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War  declared  on  ‘cheating’  Tories 


By  Phiup  Webster 

POLITICAL  EDITOR 

LABOUR  and  the  Liberal 
Democrats  have  refused  to  co¬ 
operate  with  the  Government 
in  all  future  Commons  divi¬ 
sions  after  accusing  it  of 
cheating  in  Mondays  fishing 
vote.  .  . 

The  spectre  of  ministers 
regularly  being  dragged  bade 
to  Westminster  from  overseas 
visits  and  side  MBs  being 
wheeled  in  for  crucial  votes 
throughout  the  final  months  of 
the  present  parliament  faced 
ministers  after  the  opposition 
parties  announced  they  were 
ending  “pairing”  deals  with 


Labour  and  LibDems  end  parliamentary  cooperation  after  Government  ‘rigs’  fishing  vote 


the  Government.  Amid  un¬ 
precedented  accusations  of 
breaching  the  faith  and  trust 
on  which  the  running  of 
Parliament  depends,  it 
emerged  that  the  Conserva¬ 
tives  had  “paired"  three  of 
their  MBs  in  Monday's  vote 
with  three  Labour  MPs  and 
three  Liberal  Democrat  MPs. 

Three  Tories  had  simply 
“taken  out"  six  Opposition 
MPS. 

The  result  of  the  “double 
counting”  was  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's..  majority  of  11 


should  have  been  eight  What 
compounded  the  outrage  of 
Donald  Dewar,  the  Labour 
Chief  Whip,  and  Archy  Kirk¬ 
wood,  his  Liberal  counterpart 
was  that  if  the  nine  Ulster 
Unionists  had  voted  against 
the  Government  rather  than 
abstained  it  would  have  lost 
by  one  vote 

_  And  they  emphasised  at 
Westminster  last  night  that, 
when  the  two  deals,  were  done 
ministers  had  no  way  of;; 
knowing  which  way  the 
Unionists'  would  vote.  The 


Government  therefore  faced 
accusations  from  all  sides  that 
it  had  cheated  to  avoid  being 
defeated.  Its  punishment  will 
be  a  prolonged  period  of 
guerrilla  warfare  leading  up 
to  the  election. 

Pairing  is  the  longstanding 
convenience  at  Westminster 
under  which  the  Government 
matches  one  of  its  own  MPs 
who  needs  to.be  absent  with 
an  Opposition  MP  in  a  similar 
situation.  They  then  cancel 
each  other  out  in  the  vote. 

the  matter  came  to  light 


when  the  Labour  and  Liberal 
Democrat  whips  checked  their 
figures.  They  had  been  unable 
to  understand  why  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  majority  was  so 
comfortable,  because  all  the 
other  minority  party  MPs  had 
turned  up. 

They  were  astonished  to 
find  that  same  of  their  MPs 
had  been  paired  with  the  same 
Tories. 

It  was  being  suggested  last 
night  that  the  practice  of 
dtwbSe-couniing  may  haw 
happened  several  times  before 


but  had  not  been  discovered 
through  lack  of  cross-check¬ 
ing.  At  tiie  centre  of  the 
controversy  last  night  was 
Derek  Conway,  the  Conserva¬ 
tive  pairing  whip,  who  con¬ 
cluded  separate  deals  with 
George  Mudie,  his  Labour 
opposite  number,  and  Mr 
Kirkwood. 

Last  Thursday  he  and  Mr 
Mudie  apparently  agreed  that 
the  Tory  MBs  Terry  Dicks  and 
Waller  Sweeney  should  be 
paired  with  the  Labour  MPs 
Norman  Godman  and  Gareth 


was  unfair, 


By  Frances  Gibb,  legal  correspondent,  and  Carol  Midgley 


TWO  HUNDRED  fraud 
prosecutions  appeared  to  be  at 
risk  last  night  after  tiie 
European  Court  of  Human 
Rights  ruled  that  the  trial  of  , 
the  former  Guinness  .chief  .: 
Ernest  Saunders  was.imfaiF.- 

The  court  said  that  evidence  . 
Mr  Saunders  was  forced  to 
give  during  a  City  mvestiga.-  , 
non  should  not  have  been  used 

against  him  in  his  trial  in 
1990.  By  sixteen  to  four,  tiie 
judges  said  that  the  use  of  tire 
material  amounted  to  "a  re¬ 
markable  departure  from  one 
of  tiie  basic  principles  of  fair 
procedure”. 

But  the  court  rejected  his 
demands  for  £4-5  million  com¬ 
pensation  and  reduced  his 
daim  for  nearly.  £340,000  in 
dosis  and  expenses  to  £75,000.  , 

The  Government  expressed 
dismay  at  the  ruling  and  said 
that  it  was  examining  the  - 
aunt's  decision  to  determine 
jvheiher  the  law  should  be 
tJianged.  The  Serious  Fraud 
Office  said  that  it  would  resist 
all  attempts  to  quash  Mr 
Saunders’S  conviction  or  to 
award  him  compensation  in 
Britain.  . 

Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  officials  have  identi¬ 
fied  some 200 pending  rases  in 
rations  stages  of  investigation 
where  material  has  been  simi¬ 
larly  obtained,  and  which  may 
fiow  be  at  ride  if  it  cannot  be 
ised  to  support  a  prosecution. 

Mr  Saunders,  who  was  later 
nvdved  in  a  clash  with  a 
Revision  reporter  over  his 
apparent  recovery  from  the 
irreversible  Alzheimer's  dis¬ 
use,  said  after  the  ruling-. 


Newsreader  Jena  Snow 

“Had  these  interviews,  not 
been  used,  I  would  have  been 
acquitted.  Ido  feel  myself  lobe 
an  innocent  man.  This  is  just 
tiie. tip  of  the  iceberg  in  a 
totally  unfair  and.  politically 
managed  process  to  .  which  I 
have  been  subjected.  I  never 
considered  giving  up  this  bat¬ 
tle.  It  was  not  about  compen¬ 
sation,  but  the  vindication  of 
my  good  name." 

He  and  his  legal  advisers 
were  "considering  all  options 
open  to  us  legally  and  other¬ 
wise”.  including  trying  to 
have  hisfccnvkticin  referred 
back  to  the  Court  of  AppesL 

Mr  Saunders  was  jailed  for 
five  years  in  1990  for  his  part 
in  a  share  price-rigging  racket 
connected  with  the  Guinness 
takeover  of  Distillers.  But  his 
sentence  was  halved  era  appeal 
and  he  Served  only 1611  months 
in  an.  open  prison  until  a 
doctor  said  that  he  appeared  to 
have  symptoms  of  incurable 
pre-senfle  dementia. 

The  doctor  later  admitted 


that  his  diagnosis  had  been 
wrong  and  Mr  Saunders,  who 
has  since  put  his  illness  down 
.  to  stress,  has  gone  on  to  carve 
out  a  lucrative  career  as  a 
consultant.  • 

.  Yesterday. his  yfctqjy  press 
-conference  at  StJames'S  Chili 
Piccadilly,  descended  into 
farce  >5  his  spokesman  be- 
came  involved  in  a  slanging 
match  with  the  Channel  4 
newsreader  Jon  Snow.  Mr 
Saunders,  an  '  imposing, 
suntanned  figure  of  6ft  2ms, 
looked  bemused  but  stayed 
sflent  as  George  Devlin,  a  seif- 
styled  human  rights  consul¬ 
tant.  suggested  .that  Mr  Snow 

Mr  Saunders  whether?te  con¬ 
sidered  himself  a  crook  and 
about  his  apparent  "recovery" 
from  Alzheimer'S  disease. 

Mr  Devlin,  who  has  advised 
the  former  Guinness  chair¬ 
man  for  six  years,  insisted: 
"Mr  Saunders  is  not  a  crook”. 
The  DTI  investigation  had 
been  “real  Star  Chamber 
stuff”  and  extremely  intimida- 
taryi  with  interrogations  in 
windowless  rooms. 

But  he  refused  to  let  journal¬ 
ists  address  his  client  directly 
and  intercepted  virtually  all 
questions  to  avoid.  -  he  said, 
prejudicing  possible  further 
legal  action.  When  Mr 
Saunders  was  asked  about  his 
health  and  whether  he  had 
duped  the  taxpayer  and  the 
medical  profession  by  feigning 
dqnentia,  Mr  Devlin  said:  “A 
doctor  gave  a  diagnosis  and 
that  doctor  has  publicly  stated 
that  he  was  wrong  on  his 
diagnosis  . of  his  CDafition.  If 


Ernest  Saunders,  smiling  but  silent  after  his  European  court  victory  yesterday 


you  have  any  problems  with 
that  r  suggest  you  take  it  up 
with  him.” 

But  Mr  Snow,  whose  85- 
year-old  mother,  Joan,  suffers 
from  Alzheimer's  and  lives  in 
a  nursing  home,  declared  Mr 
Devlin  a  “fraudster"  for  call¬ 
ing  a  press  conference  and  not 
allowing  the  subject  to  speak. 


“This  is  absurd,  it  is  a  non¬ 
sense",  Mr  Snow  said.  “There 
he  is,  the  tally  person  in  the 
world  to  have  recovered  from 
Alzheimer’s  and  he  is  not  even 
able  to  speak  for  himself."  He 
told  Mr  Devlin:  "You  are  not  a 
civil  rights  man.  you  are  a 
denial  of  free  speech  man.  You 
have  stood  squarely  in  the  way 


Judge  complains 

A  judgeatTmro  Crown  Court 


New  £2  will  be  coin  of  two  colours 


.  By  Robin:  Young 

THETkraranyyisteniay  un- 
wilrd  Britain's  atw  £2  coin — 
the  fins  to  use  two  colours-  It 
is  rmbellished  with  a  dwign 
tracing  technological  dev¬ 
elopment  from  the  Iran  Age 
to  the  Internet 
The  reverse  of  the  £2  piece, 
to  go  iwtn  rircularion  in  Nov¬ 
ember,  was  designed  by  a 

Norfolk  ait  teacher  —  Bruce 

Rushan  of  die  Flegg  High 
School .  at  Martiuun-  His 
work  was  chosen  from  L200 
entries  in  open  competition. 
The  obverse  bears  the 
Queen's  portrait  by  the  sculp¬ 
tor  Raphael  Makfonf  feat  is 
featured  on  existing  coinage. 

'  Tbe  new  coin  has  a  white 
centre  itodyePfaw  -outer  ring 
comparable  to  Frances 
rather  less  valuable  JFrlO  coin 
♦hat  has  been  in  drenlalioii 
for  some  years.  The  centre  is 
in  copra-nkkeL  the  same 

material  ajtbcSp,  lOp  ®s4 


Two  sides  of  the  £2  coin,  in  circulation  from  November 


50p  coins,  and  the  outer  band 
in  nkkriHbrass,  a  formula 


due  £1  com. 

The  £2  ~  coin  is  larger -than 
the  £1  one.  measuring 
TR  Amwi  in  diameter,  com- 


Mr  Rushan's  choke  of 
thane  was  deemed  especially 
appropriate,  tiie  Royal  Mint 
said,  because  ft  will  he  using 
ati  its  most  modem  product 
tion  tednnqoes  to  have  m3- 


lions  of  the  coins  ready  for 
general  riretdatioiL. 

Angela  Knight.  Economic 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
said  at  the  unvoting:  ‘The 
competition  dearly  raptured, 
the  public's  imagination.  We 
were  very  keen  to  seek  afresh 
approach  and  Mr  Rndrirfs 
design  is  an  admirable 
winner.” . 

To  make  the  coin  more 
difficult  to  forge,  the  image 
seen  on  the  centre  depends 


on  the  angle  of  virion.  Its 
milled  edge  bears  an  inscrip¬ 
tion:  "Standing  on  tiie  Shoul¬ 
ders  of  Giants”,  Newton’s 
words  acknowledging  his 
debt  to  otiier  scientists. 

Though  the  coin  will  be  the 
first  E2  denomination  to  en¬ 
ter  general  circulation,  mil¬ 
lions  of  £2  coins  have  been 
minted  in  six  cooiiweinora- 
five  designs  since  1986.  when 
one  commemorated  that 
year's  Commonwealth 
Games  in  Edinburgh. 

“The  commemorative  coins 
are  issued  to  banks  and  Post 
Offices  at  face  value  and  are 
legal  tender,"  Graham  Dyer 
of  the  Royal  Mint  said  yester¬ 
day.  “It  was  not  our  intention 
that  they  should  be  used  as 
spending  money,  but  quite  a 
number  have  been.” 

Tbe  new  £2  circulating  com 
wffl  be  available  in  collector 
versions  in  gold,  stiver  and 
base  metal  from  the  Royal 
Mint  in  the  new  year. 


of  perfectly  decent  question¬ 
ing." 

A  pre-arranged  interview 
with  the  BBC  was  also  called 
off  after  Mr  Saunders  said  he 
did  not  want  to  be  asked  any 
questions  other  than  his  reac¬ 
tion  to  the  judgment. 

Law  may  change,  page  4 


Manchester 
loses  out 
to  Wembley 

WEMBLEY  has  been  named 
as  the  site  for  the  new  national 
stadium  and  Manchester,  its 
main  rival,  has  been  given  the 
consolation  prize  of  £60  mil¬ 
lion  towards  the  cost  of  a  sta¬ 
dium  for  the  Commonwealth 
Games. 

The  long-expected  derision 
to  plump  for  the  “Venue  of 
Legends”  ahead  of  the  bid  by 
Manchester  was  confirmed  by 
United  Kingdom  Sports  Coun¬ 
cil  chairman.  Sir  Rodney 
Walker,  in  London  yesterday. 

Now  it  has  the  chance  to  bid 
for  the  World  Cup,  the  Olym¬ 
pic  Games  and  the  athletics 
World  Cup  in  the  next  centuiy. 
National  Lottery  funding  will 
proride  almost  half  of  the  cost 
of  the  £210- £230  million 
facelift  for  the  most  famous 
sporting  site  in  the  country. 


City  moves  afoot,  page  41 
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WardelL  On  Friday  afternoon 
Mr  Conway  and  Mr  Kirk¬ 
wood  agreed  that  the  Conser¬ 
vative  Sir  Keith  Speed  should 
be  paired  with  Sir  Russell 
Johnston.  Mr  Sweeney  with 
Paddy  Ashdown,  and  Mr 
Dicks  with  David  Alton. 

As  the  tension  rose  in  the 
Commons  on  Monday  after¬ 
noon  the  Labour  agreement 
was  completed  when  Mr 
Speed  and  Richard  Shepherd 
were  offered  as  pairs  For  the  ill 
Martin  Redmond  and  Jimmy 
Dunnachie.  Mr  Dewar  pro¬ 


duced  a  smoking  memo"  —  a 
handwritten  note  from  Mr 
Conway  to  Mr  Mudie.  dated 
Monday.  Ii  read:  “George. 
Two  further  names  as  prom¬ 
ised  —  K.  Speed,  R.  Shepherd. 
4/4,  Yours  Derek." 

Several  hours  after  the  accu¬ 
sations  were  levelled  there 
was  no  official  government 
reaction  last  night. 

But  privately  senior  whips 
did  not  attempt  to  deny  tiie 
■deals.  It  was  said  that  Labour 
and  the  Liberal  Democrats 
were  being  “bad  losers"  and 
that  if  the  Labour  and  Liberal 
Continued  on  page  2,  col  4 

Leading  article,  page  17 


Jackal  questioned 
over  attack  on 
ex-M&S  chief 

By  Joanna  Bale  and  Ben  Macintyre  in  Paris 


BRITISH  police  yesterday 
questioned  Carlos  the  Jackal, 
tiie  jailed  terrorist  master¬ 
mind  in  Paris,  over  the  shoot¬ 
ing  of  a  former  Marks  & 
Spencer  chairman  and  the 
bombing  of  a  London  bank  in 
the  early  1970s. 

Two  Scotland  Yard  officers 
travelled  from  London  to  in¬ 
terview  him  at  a  law  court 
after  a  previous  attempt  to 
question  him  foundered  last 
month  when  he  refused  to 
cooperate.  The  Venezualan- 
bom  convict  —  real  name 
Illich  Ramirez  Sanchez  —  did 
not  admit  involvement  in  the 
attacks  and  dismissed  the 
investigations  as  “Zionist 
provocations". 

The  Yard  officers  focussed 
on  the  attempted  assassina¬ 
tion  in  December  1973  of 
Joseph  Sieff,  the  late  M&S 
chairman,  outside  his  London 
home,  and  on  the  bombing  in 
January  1974  of  the  Israeli 
Hapoalim  Bank  in  the  City. 

Mr  Sieff,  who  was  vice- 
president  of  the  Zionist  Feder¬ 
ation  in  Britain  which  raises 
aid  for  Israel,  survived  after 
being  shot  in  the  face.  The 


Popular  Front  for  the  Libera¬ 
tion  of  Palestine  (PFLP).  which 
Carlos  backed  at  the  time, 
claimed  responsibility  for  the 
shooting. 

Carios  reportedly  fold  Al 
Watan  alArabi,  a  Paris-based 
magazine,  in  1979  that  he  had 
been  responsible  for  both  the 
shooting  and  the  bank  bomb¬ 
ing.  But  since  his  arrest  in 
August  1994  Carlos  has  said 
the  interview  was  a  fake. 

Last  month,  Carios  refused 
to  leave  his  prison  cell  to  meet 
British  officers,  accusing  his 
guards  of  taking  away  his  belt. 
Prison  guards  routinely  take 
belts  and  shoelaces  away  from 
inmates  to  prevent  possible 
suidde. 

French  police  have  accused 
Carlos  of  killing  83  people  in  a 
series  of  attacks  in  Europe  and 
the  Middle  East.  His  boldest 
attack  was  the  kidnapping  of 
II  Opec  oil  ministers  in  Vienna 
in  1975. 

A  Yard  spokeswoman  said: 
“Two  officers  are  currently  in 
France  liaising  with  the 
French  authorities  as  part  of 
routine  inquiries.  Nothing 
new  has  emerged." 
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Pairing  proves  scandals  never  come 


WATCHING  the  debate  on 
the  Stalking  Bill  sat  Jeff  Ennis 
(Lab),  the  new-boy  by-election 
victor  from  Barnsley  East.  He 
was  almost  alone  on  the 
Opposition  benches.  He 
looked  totally  bewildered.  Fbr- 
haps  he  was  too  frightened  to 
go  anywhere  else. 

His  fears  are  justified.  At 
least  the  lights  are  on  in  the 
Chamber.  The  dark  corridors 
of  Westminster  are  far  scarier. 
One  of  the  curiosities  of  this 
administration's  dying  weeks 
has  been  the  torchlight  beam¬ 
ing  into  comers  rarely  illumi¬ 
nated  before. 

First  there  was  David 
Willetts  blinking  in  the  glare, 
pencil  in  hand,  whip's  note 
before  him.  And  now  rhe  light 


shines  into  MPs’  "pairing" 
arrangements.  Let  me  explain 
them... 

Pairing  is  normally  a  long¬ 
term  arrangement  aTary  MP 
and  a  Labour  MP  arrange  to 
consult  each  other  regularly 
and  to  pair  on  votes  where  it 
suits  both  to  be  absent.  But  ad 
hoc  ■  arrangements  may  be 
made  for  a  particular  vote;  a 
sort  of  one-night  stand.  A  Tory 
cannot  normally  register  a 
Liberal  Democrat  as  a  pair, 
but  in  exceptional  votes  where 
what  counts  is  the  headline 
figure  of  all  opposition  votes 
combined,  this  might  happen. 

Pairing  is  not  normally 
arranged  through  the  whips 
but  directly  between  MP  and 
MP.  then  "registered*’  with  the 


matthewpMris 

POLITICAL  SKETCH 


whips'  messengers — servants 
of  the  House,  good  men  doing 
bad  men's  dirty  work.  They 
inhabit  cupboards  on  each 
side  of  the  Members'  Lobby 
and  deserve  their  MBEs. 

An  MP  alerts  them  to  his 
pairing  plans  in  advance, 
seeking  their  approval.  They 
check  lists.  If  there  are  no 
problems,  the  whips’  messen¬ 
gers  rubber-stamp  the  plans. 
But  they  are  answerable  to  the 
whips,  who  intervene  in  tricky 
or  unusual  situations.  Prob¬ 
lems  are  referred  up.  “Pair¬ 


ing"  whips  from  both  sides 
meet  regularly  to  confirm  lists 
and  consider  awkward  cases. 
"IVe  got  a  backbencher  on  his 
deathbed  in  East  Anglia; 
whom  can  you  offer  me?” 

A  Tory  could  not  have 
paired  simultaneously  with 
both  a  Labour  and  a  Liberal 
Democrat  MP  and  simply 
registered  this:  the  messen¬ 
gers  would  have  checked  with 
their  bosses.  Of  course,  noth¬ 
ing  would  be  easier  than  to 
cheat.  You  can  do  it  by  more 
straightforward  means  than 


those  of  which  the  Tories  are 
now  accused:  pair  one  of  your 
backbenchers,  then  send  him 
through  the  voting  lobby  any¬ 
way.  But  you  can  only  do  that 
once,  for  the  system  runs  on 
trust  and  is  actually  of  more 
use  to  the  Government  titan  to 
the  Opposition. 

Without  an  operational 
pairing  scheme,  government 
Members  must  be  on  hand  to 
vote  at  all  times,  whereas  the. 
Opposition  needs  only  to 
appear  sporadically  and  to 
make  lightning  strikes. 

If  die  latest  row  has  arisen 
from  an  innocent  mistake,  this 
is  likely  to  have  occurred  at  the 
level  of  the  junior  whips  at 
least,  if  the  Tories  really  have 
cheated,  they  will  have  done  so 


on.  the  following  calculation: 
that  a  government  defeat  after 
the  European  fisheries  debate 
would  have  beat  even  worse 
news  than  the  allegation  of 
cheating;  and  that  there  was  a 
chance  that  the  opposition 
whips  might  not  spot  the 
sharp  practice.  - 

Indeed  it  is  whispered  that 
the  ruse  may  have  been  used 
before,  without-  the  Labour 
whips  —  in  the  past  an  often 
■dozy '  bunch  —  spotting  it 
Donald  Dewar  may  simply  be 
the  first  Opposition  Chief 
Whip  to  notice,  talk  to  the 
Liberals,  and  compare  notes. 
The  Tories  will  just  have  to 
brazen  h  out  for  apologies  will 
achieve  little:  Mr  Dewar  is 
unlikely  to  call  a  ceasefire. 


Howard  refuses  to 
reopen  ‘tainted’ 
cases  against  IRA 

By  Richard  Ford,  home  correspondent 


MICHAEL  HOWARD  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday  that  the 
cases  of  14  convicted  IRA 
terrorists  would  not  be  re¬ 
opened  following  an  investiga¬ 
tion  into  explosives  contamin¬ 
ation  at  a  government 
scientific  laboratory. 

The  Home  Secretary  told 
MPs  that  an  independent  in¬ 
quiry  into  evidence  had  found 
that  samples  examined  at  the 
laboratory  had  not  been  affect¬ 
ed  by  a  contaminated  centri¬ 
fuge  machine.  But  he  said 
lawyers  for  13  men  and  a  dead 
woman,  convicted  of  some  of 
the  most  serious  IRA  bombing 
attacks  in  recent  years,  could 
make  further  representations 
about  the  convictions. 

Mr  Howard  was  speaking 
after  a  report  by  Brian  Caddy, 
director  of  the  Forensic  Sci¬ 
ence  Institute  at  Strathclyde 
University,  into  contamina¬ 
tion  at  the  Forensic  Explosives 
Laboratory  at  Fort  Halstead 
in  Kent  It  concluded  that  the 
results  had  produced  a  true 
measure  of  the  presence  of  the 
explosive  RDX.  which  is  found 
inSemtex. 

Mr  Howard  said:  “We  note 
Professor  Caddy's  key  conclu¬ 
sion  that  the  safety  of  criminal 
convictions  is  not  in  question 
as  a  result  of  the  discovery  of 
the  contaminated  centrifuge." 


President  Clinton  at¬ 
tempted  to  put  new  life 
into  the  Irish  peace  pro¬ 
cess  yesterday  as  he  joined 
John  Broton,  the 
Taoiseach,  in  demanding 
an  IRA  ceasefire  in  Ul¬ 
ster.  “We  cant  make 
peace  until  we  end  vio¬ 
lence  ...  I  want  to  reiter¬ 
ate  my  call  for  the  IRA  to 
Institute  a  ceasefire  in 
words  as  wdl  as  deeds,” 
Mr  Clinton  said,  in  his 
first  detailed  comments 
on  Ireland  since  his  re- 
election.  “If  they  do  that  1 
am  convinced  that  Sinn 
Fein  will  be  invited  to 
participate  in  the  talks." 


Professor  Caddy  began  his 
inquiry  after  traces  of  RDX 
were  discovered  in  a  piece  of 
machinery  at  the  laboratory  in 
March.  His  43-page  report, 
which  reviewed  ail  the  scientif¬ 
ic  data  in  124  cases  between 
1988-1996  in  which  RDX  was 
found,  criticised  quality  assur¬ 
ance  tests  and  other  omis¬ 
sions.  His  own  tests  found  that 
the  explosive  traces  could  have 
had  no  “observable  effect”  on 
the  relevant  samples.  But  he 
found  that  the  centrifuge  had 
not  been  the  object  of  a  test 


since  its  installation.  Ir  was  a 
"scientific  oversight  which  is 
unacceptable  and  is  to  be 
much  criticised". 

The  report,  which  added 
that  the  consequences  of  the 
contamination  could  have 
bran  potentially  disastrous, 
made  18  recommendations, 
including  tighter  procedures 
and  changes  to  existing  prac¬ 
tices  and  equipment  at  the 
laboratory.  The  Government 
has  accepted  1?  of  them. 

His  most  far-reaching  rec¬ 
ommendation  was  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  an  independent 
Inspectorate  of  Forensic  Sci¬ 
ence  to  monitor  the  laborato¬ 
ries.  Mr  Howard  said  that  he 
accepted  that  recommenda¬ 
tion  in  principle,  but  would 
weigh  up  its  merits  against  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Crimi¬ 
nal  Justice's  suggestion  of  the 
creation  of  an  advisory  council 
on  forensic  science. 

Sean  McNulty,  an  English- 
born  IRA  recruit  whose  case 
was  one  of  those  studied,  was 
sentenced  to  25  years  in  1994 
after  being  found  guilty  of 
conspiring  to  bomb  an  oil 
terminal  and  gas  works  on 
Tyneside.  David  Hammond, 
his  solicitor,  said  hewould  be 
seeing  if  the  contamination 
represented  additional 
grounds  for  appeal. 


MPS  CAUGHT  IN  THE  NET;  THE  ILLEGAL  PAIRINGS 


George 

Mudie 


War  on  ‘cheating’  Tories 


Confirmed  from  page  1 
Democrat  whips  did  not  talk 
to  each  other,  that  was  their 
problem  "Opposition  liaison 
is  nothing  to  do  with  us,"  one 
said. 

Mr  Conway  declined  to 
iqqjrnment  But.  Mr  Dewar  and 
Mr  Kirkwood  said  in  a  joint 
statement  “We  find  it  impossi¬ 
ble  to  believe  That  the  double 
pairing  could  be  accidental 
given  the  care  with  which  the 
whip  was  enforced  on  both 


sides.  The  pairing  system  is 
bufit  on  trust  If  trust  is 
destroyed,  the  system  is  un¬ 
workable.  To  offer  the  same 
pairs  to  Labour  and  Liberal 
Democrats  in  a  key  voce  is 
conduct  that  cannot  be  over¬ 
looked  or  excused.  It  smacks  of 
deceit  and  dishonesty.” 

They^oM  Alastair  Goodlad, 
the  Government  Chief-Whip, 
that  pairing  araangmeiits 
were  being  suspended  indefi¬ 
nitely.  While  some  Conserva¬ 


tive  MPs  tried  to  dismiss  the 
episode  as  part  of  the  normal 
machinations  between  the 
whips'  offioes,  others  were 
horrified. 

A  senior  backbencher  said: 
“We  must  grovel  and  get  this 
over  with  quickly." 

But  Labour  MPs  were 
delighted  that  they  had  been, 
given  a  perfect  excuse  to  bring 
pairing  to  a  close  in  the  run-up 
to  the  election  and  to  harass 
the  Government  at  all  times. 


Think  bigger. 

And  bring  the  Card. 

Thought  you'd  drop  by  WHS  midi  just  to  pick  up 
wrapping  paper,  ribbon  and  maybe  some  tape? 
Think  again.  You  can  actually  get  a  lot  of  your 
Christinas  shopping  done  while  you' re  there. 
Because  each  WHSmith  store  is  designed  for  you 
and  your  family's  needs  -  with  a  wide  variety  of 
products.  Books,  videos,  CDs  and  all  kinds  of 
interesting  gifts  for  the  whole  family  -  which  are 
more  than  just  stocking  fillers!  So  don’t  just  make 
WHSmith  the  place  you  stop  by  on  your  way 
somewhere  else  -  make  it  your  destination. 

And  bring  the  American  Express  Card  -  because 
they  now  accept  it.  Happy  Christmas  shopping! 


WHSmith 


Cards 


American  Express  Services  Europe  Limited.  Keg  Office.  Portland  House.  X  Slag  Place.  London  5WIE5BZ.  Keg.  Ma-  1833139. 


Lyell  ends 
catch-all 
gagging 
orders 

By  Valerie  Eluott 

WHITEHALL  CORRESPONDENT 

MINISTERS  are  to  lose  the 
power  to  issue  catch-all  or¬ 
ders  requesting  the  withhold¬ 
ing  of  sensitive  information 
in  court  cases. 

In  future,  a  minister  wish¬ 
ing  to  protect  particular 
papers  from  a  court  will  have 
to  provide  reasons.  Sir  Nich¬ 
olas  Lycfl.  QC  the  Atforoey- 
GeneraL  is  today  to  outline  a 
“harm  test"  governing  the  use 
of  Public  Interest  Immunity 
Certificates. 

PII  certificates,  also  known 
as  gagging  orders,  came  to 
prominence  after  the  collapse 
of  the  Matrix  ChurduD  trial, 
in  which  three  men  were  ac¬ 
cused  of  illegally  exporting 
military  equipment  to  Iraq. 
PU  certificates  had  been 
used  by  the  Government  to 
safeguard  information  which 
defence  lawyers  deemed  vital 
for  a  fair  trial.  The  trial 
collapsed  when  it  was  dis¬ 
closed  that  the  Government 
knew  of  the  exports. 

Intelligence  material  will 
also  be  more  readily  released  • 
to  a  court  Only  in  rirenm- 
stanocs  concerning  the  nat¬ 
ional  interest  or  where  the 
protection  of  an  individual  or 
informant  is  crucial  wall  a 
minister  be  able  to  claim 
immunity. 

The  move  represents  a  vic¬ 
tory  Tor  Michael  Heseltine, 
the  Deputy  Prime  Minister 
who  was  determined  to  lift 
the  repressive  nature  of  PI  Is 
and  make  them  more  accept¬ 
able  to  the  public  It  is  also  in 
line  with  Sir  Richard  Scott's 
recommendations  in  his  re¬ 
port  OO  arms  to  Iraq;  he 
advocated  such  a  "barm  test", 
and  described  fire  use  of  PH 
certificates  in  criminal  trials 
as  “unthinkable”. 

Hie  test  wil]  apply  to  the 
contents  of  a  document  and 
to  whether  its  very  disclosure 
could  jeopardise  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  reputation  for  pro¬ 
tecting  private  information. 

A  final  derision  on  whether 
papers  arc  released  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  rest  with  the  judge 
who  will  have  to  balance  the 
Interests  of  justice  and  the 
representations  of  a  minister. 


Nurses  to 
be  given 
powers  to 
prescribe 

By  Jill  Sherman 


THOUSANDS  more  nurses 
will  be  able  to  prescribe  drugs, 
and  GPS  will  be  encouraged  to 
set  up  “super-surgeries"  to 
ease  pressure  on  hospitals, 
under  plans'  announced  yes¬ 
terday  by  the  Health  Secre¬ 
tary,  Stephen  DorreU. 

He  unveiled  a  White  Paper 
on  primary  healthcare  con¬ 
taining  70  measures,  which 
were  welcomed  by  nurses'  and 
doctors’  leaders.  The  Royal 
College  of  Nursing  described 
the  proposals  as  the  "best 
Christmas  present  nurses 
could  have  had",  and  the 
British  Medical  Association 
said  that  they  reflected  the 
priorities  of  GPs. 

The  White  Paper  proposes 
an  extension  of  pilot  schemes 
that  allow  nurses  to  prescribe 
drugs,  so  that  there  is  one  trial 
in  every  health  region  by  next 
April.  The  aim  is  to  introduce 
nurse-prescribing  throughout 
the  NHS  by  April  1998.  The 
paper  also  includes  more  flexi¬ 
ble  funding  arrangements  to 
allow  GPs  to  expand  their 
surgeries  and  to  cany  out 
minor  -operations  currently 
conducted  in  hospitals. 

Mr  Darrell  said  it  was  in  the 
patient's  interests  to  have  as 
many  healthcare  services  as 
possible  near  by  so  that  they 
aid  not  have  to  travel  to  a  large 
hospital.  Chris  Smith.  Shad¬ 
ow  Health  Secretary,  said  that 
the  nurse-prescribing  scheme 
should  be  extended  nation¬ 
wide  immediately. 


EU  welcomes  cull  of 

100,000  more  cattle 

European  Union  farm  ministers 

welcomed  Britain’s  decision  to  slaughter  100,000  more 
cattle,  but  said  it  could  still  be  a  long  time  before  a  ban  on 

British  beef  exports  was  lifted. 

Douglas  Hogg,  the  Agriculture  Minister,  told  his 
European  counterparts  that  Britain  would  go  ahead  witna 
selective  cattle  culL  At  an  EU  farm  ministers  meeting  in 
Brussels,  he  said  that  there  was  little  scientific  evidence 
BgmW  a  Selective  He  added  that  Rritainwoirid 
consider  extending  the  cull  to  cover  cattle  affected^  by 
maternal  'transmission  if  this  was  scientifically  justified. 
Franz  Fischler,  the  EU  Commissioner  for  Agriculture, 
welcomed  Mr  Hogg's  statement  but  expressed  frustration 
with  the  delay.  He  told  Mr  Hogg:  “It  might  have  been 
better  in  terms  of  consumer  confidence  if  this  decision  had 
been  taken  earlier." 

Tories  seek  caning  vote 

Conservative  ministers  last  night  fought  off  backbench 
.  moves  to  reintroduce  corporal  punishment  in  stale  schools 
bid  were  told  that  they  will  face  another  challenge  early  in 
the  new  year.  Tory  MPs  backed  away  from  an  early  vote  on 
caning  in  schools  during  passage  of  the  Education  Bill  but 
made  it  dear  that  they  will  press  for  a  full  vote  in  (he 
Commons  in  spite  of  John  Major's  opposition  to  corporal 
punishment. 

Outbreak’s  13th  victim 

An  elderly  woman  became  the  thirteenth  victim  of  the  E- 
coli  0157  food  poisoning  outbreak  yesterday.  She  was  the 
third  victim  at  Rankview  Nursing  Home,  Banknock.  in  the 
Forth  Valley  area.  Yesterday  234  people  across  Scotland 
•were  said  to  be  infected  with  the  bacteria  after  tests 
confirmed  a  further  II  cases  in  Lanarkshire.  Numbers 
showing  symptoms  of  food  poisoning  rose  by  one  to  405. 

Store  blackmailer  jailed 

A  blackmailer  who  threatened  to  contaminate  Sainsbury 
stores  with  syringes  filled  with  HIV-contaminated  blood 
was  jailed  for  four  years  at  the  Old  Bailey.  Barry  Dixon,  47, 
of  Basildon,  Essex,  admitted  demanding  £100,000  from  the 
supermarket  chain.  He  told  the  company  to  leave  the 
money  beside  the  A127  near  Basildon,  but  was  caught  after 
a  police  surveillance  operation. 

Jobs  clear  of  stalking 

Michael  Howard  has  made  dear  that  the  legitimate 
activities  of  journalists,  salesmen,  political  canvassers,  debt 
collectors  and  private  investigators  would  not  be 
threatened  by  the  Government's  Bill  to  combat  stalking.  He 
said  the  Protection  from  Harassment  Bill,  which  is  due  to 
complete  its  Commons  stages  today,  would  provide  a 
defence  of  “acting  reasonably". 

Advertising  squad 

Company  logos  of  commercial  sponsors  could  appear  on 
police  uniforms  and  squad  cars  In  the  City  of  London 
under  plans  to  raise  extra  cash.  The  force  hopes  that 
sponsorship  deals  could  provide  an  extra  £600,000  pet- 
year.  but  a  spokesman  said  any  sponsor’s  logo  would  be 
discreetly  placed.  The  police  are  setting  up  guidelines  and 
making  a  list  of  possible  .firms  to  be  approkefaed. 

Inquest  adjourned 

An  inquest  into  tire  death  of  a  motorist  stabbed  in  a  “road 
rage"  incident  was  opened  and  adjourned  today.  The  five- 
minute  hearing  was  told  that  police  found  25-yea  raid  Lee 
Harvey,  an  unemployed  bus  driver,  with  horrific  stab 
wounds  on  a  country  lane  in  Hereford  and  Worcester  on 
December  1.  No  members  of  Mr  Harveys  family  attended 
the  inquest  at  Stourbridge  in  the  West  Midlands. 

Grant  for  gays  attacked 

A  lottery  grant  of  £75,000  which  wiD  help  homosexual 
prostitutes  and  gay  men  to  claim  social  security  benefits 
was  criticised  by  community  groups  yesterday.  The  money 
wQl  be  paid  over  the  next  three  years  to  provide  an  extra 
outreach  worker  in  Yorkshire  for  ibe  national  charity 
MESMAC  —  Men  Who  Enjoy  Sex  With  Men  Action  In 
The  Community  —  which  gives  welfare  and  health  advice. 

Christmas  lights  alert 

Thousands  of  sets  of  Christmas  tree  lights  from  Taiwan 
have  been  fitted  with  inferior  power  plugs.  Trading  stan¬ 
dards  officers  in  Cheshire  said  the  plugs,  copies  of  a  brand 
called  PMS  (model  number  9248).  can  fall  apart  when 
used.  Officers  are  satisfied  the  plugs  were  not  fitted  tty  the 
importers.  Four  Seasons,  of  Knutsford,  which  has  advised 
customers  to  return  the  lights  to  shops  for  a  refund. 

Ruby  Murray  dies 

Rutty  Murray,  left,  the  1950s 
singing  star,  has  died  at  the 
age  of  61.  Known  as  the 
“heartbeat”  girl  she  set  a 
chart  record  by  having  five 
records  in  the  Top  20  smrnl- 
taneousty,  a  feat  equalled 
since  only  by  Elvis  Presley 
and  Madonna.  Her  best 
remembered  hits  were 
some  of  her  earliest  Heart¬ 
beat  and  Softly  Softly,  her 
theme  tune.  She.  continued 
to  perform  until  last 
year.  Obituary,  page  19 

Hello,  sailors! 

A  hospitality  scheme  Intended  to  offer  warmth  and  comfort 
to210  homesick  American  sailors  aboard  the  USS  Aubrej 
Fitch  moored  at  Plymouth  has  attracted  offers  of  help  from 
adventurous  single  women  as  well  as  families.  The  scheme 
called  Dial-A-Sailor.  has  received  300  calls  In  three  days 
Most  offer  Christmas  dinner,  but  others  are  from  women 
wanting  to  meet  a  sailor  of  a  particular  age  group. 


Mr  Jonathan  Aitken  MP:  an  apology 


THE  TIMES  apologised  in 
the  High  Court  yesterday  to 
Jonathan  Aitken  MP,  a  former 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Trea¬ 
sury,  over  an  article  published 
on  November  14. 

The  article  reported  the 
previous  day’s  decision  of 
the  Court  of  Appeal  on 
the  subject  of  the  citizenship  of 
Mohamed  A1  Fayed  and 
his  brother.  Mr  Justin 
Rushbrooke,  for  Mr  Aiflam, 
said:  "In  the  '  course  '  of 
that  repon  it  was'  stated 
that  the  A1  Fayeds  were 


the  source  of  the  current 
‘sleaze’  allegations  and  were 
involved  in ‘cash  for  questions' 
accusations  surrounding  for¬ 
mer  ministers.  The  news¬ 
paper.  unfortunately,  quite 
erroneously  included  Mr 
Aitken ’S  name  as  among  those 
of  the  former  ministers. 

“This  serious  and  damaging 
accusation  is,  of  course, 
wholly  untrue.  Mr  Aitken 
has  never  been  paid  by 
Mr  A1  Fayed  nor  by  anybody 
else  ■  to  ask  questions  m 
Parliament.  1  should  also 


t 


add  that  this  allegation 
never  been  made  by 
Mohamad  A1  Fayed  hints 
"Times  Newspapers  1 
promptly  recognised  the! 
ror  and  have  agreed  to  a] 
gise  for  this  untrue  Staten 
to  pay  Mr  Aitken  an  appn 
ate  sum  of  damages  and  to 
ail  his  legal  costs." 

Miss  Patricia  Burge, 
77ie  Times,  said  that 
reference  to  Mr  Aitker 
the  article  was  an  unfortu 
error  and  unreservt 
apologised  to  him. 
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Life  sentence  for  loveless  loner  who  murdered  girl 
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Claire  Hood:  was  stalked 

as  she  played  truant 


By  Daniel  McGroky 

A  BROODING  college  misfit  who 
raped  and  murdered  a  schoolgirl 
after  stalking  her  for  months  was 
inadvertently  exposed  by  his 
mother. 

Neil  Owen  was  jailed  for  life 
yesterday  after  bring  cdjnviried 'of 
the  brutal  attack  on  Claire  Hood. 
The  20-year-old  loner,  who  had 
never  had  a  girlfriend,  stranded 
the  teenager  m  woods  near  their 
homes  after  carefully  planning 
how  to  ambush  her  when  she  next 
played  truant 

After  the  five-week  trial  at  Car¬ 
diff  Crown  Court  it  was  disclosed 
that  Owen  had  been  accidentally 
trapped  by  his  mother  when  police 
called  during  one  of  the  biggest 
genetic  fingerprinting  operations. 


The  detectives  had  come  to 
conduct  a  DNA  test  on  Owen's 
younger  brother.  But  Maureen 
Owen  slopped  the  police  as  they 
were  about  to  leave  and  volun¬ 
teered:  “Why  not  test  my  other  two 
sons  as  well?" 

The  court  was  told  that  Owen 
retained  his  composure,  knowing 
that  the  saliva  sample  could  in¬ 
criminate  him.  When,  a  year  and 
nine  days  after  the  murder,  police 
returned  to  his  home  in  St  Mellons, 
he  said:  “I'Ve  been  waiting  for  you 
to  come." 

He  had  rehearsed  an  elaborate 
fiction  about  a  secret  three-month 
affair  with  the  girl.  When  ques¬ 
tioned  he  said  that  they  had  had  sex 
in  Gath  Cobb  woods  when  she 
skipped  lessons  at  Ruraney  High 
School,  and  that  Claire  was  alive 


when  he  left  her  that  afternoon  in 
January  1995. 

The  prosecution  described  him 
as  “a  desperate  and  devious  young 
man"  who  tried  to  lie  his  way  to 
freedom,  caring  nothing  for  the  girl 
or  her  reputation.  One  detective 
said  last  night:  “He  was  a  ticking 
timebomb  who  turned  to  sexual 
fantasies  and  then  murder  when  he 
could  not  get  a  girlfriend." 

Pam  Bennett  35,  mother  of  the 
dead  girl,  who  saw  the  jury  deliver 
its  unanimous  verdict  yesterday, 
said:  “I  am  quite  happy  with  the 
sentence,  but  I  wonl  be  happy  until . 
Owen  is  dead  and  in  his  grave." 
Mrs  Bennett,  who  has  another 
daughter,  Sarah,  aged  14,  would 
never  forgive  Owen  for  the  "absurd 
lies"  he  had  told  about  Claire. 

The  court  was  told  that  Owen 


had  boasted  about  the  killing  to  his 
brother  David  as  they  watched  a 
television  reconstruction  of  the 
girl's  last  moments,  but  later 
claimed  that  he  had  been  joking. 
After  testing  more  than  2.100 
youths  and  men.  however,  detec¬ 
tives  found  that  there  was  a  one  in 
160  million  chance  of  the  killer 
bring  anyone  other  than  Owen. 

He  became  obsessed  by  Claire 
when  he  walked  past  her  house 
each  morning  on  his  way  to  college 
to  resit  the  GCSE  exams  he  had 
foiled.  He  would  regularly  spy  on 
her  bedroom  window  at  night. 

Owen,  who  was  hooked  on 
computer  war  games  and  kepi  a 
heard  of  pornography  in  his  bed¬ 
room.  chose  to  carry  out  his  attack 
beneath  the  twisted  brandies  of  a 
dead  tree,  known  locally  by  court¬ 


ing  couples  as  “the  love  log".  He 
stalked  Claire  as  she  went  to  buy 
cigarettes  instead  of  going  to 
school,  and  followed  her  to  the 
woods  which  he  had  learnt  were 
her  regular  hiding  place  when 
playing  truant. 

The  girl  fainted  as  he  grabbed 
her.  but  came  round  as  Owen  was 
raping  her  so  he  strangled  her  and 
waited  until  evening  to  roll  her 
semi-naked  body  into  a  stream. 
When  detectives  found  the  body, 
there  was  a  crumpled  page  of 
homework  in  her  pocket  on  a  poem 
about  murder,  called  The  Suspea. 

Owen's  mother  sat  alone  in  court 
yesterday  as  her  son  was  sentenced 
by  Mr  Justice  Buckley.  Last  night 
Roy  Morgan.  Owen’s  solicitor,  said 
that  there  would  be  an  appeal 
against  conviction. 


Owen:  told  court  that  he 
had  an  affair  with  girl 


Murder  case  judge 
condemns  ‘paper 
lust’  bureaucracy 


A  SENIOR  judge  yesterday 
attacked  the  “paper  lust"  of 
legal  bureaucrats  as  he  sen¬ 
tenced  a  youth  for  murder. 

Mr  Justice  Rougier  said  he 
was  appalled  that  the  teen¬ 
ager,  Darren  Lawrence,  had 
not  been  sent  to  court  previ¬ 
ously.  The  17-year-old  was 
found  guilty  at  Truro  Crown 
Court  of  murdering  Douglas 
Holman,  a  retired  nurse,  of 
Camborne,  Cornwall, 

The  judge  said:  “I  am  in¬ 
formed  that  if  a  young  person 
of  Darren  Lawrence’s  age  is  to 
be  prosecuted  for  an  act  of 
violence  then  no  fewer  than  46 
—  yes.  46  —  different  forms 
have  to  be  filled  in  to  fulfil  the 
paper  lust  of  the  bureaucratic 
element  in  our  criminal  justice 
system.  This  is  grotesque." 

Ordering  the  teenager  to  be 
detained  at  Her  Majesty's 
Pleasure,  he  called  for  change.' 
“It  is  to  be  hoped  those  who 
exercise  authority  will  agree 
with  me  that  the  safely  of  die 
public  and  the  maintenance  of 
law  and  order  are  mare  im¬ 
portant  than  the  proliferation 
of  desk  jobs  and  the  conse¬ 
quential  paperwork  and  will 
take  appropriate  action  and 
swiftly." 

He  said  same.  Marjje.  must  . 
lie  with  die  prosecuting  au¬ 
thorities  but  “it  is  not  difficult 


By  Adrian  Lee 

to  see  how  it  was  that,  with 
their  limited  resources,  other 
prosecutions  were  more  im¬ 
portant”.  The  medical  and 
psychiatric  reports  in  the  trial 
amounted  to  850  pages. 

During  the  seven-day  trial 
the  court  was  told  howJLaw- 
rence  had  been  in  trouble  with 
the  authorities  since  the  age  of 
five.  While  living  in  afamily 
centre  In  1995  Lawrence  had 
been  involved  in  28  incidents 
of  violence  or  threatened  vio¬ 
lence  ancThad  been  cautioned 
seven  times  by  police. 

The  judge  expressed  aston¬ 
ishment  that  charges  had  not 
been  brought  earlier.  His  psy¬ 
chopathic  disorder  might  then 
have  been  spotted.  It  was  not 
discovered  until  he  was  on 
remand  at  Ramptan. 

The  judge  asked  Detective 
Inspector  Howard  Stevens  of 
Devon  and  Cornwall  police: 
"How  many  times  are  the 
youth  of  Cornwall  allowed  to 
assault  other  people  before 
being  brought  to  court?" 

Mr  Holman  was  killed  at 
his  home  with  a  screwdriver 
while  members  of  his  family 
sat  in  a  neighbouring  room, 
the  court  was  told.  A  15-year- 
old  was  ^cleared  by_the  jury 
whjch  rejected  Lawrence# 
plea  of  manslaughter. 

Detective  .  Spperintendenl- 


David  Haverly.  of  the  Trials 
Issues  Group,  which  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  formulating 
prosecution  documents,  said: 
“It  is  unhelpful  to  suggest  it  is 
bureaucracy  for  the  sake  of  ft." 
He  said  die  number  of  forms 
involved  could  approach  40  if 
nan-prosecution  documents, 
such  as  fingerprint  and  prop¬ 
erty  records,  were  induded. 

A  Crown  Prosecution  Ser¬ 
vice  spokeswoman  said  a  sim¬ 
ple  case  could  involve  as  few 
as  five  prosecution  forms.  A 
juvenile  case  would  add 
another  two  forms.  “There  are 
no  unnecessary  forms."  she 
said.  "We  are  always  working 
to  improve  the  system."  Other 
prosecution  sources  said  pri¬ 
vately  that  they  were  aston¬ 
ished  by  the  judge’s  remarks. 

Mr  Justice  Rougier,  64b  has 
spoken  out  in  the  past.  He 
once  admitted  sentencing  a 
rapist  to  one  year  was  a 
gamble  and,  two  years  ago.  he 
ordered  a  man  to  pay  £4.000 
.  to  tiie  burglar  he  shot 

He  was  the  judge  who  sal  in 
tiie  case  of  Jonathan  Jones,  the 
man  convicted  of  killing  his 
fiancee’s  parents,  Harry  and 
Megan  Toaze,  in  South  Wales. 
The  judge  later  said  he  was 
surprised  by  the  jury’s  deci¬ 
sion  and  Mr  Jones  was  subse¬ 
quently  freed. 
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Spice  Girls  deny 
copying  Israeli 
soldier’s  song 


By  Damian  Whitworth 


Selectman:  claims  Say  You'll  Be  There  is  sxnulaf  to  her  composition  Come  To  Me 


THE  Spice  Girls,  the  aB- 
female  pop  group  and  part 
self-confessed  Thateherites, 
were  at  tbe  centre  of  fresh 
publicity  last  night  after  an 
Israeli  soldier  said  one  of 
their  songs  was  curiously 
similar  to  one  she  bad  writ¬ 
ten.  Idit  Selectman  said  she 
had  consulted  lawyers  over 
similarities  between  her 
song.  Come  To  Me,  written 
two  years  ago,  and  Say  You'll 
Be  Then,  the  Spice  Girls’ 
current  hit. 

The  19-year-old  lyricist  and 
composer  said  she  was  pursu¬ 
ing  her  claim  through  the 
Israeli  copyright  authorities 
and  might  sue.  However, 
Gcrrard  Tyrrell,  the  band’s 
solicitor,  said  none  of  the  five 
Spice  Girls  had  ever  heard  of 
the  Israeli  song.  "The  first  the 
Spice  Girls  knew  of  this 
matter  was  earlier  today 
when  they  turned  on  their 
radios.  little  information  is 
available  concerning  the  oth¬ 
er  song  —  which  we  under¬ 
stand  contains  lyrics  written 
in  Hebrew,  a  language  not 
spoken  by  any  of  the  Spice 
Girls— but  what  is  quite  dear 
is  that  the  Spice  Girls  have 
never  heard  of  cither  the 
artist  or  tbe  song-" 

He  added  that  no  details  of 
any  daim  had  been  received 
and  no  legal  proceedings  had 
been  issued. 

Ms  Schcdman  said:  i  “It 
hurt  very  much-  Although  I 


was  flattered,  my  song  wasn't 
so  famous  and  their  song  is. 
There  are  a  few  things  that 
are  exactly  the  same."  She 
daims  the  brae  and  the 
translation  of  the  Hebrew 
lyrics  are  similar.  Bui  Eddie 
Lawrence,  a  Select  journalist, 
said:  "It  is  noticeably  similar, 
but  not  the  same.  The  aww 
could  be  said  about  any 
number  of  pop  songs." 

Ms  Scheetman  hopes  to 


Tories:  the  Spice  Giris 

resume  her  singing  career 
once  she  completes  her  two 
years'  national  sender  in 
February.  Meanwhile  the 
Spice  Giris’  latest  record,  2 
Become  /,  released  yesterday, 
seems  set  to  go  straight  to 
Christmas  number  one  in  tiie 
charts  this  weekend. 

William  Hffi  has  dosed  its 
books  oo  2  Become  I  bring 
number  one  at  Christinas, 
Earlier  some  gamblers  bet¬ 
ted  £500  at  16/1- 


Judge  jails  gang 
in  cashcard  plot 


By  Stewart  Tendler 


LEADING  figures  in  a  plot  to 
steal  up  to  £800  million  with 
counterfeit  cashcards  were 
jailed  for  five  years  yesterday. 

One  of  than,  John  "Little 
Legs"  Lloyd,  had  fled  Britain 
after  suspected  of  being 
involved  in  the  £26  million 
Brink’S-Mal  bullion  robbery 
in  1983  but  returned  in  1994. 
The  Crown  Prosecution  Ser¬ 
vice  decided. not  to  prosecute 
Lloyd  over  the  bullion  raid. 
Last  year  police  arrested  him 
as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
cashcard  plot.  _ 

The  conspiracy  was  linked 
to  Kenneth  Nqye,  who  went 
abroad  after  becoming  a  sus: 
pect  in  the  M25  “road  rage" 
murder  of  Stephen  Cameron. 
Nqye  was  never  questioned 
about  the  cashcard  plot  and 
detectives  now  say  they  believe 
he  was  only  peripheral  to  the 
gang. 

Yesterday  Lloyd  and  six 
other  men  were  sentenced  at 
Southwark  Crown  Court, 
southeast  London,  after  plead¬ 
ing  guilty  to  conspiracy  to 
steal.  Judge  Rivlin.  QC  said 
j  the  plan  was  “as  ambitious  a 
■*  criminal  agreement  to  steal  as 
one  can  imagine.  If  successful, 
this  conspiracy  would  have 
given  you  vast  sums  of 
money.”  ,  _ 

He  told  Lloyd,  from  West 
i  Kingsdown,  Kent,  that  he 


considered,  him  one  of  tiie 
principal  plotters.  Paul  Kidd. 
36JramMeqpbam,  Kent,  and 
Graham  Moore,  32.  of  Eridu. 
Kent,  were  also  each  sen¬ 
tenced  to  five  years  as  senior 
figures  in  the  gang. 

Lloyd’s  sanrin-Jaw,  Stephen 
Seton.  42,  of  Oiisfefaurst, 
southeast  London,  was  gtvei 
four  years  Moore's  brother, 
Stephen.  41,  of  Leytonstone, 
east  London,  received  three 
years  and  John  Maguire.  36, 
of  Mottinghsun,  southeast 
London,  was  given  two  years. 
William  HawarcL55,  from 
Yalding.  Kent,  was  given  a 
two  years’  suspended  sentence 
and  fined  £50,000  with 
£10000  costs. 


Iioyd:  fled  abroad  after 
Brink’s-Mat  robbery 


Car-death  suspect 
is  killed  in  crash 


By  Kathryn  Knight 


A  YOUNG  man  wanted  by 
police  in  connection  with  the 
hit-and-run  death  of  tiie  medi¬ 
cal  studenl  Caroline  Elliot 
died  in  a  crash  while  driving 
another  stolen  car,  police  re¬ 
vealed  yesterday. 

Lee  Davis,  from 
Stnckbridge,  Merseyside,  was 
in  a  high-speed  car  chase  with 
police  when  the  stolen  vehicle 
he  was  driving  crashed  into  a 
tree  in  Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire. 

Five  days  earlier.  Miss 
Elliot  had  been  killed  by  a 
stolen  Vauxhall  Astra  while 
jogging  in  Sefton  Park,  Liver¬ 
pool-  Police  confirmed  that 
they  are  not  looking  for.  any¬ 
one  else  in  connection  with  the 
incident. 

Ms  Elliot,  a  student  at 
Uveipool  university,  died 
from  head  injuries.  Her 
flatmate.  Sarah  Edenbrow, 
who  was  jogging  with  her, 
was  seriously  injured  but  was 
able  to  attend  her  friend's 
funeral  on  Monday. 

Yesterday  police  said  they 
withheld  details  of  Mr  Davies* 
accident  to  allow  officers  in¬ 
vestigating  the  tragedy  to  per¬ 
sonally  inform  the  families  of 
both  riris. 

Ponce  had  been  chasing  Mr 
Davies,  for  several  minutes 
eariy  in  the  morning  of  Nov¬ 
ember  19.  after  reports  of  a 


suspected  stolen  car  bring 
driven  erratically. 

Officers  were  about  250 
yards  behind  him  when  he 
swerved  off  the  main  road  and 
hit  a  tree.  A  Police  Complaints 
Authority  investigation  into 
the  incident  has  been 
launched  as  a  matter  of  rou¬ 
tine. 

A  1 7-year-old  youth  from 
Toxteth  has  been  charged  with 
allowing  himself  to  be  carried 
in  a  stolen  vehicle,  and  bailed 
to  appear  before  Liverpool 
magistrates  on  January  20. 

In  a  statement  issued  yester¬ 
day,  Miss  Elliot’s  parents 
Mike  and  Ann  said  that  had 
not  warned  revenge,  and  re¬ 
gretted  that  another  young  life 
had  been  lost 

“We  are  pleased  that  all  the 
hard  work  the  police  have  put 
into  the  inquiry  surrounding 
Caroline's  death  has  now  paid 
off,"  they  said.  “We  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  give  the  police  any 
assistance  which  they  may 
now  require. 

“It  has  never  been  our  desire 
to  seek  revenge  on  those 
responsible  for  the  tragedy, 
but  to  seek,  justice  and  to 
prevent  the  same  thing  hap¬ 
pening  to  someone  else. 

“If,  as  seems  likely,  one  of 
those  responsible  is  now  dead, 
we  regret  that  another  young 
life  has  been  wasted." 


New  York  court  gives  estranged 
couple’s  child  a  transatlantic  future 


1  * 
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By  Paul  Wilkinson 

A  CHILD  will 

the  Atlantic  between  Jus  e* 

■an  nnnsaai  fUHUR 


across 


by  a  New  York  e001*-  _ v.  ^ 

Joseph  Fowler,  •£*-  ** "“J* 
has  dual  national**  wffl 
months  of  the  year  m  tlus 
lus  British  mother  and  four 

stales  with  his  Asaeneaii 
!2““  SStof  the  derision  fast. 

week.  The  judgment* 

JJJ  h*  family  law  who  say 

child  and  his  family-  . 

jane  and  W3lia®t  Fowler  bad_fivrflm; 
Africa  since  ifrrir  marriage  m  1990, 


r_i  was  born  there;  Mrs  Fowler 
to  Yorkshire  with  him  three 
mpitfhs  as0  after  their  marriage  broke 
down.  Last  month  there  was  a  country¬ 
wide  alert  when  Mr  Fowler  took  Joseph 
from  Mrs  Fbwteris  home  in  Harley, 
south  Yorkshire:  In  spfte  of  a  watch  on 
ports  and  airports,  Mr  Fowler,  an 
unemployed  efcdronks  technician,  was 
side  to  fly with  his  son  to  New  York- 
Mrs  Fowler,  27,  a  nursery  school 

hggan  a  court  battle  for  custody. 
She  attended  the  New  York  bearing  and 

returned  with  Joseph  at  the  weekend. 
•She  said  yesterday  that  Ac  expected 

flm  ruling  to  be  confirmed  by  an  Engish 

coratshortly.  “There  is  no  ideal  compro¬ 
mise.  It'is what  has  been  agreed  by  both 
parlies  and  is  legally  binding.  I  doit 


think  it’s  the  best  thing  for  my  son  to  be 
ferried  to  and  fro  across  the  Atlantic.  I 
do  think  the  arrangement  is  bound  to 
affect  Joseph’S  upbringing.  I  am  going 
to  haw  to  seek  advice  on  how  it  mil 
affect  him  mentally,"  she  said. 

“Itwfflbeveiy«ipeosiveinairfaresas 
wdL  We  trill  have  to  cross  that  bridge 
when  weeomc  to  ft.  I  am  working  and 
my  husband  is  hopeful  of  finding  a  job 
so  we  should  be  able  to  afford  it  When 
he  gets  to  school  age  it  will  be  arranged 
so  be  can  go  to  school  over  here,  but  see 
his  father  in  the  summer  holidays. 

In  New  York,  Mr  Fowler  said:  “The 
whole  fting  is  a  nightmare.  1  fed  I  was 
left  wftfa  no  choice  but  to  accept  the  deri¬ 
sion.  I  just  hope  everything  works  out 
for  Joseph  when  be  is  over  m  Britain." 
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Saunders  ruling  may  prompt  change  in  law  j 

M*  nCVTII  UgMPPLAMCE  _  «  •  -  j  V 

‘Draconian’  powers  under  threat 


after  Euro-court’s  condemnation 


By  Frances  Gibb 
LEGAL  CORRES  PONDENT 


GOVERNMENT  officials  are 
expected  to  re-draft  legislation 

that  gives  Department  of 
Trade  inspectors  far-reaching 
powers  to  compel  suspects  to 
answer  questions  then  use  the 
material  in  the  prosecution 
against  them. 

Condemning  the  way  the 
evidence  is  used  in  trials,  the 
European  Court  of  Human 
Rights  said:  “The  public  inter¬ 
est  in  combating  fraud  could 
not  be  invoked  to  justify  the 
use  of  answers  compulsorily 
obtained  in  a  non-judicial 
investigation.” 

The  Department  of  Trade 
and  Industry  (DTI)  said  it 
would  examine  the  ruling  to 
see  “what  implications  there 
are  for  UK  company  regula¬ 
tors  and  criminal  prosecu¬ 
tions'*.  But  officials  have 
identified  at  least  200  pending 
fraud  and  insider  dealing 
cases  which  could  be  affected 
by  the  ruling  because  the  only 
evidence  is  “tainted"  in  that  it 
was  obtained  by  inspectors 
under  compulsion. 

The  case  comes  exactly  ten 
years  after  the  Guinness  fraud 
investigation  began  and  rested 
on  questioning  by  DTI  offici¬ 
als  that  began  on  February  10. 
1987.  when  Ernest  Saunders, 
then  chief  executive  of 
Guinness,  was  summoned  to 
the  City  accountants  Feat 
Marwick  McClintock. 

Flanked  by  his  lawyers,  he 
faced  compulsory  interroga¬ 
tion  across  a  table  by  David 
Donaldson.  QC.  and  Ian 
Watt  a  chartered  accountant 
—  both  DTI  —  in  what  was  the 
first  of  nine  interrogations  that 
would  eventually,  lead  to  his 
trial  and  imprisonment 

The  inspectors  were  investi¬ 
gating  allegations  that 
Guinness  indulged  in  a  share- 
support  operation  during  its 
takeover  battle  for  Distillers  in 
I9S6.  Mr  Saunders  had  to 
comply.  Failure  to  do  so. 
under  what  his  counsel,  Mich¬ 
ael  Beloff.  QC.  called  “draco¬ 
nian"  powers  granted  to  the 
DTI  inspectors  under  the 
Companies  Act  1967,  could 
lead  to  a  fine  or  imprisonment 
for  up  to  two  yeare. 

George  Devlin,  Mr 
Saunders’s  human  rights  con¬ 
sultant,  said  yesterday:  “It’s 


SAUNDERS 

SAGA 


Dec  1988;  DTI  inspectors 
r  out  dawn  raid  on  offices 
:and  Distillers 
Jan  1987:  DTI  refer  Guinness 
affair  to  DPP 

Feb  1987:  Saunders  interro¬ 
gated  for  first  time 
May  1987:  Saunders  bs 
arrested 

April  1988:  SFO  takes  over 
the  Investigation 
Nov  1989  8  Jan  1990:  Pre¬ 
trial  hearings  at  which 
Saunders  talis  to  have  tran¬ 
scripts  at  Interviews  ex¬ 
cluded  as  evidence 
Aug  1990:  Saunders  con¬ 
victed  by  Southwark  Crown 
Court  and  jafled  tor  five  years 

May  1991:  Court  of  Appeal 
cuts  five-year  sentence  to 
two  and  a  half  years 

Arne  1991:  Saunders  re¬ 
leased  from  Faid  open 
prison  (flagnosed  as  suffer¬ 
ing  tram  pre-senite  dementia 
July  1991:  House  of  Lords 
refuses  Saunders  leave  to 
appeal  to  House  of  Lords 
Dec  1994:  Home  Secretary 
refers  case  back  to  Court  of 
Appeal  alter  appBcation  by 
co-defendants  (Ronsan, 
Panes  and  Lyons)  argues 
that  prosecution  failed  to 
(flsdoss  certain  documents 
Nov  1995:  Court  of  Appeal 
rejects  appeal  for  second 
time 

Dec  1995:  Court  of  Appeal 
refuses  leave  to  appeal  on 

Eint  of  law  to  House  of 
rds 


real  Star  Chamber  stuff. 
Sometimes  these  interroga¬ 
tions  go  on  in  windowless 
rooms  —  and  if  you  don't  go 
alone  with  it,  you  oould  be 
jailed.  The  whole  situation  is 
extremely  intimidatory." 

The  interrogations  had  been 
on  the  cards  since  December  ], 
1986,  when  DTI  inspectors 
carried  out  a  “dawn  raid”  on 
tiie  offices  of  Guinness  and 
Distillers  and  of  seven  other 
advisers  in  London  and 
Edinburgh. 

The  transcripts  and  docu¬ 
ments  obtained  as  a  result  of 
the  interviews  with  Mr 
Saunders  were  passed  to  the 
Crown  Prosecution  Service, 
which  passed  them  to  police. 
In  May  that  year,  the  police 
began  their  own  investigation 
ana  on  May  6  Mr  Saunders 
was  arrested  and  charged 
with  three  offences,  later  in¬ 


creased  to  15.  of  false  account¬ 
ing.  theft,  and  conspiracy. 

Yesterday  those  interroga¬ 
tions  ,  and  obtaining  of  materi¬ 
al  that  led  to  Mr  Saunders's 
conviction  and  imprisonment, 
prompted  a  damning  indict¬ 
ment  of  the  Government  by 
the  European  Court.  The 
authorities,  the  court  ruled, 
had  breached  Mr  Saunders's 
right  to  a  fair  trial. 

As  Michael  Beloff.  QC  put 
it.  Mr  Saunders  was  a  man 
stripped  of  his  human  rights 
and  forced  to  incriminate  him¬ 
self  in  breach  of  the  protection 
afforded  to  all  other  defen¬ 
dants  —  even  those  accused  of 
murder,  rape,  robbery,  drug 
dealing  or  terrorist  offences. 

The  ruling  appears  to  knock 
a  massive  hole  in  the  armoury 
of  prosecuting  authorities  to 
combat  serious  fraud,  and  to 
re-assert  the  centuries-old  de¬ 
fendant’s  right  to  silence.  The 
right  dates  from  the  trial  of 
John  LUbum  in  1637,  when  he 
refused  to  take  an  oath  bind¬ 
ing  him  to  answer  all  ques¬ 
tions  put  to  him  by  the  Star 
Chamber.  It  rests  on  the 
principle  that  the  burden  of 
proof  is  on  the  prosecution 
and  that  defendants  are  under 
no  obligation  to  help  them  to 
prove  their  case. 

The  right  has  been  called 
“the  golden  thread  that  runs 
through  the  web  of  English 
criminal  law”.  But  it  has  been 
eroded.  Since  1856.  a  case 
established  that  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  could  use  answers  ob¬ 
tained  from  bankrupts,  under 
threat  of  imprisonment,  as 
evidence  fora  prosecution.  But 
the  Judges'  Rules,  drawn  up 
between  1912  and  1918,  stipu¬ 
lated  that  a  person  “cau¬ 
tioned"  need  not  answer. 

The  first  English  statute 
expressly  to  provide  for  an¬ 
swers  to  be  obtained  by  DTI 
inspectors  under  compulsion 
was  the  Companies  Act  1967, 
followed  by  the  Companies 
Act  1985. 

Yesterday,  the  European 
Court  noted  that  part  of  a 
transcript  of  Mr  Saunders’S 
answers  had  been  read  to  the 
juty  despite  his  objections. 
“Accordingly,  there  had  been 

an  infringement  of  the  appli¬ 
cant’s  right  not  to  incriminate 
himself." 


Verdict 
another 
blow  to 
Fraud 
Office 


By  Jon  Ashworth 


Road  to  recovery:  Saunders  with  his  sons  and  daughter  in  hospital  after  his  early  release  from  prison  in  1991 


The  ‘bewildered  old  man’  whose 
business  brain  earns  £800  a  day 


By  Carol  Midcley 


Leading  article,  page  17 


ERNEST  SAUNDERS  will 
forever  be  remembered  as  the 
man  who  made  a  miraculous 
recovery  from  apparent  pre- 
senfle  dementia. 

Five  years  ago  he  was 
described  by  doctors  as  a 
bewildered  old  man  unable  to 
finish  a  sentence,  name  the 
President  of  America  or  count 
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backwards  from  three.  Now 
he  charges  £800  a  day  advis¬ 
ing  clients  such  as  the  pub¬ 
lishing  company  Richbeil 
Strategic  Holdings  and 
Carphone  Warehouse. 

The  man  whose  name  was 
once  a  by-word  for  fraud  (his 
criminal  record  is  stamped  on 
his  passport)  and  whose  brain 
was  said  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal  to  be  shrunking.  is 
now  back  with  the  great  and 
good. 

He  is  welcomed  at  the 
grandest  of  functions  and 
companies  pay  handsomely 
for  his  sharp  business  brain 
and  his  “shrewd  and  enthusi¬ 
astic”  advice. 

His  salary  from  his  various 
consultancies  is  reckoned  to 
be  about  £150,000.  He  re¬ 
ceives  a  £75.000  Guinness 
pension  and  makes  an  in¬ 
come  from  speeches  and  lec¬ 
tures.  He  has  two  homes  —  a 
£250.000  bouse  in  Putney. 


south  London,  and  a  £350.000 
17th  century  house  in 
Sidlesham,  near  Chichester, 
where  he  joins  his  wife, 
Carole,  at  weekends- 

Their  former  house:  a  man¬ 
sion  in  Penn,  Buckingham¬ 
shire.  had  to  be  sold  for 
£600,000  during  the  trial  as 
did  their  Swiss  apartment 
About  that  time  Mrs 
Saunders  had  a  nervous 
breakdown.  It  was  the  love  of 
their  children  James,  31,  who 
wrote  a  book.  Nightmare, 
about  his  father’s  experience, 
Joanna.  28.  and  John,  23, 
which  helped  her  through  it 
and  she  is  now  recovered. 

Mr  Saunders  was  sent  to 
Ford  open  prison  but  his 
sentence  was  halved  on  ap¬ 
peal  and  he  served  only  10 
months  in  an  open  prison 
after  a  doctor  diagnosed  that 
he  was  suffering  from  pie- 
senile  dementia. 

Patrick  Gallway,  a  forensic 


psychiatrist  at  Ester  Nuffield 
Hospital,  who  expressed  con¬ 
cern  aver  Mr  Saunders's  in¬ 
ability  to  use  a  door  property 
in  1991,  was  unavailable  for 
comment  yesterday.  Earlier 
this  week,  however,  he  said 
that  three  other  doctors  apart 
from  him  had  had  similar 
concerns.  “We  never  made  a 
diagnosis  but  all  the  doctors 
agreed  there,  was  some  suspi¬ 
cion  of  senile  dementia."  he 
said.  “Happily  this  turned  out 
not  to  be  the  case." 

In  a  recent  interview.  Mr 
Saunders  angrily  rejected 
suggesions  that  he  had 
feigned  illness.  “The  idea  that 
I  could  presuade  members  of 
the  medical  profession  that  I 
had  this  condition  is  disgrace 
fuL  I  resent  it  enormously,"  he 
said.  "When  I  go  to  America 
and  Europe  I  get  a  pat  on  the 
bade  for  having,  come  back 
from  the  dead.  I  get  the 
opposite  here  in  Britain." 


THE  Strasbourg  ruling  is  a 
blow  to  regulation  of  the  City 
of  London  and  is  the  latest  in 
series  of  disappointments  for 

the  Serious  Fraud  Office.  The 
SFO  said  yesterday  it  would 
resist  all  attempts  to  quash  Mr 
Saunders'S  conviction. 

The  Guinness  affair  pro¬ 
voked  a  dampdown  by  the 
Government  and  authorities 
on  what  were  seen  as  City  of 
London  excesses.  It  was  the 
Department  of  Trade’s  job  to 
investigate  company  scandals 
and  collapses. 

The  SFO  was  set  up  after  the 
Guinness  affair  to  tackle 
large-scale  fraud  cases  but 
prosecutions  in  high-profile 
cases  involving  Blue  Arrow. 
Maxwell  and  George  Walker 
flopped.  Roger  Levitt,  one¬ 
time  financial  adviser  to  the 
rich  and  famous,  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  community  service. 

City  regulators  have  sought 
to  co-operate  more  closely 
since  the  Guinness  affair,  but 
implicitly  acknowledge  that 
scope  for  abuse  remained. 
There  has  long  been  talk  of  a 
“front-running"  ring,  in  which 
brokers  use  inside  informa¬ 
tion  to  profit  on  share  deals, 
channelling  the  gains  through 
secretive  offshore  havens.  De^ 
tails  of  suspicious  share  deal¬ 
ing  are  routinely  passed  by  foe 
Stock  Exchange  to  the  DTI. 
The  prospect  of  “another 
Guinness"  has  probably  done 
more  than  anything  to  focus 
City  minds. 

The  fall-out  led  to  a  dosing 
of  ranks  by  City  regulators, 
and  made  bankers  and  bro¬ 
kers  think  twice  before  agree¬ 
ing  to  act  as  advisers  to  a  deal. 
No  amount  of  success  fees 
could  compensate  for  the  dam¬ 
age  to  a  firm's  reputation. 

“The  case  has  been  exhaus¬ 
tively  heard  in  the  English 
courts,"  the  SFO  said.  "Two 
appeal  court  hearings  have 
upheld  the  prosecution’s 
case." 

The  European  Court  of  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  said  it  could  not 
speculate  bn  whether  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  trial  would  have 
been  any  different  had  use  not 
been  made  of  the  Department 
of  Trade  and  Industry  tran¬ 
scripts  by  the  prosecution. 

The  ruling  could  have  impli¬ 
cations  for  Mr  Saunders’s  co- 
defendants,  who  are  pursuing 
their  own  daims.  Anthony 
Patties,  the  stockbroker  impli¬ 
cated  in  the  affair,  could  have 
the  most  to  gain.  It  appears 
that  evidence  in  the  DTI 
transcripts  was  fundamental 
to  the  prosecution,  and  with¬ 
out  them  there  would  have 
been  no  case  against  him. 


Lawyers 
consider 
claim  for 
redress 


By  Frances  Gibb 


ERNEST  SAUNDERS  hinted 
at  fresh  legal  actions  yester¬ 
day.  including  the  possibility 
of  a  compensation  daim 
against  the  Government. 

He  ran  up  a  legal  aid  bill  of 
EJ2S  million  in  defence  costs 
for  the  criminal  trial  that  was 
held  to  be  unfair  yesterday. 
But  he  funded  the  six-year 
battle  to  Strasbourg  himself, 
with  the  help  of  friends. 

He  has  earned  an  estimated 
£125,000  a  year  from  consul¬ 
tancy  work  since  being  re¬ 
leased  from  prison  and  has 
had  a  pension  from  Guinness 
since  being  dismissed  in  1987. 

Yesterday  the  court  rejected 
his  claims  totalling  more  than 
E4.6  million  for  Tost  income 
and  expenses  and  also  cut  his 
plea  for  almost  £340.000  in 
court  costs  and  expenses  to 
£75.000.  Any  compensation 
daim  against  the  Government 
would  depend  on  whether  the 
Home  Secretary  referred  his 
conviction  back  to  rhe  Court  of 
Appeal  and  whether  it  was 
quashed.  Without  that,  he  is 

still  a  convicted  criminal. 

Yesterday  all  the  signs  were 
that  that  was  extremely  un¬ 
likely.  Government  officials 
pointed  to  the  European 
judges'  comment  that  the 
oucome  of  this  trial  might  not 
have  been  any  different,  even 
if  tiie  DTI  evidence  had  not 
been  used.  The  Serious  Fraud 
Office  said  it  would  resist  all 
attempts  id  have  the  convic¬ 
tion  quashed  or  compensation 
awarded. 

Mr  Saunders  indicated  that 
legal  action  for  compensation 
was  one  option.  “My  advisers 
and  1  will  now  be  considering 
all  the  options  open  to  us 
legally  and  otherwise." 


Devlin:  pleased 


Private  eye 
who  spotted 
unfairness 


GEORGE  DEVLIN,  foe  mul¬ 
timillionaire  and  self-styled 
"human  rights  consultant"  to 
Ernest  Saunders,  had  reason 
to  look  pleased  with  himself 
yesterday. 

For  six  years  he  has  worked 
more  or  less  foil-time  prepar¬ 
ing  the  case  fust  for  the 
European  Commission  on 
Human  Rights  and  then  for 
the  European  court  “I  was 
the  one.”  he  said  proudly, 
“who  first  identified  that  the 
use  of  tills  evidence  in  Mr 
Saunders's  trial  was  unfair." 

Mr  Devlin,  55,  a  tax  exile 
with  homes  m  Switzerland. 
France  and  London,  started 
as  a  litigation  and  common 
law  soSiritor's  derk  in  a  City 
law  firm.  He  then  turned 
private  eye.  spending  20  years 
specialising  in  investigations 
for  solicitors  and  counsel  in 
complex  fraud.  He  was  a 
prindpal  In  the  company. 
Devlin  &  Co,  now  run  by  his 
son. 

After  a  spell  in  the  property 
business  he  took  early  retire¬ 
ment  in  1992.  Hebegan  work¬ 
ing  for  Mr  Saunders  after  the 
abortive  second  Guinness 
trial  and  says  he  stiK  expects 
to  be  folly  occupied  on  the 
case.  "This  is  going  to  go  on 
and  on  and  on." 
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Coronation  Street  hit  by  strong  bidding  from  Roadshow 

Aunty’s  antiques  knock 
down  ITV’s  old  soap 

By  Alexandra  Frjban,  media  corespondent 

ATTEMPT  by  OV  to  audience,  he  added.  Mr  Jade-  running  the  1960s  sitcom.  TUI 
the  nagging  ratings  of  sot's  comments  come  at  a  Death  Us  Do  Part,  featuring 
Goronaaon  Street  by  launch-  difficult  time  for  Coronation  the  foul-mouthed  bigot  Alf 
ing  a  fourth  weekly  episode  is  Street,  whkh  has  recently  tost  Garnett,  played  by  Warren 
iaiung  m  the  race of  unfore-  its  position  as  the  113000%  MnebelL  In  his  heyday,  the 
seen  oppo^bonfrom  BBCi*  most  popular  programme  to  outspoken  Alf  Garnett  caused 
A T1\MeS  BBC]*s  EastEnders.  outrage  by  referring  to  blade 

Audience  for  the  soap  op-  A  spokesman  for  Granada,  people  as  “coons’*  and  to  his 
era's  Sunday  evening  slot  makers  of  Coronation  Street,  son-in-law,  Mike  —  played  by 
have  fallen  from  15.7  million  said  that  its  core  audience  Tony  Booth,  father  of  Gherie 
^ceitslannch  on  November  consisted  of  middle-aged  Booth,  now  the  wife  of  Tony 
ip,  to  13_5  million,  compared  to  people  —  exactly  that  targeted  Blair,  die  Labour  leader  —  as 
a.  steady  *0  million  for  An-  by  Antiques  Roadshow.  “An-  “a  randy  Scouse  gir*. 
tiquesRoadsh ow.  tiques  Roadshow  starts  15  Mark  Thompson,  Control- 

r  Jackson,  controller  minutes  earlier  than  Corona-  ler  of  BBC2.  said  that  it  was 

ot  BBC1,  said:  “Antiques  tion  Street  on  a  Sunday  so  unlikely  to  censor  the  pro- 
Roadshow  is  probably  die  people  are  already  hooked  by  gramme,  which  formerly  at- 
most  successful  _  programme  that  by  the  time  we  start"  traded  audiences  of  up  to  25 

we  have  had  against  Corona-  Mr  Jackson  was  speaking  at  million,  because  viewers 

/ion  Street  since  Steptoe  and  the  launch  of  die  BBC'S  winter  would  understand  that  it  ex- 
Son  in  the  1960s."  schedule,  which  includes  a  posed  the  bigotry  behind  Alf 

Mr  Jackson  said  that  the  £5.5  million  production  erf  Garnett’s  views  without  en- 
fourth  Coronation  Street  epi-  Ivanhoe,  Sir  Walter  Scott'S  dorsing  them, 
sode  was  not  natural  weekend  novel  set  among  the  knights  of  “It  is  indisputably  one  of  the 
viewing.  “I  am  not  convinced  the  Crusades  in  medieval  Eng-  greatest  comedies  that  the 
that  every  Coronation  Street  land.  It  stars  Christopher  Lee,  BBC  ever  produced  and 
viewer  wants  to  see  it  on  a  Steven  Waddington  and  the  overwhelming  majority  erf 
Sunday,"  he  said,  it  was  a  time  Ciaran  Hinds,  ivanhoe  was  a  viewers  wfl]  be  happy  to  see  it 
for  families  to  sit  down  togeth-  hit  in  the  1960s  for  ITV.  when  bade  again,"  he  said, 
er.  but  the  programme  ap-  it  starred  Roger  Moore.  Another  period  piece,  Jo- 

pealed  mainly  to  a  female  The  BBC  will  also  be  re-  seph  Conrad's  Nostromo,  will 


be  adapted  for  television  for 
the  first  time,  starring  Colin 
Hrth,  Albert  Finney  arid  Clau¬ 
dia  Cardinale.  on  BBC2.  Mod¬ 
em  drama  in  the  BBC 
schedule  includes  a  new  pris¬ 
on  serial.  Insiders,  written  by 
Lucy  Gannon,  the  creator  erf 
Peak  Practice,  Soldier  Soldier 
and  Bramweti  for  ITV, 

Michael  French,  who  until 
recently  played  David  Wicks 
in  EastEnders,  has  a  new  role 
as  a  time- travelling  detective 
in  The  Crime  Traveller,  and 
Sinead  Cusack  and  Miles 
Anderson  star  in  a  modem 
marriage  series.  Have  Your 
Cake. 

Factual  programmes  on 
BBC]  indude  Children's  Hos¬ 
pital.  a  look  inside  the  casual¬ 
ty  unit  at  the  Alder  Hey 
Hospital  in  Liverpool  East¬ 
Enders  star  Wendy  Richard 
presents  The  Big  C,  a  pro¬ 
gramme  about  cancer,  a  year 
after  diagnosis  of  her  own 
breast  cancer. 
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Daughter 
to  boycott 
premiere 
of  film 

By  Dalya  Alberge 

THE  sister  of  an  Australian 
pianist  whose  life  story  is  the 
subject  of  an  award-winning 
film  has  refused  to  attend 
tomorrow’s  European  pre¬ 
miere  in  London  because  she 
feels  the  movie  is  an  insult  to 
the  memory  of  their  father. 

Margaret  Hdfgott  has  ex¬ 
pressed  outrage  over  “myths 
and  inaccuracies"  in  a  film 
about  her  brother  David  that 
portrays  her  father  Peter,  a 
survivor  of  the  Holocaust  as 
dictatorial  and  smothering 
them  with  love.  She  com¬ 
plained  to  Australian  news¬ 
papers  about  “imaginary 
scenarios"  in  the  film.  Beat¬ 
ings.  it  suggests,  drove  the 
son  to  a  nervous  breakdown. 
She  is  also  said  to  object  to  an 
actor  with  a  German  accent 
being  cast  as  her  father. 

Shine,  tipped  for  an  Oscar 
and  featuring  Sir  John  Giel¬ 
gud.  opens  in  Britain  next 
month. 

The  director,  Scott  Hicks, 
insisted  that  his  research, 
which  inclnded  talking  to 
David  Hrtfgatt,  had  been 
meticulous. 


Dracula  and  Co 
repay  stake  in 
gothic  horror 

By  Alan  Hamilton 

IN  THESE  days  of  The  X  2,000  best  volumes  yesterday, 
Fites  the  Victorian  Gothic  still  has  4.000  left.  He  picked 
ghost  story  may  no  longer  them  up  for  a  song  at  charity 
have  the  power  to  terrify,  but  shops  and  street  markets  over 
it  still  commands  the  power  of  35  years, 
money.  A  collection  of  Z000  One  of  his  best  buys  was  an 

tales  of  mystery  and  imagma-  1886  first  edition  of  Robert 
tion.  many  by  the  most  ob-  Louis  Stevenson’s  The 
score  of  authors,  were  sold  at  Strange  Case  of  Dr  Jekyll 
Sotheby's  yesterday  for  and  Mr  Hyde,  in  its  original 
£233,000,  more  than  twice  the  paper  cover,  which  he  bought 
auctioneer’s  estimate.  for  one  shilling  (5p)  from  a 

Hie  top  price  of  E7.82D  was  bookshop  in  Wales.  It  went 
paid  for  a  pristine  1851  first  for  £980: 
edition  of  Ghost  Stones  and  T  am  approaching  retire- 
Tates  of  Mystery  by  J.  Sheri-  meat  and  I  always  saw  my 
dan  Le  Farm,  not  an  author  collection  as  a  kind  of  pen- 
whose  name  is  much  bandied  shun."  Mr  Stevens  said  last 
about  Hampstead  dinner  par-  night.  “Besides,  being  custodi- 
ty  tables  these  d^s.  Bycoin-  -  anpf  so  many  books  is  a  bit  of 
parison,  a.  first  edition  of  a  tie."  He  confessed  himself 
Bram  Stoker’s  much  better  staggered  at  the  prices,  espe- 
known  Dracula  went  for  daftyaslrehad  bought  tite  top 
£3.910.  while  a  particularly  lot  the  £7,820  Le  Farm,  ft 
rare  first  edition  of  Sir  Arthur  auction  less  than  20  years  ago 
Conan  Doyle’s  Mysteries  and  for  a  couple  of  hundred 
Adventures  published  in  1889  pounds, 
made  a  disappointing  £1,650.  “1  read  a  great  deal  as  a  boy 

Sotheby's  book  experts  said  and  I  began  to  collect  the  sort 
last  night  that  the  collection  of  books  I  liked  reading.  To 
was  the  finest  of  its  kind  to  the  average  reader,  many  of 
come  to  market  within  memo-  them  will  be  extremely  ob- 
ry.  There  were  no  regrets,  scure  but  they  are  well  known 
however,  for  the  seller.  An--  to  enthusiasts  of  Gothic  litera- 
drew  Stevens,  a  Devon  solici-  tore,  of  whom  there  are  more 
tor  who  assembled  a  huge  than  you  might,  dunk."  Mr 
library  of  ghost  and  mystery  Stevens  said.  - 
stories  over  35  years  and  who,  "I  have  never  been  on 

despite  die  disposal  of  his  holiday  without  finding 

bodes  to  add  to  my  collec¬ 
tion.”  be  said.  “1  should  dunk 
I've  bought  books  in  every 
county  in  England  and  Wales 
—  some  from  ordinary  book¬ 
sellers  but  hundreds  from 
market  stalls  and  charity 
shops.”/ 

PfeterSefley,  Sotheby's  Eng- 
lish  literature  expert,  said  that 
the  excellent  condition  of  the 
books  bad  boosted  interest 
He  added  “The  Gothic  field 
attracts  a  great  many  collec¬ 
tors  and  prices  are  going  up. 
.  There  has  been  a  whole  re- 
evaluation  of  the  Gothic  opvel 
in  academic  rirdes,  partly 
because  it  often  deals  with  the 
currently  fashionable  topics 
of  gender,  feminism  and 
sexuality.” 
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RoC  Retinol 
reduces  wrinkles. 
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Vogue 

recommends  it. 

Cosmopolitan 
praises  it. 

We  guarantee  it. 


If  you’ve  ever  wanted  to  reduce 
the  signs  of  ageing,  now  you  can. 

Voted  “Best  anti-ageing  product 
of  1996"  by  Vogue,  and  one  of 
the  best  beauty  buys  of  1996  by 
Cosmopolitan.  RoC  Retinol  Actif 
Pur  is  a  genuine  breakthrough  now 
available  in  Britain. 

What’s  more,  we’re  confident 
that  this  formula  will  work  for  you. 


In  fact,  we  guarantee  that  you’ll 
notice  an  improvement  within  four  '■ 
weeks  and  a  long  term  reduction  in 
wrinkles  after  twelve  weeks. 

At  RoC  we’re  confident  that 
you’ll  find  this  treatment  a  genuine 
breakthrough,  but  don’t  just  take 
our  word  for  it. 

As  Cosmopolitan  said  “It  really 
works." 


Wrinkles  reduced  in  12  weeks.  Guaranteed. 


HVKJ-AllER&tNIC  WITHOUT  FtJfflttC. 
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Lincoln  dean  says 
he  will  resign  if 
the  money  is  right 

By  Ruth  Gledmll.  religion  correspondent 


THE  Dean  of  Lincoln  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday  rliai  he 
was  willing  to  resign  from  the 
city's  embattled  cathedral.  The 
Very  Rev  Brandon  Jackson 
said  that  his  lawyers  were 
negotiating  with  the  legal 
tram  at  Lambeth  Palace,  the 
London  home  of  the  Archbish¬ 
op  of  Canterbury. 

Earlier  this  year.  Dr  George 
Carey  asked  Dr  Jackson  and 
Canon  Rex  Davis,  the  Sub- 
Dean,  to  resign.  The  Dean 
said  that  he  would  resign  only 
if  Canon  Davis  went  too.  He 
now  says  that  he  is  prepared  to 
relinquish  his  freehold  pos¬ 
ition  unilaterally  and  that 
negotiations  between  lawyers 
have  been  taking  place  for 
some  rime.  Canon  Davis  said 
he  saw  no  reason  to  go. 

The  two  men  were  speaking 
a  her  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  the 
Right  Rev  Robert  Hardy,  an¬ 
nounced  he  would  boycott 
Christmas  services  at  the  ca¬ 
thedral  in  protest  at  their 
failure  to  resolve  the  long- 
running  dispute.  Dr  Jackson 


Jackson:  said  bishop 
was  die  real  problem 

said  that  his  departure  de¬ 
pended  on  Dr  Carey  fulfilling 
his  promise  to  preserve  his 
"dignity  and  honour"  and  to 
ensure  that  he  was  not  finan¬ 
cially  disadvantaged.  “If  the 
Archbishop  welshes  on  his 
promise,  then  I  will  be  happy 
to  stay  until  Itm  70,"  said  Dr 
Jackson,  who  is  62. 

The  dispute  has  its  origins 
in  a  loss-making  exhibition  of 


the  cathedral’s  Magna  Carta 
in  Australia  in  J988.  organised 
by  Canon  Davis.  Dr  Jackson 
was  appointed  the  following 
year.  He  was  deared  by  a 
consistory  court  last  year  of 
sexual  misconduct  with  a  for¬ 
mer  cathedral  verger. 

Dr  Jackson  said:  “1  am  not 
the  centre  of  the  dispute.  The 
bishop  is.  And  he  has  failed  for 
over  seven  years  now  to  exer¬ 
cise  his  authority  properly."  A 
spokesman  for  the  bishop  said 
Dr  Brandon  “is  continually 
saying  he's  going  but  he  wQI 
never  tell  us  when.  And  his 
perpetual  attack  upon  the 
bishop  is  something  which 
upsets  the  whole  diocese." 

□  A  married  dergyman  is  to 
be  examined  at  a  church  court 
over  allegations  that  he  had 
affairs  with  several  parishio¬ 
ners.  The  Rev  Clifford  Wil¬ 
liams,  48,  a  Church  in  Wales 
recTor  of  BenJIech.  Anglesey, 
denies  the  claims,  made  in  a 
Sunday  newspaper. 
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get  a  grip  on  life 

BY  NJCCL  HaWKES,  SCIENCE  EDITOR  - 


Stacey  Carter-Brooks,  10,  had  two  missing  fingers 
replaced  by  the  second  toe  from  each  foot 


TOES  make  an  excellent  sob* 
stitute  when  transplanted  on 
to  the  hands  of  children 
without  fingers,  a  surgeon's 
study  has  found.  Wafkmg  is 
not  affected  and  they  are  able 
to  grip  and  grasp. 

The  survey  was  conducted 
by  Simon  Kay,  of  St  James’s 
University  Hospital,  Leeds, 
who  has  carried  out  more 
than  100  of  the  toe  transfers. 
Mr  Kay  lost  a  finger  in  a 
childhood  accident  and  was 
inspired  by  the  efforts  of  a 
surgeon  to  save  it  for  him. 
That  operation  did  not  sne^ 
cecd  and  he  was  left  with  only 
three  fingers  on  his  left  hand. 

His  study  of  the  first  40 
operations,  involving  the 
transfer  of  66  toes,  has  shown 
complete  success,  with  all  the 
toes  working  wefl.  The  child¬ 
ren  were  able  to  grip  paper 
and  Lego  blocks  and  to  twist 
jar  lids  on  and  off. 

The  psychological  benefits 
were  also  enormous,  Mr  Kay 
discovered,  with  the  children 
lessseUkonsdotrs  about  their 
hand  and  more  willing  to 
play  with  friends  and  take 
part  in  school  activities.  Once 


in  place,  the  foe  grows  and,  to 

the  casual  eye.  looks  remark¬ 
ably  Like  a  normal  finger. 

The  second  toe  from  either 
or  both  feet  is  removed  dur¬ 
ing  the  operation,  which 
takes  up  to  right  hours.  It  is 
suitable  for  children  born 
without  fingers  and  for  those 
who  have  lost  them  in  acci¬ 
dents.  The  muscles  and  ten¬ 
dons  that  control  the  fingers 
are  usually  complete  in  die 
arm  and  ready  to  be  connect¬ 
ed  to  the  new  digit.  A  micro¬ 
scope  is  used  during  ultra- 
fine  stitching  of  nerves  and 
blood  vessels. ... 

'■  Stacey  Carter-Brooks.  10, 
from  York,  was  born  with  two 
fingers  of  one  hand  missing. 
Her  mother,  Denise 
Waddell,  said:  “We  are  very 
happy  with  the  results  of  the 
operation. 

“Before.  Stacey  always 
tended  to  hold  one  hand 
behind  her .  back.  She 
wouldn’t  play,  she  held  back. 
Now  nobody  notices  that  two 
of  her  fingers  are  toes.  The 
only  problem  is  that  she  now 
has  a  very  slim  foot,  so  shoes 
tend  to  cost  more." 
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Psychological  society 


Parents  who  row 
‘likely  to  produce 
high  achievers’ 


By  Jeremy  Laukance,  health  correspondent 


FAMILIES  that  argue  fre¬ 
quently  —  or  are  “expressive", 
as  psychologists  prefer  to  put 
it— are  more  likely  to  produce 
high  achievers. 

Research  presented  to  the 
British  Psychological  Society’s 
London  conference  yesterday 
showed  that  conflict  within 
families,  coupled  with  a 
strong  sense  of  cohesion,  pro¬ 
duced  offspring  who  are  better 
prepared  to  deal  with  life’s 
difficulties,  regardless  of  the. 
family  structure  in  which  they 
were  raised.  .. 

•Coming  from  a  broken 
home  was  no  bar  to  success  to 
later  life.  The  conventional 
ideal  of  the  nudear  family  was 
less  important  to  child  dev¬ 
elopment,  than  what  went  on 
between  parents  and  children, 
whether  there  was  oaeparent 
err  two.  Achieving  cohesive¬ 
ness  within  the  family  was 
helped  by  one  parent  being 
absent  for  part  of  childhood 
but  was  harmed  if  there  were 
too  many  sons,  the  study 
found. 

Tony  Cassidy,  a  senior  lec¬ 
turer  in  psychology  who  car¬ 
ried  out  toe  research  with 
colleagues  at  Nene  College  to 
Northampton,  told  the  meet¬ 
ing:  “We  were  looking  at  what 
nukes  children  more  resilient 
to  stress.  We  found  it  is  not 
related  to  the  structure  of  the 
family  —  whether  it’s  broken 
or  not  —  but  more  to  its 
cohesiveness." 

Encouragement  towards  in¬ 
tellectual  and  cultural  pur¬ 
suits  was  one  of  the  most 
important  predictors  of  suc¬ 
cess  in  families.  But  this  had  to 
be  coupled  with  freedom  of 
expression  and  encourage¬ 
ment  to  debate  and  argue.  Dr 


Cassidy  said:  “More  expres¬ 
sive  families  tend  to  produce 
children  who  are  higher  in 
mastery  —  that  is,  they  see 
problems  as  challenges  rather 
than  as  threats.  Stress  comes 
from  .  seeing  problems  as 
threats  rather  than  challenges. 
If  expressiveness  is  not  en¬ 
couraged.  the  children  will 
tend  to  be  less  resilient  to  the 
face  of  stress.” 

The  researchers  studied  the 
family  backgrounds  of  169 
young  adults  —  selected  from 
the  Armed  Races,  skilled  non- 
manual  workers  and  students 
—  and  assessed  how  well- 
motivated  they  were  to 
achieve.  They  found  that  high 
achievers  were  more  likely  to 
come  from  families  which  had 
experienced  conflict  in  the 
form  of  rows  and  disputes 
with  parents  or  siblings. 

if  it  provoked  debate  and  a 
search  for  solutions,  conflict 
could  inspire  children  to  re¬ 
spond  positively  to  challenge. 


~Sssh .. .  /  don't  wionfpter 
kids  hearing  us  being 
nice  to  each  other " 


Sweet  solution  to 
sticky  problems 


By  Jeremy  Laukance 


WORKERS  who  chomp 
their  way  through  chocolate 
bars  and  chewing  gum  to 
handle .  stress  may  have 
sniffed  out  two  perfect  calm¬ 
ing  foods  to  hdp  them 
through  their  day. 

A  team  of  psychologists 
studying  the  effects  of  smells 
found  that  chocolate  and 
spearmint  had  a  powerful 
calming  effect  Blindfolded 
volunteers  wore  used  to  mea¬ 
sure  effects  on  theta  brain 
waves,  associated  with  levels 
of  attention.  .  . 

_  Neil  Martin  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Middlesex,  who  pre¬ 
sented  the  findings  to  the 
British  Psychological  Soci¬ 
ety's  conference  yesterday, 
said:  “Chocolate  generated 
less  theta  waves  than  any 
other  smeiL" 

Spearmint  had  a  similar 
effect,  but  synthetic  strawber¬ 
ry  boosted  attention,  proba¬ 
bly  because  it  bore  only  a 
distant  resemblance  to  the 
real  tiling  and  demanded 
concentration  to  identify  H. 
Hot  coffee  had  little  effect' . 

The  experiment  was  partly 
funded  by  the  food  industry. 
Dr  Martin,  senior  lecturer  to 
neuropsychology,  said: 
"Chocolate  and  spearmint 
are  very  sweet  and  ‘inay 
remind  people  of  certain 


things  that  arc  relaxing.  Or 
something  could  be  tapping 
into  a  sub-cortical  emotional 

centre." 

□  A  study  of  three  psychic* 
who  have  assisted  police 
forces  has  found  that  they 
were  less  accurate  than  a 
group  of  psychology  stu¬ 
dents.  Researdicrs  at  the 
University  of  Hertfordshire 
presented  the  psychics  with 
details  and  objects  from  Es¬ 
sex  murder  cases  and  asked  if 
they  had  any  insights. 

Three  students  had  the 
same  information.  Richard 
Wiseman  said:  “The  students 
were  bright  and  devised  quite 
acoirate  answers.  The  psy¬ 
chics  made  ambiguous  state¬ 
ments  which  they  tried  to 
twist  when  they  were  present¬ 
ed  with  answers.” 
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Popular  schools 
‘should  take  space 

from  neighbours’ 


By  John  O'Leary  and  David  Charter 


POPULAR  schools  should  be 
allowed  to  open  annexes  in 
neighbouring  schools  which 
have  empty  places,  the  Audit 
Commission  said  yesterday  in 
a  report  which  sparked  a  row 
over  the  Government's  claims 
to  have  expanded  parental 
choice. 

The  commission  said  one  in 
five  parents  failed  to  secure 
their  first  choice  of  school, 
while  up  to  £100  million  was 
being  wasted  on  spare  capaci¬ 
ty.  Popular  schools  were  not 
expanding  to  meet  demand 
because  there  were  no  incen¬ 
tives.  but  the  use  of  neighbour¬ 
ing  premises  might  help  avoid 
“gridlock”  in  admissions. 

Bob  Chilton.  Director  of 
Local  Government  Studies  at 
the  commission,  said:  “Par¬ 
ents  do  not  choose  a  school  for 
its  buildings:  it  is  the  learning 
experience  they  are  after  for 
their  children.  If  other  build¬ 
ings  could  be  found  in  the 
locality,  it  would  be  one  way  of 
promoting  choice  without 
incurring  additional 
expenditure." 

Research  by  the  commission 
showed  that  dass  sizes  were 
growing  in  popular  schools 
because  head  teachers  were 
required  to  take  pupils  up  to  a 
notional  capacity,  which  was 
often  larger  than  parents  or 
teachers  wanted. 

At  Coombe  Hill  Infants 
School,  in  Kingston  upon 
Thames,  for  example,  there 
were  210  pupils,  compared 
with  the  official  capadty  of 
168.  The  result  was  classes  of 


Squire  attacked  report’s 
"simplistic  conclusions" 

35  throughout  the  school.  At 
the  same  time,  however,  the 
number  of  surplus  places  was 
growing  year  by  year,  despite 
Government  promises  to 
purge  them  from  the  system. 
The  commission  estimated 
that  40  per  cent  of  the  900.000 
empty  places  could  be  re¬ 
moval  if  focal  authorities  took 
a  stronger  line. 

One  school  unable  to 
capitalise  on  its  popularity  is 
Bordesley  Green  Girls*  School 
in  Birmingham.  For  seven 
years  it  has  wanted  to  expand. 
The  school  can  take  120  pupils 
a  year  but  last  year  had  250 
applicants,  while  a  nearby 
mixed  comprehensive  school 
could  511  only  half  its  places. 
The  empty  desks  at  Park  View 
School  prevented  Birm¬ 
ingham  Chy  Council  from 


winning  government  funding 
for  new  buildings  at  Bordesley 
Green. 

Abdul  Malik,  the  chairman 
of  governors,  said  the  situa¬ 
tion  was  a  “nightmare"  for 
parents  in  the  predominantly 
Muslim  community  around 
the  school.  More  than  70 
families  appeal  against  rejec¬ 
tion  every  year  but  only  two  or 
three  are  successful. 

Mr  Malik  added:  “As  chair 
of  governors,  parents  try  to 
lobby,  request  and  beg  me  to 
do  something  because  their 
child  wants  to  be  in  the  school. 
It  is  heart-breaking." 

The  commission's  report 
found  fault  with  both  central 
and  local  government  "Inac¬ 
tion  is  not  an  option.  Unwant¬ 
ed  and  unnecessary  school 
places  lock  up  scarce  re¬ 
sources  which  could  be  used 
elsewhere." 

Labour  described  the  report 
as  a  “devastating  indictment" 
of  government  policy.  David 
Blunkett,  the  Shadow  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Employment  Secre¬ 
tary.  said  his  parly’s  proposals 
for  local  education  plans,  cov¬ 
ering  all  state  schools,  were  in 
line  with  the  commission's 
recommendations. 

Robin  Squire,  the  Schools 
Minister,  said:  “ft  is  a  pity  that 
the  commission  has  devalued 
this  research  with  some  sim¬ 
plistic  conclusions  on  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  school  places  and 
standards."  He  added  that 
local  authorities  had  all  the 
necessary  powers  to  manage 
the  supply  of  school  places. 


Leah  Betts  jury  discharged 
after  failing  to  reach  verdict 


By  Michael  Horsnell 

A  JURY  was  discharged  yes¬ 
terday  after  failing  to  reach  a 
verdict  over  a  student  accused 
of  supplying  Leah  Betts  with 
the  Ecstasy  tablet  that  killed 
her.  A  decision  on  whether  to 
order  a  retrial  will  be  made  by 
the  Crown  Prosecution  Service 
by  the  end  of  the  week. 

Steven  Packman.  IS.  of 
Laindon.  Essex,  denied  at 


Norwich  Crown  Court  any 
part  in  the  supply  of  the  class 
A  drug  to  Miss  Betts,  who 
slipped  into  a  coma  at  her 
eighteenth  birthday  party  in 
November  last  year.  His 
friend  Stephen  Smith.  19.  from 
Basildon.  Essex,  has  admitted 
being  involved  in  the  supply  of 
the  tablet  and  awaits  sentence. 

The  jury,  which  began  hear¬ 
ing  evidence  on  December  10. 
faded  to  reach  a  verdict  after 


deliberations  lasting  nearly 
seven  hours. 

Paul  Betts,  Miss  Betts's 
father  and  a  former  police¬ 
man.  said:  "My  main  feeling 
is  frustration  at  the  fact  that  ' 
the  matter  is  not  over  and 
done  with.  We  have  got  to  go 
through  it  ail  again,  provided 
the  CPS  decides  to  have  a 
retrial.  It's  the  dosing  of  one 
chapter  and  the  opening  of 
another". 


PMummaHENTAL  INVESTIGATION  ftCENCY 


Maddened  by  pain  and  frustration,  a  bear  milked  for  the  bile  from  its  gall  bladder  bites  its  bars  on  a  Chinese  farm 

Charity  fights  to  free  tortured  bears 
from  the  milking  farms  of  China 


By  Daniel  McGrory 

THE  rusted  metal  cage  was  so 
cramped,  the  bear  could  nei¬ 
ther  stand  nor  turn  around. 
For  hours,  it  would  butt  its 
head  against  the  iron  bars  out 
of  frustration  and  pain.  Near¬ 
ly  starved  and  demented  by 
confinement,  the  animal  fay 
tn  its  own  filth,  writhing  m 
agony  from  the  gaping  septic 
wound  on  its  back. 

Thousands  of  bears  are 
kept  in  conditions  like  these 
on  farms  in  China  and  milked 
of  the  bile  from  the  gall 
bladder,  sold  as  a  traditional 
cure.  A  steel  catheter  is  jabbed 
into  the  bear's  side  and  a 
plastic  tube  runs  underneath 
the  skin,  protruding  from  the 
hole  in  its  matted  black  fur. 
Every  few  days  the  bear  is 
milked.  The  pain  leaves  the 
damped  animal  moaning 
and  da  wing  at  its  face.  Often 
these  animals  are  tethered  by 
steel  straps.  After  perhaps  ten 
years  of  this  treatment,  they 
are  left  unable  to  walk. 

Investigators  working  with 
Tusk  Forte’s  United  States 
partner,  the  Global  Survival 
Network,  found  that  some  of 
the  cages  had  “crush"  bars, 
designed  to  push  the  animals 
fiat  to  the  floor  to  make 
milking  them  easier. 

International  protests  have 
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persuaded  the  Chinese  au¬ 
thorities  not  to  go  ahead  with 
planned  expansion  of  bear 
farms  to  a  capadty  of  40.000 
animals.  However,  up  to 
15.000  bears  are  still  caged. 

Many  varieties  of  bear  are 
endangered.  The  Asiatic 
black  bear  once  ranged  across 
Asia  but  now  exists  only  in 


isolated  pockets.  In  China, 
where  demand  for  body  parts 
is  most  intense;  the  number 
could  have  dwindled  to 
12.000.  In  South  Korea,  the 
black  bear  is  officially  extinct 
As  supplies  rim  out  in 
China,  the  Russian  mafia  has 
taken  up  the  lucrative  trade. 
It  is  estimated  that  4,000  of 


the  animals  are  slaughtered 
each  year  for  their  gall  blad¬ 
ders  in  just  one  region  of 
Russia.  Cubs  are  left  to  die. 

Bear  paw  soup,  an  Asian 
dish  that  costs  up  to  £700  a 
bowl,  is  held  to  possess  invig¬ 
orating  properties.  In  some 
restaurants  in  Asia,  bears  are 
boiled  alive,  after  being  beat¬ 
en  with  sticks,  "to  ensure  a 
good  flow  of  fear  juices". 

Few  Asian  countries  have 
specialised  agencies  investi¬ 
gating  the  illegal  trade  in 
wild  fife.  A  bear  gall,  resem¬ 
bling  a  dried  fig,  is  easy  to 
hide  and  can  be  worth  several 
thousand  pounds.  Herbal 
and  synthesised  alternatives 
to  bear  bOe  are  available  but 
there  is  little  a  wareness  of  that 
in  Asia. 

Tusk  Force  and  Global 
Survival  Network  are  nying 
to  educate  Asian  consumers 
and  seeking  better  protection 
for  bears  and  tougher  enforce¬ 
ment  of  wildlife  laws. 

The  West  has  its  own 
Jeassons  to  learn;  in  North 
America,  40.000  bears  are 
killed  lawfully  each  year  but 
the  same  number  again  is 
taken  by  poachers.  The  North 
American  blade  bear  is  the 
source  of  most  of  the  trade  in 
bear  parts  for  trophies  but 
grizzly  and  polar  bears  are 
killed  too. 


Eight  boys 
expelled 
over  drugs 

Eight  boys  have  been  expelled 
from  a  public  school  after 
admitting  using  drugs.  Chris¬ 
topher  Saunders,  the  head¬ 
master  of  Lancing  College, 
Sussex,  said  that  a  quantity  of 
cannabis  had  been  discovered. 
One  pupil  had  been  given 
money  by  the  others  to  buy  the 
drug  and  had  made  contact 
with  a  supplier. 

Mr  Saunders  said:  “These 
are  the  first  expulsions  for 
drugs  in  the  school  since  19SI 
and  we  shall  continue  to  take 
an  uncompromising  stand." 

Officers  bailed 

Six  army  officers  charged  with 
rape  were  released  on  bail  by 
Judge  Paul  Clark  at  Oxford 
Crown  Court.  The  six.  serving 
with  the  Royal  Electrical  and 
Mechanical  Engineers,  will 
appear  before  magistrates  on 
January  S. 

Eviction  halted 

A  High  Court  judge  over¬ 
turned  Wolverhampton  Bor¬ 
ough  Council's  eviction  under 
new  powers  of  two  families  of 
travellers  from  waste  ground. 
Lord  Justice  Phillips  said  it 
had  not  considered  the  hu¬ 
manitarian  implications. 

Wheelchair  crash 

Police  are  seeking  an  elderly 
hit-and-run  driver  whose 
motorised  wheelchair  struck 
an  89-year-old  woman  on  the 
seafront  at  Bridlington,  East 
Yorkshire,  leaving  her  with  a 
badly  gashed  leg  that  needed 
19  stitches. 

Service  cancelled 

Relatives  of  British  victims  of 
tiie  Lockerbie  air  disaster  have 
decided  against  holding  a 
memorial  service  in  London 
for  the  first  time  in  eight  years. 
A  wish  not  to  deflect  attention 
from  the  Dunblane  massacre 
was  one  reason. 

Mandelson  gibe 

Sixty  Tory  MPs  have  signed 
an  early-day  motion  accusing 
Peter  Mandelson,  Labour’s 
campaign  strategist  of  "in¬ 
competence  in  failing  to  rig” 
the  BBC  Today  Personality  of 
the  Year  poll  in  favour  of  Tony 
Blair. 

Last  post 

Today  is  the  last  posting  date 
for  second  dass  items. 
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Something  to  appreciate 


You  only  have  to  use  a  Fujitsu 
ErgoPro  PC  to  appreciate  the 
benefits  of  its  ergonomic  design 
and  its  superb  manufactured 
quality. 

You  only  have  to  look  at  the  next 


For  example,  you  can  now  buy  a 
16Mb,  120  Mhz  Fujitsu  ErgoPro 
PC,  complete  with  14”  screen  and 
a  3  year  warranty,  for  just  £879 
(£1032.83  inc  vat).  Phone  us  now  for 
more  details.  As  you’ll  appreciate. 
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gritish  Ecological  Society  told  that  94  per  cent  of  flounders  in  Tyne  show  signs  nf  frmmkstinn 

Sex  changes  in  male  fish  New  de-icer 

C5  M  Where  do  Ihe  oestrogen-tike  chemicals  In  the  environment  come  from?  I  ,  r  - 
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' ir'  tailed 


’  '  Called 


By  Nick  Nuttall 
environment 

CORRESPONDENT 

FLOUNDERS  living  in  the 
iyne  estuaiy  are  apparently 
changing  sex  because  of  in¬ 
dustrial  pollution,  according 
to  a  new  study  of  male  fish 
which  shows  that  94  per  cent 
have  signs  of  feminisatim. 

Previous  studies  have 
shown  that  caged  trout  ex¬ 
posed  to  discharges  from  sew¬ 
age  treatment  works  under¬ 
went  sex  changes,  but 
yesterday’s  report  is  the  first  to 
show  them  in  wild  marine 
fish.  The  discovery,  which  will 
raise  concern  over  the  health 
of  North  Sea  fish  stocks, 
comes  amid  growing,  alarm 
over  the  effect  on  the  environ¬ 
ment  of  man-made  chemicals. 

Studies  from  around  the 
world  have  identified  nonyl- 
phenol  as  one  of  the  chemicals 
associated  with  a  fall  in  hu¬ 
man  sperm  counts.  The  chem¬ 
ical.  used  in  cleaning  agents, 
glues  and  paints,  appears  to 
mimic  the  female  hormone 
oestrogen  or,  in  some  cases. 


on  pollution 


Flounder:  study  found  evidence  of  malformed  testes, 
yolk  proteins  and  enlarged  livers  in  wild  male  .fish 

block  the  male  hormone  the  reproductive  organs,  en- 
androgen.  larged  livers  and  build-up  of 

The  latest  study,  by  Christi-  yolk  proteins  in  the  testes.  Ms 
na  Lye  of  the  marine  sciences  Lye  told  the  British  Ecological 
department  erf  the  University  Society's  winter  meeting  at 
of  Newcastle,  found  that  Durham  University:  “I  would 
flounders  suffered  damage  to  not  like  to  eat  these  fish.” 


Feminisarion  was  found  in 
flounders  up  to  2‘ 2  miles 
downstream  of  the  nearest  big 
treatment  works  ai  Howdon. 
which  handles  domestic  and 
industrial  waste. 

Ms  Lye,  whose  full  findings 
will  be  published  in  the  Mar¬ 
ine  Pollution  Bulletin  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  said  that  water  treatment 
works  might  be  just  one 
source  of  cot  lamination,  with 
the  fish  exposed  to  a  range  of 
pollutants  discharged  into  the 
Tyne  from  other  sources. 

.  The  research  focused  on 
flounders  because  they  are 
bottom -feeding  fish  which  mi¬ 
grate  between  the  salty  estu¬ 
ary  and  die  North  Sea  and  are 
considered  reasonably'  resis¬ 
tant  to  pollution.  Around  300 
were  caught  and  screened  for 
sexual  deformities  and  can- 
pared  with  100  flounders  from 
the  less-polluted  Solway  Firth. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  of  floun¬ 
ders  in  the  Solway  Firth  were 
showing  signs  of  sex  changes, 
compared  with  a  figure  of  94 
per  cent  on  the  Tyne.  Signifi¬ 
cant  levels  of  yolk  protein, 
normally  found  only  in  fe- 


M  Where  do  the  oestrogen-tike  chemicals  In  the  environment  come  from? 

Thousands  of  chemicals  could  act  like  natural  hormones.  Attention  has  focused  on 
nanylphenols  (found  in  plastics,  pesticides,  agricultural  products  and  car  washes)  nhihalates 
(resins,  plastics,  dyes),  and  the  breakdown  of  DDT.  The  contraceptive  pill  does  not  seem  to  be 
as  important  as  naturally  produced  female  hormones  reaching  rivers  through  sewage  works 

■  Are  the  amounts  of  these  chemicals  building  up? 

Ptissibly.  Many  substances  that  get  into  rivers  are  washed  out  to  sea.  but  others  end  uo  in 
sediments.  These  may  be  eaten  by  bottom-feeders,  recycling  the  pollutants.  v 

■  Is  the  problem  worldwide? 

Every  developed  country  is  likely  to  show  similar  effects.  Most  data  on  effects  on  wildlife  has 
originated  in  the  US.  Recent  dean-ups  of  rivers  may  have  made  the  problem  aoDarent. 
Previously,  many  rivers  were  too  dirty  for  wildlife. 

■  Can  the  chemicals  be  removed  from  water? 

No  easting  warer  treatment  works  do  so.  Technology  mighr  be  developed  if  major  culprits 
were  identified.  Natural  female  hormones  identified  as  a  possible  major  problem  by  the 
Environment  Agency  are  made  more  powerful  by  bacteria  in  sewage  plants.  3 

■  Are  people  at  the  same  risk  as  wildlife? 

Some  scientists  have  linked  falls  in  sperm  counts,  abnormalities  in  the  lestides  and  male 
infertility  10  the  problem,  but  evidence  is  contradictory.  No  cause  has  been  proved  and  some 
surveys  show  no  decline  in  sperm  count. 

■  How  can  we  reduce  possible  risks?  Is  bottled  water  safer? 

If  water  was  the  only  source,  bottled  water  might  be  cleaner  because  it  usually  comes  from 
deep  springs.  In  practice,  every  kind  of  food  is  a  potential  source.  Changing  earing  habits  on 
existing  evidence  is  not  justified. 

Nigel  Hawkes,  science  editor 


males,  were  found  in  the  testes 
of  the  Tyne  male  flounders. 
This  indicates  at  best  that  they 
were  producing  less  sperm 
and  3t  worst  were  switching  to 
egg  production. 

Ms  Lye  said  the  livers  of 
male  flounders  in  the  Tyne 
were  nearly  double  the  size  of 
those  in  the  Firth.  “Also, 
between  30  per  cent  and  69  per 


cent  of  those  in  the  Tyne  have 
malformed  testes,  versus  4  per 
cent  in  the  Sohvay  Firth,”  she 
said. 

Scientists  had  suspected 
that  chemicals  from  the  con¬ 
traceptive  pill  might  be  to 
blame  for  both  a  decline  in  the 
fertility  of  men  and  sex 
changes  in  wildlife,  but  recent 
research  ruled  this  oul 


□  Research  on  toad  tadpoles 
has  shown  that,  when  a  feed¬ 
ing  fish  turns  up.  the  tadpoles 
instinctively  group  for  de¬ 
fence.  Scientists  from  De 
Montfort  University  and  Imp¬ 
erial  College  London  believe 
the  tadpoles  can  sense  the 
presence  of  a  predator,  such  as 
a  stickleback,  before  they  actu¬ 
ally  see  it. 


New  de-icer 
‘safer  than 
rock  salt9 

By  Nick  Nuttall 

SCIENTISTS  have  discovered 
an  alternative  to  rock  salt  that 
de-ices  roads  without  damag¬ 
ing  the  environment.  Gritting 
with  salt  is  cheap  but  kills 
roadside  trees  and  plants,  as 
we|]  as  rotting  cars  and 
bridges.  It  can  also  harm 
freshwater  streams  and  rivers. 

The  scientists  from 
Bradford  University  have 
been  studying  calcium  magne¬ 
sium  acetate.  Trees  sprayed 
with  it  are  unscathed  and 
while  same  roadside  plants 
appear  to  grow  more  slowly, 
none  are  killed.  Alistair 
Headley,  of  the  department  of 
Environmental  Sciences,  said 
salt  was  being  phased  out  in 
some  parts  of  the  United 
Stares. 

The  Highways  Agency  said 
it  had  been  evaluating  alterna¬ 
tives.  including  calcium  mag¬ 
nesium  acetate,  but  they1  had 
been  dismissed  on  grounds  of 
cosl  Salt,  which  comes  from 
mines  in  Cheshire,  costs  be¬ 
tween  £25  and  E30  a  tonne 
whereas  the  new  chemical 
costs  about  £1,000  a  tonne. 
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SPORTS  officials  could  be 
liable  for  substantial  damages 
after  a  referee  was  blamed 
yesterday  for  the  appalling 
injuries  suffered  by  a  17-year- 
old  rugby  player. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  rejected 
as  "unsustainable”  an  argu¬ 
ment  by  the  referee,  Michael 
Nolan,  that  Ben  Smoldon  had 
consented  to  the  risk  of  injury 
by  voluntarily  playing  a 
highly  physical  game. 

M  r  Smddon, who  broke  his 
neck  when  a  scrum  collapsed 
and  is  confined  to  a  wheel¬ 
chair  for  life,  was  awarded 
damages  in  the  High  Court  in 
April  against  Mr  Nolan,  who  . 
had  failed  in  his  duty  to  the 
player.  The  damages  have  yet. . 
to  be  decided  but  yesterday’s 
ruling  dears  the  way  for  Mr 
Smoldon  to  receive  an  award 
of  £1  million. 

After  the  ruling,  the  Rugby 
Football  Union  said  it  expect¬ 
ed  its.  insurance  premium  to 
rise.  All  referees  are  automati¬ 
cally  covered  by  public  liahHty .. 
insurance,  funded  by  die  RFU. 
Since  the  High  Court  ruling, 
only  a  handful  of  amateur 
referees  have  told,  the  RFU 
that  they  no  longer  wish  to 
offidate. 

Lord  Bingham,  sitting  with 
Lord  Justice  Auld  and  Lord 
Justice  Neill,  said  all  rugby 
players  should  be  insured 
against  injury.  But  he  said  the 
court  did  not  want  to  “open  the 
door  to  a  plethora  of  daims  by 
players  against  referees  and  it 
would  be  deplorable  if  that 


were  the  result".  Lord  Bing¬ 
ham  said  rugby  was  not  a 
game  for  the  timid  or  the 
fragile  and  all  players  must 
expect  a  “fair  share  of  knocks, 
bruises,  strains,  abrasions 
and  minor  bony  injuries”  He 
said  tile  match,  between  Sut¬ 
ton  Coldfield  and  Burton-oo- 
Trent  Colts  in  October  199], 
was  very  unusual  as  it  had 
involved  up  to  24  collapsed 
scnanmages.Itwasalsodtfii- 
cultto  prove  that  a  referee  was 
responsible  for  a  specific  iryu- 
ty.  Neither  Mr  Nolan,  54.  an 
Army  cadet  force  administra¬ 
tor,  of  Tamworth,  Stafford¬ 
shire;  nor  Mr  Smoldon.  now 
22/of  Sutton  Coldfield,  were  in 
court.  -  .  .  «• 

"  Mr  Nolan’s  solicitors,  Da¬ 
vies  Arnold  Cooper,  said  the 
referee  was; “saddened”  by  the 
court’s  decision.  "The  scope  of 
potential  liability  for  sporting 
officials  has  today  been  great¬ 
ly  extended.  The  courts  have 
now  made  it  dear  they  are 
prepared  to  review,  in  appro¬ 
priate  individual  dreum- 
Stahces,  the  conduct  of  referees 
and  any  other  officials  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  control  of  the 
game  of  rugby.  In  any  active 
sport. injury  might  now  subse¬ 
quently  lead  to  officials  being 
liable  for  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  pounds.” 

•  Mr  Sm olden's  father,  Rog¬ 
er,  said:  “I  only  hope  that  Ben 
can  now  go  on  and  live  the  rest 
of  his  life.” 
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Moscow  fury  as  Columbus  dethrones  Tsar  Peter 


FROM  THOMAS  DE  WAAL  IN  MOSCOW 


Zurab  Tsereteli's  statue  of  Peter  the  Great  which  is 
being  erected  on  the  banks  of  the  Moskva  river 


IT  IS  vast,  hugely  expensive  and  in 
honour  of  a  man  who  actively  disliked 
Moscow.  Furthermore,  the  critics  of  the 
monumental  statue  of  Peter  die  Great 
being  raised  on  the  banks  of  the  Moskva 
river  say  ir  is  actually  a  recycled 
Christopher  Columbus. 

Members  of  the  Moscow  artistic  intelli¬ 
gentsia  staged  a  protest  meeting  last 
Sunday  against  Zurab  Tsereteli  and  his 
latest  165ft  statue.  The  protesters  said  that 
as  much  as  $50  million  (£30  million)  of 
dty  money  has  been  wasted  on  the  statue 
of  a  Tsar  who  rejected  Moscow  as  his 
capital.  The  statue  is  being  erected  to 
mark  the  300th  anniversary  of  the 
Russian  Navy  m  what  is  a  landlocked 
city.  The  statue  itself  is  not  impressing 
Muscovites  either. 

"It  is  monstrous.  I  just  don't  have  the 
words  for  it."  said  Yuri  Nikdayev,  an  oil 
painter  selling  his  pictures  an  the  em¬ 
bankment  in  the  shadow  of  the  statue. 

The  final  charge  against  Mr  Tsereteli  is 
the  most  unusual  one:  self-plagiarism. 
Four  American  cities  rejected  his  plan  for 
a  311ft  statue  of  Columbus  before  the  dty 
of  Columbus.  Ohio,  approved  the  idea. 
But  they  have  not  yet  found  the  funding  to 
start  creating  it. 

Mr  Tsereteli  has  denied  that  the  statue 
is  just  an  inverted  image  of  his  earlier 
design,  but  the  similarities  are  striking. 
Columbus  stands  on  a  ship  on  top  of  a 
thick  column,  left  arm  raised,  right  aim 
resting  on  a  ship's  helm.  Pfeter  the  Great  is 
also  standing  on  a  ship  on  a  column.  Only 
it  is  his  right  arm  that  is  lifted  up.  holding 
a  scroll.  His  left  hand  is  holding  an  eight- 
spoked  ship's  wheel  identical  to  the  one  on 
the  Columbus  statue. 

It  is  not  the  first  time  that  Mr  Tsereteli 
has  been  accused  of  recycling  designs.  A 
sculpture  in  bronze  called  Tragedy  of  the 
People .  in  memory  of  the  victims  of  the 
Nazis,  was  commissioned  for  Moscow's 
war  memorial  park.  Poklonnaya  Cora 
(The  Hill  of  Bows).  It  depicts  the  gradual 
disintegration  of  a  man  into  a  corpse.  But 
Moscow  newspapers  alleged  that  the 
Tragedy  of  the  People  was  a  reworking  of 
The  Tragedy  of  the  Jewish  People,  an 


Peter  the  Great,  the  Tsar  who 
rejected  Moscow  as  his  capital 


Columbus,  who  found  America 
while  seeking  a  route  to  India 

Israeli  commission  (hat  was  later  shelved. 
After  a  host  of  complaints  the  Russian 
version,  which  used  up  most  of  the  bronze 
in  the  city’s  sculpture  store,  has  been 
shipped  to  a  less  prominent  location. 

for  the  sculptors  of  the  Moscow  Artists 
Union,  the  Peter  the  Great  statue  was  the 
last  straw  in  a  process  they  are  calling 
“Tsereteli 5a ti on  Under  the  patronage  of 
Yuri  Luzhkov,  the  Mayor  of  Moscow',  and 


his  "cultural  adviser”,  the  folk  singer  Iosif 
Kobzon.  Mr  Tsereteli  has  already  pat  up 
five  major  monuments  in  foe  capital. 

His  largest  monument  to  date,  a  'war 
memorial  called  St  George  and  the 
Dragon,  is  particularly  controversial  It  is 
supposed  to  be  an  angel  perched  on  a 
sword,  but  has  been  unfavourably  com¬ 
pared  io  a  cockroach  skewered  on  a  pin. 
Alexander  Solzhenitsyn  recently  joined 
the  chorus  of  complaint  and  fulminated 
against  Mr  Tsereteli’s  "massive  and 
third-rate  monuments". 

Igor  Bondarenko,  an  architectural  his¬ 
torian.  said  his  main  objection  to  the  new 
statue  was  ethical  not  aesthetic.  If  it  was 
not  Mr  Tsereteli,  he  said,  they  were 
capable  of  commissioning  "someone  even 
worse". 

“I  am  depressed  and  annoyed  by  a 
system  In  which  someone  can  take 
decisions  like  this  without  any  consult¬ 
ation."  said  Mr  Bondarenko.  "Why 
should  I  be  forced  to  look  at  this 
Cblumbus  in  a  new  guise  when  dty 
money  could  be  being  spent  in  so  many 
better  ways?" 

Mr  Tsereteli  first  won  fame  15  years  ago 
with  a  statue  celebrating  the  friendship  of 
foe  Georgian  and  Russian  peoples.  A  tall 
rectangle  spilling  out  letters  of  the 
Georgian  alphabet,  ft  met  with  a  puzzled 
but  generally  positive  response  in  Mos¬ 
cow.  His  abstract  style  was  greeted  as  a 
welcome  change  to  the  tradition  of 
sombre,  figurative  statues  of  Soviet 
leaders.  But  ironically  since  foe  break-up 
of  foe  Soviet  Union.  Mr  Tsereteli  has 
reverted  to  foe  more  traditional  style 
against  which  he  used  to  react. 

He  is  now  consolidating  his  status  as 
court  artist  He  and  his  patron,  Mr 
Luzhkov,  were  recently  awarded  foe 
Russian  State  Prize  for  Literature  and  foe 
Arts  by  President  Yeltsin.  - 

"My  work  is  not  yet  finished,  so  it  is  too 
early  to  give  any  kind  of  evaluation,”  Mr 
Tsereteli  said  at  the  weekend.  "It  will  be  a 
new  ensemble  of  worldwide  importance, 
which  is  why  the  Moscow  Government  is 
attaching  such  huge  importance  to  foe 
project." 


Columbus,  commissioned  by  Columbus  in  Ohio, 
which  critics  say  Is  a  model  for  die  Moscow  work 
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WESTERN  aid  organisations 
yesterday  ordered  an  emer¬ 
gency  evacuation  of  their  staff 
from  Chechnya,  after  gunmen 
using  silenced  weapons  mur¬ 
dered  six  Red  Cross  workers, 
five  of  them  women,  as  they 
slept  in  their  beds. 

fn  one  of  foe  single  most 
brutal  incidents  of  foe  two- 
year  separatist  conflict,  sev¬ 
eral  suspected  Chechen  gun¬ 
men  broke  into  a  hospital  in 
Novye  Atagi,  11  miles  south  of 
Grozny,  and  murdered  the  aid 
workers  early  yesterday. 

Local  residents  came  out  to 
watch  as  colleagues  of  the 
victims  loaded  coffins  onto  a 
white  lorry  bearing  foe  logo  of 
foe  International  Committee 
of  the  Red  Cross.  The  hospital 
has  treated  1.500  people  since 
it  opened  in  September. 

No  one  claimed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  murders,  and 
both  the  Chechen  authorities 
and  the  Kremlin  were  quick  to 
condemn  the  incident  and 
emphasised  that  it  should  not 
be  allowed  to  undermine  their 
peace  agreement 

Nevertheless,  foe  attack  did 
have  the  immediate  effect  of 
halting  practically  all  foreign 
assistance  to  the  region. 

The  ICRC  described  the 
incident  as  the  single  worst 
attack  on  its  organisation  in  its 
J 33-year  history  and  ordered 
the  immediate  evacuation  of 
its  remaining  staff  from  the 
war-tom  republic.  It  named 
the  victims  as:  Hans 
Elkerbout,  a  Dutch  construc¬ 
tion  technician:  Ingeborg 
Foss,,  a  Norwegian  nurse: 
Nancy  Malloy,  a  Canadian 
medical  administrator:  Gunrt- 
hild  Myklebust,  a  Norwegian 
nurse;  Sheryl  Thayer,  a  New 
Zealand  nurse;  and  Fernanda 
Caiado.  a  Spanish  nurse. 

News  of  the  murders  caused 
panic  in  the  foreign  aid  com¬ 


munity  working  in  Chechnya. 
Merlin,  the  British  medical 
charily,  ordered  foe  evacua¬ 
tion  of  its  staff  from  the  area.  It 
has  suspended  its  programme 
for  one  week  while  it  considers 
whether  or  not  to  eontinue  its 
operations. 

M&iedns  sans  Frontieres 
reportedly  pulled  out  its  staff 
from  Chechnya  earlier  this 
year  after  a  number  of  its 
employees  were  kidnapped  by 
masked  gunmen  and  only 
freed  after  ransom  payments. 

Ruslan  Kutayev,  a  Chechen 
official,  said  foe  killings  were 
"an  intentional  and  planned 
provocation  aimed  at  foiling" 
presidential  and  parliamenta¬ 
ry  elections  scheduled  for  Jan¬ 
uary  27.  it  is  widely  suspected 
that  hardline  Chechens,  op¬ 
posed  to  foe  peace  deal  with 
Russia,  may  have  targeted  foe 
Red  Cross  workers  in  an  effort 
to  destabilise  foe  shaky 
agreement. 

The  attack,  will  be  particu¬ 
larly  humiliating  for  Zelim- 
khan  Yandarbiyev.  foe  Che¬ 
chen  President  who  is  running 
for  re-election,  because  he 
lives  in  the  village  and  it  is 
considered  one  of  his  strong¬ 
holds.  His  authority  has  beat 
severely  tested  over  the  past 
few  days.  Over  the  weekend 
Salman  Raduyev,  a  renegade 
Chechen  guerrilla  leader, 
made  his  opposition  to  the 
truce  with  Moscow  plain 
when  he  abducted  22  Russian 
servicemen  and  issued  de¬ 
mands  for  their  release. 

The  two'  incidents,  coming 
so  quickly  one  after  the  other, 
have  renewed  speculation 
that,  once  Russia  pulls  foe  last 
of  its  troops  out  of  Chechnya 
next  month,  the  nation  will  not 
evolve  into  a  new  democracy 
but  rather  slip  into  a  state  of 
anarchy  where  authority  will 
lie  with  various  armed  clans. 


By  Thomas  de  Waal 

THE  Kremlin  denied  a  news¬ 
paper  report  yesterday  that 
President  Yeltsin’s  daughter, 
Tatyana  Dyachenko,  is  going 
to  be  given  foe  official  status 
of  presidential  aide:  a  move 
that  would  anoint  her  formal¬ 
ly  in  her  role  as  foe  Presi¬ 
dent's  closest  adviser. 

The  -  heavyweight  daily 
newspaperSegorfnjpa  said 
Mrs  Dyachenko  would  be 
given  an  official  tide  before 
foe  month’s  end.  Sergei  Yas- 
trzhembsky,  Mr  Yeltsin’s 
press  secretary,  denied  foe 
report,  but  gave  himself  a  let- 
out,  saying  only  that  there 
were  "no  documents  con¬ 
firming"  foe  appointment 

Mrs  Dpchealiio,  37,  is 
credited  with  having  been  her 
father’s  chief  image-maker 
daring  foe  summer  election 
campaign..  Since  then  she  has 
stayed  one  of  his  closest 
political  advisers  and  a  dose 
colleague  of  Anatoli  Chubais, 
the  Kremlin  chief  of  staff. 

A  monthly  poll  of  experts  in 
Nezavisimaya  Gazeta  to  list 
Russia'S  “100  leading  politi¬ 
cians"  put  Mrs  Dyachenko 
tenth  this  month,  ahead  of  foe 
defence,  interior  and  finance 
ministers.  The  Opposition 
dubs  her  part  of  an  unac¬ 
countable  clique  running  the 
Kremlin. 


Dyachenko:  top  adviser 
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Russian  intelligence  service 
exposes  400  spies  in  two  years 
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/OPEN  EVBnr  DAY  UNTIL  CfffifSTMI& 


IN  THE  past  two  years  offi¬ 
cers  with  Russia's  counter¬ 
intelligence  service  have 
identified  and  put  under  sur¬ 
veillance  about  400  foreign 
operatives  mid  apprehended 
39  locally  recruited  Russian 
spies,  Nikolai  Kovalyov,  its 
head,  said  yesterday. 

He  added  that  Moscow 
was  ready  to  overlook  this 
years  damaging  spy  dispute 
with  Britain,  predicting  that 
foe  two  countries  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  co-operate  on 
intelligence. 

Speaking  at  a  Moscow  press 
conference.  Mr  Kovalyov,  who 
heads  the  Federal  Security 
Service  (FSB);  foe  successor  to 
foe  KGB,  said  Russia  was  foe 
target  of  numerous  foreign 
spying  networks.  "Unfortu¬ 
nately,  the  forecast  for  the 
coming  years tioes  not  suggest 


By  Richard  Beeston 

that  the  activities  of  foreign 
special  services  will  dimm¬ 
ish,"  he  said. 

Among  recent  arrests,  he 
highlighted  that  of  Platon 
Obukhov,  the  junior  Foreign 
Ministry  official  accused  of 
spying  for  Britain.  His  arrest 
in  April  triggered  the  worst 
spy  dispute  since  the  Cold 
War.  involving  foe  expulsions 
of  eight  diplomats,  four  each 
from  the  embassies  in  Mos¬ 
cow  and  London, 

“The  British  assumed  the 
mode  of  communication  they 
used  was  based  on  foe  latest 
technology,  the  latest  achieve¬ 
ments  of  science  and  technol¬ 
ogy,  and  they  thought  this  was 
perfectly  safe,"  said  Mr 
Kovalyov  suggesting  Britain 
had  been  lax  in  handling  Mr 
Obukhov.  "I  do  not  think  it 
will  affect  the  refcuions  be¬ 


tween  the  two  countries."  he 
said.  "In  some  ways  the  Brit¬ 
ish  special  sendees  have 
helped  us  a  great  deal." 

He  also  accused  the  United 
States,  Israel,  Sweden,  Turkey 
and  the  Baltic  states  of  run¬ 
ning  intelligence-gathering 
operations  in  Russia,  adding 
that  a  Russian  working  for  an 
unnamed  European  state 
would  be  exposed  soon. 

Still  based  at  the 
Lubyanka,  the  infamous  home 
of  the  KGB.  the  FSB  has  lost 
much  of  its  power  over  the 
Past  five  years.  Its  inadequa¬ 
cies  were  exposed  during  the 
Chechen  conflict,  when  it 
failed  miserably  to  gather 
intelligence  on  sejaaratists. 

It  is  becoming  increasingly 
active  in  areas  such  as 
fighting  organised  crime,  cor¬ 
ruption  and  terrorism.  * 
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home  with  mission 
to  prop  up  Zaire 

From  Sam  Kuzy.ArmcAcoiutESFONDUNT,  in  Nairobi  anb  BenMaontyrein  Paris 


PRESIDENT  MOBUTU  of 
Zaire  returned  to  Kinshasa 
yesterday  after  months  of  can- 
cer  treatment  in  Europe  to 
confront  his  toughest  political 
task  ~  how  to  prevent  the 
break-up  of  the  vast  country. 

Stepping  off  his  chartered 
plane  from  Nice,  the  last  of 
Africa’s  great  dictators,  who 
has  amassed  billions  during 
his  repressive  31-year  rule, 
raised  his  hands  ,  in  salute  to 
20.000  “supporters"  in  the 
crumbling  capital.  The  66- 
y ear-old  leader  was  aooompa- 
nied  by  a  huge  entourage  of 
security  guards,  aides  and 
family  members. 

His  flight  was  followed  by  a 
cargo  plane  carrying  consum¬ 
er  goods  such  as  French 
washing-rnachines,  refrigera- 
tors,  televisions,  video  record¬ 
ers  and  other  items  purchased 
to  a  last-minute  shopping 
spree  by  the  Mobutu  dan. 
Each  of  the  consumer  dura¬ 
bles.  making  up  the  Presi¬ 
dent's  baggage,  costs  more 


than  die  average  Zairean's 
annual  wage  of  £200.  ■ 

Many  African  observers 
were  surprised  that  Mr 
Mobutu  bothered  to  return. 
"He  has  salted  away  the  best 
part  of  $9  billion  (£5.4  bODon), 
he's  dying,  old,  and  has  proba¬ 
bly  kst  all  credibility  he  had 
with  his  own  people.  Why  he 
didn't  stay  where  he  was  [in 
the  south  of  France]  and  watch 
Zaire  fall  apart  on  satellite  TV 
beats  me,"  one  Western  am¬ 
bassador  in  Nairobi  said. 

But  others -believe  only  he 
can  hold  Zaire  together  as 
rebels  to  eastern  Zaire  have 
seized  control  of  a  swath  of  the 
country  and  routed  his  army. 
The  rebels  —  the  Alliance  of 
Democratic  Forces  for  Libera¬ 
tion,  Con  go-Zaire  —  under 
Western  pressure  have  been 
offering  ceasefire  negotiations 
for  the  last  ten  days.  So  far  Mr 
Mobutu  has  given  few  dues  to 
his  plans  for  tackling  the 
Rwandan- backed  rebel  offen¬ 
sive  to  the  east 


President  Mobutu  and  his  wife  arrive  at  Nice 
airport  from  where  they  flew  home  to  Kinshasa 


“Most  Africans  want  to  die 
at  home,  and  he  is  dying. 
There  are  also  signs  that  he 
has  been  wheeling  and  deal¬ 
ing  behind  the  scenes,  trying 
to  send  an  envoy  to  meet  with 
the  rebels  so  that  they  can 
negotiate  some  sort  of  peace,” 
another  ambassador  in  Kigali, 
the  Rwandan  capital,  said. 

Before  leaving  France,  Mr 
Mobutu  met  many  French 
politicians.  African  leaders 
and  Raymond  Chretien,  the 
United  Nations  envoy,  but  he 
has  not  said  whether  he  hopes 
to  negotiate  an  end  to  the 
rebellion  or  muster  his 
demoralised  troops  for  a 
counter-offensive. 

For  the.  past  five  years  Mr 
Mobutu  has  ruled  a  country 
the  size  of  Western  Europe 
with  a  mixture  of  well-timed 
chaos,  to  prevent  his  enemies 
from  organising  an  effective 
opposition,  followed  by  com¬ 
plete  indifference.  As  a  result, 
the  mineral-rich  provinces  of 
Shaba  and  East  and  West 
Kasai  have  established  a  form 
of  autonomy,  and  North  and 
South  Kivu  are  now  under 
control  of  the  rebels  led  by  a 
veteran  guerrilla  leader,  Lau¬ 
rent  Kabila.  They  have  vowed 
to  inarch  on  Kinshasa. 

African  leaders  are  worried 
that,  if  Zaire  falls  further  into 
chaos,  anarchy  wUl  spread  to 
tiie  nine  nations  bordering  it; 
rivi]  wars  already  rage  in 
Burundi  and  Sudan. 

Mr  Mobutu's  first  task  may 
be  to  rein  in  his  own  adminis¬ 
tration  before  both  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  Zaire  collapse 
under  a  rebel  onslaught  “This 
is  the.  sort  of  challenge  he 
.  might  like.  Perhaps  he  will 
rise  to  fr,”  a  veteran  African 
diplomat  stud. 


Israelis 
reject  US 
criticism 

FROM  Ross  Dunn  ' 

IN  JERUSALEM 

THE  Isnd  GowiukiiI 
yesterday  rejected  -,  crib- 
asm  by  President  CBntan 
Out  its  policy  of  Jewish 
settlements  was  an  obsta¬ 
cle  to  pea**. 

Binyamin  Netanyahu, 
the  Prime  Minister,  de¬ 
clined  to  comment  bat 
Yitzhak  Mordeduti,  the 
Defence  Minister,  made  it 
dear  (hat  his  Government 
intended  to  expand  Jewish 
settlements  in  the  West 
Bank  and  Gaza  Strip, 
despite  increased  pres- 
sure  from  die.  United 
Slates  not  to  do  so. 

“The  policy  of  fliis  Gov¬ 
ernment  is  to  strengthen 
settlement  in  places  where 
it  exists,"  Mr  Mordcchal 
told  reporters  during  a 
visit  to  the  Gaza  Strip. 

“There  are  natural 
needs  and  necessary 
growth  and  I  befieve  this 
policy  is  dear  and  was 
explained  to  every  ^  nat¬ 
ional  and  international 
dement  If  there  are  dis¬ 
agreements,  it  is  better  for 
ns  to  talk  about  them." 


Australia  uncorks 
wine’s  genetic  code 

From  Roger  Maynard  in  Sydney 


THE  Australian  wine  indus¬ 
try,  'which  already  enjoys,  an 
'enbriridus  British  fbUtiwmg.  is 
pensed  to  further  consolidate 
its  worldwide  reputation  with 
the  development  of  genetically 
enhanced  vines- 

The  breakthrough,  ■  an¬ 
nounced  by- scientists  in  Ade¬ 
laide  yesterday,  is  expected  to 
transform  the  country's  wine 
and  dried  fruit  industries  by 
boosting  -  both-  productivity 
and  quality. 

Australian  researchers  be¬ 
lieve  the  genetically  modified 
vines  will  produce  superior 
grapes,  enhanced  flavour, 
improved,  colour  development 
and  increased  .  disease 
resistance. 

.  The  research  team,  funded 
by  the  Australian  Govern¬ 
ment’s  Commonwealth  Sden- 
tific  and  Industrial  Research 
Organisation,  has  already 
produced  20  grape  vines  from 
single  ceils  in  a  test  tube 
environment,  each  containing 
a  new  introduced  gene.  . 

Nigel  Scott,  the  research 
team  leader,  revealed  that  they 
had  managed  to  isolate  the 
vine-  genes  responsible  for 
differing  -characteristics,  such 
as  colour  and  sugar  accumula¬ 


tion.  as  long  ago  as  1991.  Since 
then  they  had  been  searching 
for  a  system  to  return  the 
!  in  a  modified  form  into 


:  grape  vmes. 

“That's  what  we  have  now," 
he  said.  "It  is  a  tool  which  is 
used  for  most  transformations 
of  plants  but  for  grape  vines  it 
has  been  more  difficult  It  is 
the  last  piece  of  the  jigsaw 
puzzle  we  need.” 

Mr  Scott  said  their  research 
would  now  move  on  to  colour¬ 
ing  agents  to  other  grape  vines 
inoudtog  the  chardoraiay  and 
cabernet  varieties.  Success  in 
this  area  could  reduce  the 
need  for  sulphur  dioxide  in 
white  wines  and  enhancing 
the  colour  of  red  varieties.  The 
process  might  also  help  to 
isolate  those  genes  which  pre¬ 
vent  some  of  tiie  more  damag¬ 
ing  vineyard  diseases. 

Australia’s  wine  industry, 
already  worth  £750  million, 
produced  an  all-time  record 
grape  output  for  the  1996 
vintage  of  885,000  tonnes. 
With  production  expected  to 
increase  rapidly  over  the  next 
few.  years,  yesterday's  an¬ 
nouncement  could  place  Aus¬ 
tralia  on  the  threshold  of  a 
worldwide  wane  bonanza. 
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V.RAMESH.-REUTEF 


A  woman  tries  to  protect  her  belongings  yesterday  as  she  wades  through  the  fioodwaterv  in  the  southern  Indian  city  of  Madras.  Thousands 
of  homes  were  submerged,  rice  crops  were  damaged  and  more  than  80  people  were  killed  during  heavy  rains  in  Tamil  Nadu  state  last  week 


Peking’s  chosen  chief  tells  Patten  to  face  reality 


TUNG  CHEE-HWA  Hong  Kong's 
Chief  Executive-designate,  yesterday 
urged  the  Governor.  Chris  Patten,  to 
"face  the  reality”  and  help  to  establish 
a  form  of  government  for  the  future. 

“Too  much  argument  has  gone  on 
over  the  provisional  legislature."  die 
59-year-old  shipping  tycoon  said  in 
comments  before  flying  to  Peking  for 
his  formal  appointment  as  the  future 
leader  of  post-colonial  Hong  Kong. 
Mr  Patten  has  denounced  the  provi- 


From  Jonathan  Mirsky  in  hong  kong 


sional  legislature  as  unwarranted  and 
says  he  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it 
Speaking  to  the  Joint  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  Mr  Tung  said  the  British 
and  Hong  Kong  Governments  were 
“wrong"  for  refusing  to  cooperate 
with  Peking’s  handpicked  Provisional 
Legislative  Council  which,  on  July  I 
next  year,  will  replace  the  present 
wholly  elected  Legislative  Council 


(LegCo).  The  new  60-member  council 
will  be  chosen  on  Saturday. 

Both  councils  will  operate  at  once 
and.  obviously,  in  mutual  opposition. 
Although  tiie  provisional  council  wfll 
not  formally  take  office  until  July  L  its 
influence  wDl  be  great  if  not  decisive 
from  the  start  Nevertheless.  Mr 
Patten  has  described  it  as  “this  echo 
chamber”.  MrTung  has  admitted  that 


there  are  doubts  about  its  legality,  but 
he  said  this  will  be  resolved. 

Although  Mr  Tung  was  careful 
yesterday  not  to  set  any  dear  limits  on 
free  speech,  he  left  no  doubt  what  he 
would  discourage.  "Achieving  our 
aims  need  not  go  through  open 
confrontation  or  street  demonstra¬ 
tions.”  he  said  to  an  oblique  reference 
to  Hong  Kong  democrats,  who  fre¬ 
quently  take  to  the  streets  to  protest 
against  Chinese  actions. 


Longest  talktime, 


Enough  said. 


Tunes  quoted  arc  based  on  using  the  Extra 
Capacity  1600  NiMH  battery. 


<8> 


For  further  information  on 
Motorola  mobile  phones,  call 
free  on  0800  555  655. 


MOTOROLA 


(M).  Mcoorcita  and  MkroTAC  ara  trademarks  td  Motorola,  toe.  C1996. 


What  you  never  thought  possible  “ 


v 


12  OVERSEAS  NEWS 


THE  TIMES  WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER  IS  1996 


Clintons’  fighting 
fund  repays  cash 
to  Buddhist  sect 

Prom  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


THE  CLINTONS  have  been 
forced  to  repay  $640,000 
(about  £400,000)  in  question¬ 
able  Asian  donations  that 
were  intended  to  help  in 
settling  the  mounting  legal 
costs  of  scandals  involving  the 
White  House. 

The  latest  embarrassment 
to  the  President  and  his  wife 
emerged  after  trustees  of  their 
legal  defence  fund  announced 
that  much  of  the  money, 
received  from  an  Asian  busi¬ 
nessman  in  Little  Rock,  had 
been  raised  ar  American  meet¬ 
ings  of  a  controversial  Bud¬ 
dhist  sect  based  in  Taiwan. 

Although  the  money  was 
returned  last  spring,  long 
before  a  controversy  erupted 
over  Democratic  campaign 
finances,  the  repayment  was 
not  made  public  until  more 
than  a  month  after  the  Gin- 
tons  were  returned  to  the 
White  House. 

Created  in  1994  to  help  to 
pay  the  legal  fires  incurred  by 
either  Bill  or  Hillary  Clinton, 
the  defence  fund  currently 
faces  $2-2  million  in  bills  from 
inquiries  into  Whitewater,  the 
Paula  Jones  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  suit  and  numerous  other 
investigations.  Without  the 
dubious  donations,  trustees 
said  the  fund  now  totalled 
little  more  than  $100,000. 

Mrs  Clinton  is  once  more  at 
the  heart  of  this  latest  saga 
involving  Charles  Yah  Lin 
Trie,  a  native  of  Taiwan  and  a 
longstanding  friend  from  Ar¬ 
kansas  .  In  March  Mr  Trie 
presented  the  fund  with  two 
large  envelopes  filled  with 
cheques,  all  apparently  from 
American  citizens.  Many  of 
the  cheques  seemed  to  have 
been  issued  by  the  same 
people,  others  were  corporate 
and  most  of  the  money  had 
been  raised  at  meetings  of  one 
Buddhist  organisation.  Hie 
rules  of  the  defence  fund  insist 
that  contributions  cannot 
come  from  companies,  must 


Hillary:  new  saga 


be  personal  and  should  be  no 
greater  than  $1,000  a  year. 

The  Suma  Ching  Hai  Inter¬ 
national  Association  is  one  of 
die  fastest  growing  sects  in  the 
United  States.  Disciples  are 
ordered  ro  divorce  their 
spouses  and  stop  having  sex 
with  their  partners  if  they  fail 
to  recruit  them  to  the  Buddhist 
organisation. 

Ching  Hai,  the  master,  has 
auctioned  personal  effects, 
handkerchiefs  and  even  her 
Volvo  to  raise  funds  for  the 
group.  Last  year  one  initiate 
said  she  had  . spent  $800  on  a 
pair  of  the  leader's  socks. 

"We  concluded  under  the 
circumstances  we  should  not 
accept  the  contributions  and 

Belgians  reward 
top  sax  appeal 

Brussels:  President  Clin¬ 
ton's  services  to  the  saxo¬ 
phone  have  been  recog¬ 
nised  by  a  Christmas 
present  from  the  Belgian 
town  of  Dinant,  birthplace 
of  the  saxophone's  inventor, 
Adolphe  Sax  (1814-1894). 
The  gift  was  a  brooch  made 
from  18-carat  gold  in  the 
form  of  Mr  Clinton's  fa¬ 
vourite  instrument.  ( AFP) 


the  decision  to  return  the 
money  was  ...  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  President  and 
Mrs  Clinton.”  said  Michael 
Cardoza  the  chief  trustee. 

At  the  time  the  trustees 
informed  both  Mrs  Clinton 
and  Harold  Ickes,  the  deputy 
White  House  chief  of  staff,  of 
their  concerns  and  the  cheques 
were  locked  in  a  box  while 
investigators  tried  to  trace  ail 
the  donors.  Initially,  Mr  Car: 
dozo  said,  Mrs  Clinton  ap¬ 
peared  not  to  recognise  Mr 
Trie’s  name,  but  then  remem¬ 
bered  that  he  had  a  restaurant 
in  Utile  Rock.  "Only  then  did 
she  say.  ‘Oh  I  think  that  is  one 
of  the  restaurants  where  Bill 
used  to  go  for  lunch  when  he 
was  Governor’,”  he  said. 

Under  the  circumstances  it 
was  therefore  surprising  that 
two  weeks  after  die  meeting 
the  White  House  announced 
the  appointment  of  Mr  Trie  to 
a  16-member  advisory  panel 
on  Asian  trade. 

The  return  of  the  money  is 
certain  to  focus  further  atten¬ 
tion  on  this  shadowy  figure 
from  the  Clintons'  past.  Even 
before  the  announcement, 
there  were  indications  that  die 
Taiwanese  restaurant  owner 
may  have  had  a  hand  in 
orchestrating  questionable 
contributions  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  re-election  committee. 

He  first  met  Mr  Clinton 
while  he  was  running  the  Fu 
Lin  restaurant  in  Little  Rock 
but  has  since  become  an 
international  business  consul¬ 
tant  who  maintains  a  flat  at 
the  Watergate  complex  in 
Washington  and  has  recently 
started  a  partnership  with  Ng 
Lap-sen g.  a  Chinese  bom 
developer  living  in  Macau. 

Mr  Trie  also  has  links  to  the 
Riadys,  the  Indonesian  bil¬ 
lionaires  at  the  centre  of 
congressional  inquiries  into 
irregular  donations  to  die 
Democratic  electoral  cam¬ 
paign. 


UNIVERSAL  PICTORIAL  PRESS  4  AGBKY 


Estee  Lauder,  whose  $3.8  million  made  her  the  fifth  best-paid  woman  in  America 


American  women  break 
through  $10m  pay  barrier 


From  Quentin  Letts  in  new  york 


FEMALE  chief  executives  in 
American  business  saw  their 
salaries  leap  last  year,  break¬ 
ing  through  the  multi-million 
dollar  barrier. 

Women  still  earn  71  cents 
for  every  dollar  earned  by 
men  in  American  business, 
and  only  2  percent  of  the  best- 
paid  executives  are  female, 
but  the  gams  suggest  that 
change  is  on  the  way. 

The  top  woman  on  Work¬ 
ing  Woman  magazine’s  list, 
fitness  executive  Linda 
Wachner.  was  paid  $112  mil¬ 
lion  (£7  million)  last  year  —  a 
far  ay  from  the  top-salaried 


male  executive.  Lawrence 
Cass,  who  was  paid  $65 
million. 

The  number  of  women  in 
the  ranks  of  best-paid  execu¬ 
tives  at  “Fortune  500”  com¬ 
panies  (the  best-known  firms 
in  the  United  Slates)  almost 
doubled  last  year. 

According  to  company  re¬ 
ports  filed  with  (he  US  Securi¬ 
ties  and  Exchange  Com¬ 
mission.  the  ten  best  paid 
women  in  US  business  are: 

□  I:  Linda  Wachner.  Warn- 
aco  and  Authentic  Fitness, 
$112  million 

□  2:  Jill  Barad,  Mattel  toys. 


$62millkm 

□  3:  Carol  Bartz.  Autodesk 
computers,  $5.5  million. 

□  4.  Sally  Crawford, 
Healthsouroe,  $4  million. 

□  5.  Est£e  Lauder,  Lauder 
cosmetics.  $3.8  million. 

□  6.  N  gal  re  Curie©,  Conseco 
insurance.  $3.7  million. 

□  7.  Jane  Hirsh,  Copl^  phar¬ 
maceuticals.  $3.4  million. 

□  8.  Nancy  Fedot,  Gymboree 
clothing.  $32  million. 

□  9.  Donna  Karan.  Donna 
Karan  fashion,  $28  million. 

□  10.  Sharon  Mates,  North 
American  Vaccine.  $22 
million. 


Williams  charge 
over  Senna  used 
liberally  in  Italy 

FRom  Richard  Owen  in  Rome 


ITALIAN  legal  experts  said 
yesterday  that  Frank  Wil¬ 
liams,  the  Formula  One  team 
leader  charged  with  man¬ 
slaughter  over  the  death  of 
Ayrton  Senna,-  the  world 
champion,  was  unlikely  to 
face  me  foil  sentence  of  five 
years  in  prison  if  convicted. 

Lawyers  said  it  was  proba- 
.  ble  that  he  and  five  other 
people,  due  to  stand  trial  in 
February,,  would  be  given 
suspended  prison  terms  of  less 
than  a  year. 

Manslaughter  —  in  Italian 
omiddio  colposo,  literally  cul¬ 
pable  homicide  —  is  a  charge 
frequently  brought  in  Italy  in 
cases  where  a  person  is  deem¬ 
ed  to  have  contributed  to  the 
death  of  another  “through 
negligence  or  fault”.  It  is 
“genially  regarded  with  in¬ 
dulgence”,  .  one  legal  expert 
said.  Often,  the  defendant  is 
not  required  to  appear  in 
court 

The  announcement  of  Mr 
Williams’  trial  raised  little 
interest  here  and  was  dis¬ 
missed  by  Italian  newspapers 
yesterday  in  a  few  brief  para¬ 
graphs  in  the  sports  pages. 

The'  Italian  legal  system, 
based,  on  a  combination  of. 
Roman  -law,  the  Code  Napo- . 
Icon  and  Fascist-era  laws,  is 
notoriously  Byzantine  and 
long-winded.  Approximately 
half  of  all  cases  brought  are, 
eventually  thrown  out.  while 
many  others  take  years  to 
come  to  court. 

The  charge  against  Mr  Wil¬ 
liams  under  article  589  of  the 
Indian  penal  code,  which  pro¬ 
vides  for  manslaughter 
charges,  comes  after  a  two- 
year  inquiry  by  the  public 
prosecutor  in  Bologna,  and  a 
review  of  the  evidence  by  a 
local  examining  magistrate, 
who  derided  to  bring  charges. 

Soma,  a  Brazilian  and  three 
times  world  champion,  died 
on.  May  1, 1994,  when  his  car 
crashed  at  the  Imola  track 
during  die  San  Marino  Grand 
Prix.  The  prosecution  will 
allege  that  Mr  Williams  and 


others  contributed  to  the  driv¬ 
er's  death  “through  negligence 
or  fault”  because  the  steering 
column  had  been  modified  to 
the  point  where  it  snapped  as 
Senna  Took  a  curve  at  high 
speed.  Track  officials  are  also 
charged  because  they  were 
responsible  for  ail  mainte¬ 
nance  at  the  ground. 

Lawyers  for  the  Williams 
team  say  the  steering  column 
remained  intact  until  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  impact,  and  that  the 
charges  are  unfounded-  "Hiose 
charged  are  Mr  Williams; 
Patrick  Head,  the  Williams 
technical  director:  Adrian 
Newey.  the  teams  chief  de¬ 
signer;  Federico  Bendinelli, 
the  Imola  race  track  director, 
and  Giorgio  Poggi.  a  senior 
track  official.  The  Imola  offici¬ 
als  also  say  they  bear  no 
responsibility  for  what 
happened. 

Roberto  Cause,  a  lawyer  for 
the  Williams  team,  said  man¬ 
slaughter  was  considered  a 
relatively  minor  offence  in 
Italy.  The  trial  would  be  heard 
by  a  pretore,  the  equivalent  of 
a  local  magistrate  in  the 
English  legal  system.  His 
judgment  will  be  open  to 
appeal. 

..  Roberto  Landi.  one  of  the 
lawyers  for  Imola,  said:  “We 
will  attempt  to  show  that  the 
.  race  track  bore  no  responsi¬ 
bility  for  what  happened." 

Legal  experts  said  the 
charge  of  manslaughter  has 
even  been  brought  in  cases 
where  a  mother  accidentally 
suffocated  her  baby  wile  sleep¬ 
ing  next  to  iL  The  maximum 
sentence  of  five  years  is  rarely 
.  applied:  and  most  cases  are 
judged  leniently,  sources  said: 

The  trial  leaves  the  future  of 
Formula  One  in  Italy  in 
question.  Flavio  Brialore,  the 
Benetton  team  boss,  one  of  the 
most  important  men  in  the 
sport,  said  he  would  be  unwill¬ 
ing  to  race  in  Italy  if  Williams 
was  convicted. 


Questions  over  races,  page  41 
Mansell  doubts,  page  44 


Challenger  debris  washes  up  on  beach  in  Florida 


Challenger  explodes  seconds  after  lift-off  in  1986 


From  Associated  Press  in  cape  Canaveral.  Florida 


TWO  large  pieces  of  the  space 
shuttle  Challenger  washed  up 
on  the  Florida  shore  yesterday 
—  nearly  11  years  after  it 
exploded,  killing  all  seven 
crew. 

Nasa  identified  a  rectangu¬ 
lar  piece  of  metal,  6ft  by  15ft 
and  a  smaller  piece,  1ft  by  5ft. 
that  was  found  further  north 
as  being  parts  of  the  doomed 
spacecraft. 

The  larger  piece,  believed  to 
be  part  of  the  rudder,  tafl.or 
wing  flap,  had  pieces  of  ther¬ 
mal  tiles  attached.  Some  of  the 
tiles  still  had  identification 
numbers  on  them,  said  Bill 


Johnson,  for  Nasa.  “It  has 
been  verified.  It  is  for  sure  a 
piece  of  Challenger he  said. 

It  has  been  several  years 
since  any  Challenger  pieces 
have  surfaced.  Although 
Nasa  regularly  receives  re¬ 
ports  of  debris,  it  usually 
turns  out  to  be  pieces  of 
unmanned  rockets  or  other 
flotsam  and  jetsam. 

“IPs  uncanny,"  Mr  Johnson 
said.  “First  of  all,  it’s  a  very 
large  piece,  and  nothing  so  big 
has  washed  up  m  Florida 
before.  They’ve  washed  up  in 
the  Carolinas.” 

Both  pieces  were  found  in 


die  surf  yesterday  morning  in 
nearby  Cocoa  Beach. 

Challenger  exploded  73  sec¬ 
onds  after  lift-off  on  January 
28,  1986,  killing  Christa 
McAuliffe,  who  was  to  have 
been  the  first  teacher  in  space, 
Jarvis,  and  their  five 
crewmates.  A  leak  in  a  joint  on 
the  right  solid-fuel  rocket 
booster  was  blamed. 

Within  a  day,  hundreds  of 
pounds  of  metal  was  salvaged. 
The  remains  of  the  astronauts 
were  found  in  March  1986  in 
the  debris  of  the  crew  cabin. 

Both  items  were  to  be  taken 
to  Kennedy  Space  Center  for 


further  analysis.  Eventually, 
they  will  be  buried  with  the 
other  reclaimed  Challenger 
remains  —  about  5.000  pieces 
weighing  a  quarter-million 
pounds  —  in  abandoned  miss¬ 
ile  silos  at  the  adjoining  Cape 
Canaveral  Air  Station. 

The  others  in  the  Challenger 
crew  were  commander  Fran¬ 
cis  “Dick”  Scobee;  pilot  Mich¬ 
ael  Smith;  Judith  Resnik,  the 
second  American  woman  in 
space;  Ronald  McNair,  the 
second  African-American  in 
space;  and  Ellison  Onizuka. 
the  first  Asian- American  in 
space. 


White  rhinos  killed 
in  Chinese  bungle 

FRom  Giles  Whittell  in  los  angeles 


A  PAIR  of  rare  white  rhinocer¬ 
oses  died  because  of  a  bungle 
after  the  beasts  were  sent  from 
the  United  States  to  a  remote 
zoo  in  western  China. 

The  animals,  two  of  about 
6,000  surviving,  died  because 
of  dehydration  after  five  days 
in  blazing  heat  in  an  open 
lorry:  The  rhinoceroses  were  a 
gift  from  San  Diego  Zoo, 
where  officials  admitted  this 
week  that  the  animals  ought 
never  to  have  left  America. 

The  beasts  arrived  in 
Shanghai  in  mid-July,  looking 


“healthy".  However,  when 
rail  wagons  proved  too  small 
for  their  cages,  a  lorry  was 
used  for  die  1200-mile  trip  to 
Chengdu.  On  July  21,  the 
animals  died  after  five  days  on 
the  road.  The  journey  would 
have  taken  two  days  by  rail. 

Song  Yunfang,  of  Chengdu 
Zoo.  said:  “Air-conditioned 
lorries  were  scarce  and  we 
thought  since  they  were  tropi¬ 
cal  animals  they  should  have 
no  problem  with  the  heaL  It’s 
very  regrettable  but  we  ex¬ 
pended  all  possible  efforts." 
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White  House  aide 
in  $3m  book  deal 

FRom  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


FDR  four  years  the  Wunder- 
Idnd  of  the  White  House. 
George  Stephanopoulos  yes¬ 
terday  landed  a  publishing 
deal  worth  almost  $3  million 
(£1.8  million)  for  his  personal 
memoir  of  life  with  President 
Clinton. 

The  basis  for  the  lead  char¬ 
acter  in  Primary  Colors,  the 
fictional  account  of  the  1992 
campaign,  Mr  Stephanopou- 
los  has  chosen  Little  Brown  to 
publish  whaf  he  described  as 
his  own  episodic  narrative  of 
policy  and  politics  in  the  White 
House. 

After  a  six-day  auction 
among  publishers  in  New 
York,  the  deal  was  seen  as  yet 
another  coup  for  the  political 
adviser  by  many  of  his  col¬ 
leagues  in  the  American 
capitaL 

Soon  to  be  leaving  the  White 
House,  Mr  Stephanopoulos 
will  be  paid  $500X100  more 
than  his  erstwhile  associate, 
the  disgraced  consultant,  Dick 
Morris.  Mr  Morris,  who  re¬ 
signed  after  reports  of  his 
liaison  with  a  prostitute  in 
■Washington,  is  thought  to 

have  a  seamier  tale  to  tell 
about  his  dealings  with  the 


First  Family.  “I  feel  like  I  won 
the  lottery,  in  reverse,"  said 
Mr  Stephanopoulos  after  he 
clinched  the  deal.  “Now  I  have 
to  do  the  work." 

Although  he  has  kept  no 
diaries  or  notes  and  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  have  the  volume  ready 
for  publication  late  next  year, 
Mr  Stephanopoulos.  35.  said 
he  had  a  “very  good  memory”. 

.Since  announcing  his  de¬ 
parture  from  the  second-term 
Administration,  Mr  Stephan¬ 
opoulos,  a  former  Rhodes 
scholar,  has  already  accepted 
a  teaching  position  at  his  New 
York  alma  mater,  Columbia 
University,  and  has  joined 
ABC  News  for  an  undisclosed 
sum  as  a  political  analyst 
There  have  even  been  reports 
that  be  might  offer  unpaid 
assistance  to  the  campaign  of 
Tony  Blair  in  Britain. 

He  is  still  having  trouble 
selling  Ms  Washington  apart¬ 
ment  for  a  reported  $12  mil¬ 
lion  and,  according  to  an 
investigation  by  Vanity  Fair, 
has  run  up  $70,000  in  legal 
bills  responding  to  a  series  of 
subpoenas  —  although 
chained  with  no  criminal 
activity. 


Computer  in  a  trillion 


New  York:  There  is  a  new 
record  for  supercomputing: 
1.000,000,000.000  calcula¬ 
tions  a  second  (Quentin  Letts 
writes). 

The  “trillion  barrier"  (tril¬ 
lion  in  the  American  sense) 
was  smashed  by  a  huge  $55 
million  computer  part-de¬ 
signed  by  the  US  Govern¬ 
ment.  The  Tera  flops"  ma¬ 
chine  is  three  times  niftier 
titan  the  previous  Japanese 
supercomputer  champion. 


Teraflops  consists  of  a  string 
of  7,624  ordinary  desktop  Intel 
Pentium  chips  placed  in  paral¬ 
lel  and  programmed  as  one. 
Scientists  worked  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  for  two  years.  In  the 
time  ft  takes  a  human  to  blink, 
the  Oregon-based  super¬ 
computer  has  dispatched  40 
billion  calculations. 

It  will  be  used  to  simulate 
nuclear  weapons  tests  and  will 
assist  weather  forecasts,  and 
space  and  medical  research. 
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St  Mark’s  Basilica 


Lion  of 
St  Mark 
is  stolen 
from  altar 

From  Richard  Owen 

IN  ROME 

ST  MARK’S  Basilica  in 
Venice,  once  described  by 
John  Raskin  as  a  trea¬ 
sure-  house  and  confusion 
of  delight”,  bad.  one  less 
treasure  and  a  bit  more 
confusion  yesterday  after 
the  theft  of  an  early  17th- 
century  bronze  lion. 

The  loss  has  symbolic 
importance  for  Venice, 
whose  symbol  is  the  lion 
of  St  Mark,  usually  shown 
bolding  a  book  with  the 
words.  allegedly  -  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  evangelist 
by  an  angd  who  appeared 
to  him  in  the  lagoon:  Pax 
tibi.  Mane  evangelista 
metis  (Peace  be  with  you, 
Mark,  my  evangelist). 

Police  said  the  lion,  one 
of  a  pair  at  die  foot  of  an 
altar  in  a  side  chapel, 
appeared  to  have  been 
stolen  early  last  Sunday 
morning.  Its  absence  was 
not  noticed  until  Sunday 
evening.  Embarrassed 
officals  at  the  Basibe* 
confirmed  the  theft 
yesterday. 

Some  newspapers  spec¬ 
ulated  that  the  lion  — 
which  was  prised  off  its 
marble  pedestal  with  a 
crowbar  —  was  stolen 
during  Mass  and  that 
worshippers  either  did 
not  notice  or  thought  the 
thieves  were  workmen. 

The  bronze  lions  were 
cast  in  1615  by  Gabriele 
OrlandinL  Police  said 
their  market  value  was 
"impossible  to  calculate”.' 
They  suggested,  the  Hon 
had  either  been  stolen  for 
a  private  collector  or  dial' 
the  thieves  would' demand 
a  ransom  for  its  return. 


into  print  to 
insist  he  is 
no  monster 


FROM  BEN  MACINTYRE  IN  PARIS 


ALaIN  JUPPt,  France's  des¬ 
perately  unpopular  Prime 
Minister.  laid  bare  his  inner 
turmoil  in  a  book  published 
yesterday  in  which  the  un¬ 
loved.  thin-skinned  Prime 
Minister  declared:  “I  am  not  a 
monster.” 

M  Juppe’s  cri  de  coeur. 
entitled  Entre  Nous  (Between 
Ourselves)  and  written  in  the 
space  of  just  four  afternoons, 
is  a  strange  mixture  of  self- 
pity,  self  deprecation  and  self- 
justification. 

Early  assessments  of  the 
slim  volume  .  ranged  from 
“honest  and  uplifting”  to  “bi¬ 
zarre"  and  “cringeworthy". 

In  116  pages  of  large  print, 
M  Juppe.  51,  laments  the  way 
he  has  been  portrayed  as  an 
arrogant  technocrat,  pleads 
for  affection  and  insists  that 
beneath  his  cool  exterior  beats 
the  heart  of  a  passionate  man. 

"I  am  not  a  monster  of 
indifference  .  1  am  less  dry 
and  armour-plated  than  the 
newspapers  and  drawing 
rooms  reckon.”  he  writes, 
noting  that  his  political  col¬ 
leagues  and  journalists  look  at 
him  “the  way  people  look  at  a 
bullfight  waiting  for  the  bull  to 
be  killed”. 

“like  all  men  who  take  the 
front  of  stage,  I  need  recogni¬ 
tion,  consideration,  even  affec¬ 
tion.”  he  proclaims.  “I  can 
make  mistakes.  I  have  already 
made  mistakes.” 

One  of  these  may  have  been 
the  derision  to  write  this  book. 


Juppfc  wrote  116-page 
bocrikin  four  afternoons 


which  was  condemned  by  the 
Socialist  Opposition  yesterday 
as  “a  media-narcissi  Stic  opera¬ 
tion  completely  removed  from 
France’s  problems  ...  at  the 
moment  when  French  people 
are  demanding  that  he  think 
about  them.  Alain  Juppe  is 
preoccupied  with  himself*. 

Entre  Nous,  produced  in 
deepest  secrecy  aver  the  past 
six  weeks,  was  apparently 
inspired  by  an  unpleasant 
encounter  in  Bordeaux,  where 
M  Juppe  is  Mayor.  Strolling 
in  the  city,  the  Prime  Minister 
noticed  a  “fashionable-looking 
couple"  walking  towards  him. 

“They  look  friendly.  At  the 
moment  they  pass,  the  woman 
starts  leaping  like  a  goat  and 
shooting  ’Die,  you  bloody 
idiot!’.  Pretty  passer-by.  I 
wanted  to  reply  to  you."  he 
writes. 

“This  is  not  a  PR  stunt,  this 
is  a  cry  from  the  heart,"  one  of 
M  Juppe’s  advisers  said,  but  it 
is  dearly  part  of  a  concerted 
effort  to  give  the  ailing  Gov¬ 
ernment  a  more  human  face  at 
a  time  of  deep  disillusionment. 

"The  French  people  grum¬ 
ble  about  change,  and  since  1 
am  the  one  trying  to  force  this 
change,  they  find  h  a  relief  to 
blame  me  for  their  ills,”  the 
Prime  Minister  writes. 

M  Jupp6,  nicknamed  “the 
computer"  for  his  number¬ 
crunching  approach,  said 
during  a  television  interview 
on  Monday  night:  "I  would 
prefer  to  be  loved  than  not  to 
be  loved,  but  I  am  not  com¬ 
plaining.  If  I  said  1  didn’t  care, 
people  would  say  1  was  indif¬ 
ferent" 

“It  is  the  book  of  a  man  who 
has  been  wounded,  a  little 
unhappy  and.  at  the  same 
time,  quite  calm,”  M  Jupp£ 

1  writes.  Computers  have  feel¬ 
ings,  too. 

□  Stepdaughter  held:  Sophie 
Deniau,  the  stepdaughter  of 
Jacques  Toubon,  the  French 
Justice  Minister,  was  taken 
into  custody  yesterday  by 
police  investigating  the  near 
bankruptcy  of  a  ski  resort  in 
the  French  Alps.  (AFP) 

Leading  article,  page  17 
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How  Hachfeld  in  Le  Monde  sees  the  troubled  birth  of  the  European  Union’s  single  currency 

Prodi  coalition  at  risk  as  IMF  tells 
Italy  to  cut  budget  deficit  by  £5bn 


From  Richard  Owen  in  rome 


THE  International  Monetary 
Fund  (IMF)  yesterday 
wanted  the  centre-left  Gov¬ 
ernment  led  by  Professor 
Romano  Prodi  that  h  will 
have  to  shave  a  further  £5 
billion  off  Italy's  huge  public 
deficft  "as  soon  as  possible”  if 
it  hopes  to  qualify  for  the 
European  single  currency. 

The  proposed  1997  budget 
has  already  led  to  demonstra¬ 
tions.  and  commentators  have 
predicted  further  public  pro¬ 
tests  in  foe  new  year  if  a 
"supplementary  budget”  is 
introduced,  posing  a  possible 
threat  to  the  Prodi 
administration. 


An.  IMF  team  visiting 
Rome  said  Italy  would  have 
to  reform  its  bloated  public 
sector  and  cut  state  support 
for  pensions,  welfare  and 
health  spending.  The  Gov¬ 
ernment,  which  took  office  in 
May,  has  so  far  avoided 
cutting  the  welfare  sector  for 


fear  of  alienating  the  hard 
Left,  on  whose  votes  it  de¬ 
pends  in  the  Lower  House. 

The  centre-right  Opposi¬ 
tion.  led  by  Silvio  Berlusconi, 
said  the  IMF  message,  in  an 
end-of-year  report  on  foe  Ital¬ 
ian  economy,  meant  that  the 
country  was  doomed  to  “stay 
outside  Europe”.  Signor 
Prodi  said,  however,  that  the 
general  thrust  of  the  report 
had  approved  foe  Govern¬ 
ment's  handling  of  foe  econo¬ 
my  and  its  attempts  to  reduce 
foe  deficit  through  a  combin¬ 
ation  of  spending  cuts  and  tax 
increases,  including  a  highly 
unpopular  "Euro  tax” 

Yesterday  foe  Government 
won  a  series  of  confidence 
votes  in  foe  Senate  on  its 
controversial  budget,  which 
aims  to  cut  the  deficit  by 
$40  billion  (£24  billion),  but 
foe  opposition  parties  boycott¬ 
ed  the  vote. 

The  Government  has  a 


comfortable  majority  in  the 
Senate:  Hie  budget  now  re¬ 
turns  to  the  Lower  House  for 
a  final  reading  before  foe  end 
of  the  year.  Failure  to  pass  it 
by  December  31  would  force 
the  Government  to  introduce 
provisional  measures  which 
would  risk  undermining  Ita¬ 
ly’s  fiscal  credibility. 

Ccsare  Romiti.  the  outspo¬ 
ken  and  powerful  head  of 
Fiat,  said  Italy  was  “going 
through  a  tragic  moment"  in 
its  histoiy.  with  a  ruling  class 
deficient  in  personalities. 
"Italians  are  beginning  to 
realise  they  do  not  have  even  a 
crumb  of  hope  for  the  future.” 
he  sakL  Signor  Romiti  added 
that  the  priority  should  be 
growth  and  job  creation  rath¬ 
er  than  a  desperate  attempt  to 
qualify  for  European  mone¬ 
tary  union. 

Signor  Prodi  also  faced 
a  trades  from  his  own  camp, 
with  Massimo  D'Alema,  the 


leader  of  foe  former  Commu¬ 
nist  Party  of  the  Democratic 
Left  (PDS).  dedaring  at  the 
weekend  (hat  the  ruling  coali¬ 
tion  —  of  which  the  PDS  is  the 
main  element  —  had  lost  sight 
of  the  reforming  ideals  with 
which  it  was  formed.  “The 
challenge  before  us  should  be 
nothing  less  than  the  transfor¬ 
mation  of  Italy,”  he  said. 

Signor  Prodi  came  to  power 
promising  to  govern  for  five 
years  and  draw  a  line  under 
Italy’s  postwar  history  of  frag¬ 
ile  “revolving  door"  govern¬ 
ments.  Signor  Berlusconi 
forecast  earlier  this  month, 
however,  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  would  fall  in  the  spring. 
Many  Italians  believe  that 
Signor  D’Alema  has  also  pri¬ 
vately  concluded  that 
the  centre-left  could  fall 
apart,  and  is  preparing1  the 
ground  for  a  “national  unity 
government”  with  Signor 
Berlusconi. 


S  M  BRIEF  v. 

Nigerians 
sold  as 
sex  slaves 

Brussels:  Belgian  police  have 
smashed  a  major  prostitution 
ring  involving  Nigerian  girls 
brought  into  the  enumry  on 
forged  papers  and  sold"  into 
sexual  slavery.  The  ring  also 
involved  Italy.  The  Nether¬ 
lands  and  Germany. 

"We  know  that  at  least  XX  i 
girls  passed  through  this 
ring.”  Gendarmerie  Captain 
Bernard  Libbrevhi  said  yes¬ 
terday.  Sn  far  12  people  Have 
been  arresled  fReuien 

Casinos  to  shut 

Ankara:  Tansu  Ciller,  the 
Turkish  Deputy  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter.  ordered  casinos  jo  tie  shut 
as  pan  of  efforts  by  the 
lslamic-]ed  coalition  to  curb 
gambling.  She  iaid:  "Casinos 
make  families  suffer."  (AP) 

Burma  threat 

Bangkok:  Burma's  military 
Govern  me  nr  said  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  winner  Aung  San  Suu 
Kyi  is  a  irailur  conspiring  with 
the  W'est  and  will  be  de¬ 
stroyed.  said  an  article  in  the 
slate-run  press.  (AP) 

Fighting  spreads 

Mogadishu:  The  battle  for  the 
Somali  capital  widened  when 
militiamen  led  by  Ali  Mahdi 
Mohamed  joined  the  fighting, 
which  has  killed  more  than  135 
people  and  wounded  WO  in 
fire  days.  (AFP) 

Minister  jailed 

Seoul:  Lee  Yang  Ho.  the 
disgraced  former  South  Kore¬ 
an  Defence  Minister  sacked 
from  foe  Cabinet  in  October, 
was  jailed  for  four  years  on 
charges  of  bribery  and  leaking 
military  secrets.  (Reuter) 

Guerrilla  killed 

Algiers:  Algerian  security 
forces  shot  dead  Brahim  Kadi, 
alias  Kaalous.  a  Muslim  guer¬ 
rilla  leader  sought  for  more 
than  50  murders,  the  French- 
language  daily  L’Authentigue 
said.  (Reuter) 

Suicide  attack 

Colombo:  A  Tamil  Tiger  sui¬ 
cide  bomber  killed  a  senior 
police  commando  near  the 
eastern  town  of  Kararivu, 
police  said.  In  a  separate 
attack  seven  soldiers  were 
killed  by  a  landmine.  (Reuter) 


Diplomats  join  strikes  over  Greek  budget 


Athens:  Thousands  of  public 
and  private-sector  workers, 
from  merchant  seamen  to  dip¬ 
lomats.  were  out  on  strike 
yesterday  in  a  final  attempt  to 
get  the  Greek  Socialist  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  ease  its  1997  bud¬ 
get  —  the  tightest  in  15  years 
(John  Carr  writes). 

The  General  Confederation 
of  Labour  organised  a  mass 


rally  at  which  people  shouted 
anti-austerity  slogans  outride 
the  gates  of  parliament  as 
deputies  took  their'seats  for  a 
five-day  budget  debate. 

No  surprises  are  expected  in 
Saturday’s  vote,  even  though 
the  Socialists  led  by  Costas 
SimMs.  foe  Prime  Minister, 
have  only  a  12-seat  majority. 

Merchant  seamen  —  angry 


over  plans  to  scrap  their 
generous  tax  privileges  —  tied 
up  almost  half  the  European 
Union’s  commercial  fleets  in  a 
two-day  walkout  that  began 
on  Monday. 

Diplomats  are  refusing  to 
argue  the  country's  political 
case  abroad,  because  they  are 
vexed  that  their  entertainment 
allowances  are  to  be  cut. 


Striking  teachers  are  extend¬ 
ing  the  school  Christmas  holi¬ 
day  by  at  least  a  week, 
demanding  higher  pay  rises. 

On  top  of  that.  Greece's 
farmers  are  in  the  twentieth 
day  of  a  strike  that  has  cost 
industry  and  business  about 
£500  million. 


Focus  on  Greece,  page  31 


Starter’s  orders  for 
new  Bosnia  force 

By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 
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MORE  than  30,000  troops, 
including  Americans,  British 
and  Russians,  were  given 
their  ord  ers  yesterday  to  begin 
Operation  Joint  Guard,  the 
latest  military  peace  mission 
for  Bosma-Herzegovina. 

Faced  with  another  18 
months  in  Bosnia,  foe  new 
Stabilisation  Force  (Sfor), 
which  will  also  include  troops 
from  17  non-Nato  countries, 
will  start  officially  from  to¬ 
morrow.  when  the  one-year 
mandate  of  the  Implementa¬ 
tion  Force  (lfor)  expires. 

Yesterday  Nato  defence 
ministers  approved  the  activa¬ 
tion  order  for  the  new  force  at 
a  meeting  In  Brussels.  Walter 
Slocombe,  American  Defence 
Under-Secretary  for  policy, 
said:  “The  force  will  continue 
to  be  heavily  armed  and  it  will 

have  a  full  range  of  annouiy 
both  to  protect  itself  and.  if 
necessary,  to  act  decisively 
against  violations  [of  the  Day- 
ton  peace  accord  that  ended 
the  43-month  war  in  Bosnia!." 

The  new  force  has  no  new 
orders  to  track  down  and 
detain  war  oiminals.  despite 
pressure  from  The  Nether¬ 
lands  and  Canada  for  more 
!  to  arrest  those  indicted 


war  crimes. 


Earlier  Michael  Portillo,  foe 
Defence  Secretary,  gave  a 
warning  that  foe  freefall  in 
defence  spending  throughout 
the  alliance  could  undermine 
its  ability  to  act  He  spoke  out 
after  a  Nato  defence  review 
showed  that  the  operation  in 
Bosnia  had  suffered  from 
inadequate  intelligence  due  to 
lack  of  money. 

Mr  Pbrrfllo  said  European 
defence  budgets  had  dropped 
to  1.9  per  cent  of  GDP.  of 
which  only  14  per  cent  had 
been  spent  on  advanced  equip¬ 
ment  This  compared  with 
American  defence  spending, 
equivalent  to  3.6  per  cent  of 
GDP,  with  26  per  cent  going 
on  new  weapons. 

The  row  between  America 
and  France  over  command  of 
Nate's  southern  forces  in  Na¬ 
ples  remained  unresolved. 
America  has  refused  to  coun¬ 
tenance  surrendering  control 
of  foe  Naples  command. 

□  Belgrade  President  Milo¬ 
sevic  yesterday  met  student 
protesters  marching  for  de¬ 
mocracy.  It  was  the  first  time 
the  Serbian  leader  has  met 
protesters  who  have  held  four 
weeks  of  rallies  since  opposi¬ 
tion  victories  in  local  polls 
were  overturned.  (AP) 


Pilot  ‘given  warning’ 


LOW  r^7lNT£RNATIONAl  CALLS 


THE  crew  of  foe  military 
aircraft  that  crashed  near 
Dubrovnik  on  April  3  lolling 
Ron  Brown,  foe  US  Com¬ 
merce  Secretary,  and  34  other 
people  was  warned  by  a 
Croatian  pilot,  who  had  just 
landed,  to  divert  to  Split 
because  of  appalling  weather 
(Michael  Evans  writes).  .  . 

The  alert  came  as  the  US 
Air  Force  CT43A  aircraft  was 
descending  oh  its  approach  to 


Dubrovnik's  Cflipi  airport 
The  plane  crashed  125ft  below 
the  top  of  a  Z300fr  mountain, 
about  1.7  miles  to  foe  left  of  the 
runway. 

Pilot  magazine  said  the 
braid's  report  blamed  “a  fail¬ 
ure  of  command,  aircrew  er¬ 
ror  and  an  -  improperly 
designed  instrument  ap¬ 
proach  procedure”. 

Sixteen  American  officers 
were  disciplined. 
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New  Lads  lead 
fashionable 
pitch  invasion 

Sportswear  has  moved  off  the  field  and 
into  the  high  street  says  Grace  Bradberry 


SPORTSWEAR  is  no  longer 
just  for  the  sports  field.  In  the 
past  few  years,  it  has  made 
significant  inroads  into  other 
areas  of  men's  lives,  and  has 
become  a  huge  part  of  the 
men’s  fashion  market 

Saturday  morning  strolls 
down  the  high  street  Sunday 
lunches  in  the  pub.  and  the 
occasional  long  walk  can  now 
all  be  undertaken  without 
embarrassment  in  gear  that 
could  easily  see  you  through 
the  entire  football  season.  You 
don't  even  have  to  be  fit  to  get 
away  with  it  although  it  helps 
to  be  broad-shouldered. 

The  rise  of  the  New  Lad. 
with  his  predilection  for 
"bloke's  dothing"  has  boosted 
the  trend.  Television  pro¬ 
grammes  such  as  Fantasy 
Football  League,  presented 
by  Nick  Skinner  and  David 
Baddiei,  and  They  Think  its 
All  Over  have  also  been 
influential.  Spectator  sports 
are  now  cool  and  you  need  to 
have  the  gear.  Should  you 
make  occasional  forays  on  to . 
the  football  field,  then  so 
much  the  better. 

But  once  high  fashion  gets 
hold  of  a  trend,  it  can  trans¬ 
mute  h  into  something  you 
wouldn't  feel  happy  wearing 
on  the  terraces.  At  one  end  of 
the  spectrum,  there’s  the  sort 
of  sportswear  that  doubles  as 
dubwear.  At  the  other,  there’s 
“blokey”  sportswear  —  com¬ 
fortable,  unpretentious,  suit¬ 
able  for  the  rugby  duh.  This  is 
where  Tfmberiand  comes  in. 
The  company  has  already 
established  itself  as  a  favour¬ 
ite  for  boots.  Men  like  them. 
They're  fashionable  without 
being  trendy,  and  they’re  emi¬ 
nently  practicaL 

Now  the  American  com¬ 


pany  has  launched  “Timber- 
land  Sports  Series”  in  Britain, 
a  collection  designed  to 
bridge  die  gap  between  the 
company’s  heavy-duty  range, 
designed  to  withstand  wilder¬ 
ness  treks,  and  its  straightfor¬ 
ward  s  port  s-orienta  ted 
dothing. 

The  principle  behind  it  is 
guaranteed  to  appeal  to  the 
sort  of  men  who  recoil  at  an 
unnecessary  lapel  or  an  over¬ 
shaped  shirt.  What  men  really 
want,  say  the  executives  at 
Timber! and.  are  not  tight 


-  IB  - 


Spectator  sports  are  cool 


Clothes  with  bloke  appeal 

aeon  T-shirts  and  jagged  pat¬ 
terns.  but  generously  cut. 
durable  dolhes  in  strong  col¬ 
ours.  They’ve  been  designed 
with  tennis,  aptteski  and  the 
gym  in  mind.  They're  also 
v«y  comfortable  for  slump¬ 
ing  on  the  sofa. 

The  dothes  are  modelled 
here  by  Greg  and  Jonathan 
Searle,  die  brothers  who 
rowed  for  Britain  at  the  last 
two  Olympic  games,  winning 
gold  in  Barcelona  and  bronze 
in  Atlanta. 

The  range  is  priced  from 
£25  for  a  T-shirt  to  E200  for  a 
waterproof  jacket.  Jersey 
shorts  are  £40,  rugby  tops. 
£9).  and  polo  shirts,  £60. 
Photographer  RYAN  SULLIVAN 
•  The  Timberiond  store  is  at 
125  Long  Am,  London  WC2 
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Set  of  gold  and  precious  stone  jewellery 
inspired  by  Hellenistic  art. 


ilias  LALAoUNIS 
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After  9.00pm 


After  10.00pm 


Following  the  basic  code  of  breasts  under  wraps  until  the  dock  strikes  eight  are  top,  Helena  Bonham  Carter,  left,  and  Linda  Evangelista;  bottom,  Joanna  Lumley.  left,  and  Caprice 


Never  has  the  gap  been  wider 
between  what  most  women  dare  to 
wear  at  parties,  and  what  is 
officially  chic.  Designers  have  gone 
mad  for  diaphanous  this  season,  and  fashion 
groupies  baring  ail  have  been  making  a 
peculiar  spectacle  of  themselves  at  otherwise 
decorous  events. 

Whatever  you  do.  don’t  be  tempted  to  join 
them,  unless  you  have  ambitions  to  be  a 
designer’s  muse — in  which  case  die  more  outre 
the  better.  Sane,  intelligent  women  are  still  very 
careful  about  what  they  reveal  at  parties. 
Glance  around  any  society  event,  and  you  can 
spot  the  new  arrivals  quite  easily.  They're  the 
oiks  trussed  up  in  jackets  or  cardigans,  their 
eyes  flitting  nervously  round  the  gathering, 
lighting  on  exposed  breasts  or  high  necklines. 

Once  they  establish  that  there  is  plenty  of 
uncovered  flesh  about  the  place,  the  cardies 
come  oft.  and  the  wraps  are  allowed  to  fall  away 
from  the  breasts. 

If  there’s  a  run  of  parties,  starting  with  six 
odock  cocktaOs,  and  moving  on  via  a  party  to  a 
late  dinner,  then  the  anxiety  is  still  more  acute. 
Baring  the  back  at  7pm  could  be  construed  as 
vulgar.  But  failure  to  bare  it  at  9pm  could  give 
an  impression  of  frumpiness.  If  the  hosts  have 
gone  to  a  lot  of  trouble  to  create  high-octane 
glamour,  then  you  let  them  down  at  your  peril. 

So  what  degree  of  nakedness  is  acceptable, 
and  at  what  time?  To  avoid  making  the  flesh 
check  every  time  you  enter  a  room,  the  basic 
code  is  as  follows:  at  lunch,  everything  must  be 


How  much  nakedness  is  acceptable  and  what 
can  be  shown  when  is  the  dilemma  of  the 
season.  The  Times  Style  Editor  steers  the  best 
course  between  vulgar  and  frumpy 


covered.  At  six  o’clock  drinks,  the 
skirl  rises  and  the  tights  become 
sheer.  After  seven  it’s  time  to  reveal 
the  arms.  The  breasts,  however, 
remain  under  wraps  until  eight  As 
the  night  goes  on.  the  ddcolletage 
reveals  itself  in  its  foil  glory. 

Current  fashion  lore,  however, 
flies  in  the  face  of  this  rule. 

Designers  are  in  love  with  see- 
through  dresses,  visible  panty  lines, 
and  enormous  holes  where  holes 
shouldn’t  be.  Even  supermodds  cimn>  i 
can't  wear  it.  In  the  latest  issue  of 
Vogue ,  Stella  Tennant  models  a 
turquoise  bra  from  Agent  Provocateur,  but 
confesses.  “I  bought  ii  to  wear  underneath  a  see- 
through  dress  but  I  realised  pretty  quickly  that 
you  can't  wear  those  kinds  of  things  in  real  life." 

Not  everyone  takes  such  a  sensible  view.  Last 


Grace  Bradberry 


weekend,  Liz  Hurley  attended  a  screening  of  '  cleavage. 


right  through  it”  remarked  one 
observer.  Even  Miss  Hurley,  who 
seems  to  relish  this  kind  of  scrutiny, 
finally  took  cover  beneath  Hugh 
Gram’s  jacket 

"As  far  as  I  can  see,  you  can  go 
stark  naked  now.”  reflects  Ewa 
Lewis,  social  editor  of  Taller.  “Older 
women  in  particular  do  seem  to 
think  bare  flesh,  whatever  foe  state, 
is  attractive  to  men.  Essentially, 
however,  if  it  looks  good,  then 
idberrv  there's  no  code."  . 

So  while  most  of  us  adhere  to  a 
conservative  convention,  it  can  be 
astonishing  what  the  beautiful  people  will  get 
up  to.  “I've  been  to  lunches  where  people  have 
been  quite  dressy  and  boobs  have  been  shown.** 
says  the  society  fixer  Liz  Brewer.  “Last  year  we 
all  wore  our  jackets  with  an  uplift  bra  and  slight 


her  film.  Samson  and  Delilah,  wearing  a  blade 
Ungaro  dress  that  was  not  only  backless  but 
also  transparent.  “You  could  see  her  bottom 


Many  people,  it  seems,  operate  a  sliding 
scale.  “To  show  serious  flesh  you’re  looking  at 
nine  o’clock,  when  everyone's  sufficiently  hazed 


over,"  says  Amanda  Craig,  author  of  Vicious 
Circle,  a  novel  foil  of  media  parties. 

“Someone  gave  me  an  Yves  Saint  Laurent 
white  shirt,  with  slits  almost  to  the  armpits," 
says  Tilly  Cooper.  “It’s  got  a  high  neck  and  you 
can  gradually  undo  the  buttons  as  you  goon.  By 
dinner  rft  practically  down  to  the  navel.” 

In  certain  circles,  however,  it  is  chic  to  be  over 
(which  means  under)  dressed  in  foe  early 
evening  —  it  indicates  that  you  are  due  to 
appear  somewhere  grander.  “Nowadays  people 
are  very  understanding,"  says  Ewa  Lewis.  ‘If 
you’re  going  to  a  drinks  party,  then  a  grand 
ball,  you’d  go  to  the  first  party  in  a  ball  gown." 

Generally,  this  means  sleeveless,  and 
sometimes  backless.  Camilla  Leigh- 
Pemberton,  who  runs  the  party 
planners  Fait  Accompli,  reflects  that 
it  wasn't  always  like  this.  “In  winter,  it  always 
used  to  be  the  thing  to  wear  dresses  with 
sleeves.  But  that  has  changed.  You  do  see 
people  in  transparent  blouses  over  bras,  and  it 
seems  in  some  staggering  way  to  be  sort  of 
acceptable." 

Acceptable,  perhaps,  but  rarely  attractive. 
You  cant  blame  designers  for  indulging  in 
experiments.  But  dont  suppose  that  every  time 
they  attempt  to  subvert  conventional  ideas  of 
beauty  they  cany  the  entire  population  with 
them.  For  the  foreseeable  future,  a  flash  of 
stocking  or  a  glimmering  collar-bone  wfll  w~ 
continue  to  bold  more  allure  than  a  visible 
panty  line,  or  a  drooping  turquoise  bra. 


The  New  Sue  Grafton 
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L  is  for... 
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k  long-lost  key,  an  encounter  with  a 
fire-raising  psychopath  -  and  all 
because  of  a  favour  for  a  friend. 
Kinsey  Milihone  is  on  a  new  case.. 


Oat  now  in  paperback 


i 


Read  it  and  see  what  you’ve  been  missing  since  the  letter  A,  And  watch  out  for  “Mis  for  Malice5  -  coming  to  your  bookshops  soon. 


Head  the  series:  A  is  for  Alibi  1  B  is  for  Burglar  •  C  Is  for  Corpse  •  D  is  for  Deadbeat  •  S  is  for  Evidence  *  ?  is  for  Fugitive  *  0  is  for  Gumshoe  •  H  is  for  Homicide  *  I  is  for  Innocent  ■  J  is  for  Judgement  •  K  Is  for  Killer 
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Peace  and  contemplation:  a  woman  “must  be  still  as  the  axis  of  a  wheel  in  the  midst  of  her  activities ...  a  pioneer  in  achieving  this  stillness" 

Are  women  deeper 
thmkers  than  men? 


A.new  book  which  looks  at  the  spiritual  life  of 


When  Aung  San 
Suu  Kyi.  banned 

lS?ro^oJfon  women  reveals  some  profound  differences 

party,  gave  the  opening  ad- 

between  the  sexes,  says  Magnus  Lmklater 

ence.  her  audience  expected  a 

in  our  world."  Her  long  years 
of  enforced '  solitude 


stirring  call  for  democracy  or 
women's  rights.  -  * 

Instead  they  heard  a  Jong 
and  thoughtful  speech  about 
the  nature  of  tolerance,  the 
meaning  of  fear,  and  the 
difference  between  people  who 
are  capable  of  learning  and 
those  who  are  nob  she  thought 
it  was  a  more  important 
distinction  than  the  difference 
between  good  and  evil. 

Her  speech  was  as  much  a 
philosophical  treatise  as  a 
political  address,  centring  as  it 
did  on  the  feminine  qualities  of 
tolerance,  compassion  —  and 
the  ability  to  learn.  “I  am  not 
talking  of  learning  in  the 
narrow  sense  of  acquiring  an 
academic  education,”  she  ex¬ 
plained,  “but  of  learning  as  the 

process  of  absorbing  those 
lessons  of  life  that  enable  us  to 
increase  peace  and  happiness 


under 

house  arrest  had  given  her 
time  and  food  for  thought,  she 
said,  and  her  conclusion  was 
that  women,  with  their  tradi¬ 
tional  role  as  mothers  and  as 
teachers  of  their  own  children, 
were  far  better  equipped  to 
listen  and  to  learn  than  men.  It 
was  lime  they  turned  what 
was  too  often  a  passive  virtue 
into  a  positive  asset  far 
society. 

Daw  Suu  Kyi  was  not 
voicing  an  entirely  new  idea. 
Writing  40  years  earlier,  Anne 
Morrow  Lindbergh,  wife  of 
the  aviator  Charles  Lind¬ 
bergh,  suggested  that  women 
had  a  greater  capacity  far 
contemplation  than  men.  They 
turned  inwards  for  strength  in 
a  way  that  men  who  were  so 
often  caught  up  in  the  affairs 


of  the  outward  world,  rarely 
did. 

A  woman,  she  wrote,  "must 
be  stiH  as  the  axis  of  a  wheel  in 
the  midst  of  her  activities;  she 
must  be  the  pioneer  in  achiev¬ 
ing  this  stillness,  not  only  for 
her  own  salvation,  but  for  the 
salvation  of  family  life,  of 
society,  perhaps  even  of  our 
civilisation". 
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o  accept  that  there  are 
inherent  differences 
between  the  minds  of 
men  and  women  is  to 
venture  into  dangerous  territo¬ 
ry.  It  mirrors  the  same  preju¬ 
dices  that  have  conditioned 
social  attitudes  to  women 
down  the  centuries  —  and  still 
exist  today.  They  are  the 
attitudes  that  programme 
girls  into  accepting  a  different 
set  of  expectations  and  a 
different  status  from  boys. 
-Real  women  in  the  real  world 
are  continually  conditioned,” 
wrote  Germaine  Greer  in  The 
Female  Eunuch.  "Because  the 
difference  is  so  wholeheartedly 
believed  in,  it  is  also  experi¬ 
enced."  At  its  extreme,  it  may 
be  the  unforgiving  view  of 
Pythagoras:  "There  is  a  good 
principle  which  created  order, 
tight  and  man,  and  an  evil 
principle  which  created  chaos, 
darkness  and  women."  It  can 
justify  tiie  repressive  attitudes 
of  fundamentalist  religions, 
and  even  in  its  mildest  form  it 

may  influence  the  form  teach¬ 
er  who  automatically  assigns 
tiie  girls  to  “environmental 
studies"  and  tiie  boys  to  engi¬ 
neering. 

A  new  book  which  looks  at 
the  spiritual  life  of  women 
down  tiie  ages  sidesteps  this 
male/female  argument  and 
instead  explores  the  way 
women  have  dealt  with  their 
inner  life.  In  doing  so,  it 
reveals  sane  profound  differ¬ 
ences  in  their  approach. ' 

Women,  it  suggests,  often 


attain  a  greater  understanding 
of  themselves  and  the  world 
because  they  give  more  time 
and  thought  to  seeking  it  than 
men.  Without  the  male  need  to 
compete  for  material  success, 
for  political  advancement  or 
prestige,  women  have  been 
able  to  concentrate  instead  on 
a  different,  and  perhaps  a 
more  rewarding  set  of  priori¬ 
ties.  As  Sarah  Anderson,  the 
book’s  editor,  writes  in  her 
introduction:  “Because  Jin  the 
past]  women  had  little  or  no 
opportunity  for  outward  activ¬ 
ities.  these  very  limitations 
forced  them  to  look  inward,  an 
activity  which  led  to  the  aoqui- 
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Virginia  Woolf 

sition  of  an  inner  strength,  a 
self  reliance,  and  increased 
spirituality.” 

Sometimes  their  conclu¬ 
sions  are  deceptively  simple, 
like  that  of  Katharine  Anne 
Porter,  the  American  writer, 
who  nearly  died  of  influenza  in 
the  First  World  War.  and 
experienced  what  she  called 
“the  happy  vision  just  before 
death".  That  convinced  her 
that  for  mosr  of  her  life  she  had 
made  the  mistake  of  crying  to 
live  like  other  people.  “It  tock 
me  a  long  time  to  realise  that 
that  simply  wasn’t  true,  that  I 
had  my  own  needs  and  that  I 
had  to  live  like  me." 

The  poet  Kathleen  Raine, 
echoing  Blake,  says  that  "im¬ 
provement  comes  from  with¬ 
out  genius  summons  from 
within .«  what  we  are  worth  is 
not  what  we  have,  nor  even 
what  we  have  made  or  done, 
but  what  we  are.”  Jane  Hamil¬ 
ton.  a  modern  novelist  writes 
simlarly:  "...  for  me  God  was 
something  within  that  allowed 
me,  occasionally,  to  see". 

Sometimes  they  strive  to¬ 
wards  something  more  cos¬ 
mic  like  Virginia  Woolf, 
writing  about  the  “exceptional 
moments”  winch  shock  us 


occasionally  into  a  realisation 
of  what  lies  behind  "die  cotton 
wool  of  daily  life". 

She  talked  of  the  pleasure 
she  got  from  piecing  together 
an  explanation  of  these  mo¬ 
ments  of  shock:  “From  this  I 
reach  what  I  might  call  a  phil¬ 
osophy—  that  we  are  parts  of 
the  work  of  art  Hamlet  or  a 
Beethoven  quartet  is  the  truth 
about  this  vast  mass  we  call 
the  world. 

"But  there  is  no  Shake¬ 
speare,  there  is  no  Beethoven: 
certainly  and  emphatically 
there  is' no  God;  we  are  the 
words;  we  are  the  music  we 
are  tiie  thing  itself." 

Some  themes  emerge  — 
emotion  as  inseparable  from 
thought,  for  instance.  George 
Sand  wrote:  “The  best  visible 
•effects  emerge  only  from 
emotion,  and  emotion  comes 
only  from  conviction.  No  one 
is  ever  loved  by  something  he 
doesnT  ardently  believe  in." 

Simone  Weil  said:  “A  poem 
is  beautiful  to  the  precise 
degree  in  which  the  attention 
whilst  it  was  being  composed 
has  been  Turned  towards  the 
inexpressible." 

And  Isadora  Duncan  ex¬ 
pressed  the  same  thoughts 
about  her  own  passion  in  life 
—  dance:  “I  believe  that  in 
each  life  there  is  a  spiritual 
line,  an  upward  curve,  and  all 
that  adheres  to  and  strength¬ 
ens  this  line  is  our  real  life  — 
the  rest  is  but  as  chaff  falling 
from  us  as  our  souls 
progress." 

One  subject,  however,  is 
notable  for  its  scarcity  —  men. 
In  an  age  obsessed  by  “rela¬ 
tionships”  it  may  come  as 
something  of  a  shock  to  find 
that  women  consider  there 
may  occasionally  be  more 
interesting  things  to  explore 
than  the  opposite  sex.  Love,  of 
course,  makes  regular  appear¬ 
ances.  but  mainly  as  a  route  to 
higher  things. 

So  when  Henri  ette 
d’AngeviUe,  a  French 
mountaineer,  writes. 
“My  heart  beat  furi¬ 
ously.  my  breathing  was  im¬ 
peded,  and  deep  sighs  burst 
from  my  breast,"  she  is  actual¬ 
ly  talking  about  her  first  sight 
of  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc. 

Whether  this  book  reveals 
women  as  deeper  thinkers 
than  men.  or  simply  that  they 
take  more  inrerest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  soul  is  less 
relevant  than  the  tight  it  sheds 
cm  a  dimension  of  their  lives 
we  do  not  hear  much  about. 
Perhaps  it  is  simply,  as 
Germaine  Greer  once  wrote, 
part  of  the  “continuing  dia¬ 
logue  between  the  wondering 
woman  and  the  world" 

•The  Virago  Book  of  Spirituality, 
edited  bv  Sarah  Anderson  (Virago 
fnss.tl6.99} 


Compliments  to  our  chefs  may  be  premature 

The  proof  of  the 
British  pudding 


It  is,  as  Marco  Pierre  White  says,  very 
flattering.  It  would  be  unnatural  not  to 
be  a  bit  pleased  when  the  president  of  the 
Epicurean  World  Master  Chefs'  Society,  and 
a  Frenchman  to  hoot,  has  apparently  hailed 
Britain  as  the  gastronomic  centre  of  the 
world.  And  this  isn’t  a  compliment  from  just 
anyone,  you  know;  Monsieur  le  President  is 
an  eminent  chef,  one  Jean  Coni!  who  served 
his  apprenticeship  with  Auguste  EscoRTer. 
It's  rather  like  having  a  person  who  did  a 
training  analysis  with  Freud  praising  some¬ 
one’s  psychoanalytic  technique. 

But  I  can’t  imagine  these  words  have  made 
M  Conil  exactly  a  hero  in  his  own  country, 
where  French  culinary  supremacy  is  an 
article  of  faith.  It’s  not  as  if  he  was  happy  to 
leave  H  at  praising  the  Brits  —  he  came,  too, 
to  bury  the  French.  We  have  people  Like 
Marco  Pierre  White  and  Gary  Rhodes  to 
thank  for  our  newfound  culinary  eminence, 
M  Conil  concludes,  whereas 
“French  chefs  are  finished". 

I  wrote  in  this  paper  some 
weeks  ago  about  the  demise 
of  good  food  in  France;  so  I 
can  see  what  M  Conil  is 
getting  at  And,  up  to  a 
point  I  agree.  But  he  wildly, 
wildly  exaggerates.  Even 
Marco  Pierre  White  app¬ 
ears  embarrassed  by  the 
exuberance  of  this  official 
flattery.  Not  someone 
known  for  his  modesty  (nor 
should  he  be.  someone  with 
that  talent)  be  has  respond¬ 
ed  honestly.  “I  don’t  believe 
we  serve  the  best  food  in  the 
world,"  he  said  (Ire's  right 
we  don’t},  adding  that  nice 
though  it  may  be  to  be 
praised  and  recognised  “we 
do  have  to  be  realistic”. 

The  thing  is,  I'm  not  sure 
anyone  wants  us  to  be 
realistic.  It's  not  enough  that 
we  have  to  have  the  best  pop 
stars  and  the  best  models,  we  now  live  in  a 
fantasy  world  in  which  we  have  the  best  food. 
The  reality  is  rather  different  Of  course 
things  are  immeasurably  better  than  they 
once  were — 40  years  ago  people  had  to  go  to 
Timothy  Whites  for  olive  oil  and  to  Soho  for 
pasta  —  but  Just  because  we  now  have 
Sainsbuiy*s  Special  Selection  and  a  whole 
battery  of  superchefs  doesn't  mean  we’re 
living  in  “gastroheaven". 

We  oonfrise  a  number  of  things  in  our 
keenness  to  trumpet  our  own  gastronomic 
ascendancy.  In  the  first  instance,  we  confuse 
London  with  Britain.  It  is  now  relatively  easy 
to  eat  well  in  London,  but  —  and  I  don’t  care 
whom  it  offends  —  —  it  is  virtually 
impossible  to  eat  well  out  of  iL 
Restaurants  are  the  most  obvious  area  of 
difference  Good  restaurants  in  the  country 
(end  to  be  of  theHsquirty-scripied,  country- 
house  variety,  boasting  a  menu  stuffed  with 
too  many  adjectives  and  too  many  ingredi¬ 
ents;  elsewhere  it  can  be  all  but  inedible.  I  am 
not  saying  you  can  never  eat  well  outside 
London,  of  course  you  can;  and  to  show  my 
regionally  correct  sincerity  I  dedare  I’m 
desperate  to  visit  Nick  Naim’s  Braevai  in  tiie 
bade  of  the  Hibernian  beyond.  Generally, 
however,  culinary  prospects  are  dismal  out  of 
central  London,  (l  once  tried  to  get  a  cheese 
sandwich  in  Somerset  There  1  was,  driving 
around  the  county  where  cheddar  is  made 
and  all  1  could  get  were  damp  squares  of 
pappy  white  bread  smeared  with  marge  and 
tasteless  plastic  cheese.) 

This  first  pre-eminent  confusion  leads  me 
to  the  second  We  confuse  the  particular  few 
with  the  general  many.  Thai  is  to  say. 


Nigella  Lawson 


because  we  have,  as  M  Conil  remarks, 
Marco  Pierre  White  and  Gars1  Rhodes  (I’d 
throw  in  Gordon  Ramsay  and  Aiastair  Little 
while  we  are  counting  home-grown  bless¬ 
ings.  and  there  are  a  few  more  too)  we 
presume  the  general  level  of  cooking  in  this 
country  to  be  higher  than  it  is.  It  is 
undoubtedly  the  case  that  we  have  very 
many  good  restaurants  and  that  there  is  a 
growing  number  of  homes  in  which  food  and 
cooking  are  reckoned  important,  hut  H  is  just 
as  true  that  we  consume  an  ever-increasing 
number  of  microwave  meals  and  dinners, 
bought  from  the  chill-cook  cabinet 
I  don’t  doubt  is  that  there  Is  an  enormous 
interest  in  food  now  in  this  country.  What  I 
question  is  how  much  of  society  this  interest 
permeates  or.  indeed,  how  far,  cujinarily 
speaking,  this  interest  takes  us.  You  donH 
measure  a  nation's  culinary  health  by 
judging  its  professional  kitchens,  but  by 
looking  at  how  ordinary 
people  eat  at  home.  France 
may  have  earned  its  gastro¬ 
nomic  reputation  by  its 
Michel  in-starred  '  restau¬ 
rants,  but  the  heart  of  its 
cuisine  is  leaml  at 
Maman's,  or  Grand¬ 
ma  man's  knee. 

And  if  there  is  a  decline  in 
restaurants  in  France  it  is 
not  so  much,  as  M  Conil, 
sadly  declares,  that  the  great 
chefs  can't  afford  the  ingre¬ 
dients  that  would  do  justice 
to  (heir  talents  (we  do  know, 
after  alL  about  bad  work¬ 
men  and  so  forth}  but  that 
sons  and  daughters  won’t 
work  for  nothing  in  their 
parents'  restaurants  any 
more,  so  those  cheap  but 
extraordinarily  good  family 
establishments  are  going  by 
the  board.  It  is  that  culture 
that  is  dying  out. 

Food  and  cooking  have 
improved  here,  but  it  is  still  the  case  (hat  the 
produce  is  very  much  better  in.  say.  France  or 
Italy.  1  am  not  talking  about  luxury 
comestibles  (everything  is  available  every¬ 
where  now)  but  about  everyday  fruit  and  veg. 
What  is  more,  people  are  not  realty  prepared 
to  pay  For  food  to  be  better.  I'm  not  talking 
about  people  who  can't  afford  more,  but 
those  who  could.  When  I  interviewed  that 
passionate  fishmonger  Steve  Hatt  some 
years  back,  he  told  me  that  so  much  of  our 
best  fish  went  abroad  because  no  one  here 
would  pay  what  it  costs  in  the  shops.  And  all 
the  time,  independent  butchers  are  going  out 
of  business  because  people  would  rather  buy 
plastic-wrapped,  fat-trimmed,  tasteless  meat 
from  the  supermarket.  Good  produce  isn’t 
cheap  --  but  you  can't  eat  well  unless  you  get 
good  raw  ingredients  and  that  is  the  end  of  it 

Having  read  M  Conil’s  comments  a 
little  more  closely.  I  see  that  money 
is.  in  some  part,  the  motivation 
behind  them.  too.  It  is  so  hard  to  make  a 
living  out  of  cooking  well  that  it  is  hardly 
surpising  if  most  chefs  are  obsessed  with 
making  "money,  when  so  few  of  them  ever 
will.  Anton  Mosimann  once  wrote  movingly 
of  his  horror  at  the  .widow  of  a  great  chef 
having  to  sell  his  knives  to  survive.  So  it  is  to 
be  expected  that  M  Conil’s  real  admiration 
lies  in  the  entrepreneurial  flair  of  the  British 
chef.  He  notes  how  many  make  money  and, 
more,  how  many  become  millionaires. 

I  don't  want  to  be  a  party-pooper  and 
praise  is  of  course  gratifying,  but  we  should 
not  allow  ourselves  to  te  patronised  into  a 
stale  of  such  unjustified  complacency. 
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Alan  Coren 


■  Can  I  take  out 
a  contract  on 
Martin  Amis? 


Mortified?  Yes,  a  little,  how  could  I 
not  be,  I  am  only  flesh  and  blood, 
but  it  is  professional  flesh  and 
I  blood,  and  its  mortification  is  thus  mitigated, 
willy-nilly,  by  that  gobsmacked  admiration 
which  mere  toilers  in  the  vineyard  cannot 
j  but  feel  for  a  master  vintner. 

I  refer,  of  course,  to  the  latest  coup  de 
foudre  by  Martin  Amis,  who,  just  when  we 
thought  all  the  bets  were  down,  the  laurels 
browed,  the  medals  struck,  the  fs  crossed 
and  the  i's  dotted  on  another  year  of  major 
literary  achievement,  has  once  again  sprung 
into  die  lists  at  the  very  last  moment  of  the 
eleventh  hour  and  shot  straight  to  the  top  of 
the  19%  honours  board  with  a  masterpiece 
of  contracting  so  original,  so  daring,  so 
brilliant,  as  to  leave  all  others  at  the  post 
Unquestionably,  his  new  million-plus  four- 
book  deal  with  Jonathan  Cape  is  the  contract 
for  this  Christmas:  I  have  spoken  to  almost 
every  serious  bibliophile  in  the  countiy,  to 
publishers,  agents,  PR  men,  financial  man¬ 
agers.  lawyers,  marketing  advisers,  distribu¬ 
tors,  franchisers,  independent  film  and  TV 
producers,  personal  fitness  consultants,  and 
their  consensus  is  total  —  if  you  were  j»oing  to 
curl  up  with  just  one  contract  this  Christmas. 
Martin’s  was  die  one  to  curl  up  with. Though 
each  interviewee  had  already  nominated  ms 
Literary  Achievement  of  the  Year  —  some 
had  plumped  for  Nick  Leeson's  beautifully 
constructed  deal  with  Little  Brown,  others 
had  chosen  Joan  Collins'S  superb  Random 
House  courtroom  drama,  several  had  once 
again  been  bowled  over  by  the  range  and  in¬ 
ventiveness  of  Delia  Smith's  adroit  mix  of  tie- 
in  and  spin-off.  and  not  a  few  had  been  for- 
ced  to  admire  the  sheer  in-your-face  chutz¬ 
pah  that  the  Duchess  of  York  had  managed 
to  introduce  into  some  of  her  subclauses  — 
all  now  conceded  that  the  knee  had  to  be 
bowed  before  the  creative  genius  of  Mr  Amis 
in  getting  himself  out  of  a  mere  half-million 
two-book  contract  with  HarperCollins  and 
into  a  one-million  four-book  contract  with 
Cape,  notwithstanding  the  failure  of  the  first 
book  of  the  first  contract  to  recoup  its 
advance.  It  has  confirmed  his  status  as  this 
country's  most  innovative  negotiator,  it  has 
made  him  the  envy  of  all. 

Certainly  of  me.  I  had  a  contract  out  this 
Christmas,  but  despite  the  fact  that  it  was 
my  32nd,  it  stirred  no  interest  at  all.  What 
am  1  doing  wrong?  Everything.  I  have  just 
read  it  again,  and  it  is  as  dead  as  a  cliche.  Its 
advance  is  so  modest  as  to  make  nobody  jeal¬ 
ous,  and.  thanks  to  recouping  that  advance, 
it  has  made  nobody  angry,  either.  It  does  not 
have  a  single  controversial  dause  —  insis¬ 
ting,  for  example,  that  the  party  of  the  first 
part  hereinafter  referred  to  as  The  Author, 
retain  all  the  oven  ware  rights  or  star  in  any 
mini-series  The  Work  may  generate  or  re¬ 
fuses  under  pain  of  prosecution  to  identify 
any  royal  personage  or  serial  axe-murderer 
portrayed  in  said  Work  —  and  the  closest  it 
gets  to  originality  appears  to  be  a  scribbled 
jotting  replacing  a  line  of  small  prim  to  the 
effect  that,  after  1997.  the  publisher  washes 
his  hands  of  any  responsibility  as  to  whether 
the  new  proprietors  of  Hong  Kong  will  hon¬ 
our  international  copyright  agreements.  I 
suppose  I  could  have  stormed  into  my 
publisher's  office  and  kicked  up  a  fuss  about 
that,  but  I  beg  leave  to  doubt  that  the  row 
would  liave  made  the  headlines. 

But  1  shall  know  better  next  year.  Around 
June,  f  shall  put  together  a  crack  team  of  top¬ 
flight  literary  agents,  intellectual  property 
lawyers,  international  accountants  and  other 
literary  grandees,  who  will  work  day  and 
night  on  the  plot  of  my  latest  contract,  a  work 
of  such  depth,  breadth,  subtlety,  character 
and  mould-breaking  brilliance  as  to  whet  the 
bibliophilioc  appetite  to  distraction. 
Tantalising  snippets  of  the  work  in  progress 
will  leak  into  the  world’s  press,  a  gobbet  con¬ 
cerning  a  biltion-Deutscheinark  deal  with 
BMW  here,  a  hint  of  Mossad  involvement 
there,  rumours  of  the  peerage  I  require  be¬ 
fore  starting  volume  three,  snapshots  of  the 
Van  Gogh  I  require  before  finishing  volume 
four  early  drafts  will  be  stolen,  repudiated, 
litigated  over,  until,  finally,  just  before 
Christmas,  the  finished  work  will  be  ready. 
Whereupon  a  special  signed  edition  of  500 
morocco  bound  contracts,  a  hardback  print 
of  100,000,  and  a  million  paperbacks  will 
simultaneously  be  published,  to  the  unbrid¬ 
led  joy  of  all  who  care  about  good  books. 
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NEW  TWO -TONE  £2  COIN  UNVEILED 


Hero  of  the  last  horizon 


No  man  was  so  easy  to  debunk 
as  Laurens  van  der  Post,  in 
I9S7  he  took  the  Prince  of 
Wales  on  a  proto-Jungian 
safari  in  the  Kalahari  Desert  They  com¬ 
muned  with  the  collective  unconscious. 
They  were  said  to  have  discussed  the 
oneness  of  humankind,  the  bridge  of 
faiths  and  the  decay  of  urban  society.  A 
native  hunter  had  once  told  van  der  Post 
that  “should  the  whole  human  species 
vanish  from  the  planet  tomorrow,  there 
would  not  be  a  plant,  bird,  insect  or  ani¬ 
mal  that  would  not  breathe  a  sigh  of 
re  tier.  It  was  a  seminal  moment,  the 
prince  and  the  guru  glorying  in  the 
un verifiable. 

Van  der  Post,  who  died  two  days  ago, 
was  a  delightful,  egotistical  romantic 
who  craved  membership  of  King  Ar¬ 
thur’s  Round  Table.  Like  many  immi¬ 
grants,  he  was  a.  fanatical  patriot  And 
as  with  many  who  are  cursed  to  live  in 
interesting  times,  war  and  colonialism 
drew  from  him  great  strengths  and 
some  weaknesses.  He  saw  no  point  in 
dwelling  on  the  weaknesses.  “Egos  have 
an  honourable  role  in  life,"  he  said.  As 
the  chrysalis  of  the  soldier-journalist  fell 
away,  the  world  took  possession  of  a 
fully-fledged  mystic.  He  was  God's  gift 
to  British  cynicism. 

1  met  Laurens  van  der  Post  only  once. 
He  was  pressing,  among  other  things, 
the  claims  of  Chief  Buthetezi  to  the 
leadership  of  South  Africa.  A  friend 
asked  me  afterwards  the  standard  guru 
question:  "Were  you  for  or  against?"  It 
was  a  question  I  could  not  readily 
answer.  Van  der  Fbst  seemed  true  to  his 
image,  a  charismatic  man  whose  life 
had  been  a  sequence  of  experiences  and 
thoughts  not  always  in  the  right  order. 

He  had  survived  the  war  in  a  theatre, 
Java,  that  lent  itself  to  his  leadership 
qualities.  I  believe  his  most  vivid 
contribution  to  the  legacy  of  war  was  not 
his  oft-recounted  bravery  (glamourised 
in  David  Bowie's  Happy  Christmas  Mr 
Lawrence)  but  his  awareness  of  the  need 
for  forgiveness.  He  talked  and  wrote 
constantly  of  the  meaninglessness  of 
hatred,  the  necessity  of  living  with  a  new 
Japan.  Those  who  have  never  fought  a 
war,  who  forget  how  repellent  an  enemy 
Japan  appeared  at  the  tune,  may  nor 
realise  the  boldness  of  van  der  Post’s 
stance.  He  affirmed  a  common  human¬ 
ity  which  later  charges  of  fantasy  and 
boastfulness  cannot  dim. 

This  was  a  conventional  tale  of  a  war 
hero  and  conciliator.  Van  der  Post's  life 
took  a  more  eccentric  turn.  It  was  that  of 


Most  gurus  are  frauds  or  fanatics,  but 
Laurens  van  der  Post  was  the  real  thins 


the  dassic  guru,  noted  — _  m 

by  Anthony  Starr  in  I  \ 
his  book  on  the  genre,  \  4  A/iA /\4/m 
Feet  of  Clay.  A  uau-  g  V\J t  V 

made  confrontation  -  y  m 

with  death  was  follow-  f  / 

ed  by  a  retreat  into  the  I  IpKKk 

wilderness.  Van  der  I  (/  /  i/f  \  f/  f  l 
Post  went  from  Java  to  § 

the  desert  where  he  - — - 

relates  that  a  kudu  at  a 
waterfiole  revived  memories  not  just  of 
his  own  childhood  but  of  the  childhood 
of  man.  “My  God,  I  am  back  home,”  he 
cried.  He  was  like  Crusoe  confronting 


Nature  is  good  and 
‘  cities  are  ewL  All  gu- 

rus  advise  their  folio w- 
\J [[/  ere  to  avoid  them, 

r  m  Urban  living,  said  van 

'  der  Post,  was  like  war. 

V  denies  the  Jungian 
.  f  collective  consrious- 

\5  ness.  It  detaches  us 

—  from  our  dependence 
on  nature.  It  snaps  the 
twig  from  the  twisted  tree  of  humanity. 

This  view  brooks  no  argument.  Gurus . 
do  not  invite  discussion,  only  an. 
audience.  But  that  does  not  necessarily 


Man  Friday’s  footprint.  He  returned  to  .  nullify  their  message.  Yesterday  I  reread' 


dvilisation  to  warn  it  of  impending 
catastrophe.  He  saw  a  flower  on  a 
bombsite  and  asserted  that  salvation  lay 
in  the  rhythms  of  nature,  fixed  in  the 
memory  of  the  Bushmen  but  lost  from 
that  of  London. 

Van  der  Post  enjoyed  all  Store's 
qualifications  for  gunidom.  induding 
magnetic  charm.  He  had  long  blond 
hair,  blue  eyes  and  a  strong  nose.  He 
talked  softly  and  wefl.  His  egotism  was 
untamed  by  the  need  to  immerse  himsdf 
in  any  group.  Van  der  Rest’s  idols, 
Mountbotten.  Jung,  Churchill,  de 
Gaulle.  Thatcher,  were  treated  as  uncrit¬ 
ically  as  many  appeared  to  treat  ton. 
His  intellectual  self-confidence  was  un¬ 
sullied  by  formal  education.  His  asser¬ 
tions  cm  history,  conservation  and 
anthropology  were  naive  and  had  no 
academic  Inundation.  His  relentless 
dualism  —  East  and  West,  masculine 
and  feminine,  great  memory  and  small 
memory,  country  and  diy  —  was  devoid 
of  rigour.  As  for  Java,  as  lan  Buruma 
pointed  out  when  reviewing  van  der 
Post’s  memoir  of  his  time  there,  it  was 
ludicrous  to  treat  all  Dutch  as  villains 
and  ail  British  as  heroes. 

Yet  no  sceptic  wins  an  argument  with 
a  guru.  The  latter  smiles  sweedy  and  re¬ 
plies,  “I  know:  you  don't."  About  Africa, 
van  der  Post  did  know.  He  may  have 
encountered  no  more  than  a  handful  of 
real  Bushmen,  but  these  yellow-skinned, 
pot-bellied  people  were  for  him  a 
metaphor.  After  the  wilderness  and  the 
vision,  came  die  message.  His  message, 
of  the  noble  savage  and  salvation 
through  nature,  has  sold  well  since 
Defoe.  It  sells  particularly  well  today. 


the  opening  three  chapters  of  The  Lost 
World  of  the  Kalahari.  It  is  a  brilliant 
account  of  the  damnation  of  innocence. 
The  book  does  not  romanticise  the 
Bushmen,  it  merely  recounts  one  man’s 
obsession  with  their  story. 

Van  der  Post  was  fascinated  by  a 
people  living  at  the  limit  of  human 
evolution.  The  Bushmen  could  fill  their 
small  bodies  with  sustenance  like  cam¬ 
els  and  run  for  days.  Their  flat-topped 
buttocks  were  huge  with  stored  fat,  their 
penises  always  erect,  their  eyes  Mongol¬ 
oid,  their  yeUow  skin  impervious  to  the 
hottest  sun  on  earth.  A  Bushman  could 


detect  water  from  20  miles  by  reading 
moisture  in  the  sky.  He  danced  and 
recorded  his  daily  round  on  painted 
rocks,  instilling  in  van  der  Post  “an 
almost  unbearable  nostalgia  for  the 
vanished  painter  and  for  the  spirit  that 
possessed  him".  Here  was  a  voice  from 
the  beginnings  of  man.  It  is  impossible 
not  to  be  moved. 

Just  as  van  der  Pbst  had  pleaded  with 
his  contemporaries  to  understand  and 
tolerate  the  Japanese  after  the  war,  so  he 
pleaded  for  tolerance  towards  these 
Stone  Age  people.  Of  course  their  case 
was  hopeless.  They  had  adapted  to  the 
harshest  environment  of  necessity.  like 
die  primitive  tribes  of  Borneo  and  Ama¬ 
zonia,  nothing  could  save  them  from 
eventual  assimilation  and  extinction. 
Their  dick-language  flashed  from  their 
lips  “like  a  sparkle  of  sun  on.  a  burst  of 
flower",  but  it  would  die  along  with  their 
habits  and  skills.’  Meanwhile  we  too  are 
presumably  mutating,  to  the  perils  of 
dty  life.  We  may  not  be  able  to  run  a 
hundred  miles  or  extract  snake  venom  to 
daub  spears,  yet  our  survival  looks more 
assured  than  that  of  tire  Bushmen. 


Van  der  Pbst  seemed  to  recoil 
from  this  thought  But  he  did 
not  just  idealise  the  Bushmen: 
he  used  them  to  champion  the 
diversify  of  human  beings  and  the 
fragility  of  their  dependence  on  nature. 
He  lead  the  movement  to  record,  under¬ 
stand  and,  when  they  wish  for  it,  protect 
endangered  peoples.  This  was  not  nos¬ 
talgic  paternalism.  Van  der  Post’s  exege¬ 
sis  of  the  Bushman  way  of  life  was  bared 
on  his  belief  that  we  must  retain  some 
practical  relationship  with  the  past  if  we 
are  not  to  fall  victim  to  the  future.  He 
believed  in  history.  He  warned  constant¬ 
ly  against  “a  soaety  which  has  lost  its 
memory".  The  warning  applies  as  much 
to  the  built  environment  as  to  the 
natural,  to  what  he  termed  our  small 
memories  of  yesterday  as  well  as  our 
great  ones  erf  the  Stone  Age. 

By  insisting  that  we  tolerate  the  div¬ 
ersity  of  human  groups,  van  der  Post  felt 
he  was  guarding  human  universality. 
As  a  South  African  he  was  a  passionate 
pluralist  In  some  hands,  the  message 
might  be  banal.  In  his  it  was  exhilarat¬ 
ing.  He  opened  The  Lost  World  of  the 
Kalahari  with  a  quotation  from  Roy 
Campbell:  “Pass  World!  1  am  the 
dreamer  that  remains.  /  The  man  clear 
cut  against  the  last  horizon.”  Laurens 
van  der  Post  was  that  dreamer.  He 
never  lost  sight  of  the  horizon. 


Laurens  Van  der  Post 


Love  again 


WINTER  in  Rome  and  the  setting 
is  fair  for  the  renewal  erf  one  of 
Europe’s  great  unrequited  love 
affairs:  between  Prince  Albert  of 
Monaco  and  the  model  Claudia 
Schiffer.  Neither  was  ever  likely  to 
score  heavily  for  their  pub  quiz 
team,  tot  for  a  while  they  seemed 
perfect  together.  Their  friendship 
mirrored  that  between  Prince 
Rainier  and  Grace  Kelly.  Albert's 
parents. 

Then  they  were  separated  while 
the  short,  hairy  American  magi¬ 
cian,  David  Copperfieid,  entered 
then  left  Miss  Schiffer’s  life  with 


Claudia  and  Albert:  on  again? 


his  card-tricks  and  baubles. 

Today,  however.  Prince  Albert 
visits  Rome  and  the  Vatican  with 
his  father  to  celebrate  the  700th 
anniversary  of  the  Grimaldi  dyn¬ 
asty.  Miss  Schiffer  is  also  in  town. 
The  Italian  press  are  gurgling 
with  anticipation,  as  it  is  widely 
expected  that  she  will  be  Albert's 
date  at  a  gala  dinner  today. 

Absent  from  the  Grimaldi  parly 
will  be  the  Princesses  Caroline  and 
Stephanie,  who  have  had  an 
uneasy  relationship  with  the  Vati¬ 
can  on  account  of  their  colourful 
personal  lives.  As  the  Monegasque 
Embassy  in  London  explained, 
“they  just  did  not  warn  to  go." 


Choc-a-bloc 

THERE  is  more  to  the  success  of 
Ferrero  Rochcr  chocolates  than 
those  terrific  “at  the  ambassador's 
parties"  television  commercials. 
Unceasing  prayer  to  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes  by  the  Ferrero  family  has 
ensured  that  their  chocolates  have 
crept  up  alongside  fir  trees,  wal¬ 
nuts  and  woolly-scarved  wassail- 
ers  in  British  Christmas  tradition. 
This,  at  least,  was  the  explanation 
offered  by  the  head  of  the  family. 
Michele  Ferrero.  at  the  party  for 


the  50th  anniversary  of  his  com¬ 
pany.  The  role  of  "the  ambassa¬ 
dor"  at  the  bash  was  intriguingly 
filled  by  Professor  Ralf  Dahren- 
dorf.  Warden  of  St  Antony’s  Coll¬ 
ege;  Oxford. 


Rare  indeed 

APOLOG  fES  have  gone  out  on  be¬ 
half  of  two  of  the  country’s  leading 
chefs,  for  making  a  mess  of  the 
World  Jewish  Relief  Fund  dinner 
earlier  this  month.  The  fund  had 
hired  Raymond  Blanc  and  Albert 
Roux  to  cater  for  400  at  the  Imper¬ 
ial  War  Museum.  A  kosher  chef 
was  on  hand,  but  when  the  Iamb 
came  out,  horreur!  —  it  was  too 
pink  and  had  to  be  senr  back.  The 
two  chefs  appeared  on  the  podium 
to  apologise,  and  over  the  sound  of 
heckling  promised,  “next  time  the 
lamb  will  be  medium". 

Ashley  Mitchell,  chairman  of 


die  fund,  has  just  written  to  all  foe 
diners:  “l  hope  the  problem  with 
the  food  did  not  spoil  your  eve¬ 
ning.”  Over  at  Blanc's  joint,  Le 
Manoir  aux  Qua!'  Saisons.  they 
said:  “Monsieur  Blanc  had  re¬ 
sponsibility  only  for  the  starters." 

•  Radio  Four  has  announced  its 
Reith  lecturer  for  next  year;  Patri¬ 
cia  J.  Williams.  Professor  of  Law 
at  New  York’s  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity.  She  will  be  talking  about 
race.  Among  her  qualifications  is 
the  fact  that  she  is  the  '“great- 
great  granddaughter  qf  a  slave 
and  a  white  Southern  lawyer*".  At 


M’ : 


Christmas  cards  from  the  Clarkes  and  from  the  Hart 


""Why  does  she  still  call  me 
Brian?  Can't  she  see  JTve  had 
a  sex  change” 


the  bottom  of  the  release  about 
the  BBC's  intellectual  jewel,  we 
are  informed  that  “The  first  Reith 
Lectures  were  given  in  1948  by  Ber¬ 
tram  Russell." 


Telling  all 

CHRISTMAS  CARDS  arrive 
from  foe  Left  and  Right  of  the  Tory 
party.  Ken  Clarke  and  his  wife 
Gillian  have  chosen  an  impish 
drawing  of  David  Lloyd  George, 
the  famously  independent-minded 
Chancellor  and  Prime  Minister. 
Inside  are  a  few  anecdotes  about 
Uoyd-George  which  may  relate  to 
Clarke's  own  recent  party  trou¬ 
bles.  “On  being  asked  how  he 
maintained  his  cheerfulness  when 
beset  by  numerous  political  obsta¬ 


cles,”  reads  the  card,  "Lloyd 
George  responded:  "Well  1  find 
that  a  change  of  nuisances  is  as 
good  as  a  vacation.’" 

David  Hart,  wealthy  eonsigtiire 
to  Michael  Ffortfllo  and  the  Tory 
Right,  goes  for  the  devil  eyes  motif. 
Inside  is  the  caption:  “Old  . adviser. 
New  Danger". 

•  Today  Jack  Straw  addresses  the 
Institute  of  Public  Policy  Re¬ 
search,  the  Labour  think-tank. 
Tickets  to  hear  him  cost  £45.  Last 
week,  Gordon  Brown  and  David 
Blunkett  spoke  there.  Tickets  cost 
between  £170  and  £300.  “No  re¬ 
flection  at  all  on  their  compara¬ 
tive  worth,"  pleads  the  institute.  ’ 


Mr  Blair’s 
subversive 
idea 

School  takeovers  let 
parents  choose,  says 

Robert  Skidelsky 


As  one  who  has  tried,  and  so  far 
failed,  to  persuade  foe  Conserva¬ 
tives  to  take  parental  choice 
seriously,  I  was  fascinated  by  Tony 
-Blair’s  speech  on  education  at  Ruskin  _ 
College;  Oxford  last  Monday.  Much  of  it 
was  orthodox  Labour  Party  stuff  — 
“greater  powers  for  local  authorities" 
“improvement  plans"  with  “targets "and 
"dear  criteria”,  “expert  advice  and 
intensive  support*’,  and  so  on.  But  in  the 
middle  of  tius-dismal  list  was  a  discord¬ 
ant  and  subversive  thought:  head 
teachers  of  successful  schools  should  be 
allowed  to  take  over  the  leadership  of 
failing  schools. 

Stated  thus,  it  is  a  gimmick,  and  I  am 
surprised  that  Mr  Blair  introduced  it  in 
this  unpersuasive  way.  The  important 
thing  is  to  reproduce  a  successful  school.  ^ 
not  have  a  successful  head  teacher 
running  several  schools.  This  is  best 
done  by  allowing  a  successful  school  (or 
possibly  an  educational  trust  from  the 
private  sector)  to  take  over  a  failing 
school  and  appoint  a  new  leadership 
team  committed  to  effective  school 
practices.  If  anything  survives  of  Mr 
Blair's  proposal  under  a  Labour  govern¬ 
ment,  it  will  be  in  this  form,  rather  than 
in  his  original  version. 

Nevertheless,  his  idea  is  subversive 
because  h  suggests  a  mechanism  for 
reproducing  successful  schools  which 
does  not  depend  on  ever-increasing 
bureaucratic  control  over  the  school 
system.  It  is  dearly  modelled  on 
business  practice.  Finns  compete  for 
custom-  A  successful  firm  increases 
market  share;  other  firms  learn  from  its 
example.  It  forms  partnerships;  it  ac¬ 
quires  and  reconstructs  failing  firms.  It 
is  through  this  mixture  of  competition 
and  co-operation  that  success  is  “repro¬ 
duced  ”  in  business  life,  not  by  a  flood  of 
injunctions  and  regulations. 

A  regulatory  framework  is  as  neces¬ 
sary  in  education  as  in  business.  But  it 
is  a  profound  mistake  to  believe  that  it  is 
through  regulation  that  the  heights  are 
scaled.  The  importance  of  Mr  Blair's 
subversive  idea  lies  precisely  in  this  • 
recognition.  It  breaks  free  from  the  ms 
strategy  of  trying  to  force  schools  to  raise 
their  standards  by  strangling  them  with 
red  tape. 
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What  does  all  this  have  to  do 
with  parental  choice?  For  an 
answer  we  must  turn  to  to¬ 
days  Audit  CorilmiSsiott  repbrt,  entitled 
Planning  and  Supply  of  School  Places 
and  Parent  Satisfaction.  The  report 
argues  that  parents  are  being  allowed 
little  genuine  choice  when  it  comes  to 
their  children’s  education;  20  per  cent  of 
children  are  not  able  to  attend  their  “first 
choice"  school,  and  there  is  a  low  level  of 
satisfaction  with  the  choices  parents  are 
allowed  to  make.  These  conclusions  are 
not  surprising.  If  choice  is  to  be  real, 
popular  schools  must  be  allowed  to 
expand.  If  they  are  not.  two  things  are 
bound  to  happen:  the  oversubscribed 
schools  will  become  increasingly  selec¬ 
tive;  and  a  proportion  of  children  will  be 
allocated  to  undersubscribed  schools. 

This  is  what  has  happened. 

The  Department  for  Education  has 
always  argued  that  “good”  schools 
cannot  be  allowed  to  expand  while  w . 
there  are  “surplus  places"  in  other 
schools.  No  doubt  there  are  too  many 
school  places  in  aggregate,  due  to 
demographic  changes  —  though  any 
system  of  choice  requires  some  slack. 

But  surplus  places  overall  are  not  the 
main  problem.  More  important  is  the 
fact  there  are  too  many  places  in 
unpopular  schools,  and  too  few  in 
popular  ones. 

This  is  where  Mr  Blair'S  subversive 
idea  comes  into  its  own.  Popular  schools 
should  be  allowed  to  expand  by  taking 
over  unpopular  ones,  guaranteeing  par¬ 
ents  the  quality  of  education  they  are 
looking  for.  A  school  is  not  the  same  as 
its  buildings.  To  eliminate  surplus  \ 
places  one  does  not  always  have  to  dose 
down  buildings  —  just  make  unpopular 
schools  popular. 

The  Audit  Commission  is  right  to 
say  that  foe  education  system  is 
in  gridlock  because  opted-out, 
or  grant-maintained,  schools  are  no 
longer  part  of  LEA  planning  systems. 

They  are  set  to  become  foe  new  gener- 
ation  of  selective  schools.  The  answer  is 
not  to  reincorporate  them  into  the 
planning  system  (Labour's  traditional  "J 
idea)  but  to  free  local  authority  schools 
to  match  supply  to  demand  (the  kernel  - 
of  Mr  Blair’s  subversive  idea).  Pro-  . 

which  is  a  function  of  both  the  ^number 
of  places  and  the  number  of  successful 
schools  —  the  state  system  cannot  be 
unduly  selective,  any  more  than  the 
independent  sector  is.  In  other  words, 
there  should  be  a  rough  balance  bet¬ 
ween  the  supply  of  places  offered  and  the 
number  of  places  parents  want  to  take  ' 
up.  This  is  true  of  the  independent  sector 
overall;  it  is  not  true  of  the  state  system.  .  T  . 

The.  weakness  of  John  Major's  Con-  — 
servatism  has  always  been  its  hostility  to  .  - 
ideas.  Now  it  has  run  out  of  ideas 
entirely.  In  education  it  has  never  had 
anything  one  could  call  a  strategy.  It  has 
never  made  up  Its  mind  whether  it 
wants  a  system  based  on  parental  choice 
or  one  controlled  from  the  centre.  No 
more  than  Tit-for-tat  can  be  expected  of 
Mrs  Gillian  Shephard  in  the  dying  days 
of  this  Government  Yet  it  is  all  a  great 
pity  —  because  a  system  of  parental  • 
choice  fits  much  more  naturally  into 
Conservative  than  info  Labour  thinking. 

It  migftr  have  been  the  Conservative 
Party^"bigidea".  For  the  time  bang,  we  _ 

shall  have  to  see  what  Labour  makes  of 
Mr  Blairs  subversive  idea. 

The  author  takes  the  Conservative  whip 
in  the  House  of  Lords. 

’-  .  • 
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WHIPPED  SENSELESS 

A  stupid  piece  of  double-dealing  does  yet  more  damage 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

1  Pennington  Street.  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  5000 


All  is  not  fair  in  love  and  politics.  Whatever 
the  state  of  the  Government’s  majority,  and 
however  dose  the  general  election,  there  are 
some  levels  to  which  no  whip  should  stoop. 
David  WilJetts’s  ovenzealous  attempt  to 
nobble  the  chairman  of  a  procedural 
committee  pales  as  a  sin  beside  Monday 
night's  fiddling  of  a  Commons  vote. 

Last  night  this  blatant  deceit  tested  the 
usually  seamless  skills  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Rebuttals,  Michael  Heseltine. 
Visibly  floundering,  he  could  find  no  words  . 
to  defend  the  behaviour  of  the  Conservative 
whip.  Derek  Conway,  who  had  paired  three 
Tory  MPs  with  .a  Labour  and  liberal 
Democrat  each,  thus  ensuring  that  two 
Opposition  MPs  would  be  absent  for  every 
Member  away  on  his  side.  Had  the  Ulster 
Unionists  voted  the  other  way  on  Monday's 
fishing  motion,  this  chicanery  would  have 
turned  a  defeat  for  the  Government  into  a 
one-vote  victory.  ■ 

^JThat  must  have  been  the  intended 
"outcome,  since  disarrangements  were  made 
long  before  the  whips  knew  whether  to 
expect  support  from  the  Unionists.  The 
Government's  recent  attempt  to  prevent  a 
debate  on  the  single  currency  regulations 
showed  how  terrified  party  managers  have 
become  of  losing  Commons  votes.  But  to 
resort  to  cheating  of  such  a  land  can  only  be 
self-destructive. 

Coming  so  soon  after  the  revival  of  sleaze 
in  the  public  mind;  ftjmerely  reinforces  the 
image  of  an  administration  that  is  prepared 
to  put  morality  aside  if  it  proves  inconve¬ 
nient.  Even  the  more  cynical  of  Conser¬ 


vatives  were  aghast  at  the  trick,  since  it  was 
almost  bound  to  be  exposed.. Sure  enough, 
after  the  unexpectedly  large  margin  of 
victory  on  Monday,  opposition  whips  con¬ 
ducted  a  post  mortem.  Once  the  figures 
failed  to  tally,  Labour  and  liberal  Demo¬ 
crats  consulted  and  the  truth  was  out 

Not  only  will  this  imbroglio  tarnish  the 
Tories’  reputation  and  sap  morale  on  their 
benches;  it  has  also  given  fixe  opposition 
parties  the  pretext  that  they  needed  to  make 
life  even  harder  for  the  Government  when 
Parliament  returns  in  the  New  Year.  Tony 
Blair  has  been  tempted  for  some  time  to 
withdraw  co-operation  in  the  Commons  in 
.order  to  harry  an  already  tense  party.  He 
needed  an  excuse.  Now  he  has  one. 

With  hindsight,  Mr  Conway's  deception 
was  not  necessary,  as  the  Unionists  voted 
with  the  Government  anyway.  But  even 
with  foresight,  it  was  an  appalling  mistake. 
Had  the  Conservatives  again  lost  the 
fisheries  vote,  they  might  have  made  it  look 
like  a  traditional  December  event,  as 
predictable  as  it  was  insignificant  for  policy. 
Then  Mr  Blair  would  have  had  his  bluff 
called.  Either  he  would  have  had  to  hold  a 
vote  of  confidence  which  he  would  almost 
certainly  have  lost,  or  he  would  have  risked 
looking  as  if  he  were  running  scared. 

Instead  it  is  the  Tories  who  are  afraid  of 
holding  an  undoctored  vote  an  a  controver¬ 
sial  issue.  Labour  must  be  delighted  by  how 
little  it  needs  to  do  to  expose  the  weaknesses 
in  John  Major’s  party.  Merely  standing 
bade  and  watching  the  Conservatives  self- 
destruct  seems  to  do  the  hick. 


ADMISSIBLE  EVIDENCE 

Say  it  quietly:  Saunders  deserves  his  human  rights 


The  martyr’s  robe  sits  uncomfortably  on 
Ernest  Saunders’s  surprisingly  robust 
frame.  The  former  Guinness  chairman, 
having  put  his  dotage  successfully  behind 
him.  yesterday  secured  satisfaction  of  sorts 
in  Strasbourg.  The  European  Court  of 
Human  Rights  ruled  that  his  conviction  for 
fr-4*d  was  a  violation  of  his  human  rights'. 
The  Court  denied  him  a  payment  in 
compensation,  however,  arguing  •'  that, 
vindication  in  law  should  be  enough. 

It  will  be  galling  to  many  to  see  Mr 
Saunders  proclaim  himself  a  victim  of 
injustice.  The  deception  involved  in  the 
Guinness  takeover  of  Distillers  encap¬ 
sulated  some  of  the  least  attractive  of  old  and 
new  City  practices  in  the  Eighties.  But," 
uncomfortable  though  it  may  be  k>  accept, 
the  Strasbourg  judges  are  right  and  Mr . 
Saunders’s  rights  have  been  infringed.  The 
test  of  a  justice  system  is  its  ability,  to  apply 
the  dignity  of  due  process  to  all.  *  • 

Mr  Saunders  was  convicted  by  a  court 
which  heard  evidence  obtained  under 
duress.  That  evidence  was  extracted  by  the 
Department  of  Trade  and  Industry  while 
investigating  the  Distillers  takeover  in  1987. 
The  DTI,  as  a  regulatory  body  rather4hana  - 
criminal  prosecutor,  has  the  power  to 
compel  an  individual  to  answer.  The 
evidence  gathered  in  this  way  was  then 
passed  on  to  the  police  and  led  to  a  criminal 
^prosecution.  Mr  Saunders  believes  this 
evidence  prejudiced  his  case.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  argues  that  he  would  have  been 
convicted  even  without  it  Whoever  is  correct 
about  the  importance  of  the  evidence  there 
should  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  wrong  to 
reveal  it  in  criminal  proceedings. 

It  is  sometimes  appropriate  for  certain 
agencies  to  gather  evidence  which  will  be 
used  to  enforce  regulatory  powers,  or  aid 
further  criminal  investigation,  but  which 
cannot  in  itself  be  directly  admitted  in  the 
course  of  criminal  prosecution.  A  body  such 
as  the  DTI  is  entitled  to  use  exceptional 
powers  when  investigating,  for  example,  the 
dmeumstanoes  of  a  takeover  or  whether  an 
individual  is  fit  to  be  a  company  director.  ■ 
Different  standards,  however,  should- apply 


in  a  criminal  prosecution.  The  right  to 
‘  silence  has  been  abused  by  criminals  and 
the  Home  Secretary's  derision  to  allow  the 
courts  to  draw  an  inference  from  silence  is 
an  understandable  revision  of  the  rubs  of 
evidence.  It  is,  however,  a  wholly  different 
thing  to  admit  evidence  wrung  from  an 
individual  denied  the  chance  to  say  nothing 
rather  than  allowing  his  silence  to  influence 
-  a  court’s  judgment  It  offends  against  Article 
Six  of  the  European  Convention  on  Human 
Rights  and,  more  importantly,  against  the 
Common  Law  principle  that  a  defendant 
should  not  be  fenced  to  incriminate  himself. 

Adherence  to  principle  need  not  frustrate 
the  proper  investigation  of  fraud  or  other 
offences.  Under  the  1985  Interception  of 
Communications  Act,  evidence  gathered 
from  a  wire  tap  is  inadmissible  in  court:  but 
the  information  thus  acquired  can  be 
valuable  background  which  makes  it  easier 
for  the  police  to  secure  the  admissible 
evidence  they  need.  Similarly  the  Serious 
Fraud  Office's  Section  Two  powers  allow  it 
to  acquire  information  which  helps  in  the 
preparation  of  a  prosecution  case,  even  if  it  is 
not  directly  admissible.  It  is  a  commonplace 
of  all  detection  that  words  which  may  not  be 
used  in  court  can  nevertheless  lead  to  the 
crucial  mfonnatian  that  convicts. 

•  The  Strasbourg  judgment  should  also  give 
Government  and  Opposition  pause  for 
thought  as  they  consider  the  Police  Bill, 
currently  going  through  Parliament.  If 
evidence  secured  by  forced  answers  offends 
against  human  rights,  how;  much  more 
offensive  are.  plans  which  would  allow  the 
police  to  acquire  evidence  by  forced  entry  or 
bugging  oh  the  strength  of  a  chief  police 
officer’s  judgment?  Such  powers  may  be 
appropriate  when  dealing  .with  terrorism 
'  but  should  not  be  placed  so  easily  at  the 
disposal  of  every  chief  constable. 

British  citizens  should  have  their  rights 
upheld  in  British  courts  and,  more  impor¬ 
tantly,’  by  the  British  Parliament  If  neither 
can  assert  itself  appropriately,  many  in¬ 
dividuals  more  deserving  than  Mr  Saunders 
will  embarrass  Britain  by  seeking  redress' 
abroad. 


ENTRENOUS 

My  country  does  not  understand  me 


Alain  Juppe’S  passionate  m  from  a 
wounded  coeur  must  rank  as  one  of  the  most 
bizarre  pleas  of  postwar  politics,,  the  living 
exemplar  of  the  heat-sensitive  .person  who. 
Harry  Truman  believed,  should  best  get  out 
of  the- kitchen.  The  French  Prime  Minister 
believes  he  is  a  maligned  and  misunder¬ 
stood  man  —  a  passionate,  sensitive  soul 
who  wants  only  to  be  liked  and  trusted  pm 
who  is  unfairly  portrayed  as  a  desiccated 
calculating  machine  So  -p^js 


a  :  cuuored  intellectual  Uica-t.  *4— ~  -  -  ~  ~  - 

torment  in  .116  pages  of  exqoistetyrefin^ 
self  pity.  “I  am  not  a  monster  of;  mdtf- 
ference,"'  be  tells  his  readers.  He  is  les 
armour-plated  than  those  arbiters  of 

the  newspapers  and  Pansjans^lons. 
maintain.  Even  he,  unlike  a  computer,  can 

^“cheartonthesie^fasto 

volume  has  an  honourable 
prance.  From"  Htfoise  and  Abdtfj* 
Gerard  de  Nerval  and  Verlaine,  three 
Pierced  by  the  arrows  of  love  or 
their  readers  into  their 
tev’emadea  fine  profit  from  it-  M  Juppe 

^  that  he,  too,  can  share  h^hgdoih 

with  an  intimate  audience  of 57 
french  citizens  and  has  W* 

wrung"  from  during^ four  sun 

Jjy  afternoons  of  l&raiyfalwi^ 

“  Woufi.  if  he  can  also  stave  off  jbsnussal  ^ 
fr^tidexit  Chirac,  •  or  win  the  henefi 

.  Awhile  anting. bloated  bureaucracies. 


all  to  the  good.  Maybe  the  French,  whose 
upper  lips  curl  in  grief,  laughter  or  disdain 
more  easily  than  those  of  many  nations,  will 
be  indulgent  to .  their  suffering  Prime 
Minister;  if  so,  the  diatribe  inspired  by  the 
contempt  of  a  pretty  woman  on  a  Bordeaux 
street  will  have  paid  off  . 

•  It  is  hard  to  see  the  tactic  working  on  this 
side  of  the  Channel.  Would  a  John  Major 
apologia  —My  Not  Inconsiderable  Achieve- 

•  men t — tell  us  of  his  pain  at  being  coloured 
orev.  his  love  of  cricket,  humiliation  at 


questions  about  O-Ievels  and  the  agonies  he 
suffers  at  not .  ruling  out  economic  and 
monetary  union?  And  would  it  boost  his  poll 

ratings?  . 

British  poHtidans  do  venture  into  print, 
and  rather  more  often  than  voters  would 
like.  Their  confessions,  however,  rarely  lift 
the  lid  on  their  tortured  souls,  or  indeed  on 
anything."  .The  titles  usually  give  away  the 
content-free  contents;  Ministers  Decide  by 
Sir  Norman  Fowler  is  often  seen  as  the 
classic  in  the  genre.  Few  British  Prime 
Ministers  sit  down  al  the  word  processor 
until  the  cares  of  office  have  been  shed.  Even, 
■those  who  were  subjected  to  calumny  and 
lampooning  have  told  us  little  of  how  they 
felt  Sir.  Alec  Douglas-Home  wrote  about 
fishing,  Eden  about  his  father  and  Churchill 
gave  us  history  books.  M  Juppe  comes  from 
a  different  confessional  tradition.  But  for  all 
his  personal  pleading,  he  may  find  his 
countrymen  a  nation  of  literary  ingf&ts. 


Child  labour  and 
trade  agreements 

From  Mr  Bill  Linton 

.  Sir,  Your  leading  article  today.  Trad¬ 
ed  away",  is  dismissive  of  the  World 
Trade  Organisation’s  obligation  to  op¬ 
pose  “exploitative"  child  labour, 
which  you  suggest  is  more  appropri¬ 
ate  to  the  Internationa!  Labour  Or¬ 
ganisation  (ILO) . 

Of  course  it  is  true  that  in  many 
cases  either  poor  children  work  or 
they  and  their  families  starve,  bunhai 
merely  means  that  the  solutions  have 
to  be  a  bit  less  simplistic  than  just  boy¬ 
cotting  goods  produced  by  child  lab¬ 
our.  Export  industries  only  account 
for  about  5  per  cent  of  the  problem 
anyway. 

It  so  happens  that  this  very  issue  is 
addressed  by  Unicef  in  its  report,  pub¬ 
lished  today.  State  of  the  World's 
Children  1997.  This  report  advocates 
a  three-pronged  attack  on  child  lab¬ 
our:  releasing  children  immediately 
from  the  most  damaging  situations, 
eg,  prostitution  and  bonded  labour; 
the  rehabilitation  of  children  released 
from  work,  especially  by  education; 
and  the  protection  of  children  who 
cannot  be  released. 

The  right  way  to  go  about  it  is  illus¬ 
trated  by  an  agreement  readied  last 
year  in  Bangladesh  between  Unicef, 
the  ILO  and  the  Bangladeshi  garment 
manufacturers,  under  which  all  child¬ 
ren  under  14  are  removed  from  factor¬ 
ies  and  placed  in  schools,  with  a  stip¬ 
end  as  compensation  for  loss  of  in¬ 
come.  The  agreement  stipulates  that 
no  further  children  will  be  hired  and 
that  the  jobs  previously  done  by  child¬ 
ren  are  offered  to  suitable  adult  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  families. 

Yours  faithfully. 

BEJL  LINTON, 

39a  Fox  Lane.  Palmers  Green.  N13. 
December  11. 

From  Mr  David  Knight 

Sir,  Given  that  a  mere  5  per  cent  of  the 
world’s  estimated  SO  million  working 
children  are  employed  (if  that  is  the 
right  word)  in  export  industries,  and 
that  unforeseen  consequences  of  past 
trade  sanctions  have  included  child 
factory  workers  being  forced  into 
prostitution  to  replace  their  income, 
your  suggestion  that  opposition  to  ex¬ 
ploitative  child  labour  is  not  an  appro¬ 
priate  task  for  the  World  Trade  Or¬ 
ganisation  is  possibly  right 

On  the  other  hand,  I  have  just  heard 
on  Radio  4  that  the  Metropolitan 
Police  are  to  be  issued  with  a  confiden¬ 
tial  corruption"  hotline  card,  inscribed 
with  the  immortal  legend:  “All  it  takes 
for  evil  to  flourish  is  for  good  men  to 
do  nothing.” 

Yours  sincerely, 

DAVID  KNIQHT, 

Higher  Trewoofe, 

Lamoma.  Penzance,  Cornwall. 
December  II. 

From  Ms  Christine  Whitehead 

Sir,  It  is  wrong  to  use  Third  World 
concerns  about  linking  labour  condi¬ 
tions  to  trade  agreements  as  an  excuse  ■ 
not  to  consider  implementing  a  soda] 
dause  through  the  World  Trade  Or¬ 
ganisation  (WTO). 

Whilst  Third  World  anxieties  are 
understandable,  if  such  a  dause  is  im¬ 
plemented  in  the  way  advocated  by 
Oxfam  and  many  other  concerned  or¬ 
ganisations.  its  introduction  through 
the  WTO  would  not  be  a  cover  for  pro¬ 
tectionism.  The  wily  protection  this 
move  would  supply  would  be  for  the 
basic  rights  of  substantial  "members  of 
the  world’s  poor. 

For  decades  now  governments  have 
signal  up  to  ILO  conventions,  which 
aim  to  protect  the  basic  rights  of  work¬ 
ers.  The  crucial  problem  is  that  the 
ILO  has  no  “teeth’*  with  which  to  en¬ 
sure  that  governments  keep  to  these 
agreements  in  practice  —  which  some 
do  not  The  WTO  can  supply  these 
teeth,  with  the  threat  of  sanctions  as  a 
very  last  resort,  while  the  ILO  — 
which  represents  workers,  employers 
and  governments  both  in  the  north 
and  south — would  oversee  the  imple¬ 
mentation  of  such  a  dause.  This 
would  ensure  that  it  does  not  become 
a  protectionist  tool  in  the  hands  of  the 
strongest  economic  powers. 

A  social  clause  is  not  about  setting 
wage  levels.  Rather  it  would  giro 
workers  the  right  to  freedom  of  associ¬ 
ation  and  coUective  bargaining,  em¬ 
powering  them  to  negotiate  their  own 
wage  lewis  and  decent  conditions, 
whilst  folly  aware  of  the  need  not  to 
frighten  away  investors. 

Yours  sincerely. 

C  E.  WHITEHEAD 

(Senior  Polity  Advisor), 

Oxfam  UK  &  Ireland. 

274  Banbury  Road,  Oxford. 

December  10. 


Fully  furnished 

From  Mr  Edward  Thomas 

Sir.  You  publish  a  letter  today  from 
five  people  discussing  rite  NHS.  Three 
describe  themselves  as  Chairs,  two  as 
.  Joint  Chairs,  Surely  the  latter  could 
have  merged  to  form  a  settee  and  then 
all  five  could  have  collectively  charac¬ 
terised  themselves  as  a  suite  of  furni¬ 
ture. 

It's  just  a  thought- 

Yours  truly. 

EDWARD  THOMAS, 

Elat  4, 21  Jevington  Gardens, 
Eastbourne;  East  Sussex. 

December  10. 


Letters  to  the  Editor  should  carry  a 
.  daytime  telephone  number.  They 
may  be  sent  to  a  fax  number  — 
0171-7825044.  v 


Dissent  on  contest  to  build  ‘inhabited’  Thames  bridge 


From  Professor  Gerald  Dix 

Sir.  it  is  indeed  surprising  to  read  in 
Marcus  Burney's  report  (December 
10}  that,  not  content  with  being  an  as¬ 
sessor  in  the  Royal  Academy’s  com¬ 
petition  to  design  a  habitable  Thames 
bridge.  Mr  Cummer  has  “come  out 
strongly"  in  favour  of  the  design  sub¬ 
mitted  by  M  Antoine  G  rum  bach. 

As  Mr  Binney  remarks,  this  is  a 
highly  controversial  development  pro¬ 
posal  which,  were  h  to  be  built,  would 
dominate  the  view  from  Waterloo 
Bridge  of  the  dome  of  St  Paul’s. 

In  accordance  with  the  well  tried 
procedures  for  the  examination  of 
schemes  of  this  kind,  responsibility 
lor  the  final  decision,  based  on  evalu¬ 
ation  of  evidence  presented  at  a  public 
inquiry,  rests  with  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Environment.  But  what 
confidence  can  rate  have  in  the  out¬ 
come  when  the  ultimate  appeal  judge 
has  declared  his  views  before  the  pres¬ 
entation  of  the  evidence? 

Unless  the  situation  is  pre-empted 
by  a  statement  of  his  wishes  by  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  who  has  significant 
influence  but  lacks  statutory  authority 
—  or  possibly  by  the  arrival  of  a  new 
secretary  of  state  following  a  general 
election  —  Mr  Gummer  should  surely 
stale  now  that  he  intends  to  take  no 
further  part  whatsoever  in  this  case, 
or  he  should  resign,  possibly  both. 

Yours  faithfully. 

GERALD  DIX 

(Professor  Emeritus  of  Civic  Design. 
University  of  Liverpool), 

13  Friars  Quay.  Norwich.  Norfolk. 
December  12. 

From  Mr  Andrew  Hamilton 

Sir.  As  one  of  those  who  attended  the 
Royal  Academy  exhibition  and  found 


all  seven  of  the  proposed  designs  for 
an  “inhabited"  bridge  totally  inappro¬ 
priate,  1  would  love  to  know  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  spoiled  papers.  M  G  rum- 
bach's  bridge  is  no  more  “inhabiied" 
than  the  rather  more  elegant  proposal 
from  Sir  Norman  Fbster  and  Sir 
Anthony  Caro  half  a  mile  down¬ 
stream  (report,  December  11). 

The  “inhabited"  dement  is  a  gro¬ 
tesque  35*iorey  tower  built  alongside 
Temple  Gardens  on  the  Embankment 
—  one  of  the  few  remaining  oases  of 
architectural  elegance  on  the  Thames 
waterfronL 

Yours  faithfully. 

ANDREW  HAMILTON. 

8  Carlyle  Square,  SW3. 

December  13. 

From  Sir  Jonathan  Mance 

Sir.  You  report  that  the  public  has 
voted  2-1  in  favour  of  Antoine  G rum- 
bach’s  “controversial*  35-storey  tower 
in  the  Royal  Academy’s  competition 
for  the  design  of  a  habitable  bridge  ac¬ 
ross  the  Thames  from  Temple  Gar¬ 
dens  to  the  London  Weekend  Tele¬ 
vision  tower.  What  is  controversial  is 
whether  this  is  the  right  place  for  any 
bridge,  let  alone  one  incorporating  so 
ferae  a  structure. 

The  vote  conducted  at  the  Royal 
Academy  did  not  address  that  issue. 
The  voting  form  presented  a  choice  of 
seven  designs,  with  no  opportunity  for 
dissent  or  comment  on  the  principle 
or  siting,  unless  by  any  who  (like  my¬ 
self)  wrote  upon  it:  “Wrong  bridge  in 
the  wrong  place". 

The  proposed  structure  is  certainly 
“daring".  It  would  spoil  the  broad 
sweep  and  the  tree-lined  embankment 
of  the  river  between  Waterloo  and 
Blackfriars  bridges,  interfere  with  a 
famous  view  of  the  City,  and  of  St 


Paul’s  in  particular,  and  dominate  the 
historic  Temple  quarter. 

1  hope,  as  a  member  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  that  1  shall  not  be  thought 
guilty  of  nimbyism  if  l  commend  Sir 
Norman  Foster’s  concept,  involving  a 
simple  pedestrian  bridge,  running 
further  downstream,  between  the 
steps  leading  up  to  St  Paul’s  Cathedral 
and  the  Tate  Gallery’s  Bankside 
power  station. 

t  walk  this  stretch  of  the  river  just  as 
frequently  as  the  Temple  reach.  It  of¬ 
fers  considerable  scope  for  an  attrac¬ 
tive  and  useful  crossing. 

Yours  faithfully. 

JONATHAN  MANCE, 

St  Dunstan’s  House, 

Fetter  Lane,  EC-1. 

From  Mr  G.  de  la  B&tqyere 

Sir.  If  London  is  to  have  a  purely  ped¬ 
estrian  bridge  it  will  not  be  the  first,  as 
Marcus  Binney  reports.  The  present 
Hungerford  Railway  Bridge  between 
Waterloo  and  Charing  Cross  stands 
on  the  site  of.  and  incorporates  parts 
of,  Brunei’s  sadly  shortlived  suspen¬ 
sion  footbridge,  built  between  1841 
and  1845  to  serve  Hungerford  market 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  Demol¬ 
ished  in  1863.  its  chains  were  re-used 
on  the  Clifton  suspension  bridge. 

Almost  every  engineering  project,  it 
seems,  was  at  least  thought  of  first  by 
a  Victorian.  And,  no  doubt  the  vocifer¬ 
ous  road  lobby  will  ensure  that  a  new 
footbridge  is  similarly  shortlived  be¬ 
fore  being  incorporated  into  a  six-lane 
super  bridge  for  cross-London  lorry 
traffic. 

Yours  faithfully. 

G.  de  la  BEDOYERE, 

20  Eltham  Park  Gardens,  SE9. 
December  10. 


South  Africa’s  Constitutional  Court  Weather  check 


From  Mr  Sydney  Kentridge,  QC 

Sir,  Your  correspondent.  R.  W.  John¬ 
son,  in  his  latest  report  from  South  Af¬ 
rica  r Boost  for  ANC  after  the  new 
South  African  Constitution  spurns 
federalism",  December  10),  has  made 
some  trenchant  criticisms  of  the  ANC 
Government's  attitude  to  federalism. 
His  views  on  such  matters  are  worthy 
of  consideration.  His  criticisms  of  the 
South  African  Constitutional  Court 
are  in  a  different  category. 

The  court  has  certified  that  the  new 
Constitution  is  in  accordance  with  the 
basic  principle  that  the  powers  of  the 
nine  provinces  should  not  be  “sub¬ 
stantially  less"  than  those  granted  in 
the  country's  interim  Constitution. 
This  leads  Mr  Johnson  to  assert  —  un¬ 
justifiably,  in  my  view —  that  the  ANC 
“called  the  courts  bluff",  that  the 
court’s  president  had  admitted  that 
the  new  constitution  reduced  provin¬ 
cial  powers  but  had  nonetheless  certi¬ 
fied  that  jt  did  not,  and  that  the  court 
had  "bent  the  knee  to  the  ANC  leader¬ 
ship". 


South  Atlantic  links 

From  the  Ambassador  of 
the  Argentine  Republic 

Sir,  I  wish  to  refer  to  your  report, 
“Falkland  Islands  fear  for  future  un¬ 
der  Labour"  [December  9;  letter  De¬ 
cember  12.  report  and  leading  article, 
December  I4j. 

Today  a  true  spirit  of  reconciliation 
prevails  in  Argentine-British  rela¬ 
tions,  which  are  an  excellent  example 
of  what  can  be  attained  by  means  of 
goodwill  and  plain  common  sense. 
Concrete  achkrrements  such  as  the 
South  Atlantic  oil  agreement,  growing 
British  investments  in  Argentina  and 
on  ever  greater  bilateral  trade  give 
eloquent  testimony  of  this. 

An  increased  interest  in  contacts  be¬ 
tween  the  Argentine  mainland  and 
the  Malvinas/ Falkland  Islands  is  to¬ 
tally  in  line  with  all  the  above.  There 
are  good  reasons  for  building  bridges 
instead  of  widening  the  divide. 
Amongst  them.  Argentina's  constitu¬ 
tional  commitment  to  pursue  its  claim 
peacefully  as  well  as  the  facts  of  geo- 


Justice  for  all 

From  Mr  Huw  Elwyn  Jones 

Sir,  Mr  Justice  Parker  writes  (article. 
Law,  December  10): 

The  dvil  justice  system  mu«  be  accessible 
to  every  citizen  who  has  need  of  iL 
He  correctly  concludes: 

The  emphasis  these  days  is.  as  it  should  be. 
on  offering  the  pubOc  an  efficient  service  for 
the  resotation  of  dvil  disputes  of  all  kinds  — 
and  one  that  is  available  locally. 

Undoubtedly,  this  is  true  of  the 
“Rolls-Royce"  service  on  offer  to  the 
commereiaJ  litigants  in  the  big  cities. 
At  tfte  other  end  of  the  scale,  justice  to 
the  ordinary  litigant,  particularly  in 
rural  areas,  has  become  increasingly 
.less  accessible  as  a  result  of  the  ruth¬ 
less  drive  towards  administrative  effi¬ 
ciency. 

A  quarter  of  a  century  ago  regular 
county  court  sittings  were  held  in  nine 
(owns  in  north-west  Wales:  Holy- 
had.  UangefnL  Menai  Bridge,  Ban¬ 
gor,  Llandudno.  Caernarfon,  Porth¬ 
madog,  Pwllheli  and  Dolgellau. 
Today  there  are  only  two:  Llangefni 
and  Caernarfon. 

There  are  no  county  court  sittings  in 
the  50  miles  between  Caernarfon  and 
Aberystwyth.  This  is  hardly  “access  to 
justice" 

Yours  faithfully. 

HUW  ELWYN  JONES, 

123  High  Street,  Bangor,  Gwynedd. 
December  16. 


Mr  Johnson  also  says  that  “the 
ANC  has  an  overwhelming  majority" 
in  the  court  This  is  simply  false.  Of 
the  11  members  of  the  court  1  believe 
that  three  or  possibly  four  (not  includ¬ 
ing  the  president)  were  before  their 
appointment  members  or  supporters 
of  the  ANC  but  no  unprejudiced  ob¬ 
server  could  find  in  their  judgments 
any  hint  of  pro-Govenunent  bias. 

Of  the  others,  six  had  been  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  South  Africa  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  Bench  not  by  President 
Mandela  but  by  Mr  de  Klerk  or  his 
predecessors. 

A  less  subservient  court  or  a  more 
independent  president  than  Justice 
Arthur  Chaskalson  would  be  hard  to 
find.  The  court’s  judgment  certifying 
the  Constitution  was  based  on  a  care¬ 
ful  analysis  of  previous  and  present 
powers  of  the  provinces. 

Yours  faithfully, 

SYDNEY  KENTRIDGE, 

Brick  Court  Chambers, 

15/19  Devereux  Court,  WC2. 
December  13. 


graphy  itself  and  the  undesirability  of 
regional  isolation. 

A  first  urgent  humanitarian  step, 
folly  consistent  with  standard  civi¬ 
lised  practices,  is  to  bring  normalcy 
and  dignity  to  the  visits  by  the  Argen¬ 
tine  next-of-kin  to  the  graves  of  sol¬ 
diers  fallen  in  1981  This  issue  was 
very  adequately  highlighted  in  your 
leading  article,  “Thirteen  years  on", 
on  June  6, 1995. 

A  second  natural  stage  won  Id  be  the 
progressive  opening  of  communica¬ 
tions  between  the  islands  and  the  Ar¬ 
gentine  mainland. 

At  this  promising  hour  for  Argen¬ 
tina  and  Britain,  rather  than  rekind¬ 
ling  the  dark  hours  of  1982,  it  looks 
quite  appropriate  to  revive  the  spirit 
which  made  both  countries  such  dose 
friends  in  the  past  and  which  inspired 
a  strong  current  of  mutual  sympathy. 
To  this  Argentina  is  firmly  committed. 

Yours  sincerely. 

ROGELIO  PFIRTER. 

Embassy  of  the  Argentine  Republic. 
65  Brook  Street.  Wl. 

December  10. 


WIrral  waits 

From  Mr  Richard  Penney 

Sir.  Sharing  the  sentiments  expressed 
in  your  third  leader  today  on  foe  lack 
of  representation  for  the  voters  of  Wir- 
ral  South.  1  offer  a  suggestion  for  dis¬ 
couraging  the  cynical,  undemocratic 
unwillingness  of  political  party  man¬ 
agers  to  issue  by-election  writs  if  they 
fear  the  loss  of  foe  seat. 

1  propose  legislation  stating  that 
when  a  parliamentary  seat  becomes 
vacant  because  of  foe  death  or  resig¬ 
nation  of  foe  MP.  a  writ  for  the  by- 
election  must  be  issued  within,  say, 
four  weeks. 

Failure  to  do  so  would  mean  the 
seat  is  automatically  filled  for  foe  rest 
of  foe  life  of  that  parliament  by  foe 
runner-up  candidate  at  the  previous 
election. 

If  the  runner-up  is  unavailable  foe 
seat  then  goes  to  the  candidate  who 
polled  foe  third  most  votes,  and  so 
forth. 

With  miscalculation  by  foe  whips 
and  a  little  luck.  Screaming  Lord 
Sutah  might  yet  liven  up  Westminster 
by  this  route. 

Yours  faithfully. 

RICHARD  PENNEY. 

Barrington  Cottage, 

Longborough. 

Moreron- in-Marsh,  Gloucestershire. 
December  11. 


From  Mr  A.  R.  Marks 

Sir,  As  one  of  a  growing  number  of  foe 
Met  Office's  commercial  customers  I 
would  welcome  independent  verifica¬ 
tion  of  the  forecasts  provided  (report. 
December  9).  We  have  never  been  giv¬ 
en  a  precise  assessment  for  foe  accur¬ 
acy  of  forecasts  given  to  us  under  our 
contract  —  they  daim  in  excess  of  80 
per  cent;  we  calculate  61.7. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  National 
Audit  Office  monitors  Met  Office  per¬ 
formance,  this  does  not  extend  to  the 
accuracy  of  its  forecasts.  The  NAO  re¬ 
port  of  August  1995  said: 

There  has  been  no  indepen  deni  verification 
of  the  Met  Office's  performance  and  there 
is  scope  for  greater  objectivity  in  the  verifi¬ 
cation  of  some  forecasts. 

Incidentally,  the  same  report  ack¬ 
nowledged  foe  Treasury's  calculation 
that  foe  financial  benefit  to  foe  coun¬ 
try  provided  by  foe  Met  Office’s  ser¬ 
vices  was  three  times  its  cost  to  foe 
taxpayer.  One  well-founded  estimate 
put  this  figure  at  20  times  foe  cost,  ie, 
benefits  approaching  £1.5  billion. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  R.  MARKS  (Partner), 

Skyscan  (aerial  photography). 

Oak  House,  Toddington, 

Cheltenham.  Gloucestershire. 
December  II. 


Lincoln  Cathedral 

From  the  Reverend 
Malcolm  A.  Johnson 

Sir.  Much  .sympathy  must  be  felt  for 
the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  who  has  decid¬ 
ed  not  to  preach  in  his  cathedra]  at 
Christmas  (report,  December  17). 
Would  it  not  be  possible  for  him  tem¬ 
porarily  to  move  his  chair,  his  cathed¬ 
ra ,  to  another  large  church  in  the  city 
or  county  so  that  his  people  who  love 
and  respect  him  so  much  could  be 
with  him  and  he  could  be  with  them? 

Yours  sincerely, 

MALCOLM  JOHNSON 
(Master),  The  Royal  Foundation 
of  Saint  Katherine. 

2  Butcher  Row.  E14. 

December  17. 


Swan  Lake  overflowing 

From  Miss  Jane  Pritchard 

Sir,  Tchaikovsky  may  be  rejoicing 

that  Matthew  Bourne’s  unorthodox 

"alternative”  Swan  Like  has  just  pas¬ 
sed  foe  100-performance  mark  (art¬ 
icle,  Arts.  Derember  10).  but  it  still  has 
some  way  to  go  before  it  can  daim  lo 
be  the  longest  run  of  a  single  ballet 
ever  to  play  foe  West  End. 

Opening  on  22  May,  1885,  Luigi 
Manzotti's  three-ad  Excelsior  ran  for 
169  performances  at  Her  Majesty’s 
Theatre,  with  such  principal  dancers 
as  Adelina  Rossi.  Giovanna  Umido. 
Kate  Vaughan  and  Enrico  Gecchetti. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JANE  PRITCHARD  (Archivist). 
Rambert  Dance  Company, 

94  Chiswick  High  Road,  W4. 
December  II. 


The  polly  and  the  ivy 

From  Mr  Brian  Drewitt 

Sir,  While  visiting  a  pet  shop  in  Mac¬ 
clesfield  yesterday.  I  was  exhorted  by 
a  display  card  to  "Treat  yourself  to  a 
parrot  this  Christmas". 

In  foe  light  of  your  report  about  fro¬ 
zen  turkeys  today,  this  might  be  an  of¬ 
fer  worth  faking. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BRIAN  DREWITT. 

Lawrence  Buildings, 

2  Mount  Street.  Manchester. 
December  13.  ; 
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BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  17:  The  Ri  Hon 
John  Major  MP (Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  and  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury)  had  an  audience  of 
The  Queen  this  evening. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Cecil 
Tanner  (Deputy  Lieutenant  of 
Bedfordshire)  was  present  at 
Luton  International  Airport 
this  afternoon  upon  the  Arriv¬ 
al  of  The  President  of  the  State 
of  Eritrea  and  welcomed  His 
Excellency  on  behalf  of  Her 
Majesty. 

The  Lady  Elton  has  succeed¬ 
ed  the  Lady  Susan  Hussey  as 
Lady  in  Waiting  toThe  Queen. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  17:  The  Duke  of 
York  today  undertook  a  series 
of  engagements  as  Colonel-in- 
ChieF,  The  Staffordshire  Regi¬ 
ment  (The  Prince  of  Wales's)  at 
Stonecutters  Island.  Hang 
Kong. 

His  Royal  Highness  this 
morning  took  the  Salute  at  the 
Ferozeshah  Parade. 

The  Duke  of  York  this 
afternoon  visited  Battalion  lo¬ 
cations  at  High  Island. 

His  Royal  Highness  this 
evening  attended  the 
Ferozeshah  Dinner  given  by 
the  Battalion. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  17:  The  Princess 


The  Stoiy  of 
Christmas  1966 

The  Speaker  was  the  principal 
guest  at  the  19th  presentation 
of  The  Story  of  Christmas  at  St 
George's,  Hanover  Square, 
yesterday.  in  aid  of  the  Drags 
in  Schools  Helpline  and  the 
Wessex  Children's  Hospice 
Trust.  The  Lord  Mayor  and 
Lady  Mayoress  of  Westmin¬ 
ster  attended. 

Dame  Judi  Dench,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  The  Story  of  Christmas 
Appeal.  Mr  Robert  Spooner, 
chairman,  and  Lady  (Timo¬ 
thy)  Walker,  administrator, 
received  the  guests.  Among 


Major  and  Mrs  Michael  Henderson. 
Miss  Kate  Beckinsale,  Miss  Jennifer 
Ehle.  Mr  and  Mrs  Ian  HlsJop.  Mrs 
Barbara  Home.  Mr  Afed  Jones,  Mr 
John  Sessions  and  Mr  Timothy 


Retirement 

Judge  Iain  Black.  QC  retired  on 
December  16  from  the  Midland 
and  Oxford  Circuit. 


Royal,  Patron,  College  of  Oc¬ 
cupational  Therapists,  this  af¬ 
ternoon  opened  the  new 
Occupational  Therapy  Re¬ 
source  Centre  at  the  Maudsley 
Hospital,  Denmark  Hill. 
London  SE5. 

CLARENCE  HOUSE 
December  17:  Dame  Frances 
Campbell- Preston  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  the  Hon  Mrs  Rhodes 
as  Lady-in-Waidng  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  The  Queen  Mother. 
ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
December  17:  The  Prince  of 
Wales  this  afternoon  received 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

His  Royal  Highness.  Presi¬ 
dent  the  Bach  Choir,  this 
evening  attended  a  recital  at  St 
James's  Palace. 

YORK  HOUSE 
ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
December  17:  The  Duke  of 
Kent  this  evening  attended  the 
Bach  Choir  Carol  Concert,  in 
the  State  Apartments,  St 
James's  Palace.  London  SWL 
THATCHED  HOUSE 
LODGE. 

RICHMOND  PARK 
December  17:  Princess  Alexan¬ 
dra,  accompanied  by  the  Hon 
Sir  Angus  Ogilvy,  this  evening 
attended  the  Joy  to  the  World 
Christmas  Celebration  at  the 
Royal  Albert  Hall,  London 
SW7. 


Royal  engagement 

Princess  Margaret  as  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Elderly  and  Gentlefolk's  Help, 
will  attend  the  society's  annual 
service  of  thanksgiving  and 
carols  at  St  Michael'S.  Chester 
Square,  at  325. 


Dinner 

Turners' Company 
The  Lord  Mayor  and  the 
Sheriffs  were  the  guests  of 
honour  at  a  dinner  given  by 
the  Master  and  Wardens  of 
the  Turners’  Company  last 
night  at  Apothecaries’  Hall. 
Mr  J.N.  Ciclitira,  Master, 
presided  and  presented  the 
Lord  Mayor  with  a  silver 
embellished  turned  burr-wal¬ 
nut  bowl.  A  guard  of  honour 
was  found  by  the  winning 
team  from  78  Engineer  Regi¬ 
ment  Workshop  REME  (V) 
who  received  the  Turners’ 
Shield  from  the  Master. 
Among  others  present  were: 

The  MmeWarden  of  (he  Fishmongers' 
Company,  the  Masters  or  the 
Innholders'.  Bowyen'.  end  Master 
Mariners'  Companies.  U»e  Masier  of 
ihe  society  of  Apothecaries  of  London, 
the  Master  Cutler  In  Hollamshlre,  the 
Resident  Governor.  HM  Tower  of 
London  and  Major-General  Philip 
Corp.  DmsaorGeneral  Equipment 
Support  (Army). 


This  set  of  wooden  nativity  figures,  on  display  in  a  church  near  Stratford-upon-Avon,  were  curved  by  Jim 
Cooper,  a  53-year-old  building  manager  who  turned  his  hobby  of  wood  carving  into  a  successful  business  after 
he  was  made  redundant  two  years  ago.  He  now  works  from  the  Custard  Factory  arts  complex  in  Birmingham 


Luncheons 

HM  Government 
The  Hon  Nicholas  Soames, 
Minister  of  State  for  the 
Armed  Forces,  was  the  host  at 
a  luncheon  given  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  yester¬ 
day  at  Lancaster  House  for 
the  First  Deputy  Minister  for 
National  Defence  of  Poland. 
American  Chamber  of 
Commerce  (UK) 

Sir  Brian  Goswell,  President 
of  the  American  Chamber  of 
Commerce  (UK)  presided  at  a 
Christmas  luncheon  held  yes¬ 
terday  at  the  InterContinental 
Hotel. 


Church  news 

Appointments 

Hie  Rev  Robert  Pest  ell.  Assistant 
Curare.  Sr  Katharine*.  Matson:  to 
be  Priesi-in-charge.  Charfidd 
(Gloucester). 

The  Rev  Eric  Pollard,  formerly 
Curate.  Si  Swirhun.  East 
Grinstead:  now  Assistant  Curate. 
All  Saints.  Hove  (Chichester). 

The  Rev  Jeanette  Power.  Assistant 
Curate  (NSM).  St  Nicholas. 
Wickham:  to  be  Assistant  Curate 
(NSM).  St  Cuihbert  Copnor 
(Portsmouth). 

The  Rev  Nick  Ralph.  Assistant 
Curare.  St  Cuthbert.  Copnon  to  be 
Vicar,  new  plurality  of  Easroke.  St 
Andrew  w  North  Hayling,  Si  Peter 
(Portsmouth). 

The  Rev  Michael  Slone:  now 
Assistant  Curate.  Chichester  Team 
Ministry  (Chichester). 

The  Rev  Fred  Trethewey.  Vicar. 
Brockmnon  to  be  also  Rural  Dean 
of  Himley  (Worcester)- 


Romans  come  out 
of  the  woodwork 

By  Norman  Hammond,  archaeology  correspondent 


THE  oldest  Roman  structure  yet 
found  in  London  has  been  discov¬ 
ered  close  to  London  Bridge.  Dated 
by  tree  rings  to  AD  52.  only  nine 
years  after  the  .Roman  conquest  it 
marks  the  beginning  of  the  City 
waterfront  as  a  place  of  trade. 

The  discovery  was  made  during 
redevelopment  of  the  Regis  House 
site,  just  upstream  from  the  bridge 
and  flanking  the  main  Roman 
road  south  Grom  the  Forum  across 
the  Thames.  A  revetment  was  built 
on  the  foreshore  with  timber  piles 
and  planks,  straightening  out  the 
irregular  tank  and  providing  a 
solid  foundation  for  development 
beside  the  bridge. 

"Several  timbers  have  been 
dated  . '  by  dendrochronological 
analysis  to  AD  52.  which  means 
that  this  is  the  earliest  securely- 
dated  structure  in  Londan."Trevor 
Brigham  and  his  colleagues  report 
in  London  Archaeologist.  "The 
west  end  of  the  revetment  contains 
reused  timbers,  including  two 
printed  palisade  or  fence  posts, 
which  should  take  the  earliest 
activity  several  years  doser  to  the 
Roman  Conquest*. 

A  slightly  later  quay  buiH  on  the 
same  site  has  been  dated  io  AD  63 
by  its  tree  rings:  the  trees  were 
felled  m  the  winter  or  spring.  “It  is 
now  dear  that  reconstruction  of 
London  after  the  Boadicean 
destruction  of  AD  60  began  almost 
immediately.*  the  excavators  say. 

The  revolt  of  Boadioea  took 
place  after  she  and  her  family  were 


humiliated  by  the  Romans:  her 
Icmi  army  swept  south  from 
Norfolk  and  burnt  both 
Camulodunum  (Colchester)  and 
London  before  their  defeat.  The 
new  quay  was  solidly  built  of 
squared  oak  baulks,  carefully 
linked  by  notch-and-tenon  joints; 
some  of  the  timbers  still  had  felling 
cuts  and  lifting  notches  visible. 

The  material  used  to  fill  in  the 
quay  behind  this  limber  frontage 
has  mated  the  archaeologists,  who 
describe  ft  as  “a  kurge  potential 
resource  of  artefacts  from  the  first 
15  years  of  Roman  settlement". 
Among  the  finds  have  beat  coins,  a 
section  of  Roman  armour,  and  a 
leather  bag  containing  seeds  of 
cannabis. 

A  large  fragment  of  limestone 
hum  near  Oxford,  far  up  the 
Thames,  may  be  part  of  a  column 
horn  a  monumental  building  oT 
the  early  Roman  period,  perhaps 
one  destroyed  by  Boadkea's 
troops.  Part  of  a  massive  masonry 
building  was  found  on  the  west 
edge  of  the  site,  but  only  the  east 
wall  was  exposed. 

A  set  of  warehouses  was  built 
during  Nero's  reign  on  the  quay¬ 
side.  each  hay  being  around  33  by 
14  feet.  They  were  later  demol¬ 
ished.  to  be  rebuilt  in  mud-brick, 
perhaps  because  the  ground  was 
unstable.  The  mud-brtek  walls,  a 
rare  survivaL  stand  nearly  3ft  high 
in  places. 

Source  London  Archaeologist  Vol. 
8  No.  2: 31-38. 


Birthdays  today 

Field  Marshal  Lord  Bramall,  KG, 
73;  Miss  Frances  Crook,  director, 
Howard  League  for  Penal  Reform, 
44:  Mr  David  Cross) and,  chair¬ 
man.  Airtouis.  50;  Lieutenant- 
Commander  LE.  Fraser,  VC.  76; 
Mr  Christopher  Fry.  dramatist,  89; 
Pamela  Lady  Harlech,  62;  Profes¬ 
sor  MJ.  Harrison,  VioeChan- 
cdlor.  Wolverhampton  University, 
55;  Miss  Rosemary  Leach,  actress. 
61;  Sir  Geoffrey  Lofthouse.  MP.  71; 
Lord  Mertyn-Rees,  76;  Mr  J.C.S. 
Mott,  civil  engineer,  70:  Mr  Albert 
Pacey,  director-general.  National 
Criminal  Intelligence  Service.  58; 
Miss  Annette  Page,  ballerina.  64: 
Dr  Joyce  Reynolds.  FBA.  Roman 
historian.  78;  Mr  Keith  Richard. 
Rolling  Stones'  guitarist,  53;  Lord 
Roberts  of  Woldfttgham.  86;  Miss 
Arantxa  Sanchez  Vicario,  tennis 
player.  25;  the  Earl  or  Shrewsbury. 
44:  Mr  Steven  Spielberg.  Elm 
maker,  49:  Mr  Joe  Wade,  trade 
unionist,  77;  the  Right  Rev  R.K. 
Williamson.  Bishop  of  Southwark. 
64:  Mr  W.H.  Yates,  former  senior 
partner.  Knight  Frank  and  Rutfey. 
61. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  Charles  Wesley, 
preacher  and  hymn  writer. 
Epworth.  Lincolnshire.  1707;  Jo¬ 
seph  Grimaldi,  down.  London. 
1779;  Paul  Klee,  painter.  Berne, 
1879;  Betty  Grable.  actress,  St 
Louis,  Missouri.  1916;  Prince  WD- 
Idm  of  Gloucester,  Barnet.  1941. 
DEATHS:  Antonin  Stradivari,  vi¬ 
olin  maker.  Cremona.  Italy.  1737; 
Sir  John  Aloock.  aviator,  killed  in 
an  air  crash,  Gon£ward.  France, 
1919;  Robert  Tyre  (Bobby)  Jones, 
golfer.  Atlanta.  Georgia.  1971. 


Mr  N-K.Uendis 

and  MissAJ.  May  • 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Nikdaos.  eider  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  C.N.  Bauds,  ri  Athens, 
and  Amanda,  elder  daintier  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Peter  J.  May,  of 
Gosfonb.  Newcastle  oponiyne. 
MrSABirir 
and  Miss  C  Reader 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Simon,  elder  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Godfrey  Brew,  of  Bur¬ 
bage.  Wiltshire,  and  Clare,  youn¬ 
ger  daughter  ri  Mr  John  Reader, 
of  Hand  Hempstead,  Hertford¬ 
shire.  and  Mrs  Della  Reader,  of  St 
Albans,  Hertfordshire. 

Mr  ILM.  Broad 
and  Mias  AXLB.  Waddell 
.  The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Rupert,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Robin  Broad,  ri  Malvern 
Wells.  Worcestershire,  and  Alexa. 
daughter  of  Colonel  and  Mis 
David  WadddL  of  Chelsea, 
London. 

Captain  H.MA  Cummins 
and  Miss  V.EJWE.  Craster 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Captain  Henry  Cum¬ 
mins,  The  Royal  Scots  Dragoon 
Guards  (Carabiniere  and  Greys), 
elder  son  of  Mr  Michael  Cum¬ 
mins.  of  Westminster,  and  of  Mrs 
Mary  Cummins,  of  Niamey, 
Somerset,  and.  Victoria,  elder, 
daughter  of  Colonel  and  Mrs 
Michael  Craster,  of  Craster. 
Northumberland. 

Mr  G-B-4.  Cmanniiic 

and  Miss  D.L.  Sanders 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  George,  younger  son  of 
Mr  Michael  Cummins,  of  West¬ 
minster.  and  of  Mr  Mary  Cum¬ 
mins.  of  Nurmey,  Somerset  and 
Lee.  eldest  daughter  of  Mr  J.O. 
Sanders,  of  Covington.  Louisiana, 
and  of  Drand  Mrs  Jimmy  Mains, 
ri  New  Orleans. 

Mr  A.  Hodson 
and  Miss  J.  JtmbtDd-Barsby 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Andrew,  eldest  sot  of  Mr 
Christopher  Hodson.  recently  of 
Twickenham,  now  at  Tysoe  and 
the  late  Suzanne  Hodson,  and 
Juliette,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mis  Paul  Rmland-Barsby.  of 
Hertmgfbrdbuiy. 

Mr  P.M.  Ridge 
and  MissJ.  Clowes 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Plulip,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Peter  Ridge,  of  Chandlers  Ford. 
Hampshire,  and  Joanna,  daughter 
of  Mr  Tbny  Clowes,  ri  Over 
Alderley.  Cheshire,  and  Mrs 
David  Quayle.  of  Winchester. 
Hampshire. 

Mr  AJM.E.  Robinson 
and  Miss  CJ.L  Brown 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Mark,  son  ri  Colonel 
Nigri  Robinson,  of  Richmond, 
Surrey,  and  Mrs  Patricia  Robin¬ 
son.  of  Oflchureh,  Warwickshire, 
and  Louise,  eldest  daughter  ri  Mr 
and  Mrs  David  Brown.  ofTetbury. 
Gloucestershire. 


Latest  wills 

The  Hon  Amschel  Rothschild,  of 
Rushbrooke.  Bray  Sr.  Edmunds. 
Suffolk,  left  estate  valued  at 
£18542.935  net.  He  left  his  estate 
mostly  to  relatives. 

Thomas  Richard  Horsugtoa,  of 
Nether  Gone.  Dorchester.  Dorset, 


Mr  B.W.  Dreyer 
and  Miss  CE-  MiHpn  Lakofeti i 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Ben,  son  of  CaP“u1 
Mis  Jeremy  Dreyer .  of  Droxford. 
Hampshire,  and  Cathy,  daughter 
of  Mr  Richard  Lakofeki,  of  Halley 
St  George,  Bedfordshire,  and  Mbs 
Cesa  Mn  ton.  of  Highgwe.  London. 
Mr  M-O,  Gray 
and  Miss  CJL  Dafter 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Michael  only  son  of  Mr 
and  Mis  Pari  Gray,  of 
Hfldenborough.  Tonbridge.  Kent, 
and  Claire,  younger  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Ray  Dafter.  ri 
Pimlico.  London. 

MrCJ.  Hutchinson 
and  Miss  AJV4.S.  Cookson 
-The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Christopher,  second  son 
of  Mr  Michael  and  Dr  Ann 
Hutchinson,  of  Welshpool  PDwys, 
and  Alexandra,  younger  daughter 
of  Dr  and  Mrs  Gregory  Cookson. 
of  Wisbech.  Cambridgeshire. 

Mr  B.G  Miles 

and  Miss  E.C.  Raymond 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Ben.  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Peter  Miles,  ri  Bath,  and  Emily, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Gary 
Raymond,  ri  St  Peter's  Square. 
London. 

Mr  M.  Scribbling 
and  Miss  S.  Danes  jc 

The  engagement  is  announcA 
between  Martin,  elder  sot  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Dudley  S fribbling,  of 
Stamford.  Lincolnshire,  and 
Sophie,  only  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Alban  Davies,  of  Liphaok. 
Hampshire. 

The  Rev  Dr  J.T.  Thomas 
and  Dr  RM.  Rees 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  John  Thomas,  ri  South 
Cemey.  Gloucestershire,  and  Ruth 
Rees,  of  St  Ebbe'S.  Oxford. 

Marriages 

Mr  G  Shaw 

and  Lady  Maiy  Gagne  Curaon 
The  marriage  took  place  quiedy  in 
Winchester  yesterday  between  Mr 
Christopher  Shaw  and  Lady  Maty 
Gaye  Curaon.  There  will  be  a 
reception  at  Hinton  Ampner  on 
Monday.  December  23. 

Mr  M.R.C.  Swallow 
and  Mias  S-LJ.  Thomson 
The  marriage  took  place  an  Sat¬ 
urday,  Deooaber  14.  at  die  Temple 
Church,  between  Mr  Marie  Swal¬ 
low.  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Charles 
Swallow,  and  Miss  Sarah  Thom¬ 
son.  eldest  daughter  ri  the  late 
Ijeutenanr  Coland  Derek  Thom¬ 
son,  QBE.  and  of  Mrs  Derek 
Inman  and  stepdaughter  ri  Judge 
Dade  Inman.  Cation  Robinsor. 
Master  of  the  Temple.  officiated^ 
The  bride  was  given  in  marriage 
by  her  stepfather  and  attended  by 
Tilly  Cooper.  Redmond  and  Alice 
Stevens.  Mr  David  Prout  was  best 
man. 

The  reception  was  held  in  the 
Middle  Temple  HalL 


left  estate  valued  at  El .501,745  net 
Henry  Dflxfen.  of  The  Empire, 
Bath,  left  estate  valued  at 
£[.106*99  net. 

Percy  Charles  Gray,  of  Cam¬ 
bridge.  left  estate  valued  at 
ELZ75.4Q3  neL 

He  left  C500  io  church  of  Si  John  the 
Evangelist.  Cambridge. 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


That  thedaad  am  raised  U>  Ufa 
again  is  shown  by  Mow  tn 
the  «ozy  of  the  homing 
hush,  when  ha  calls  the  Una 
’the  God  of  Abraham,  the 
God  of  Isaac,  the  God  of 
Jacob’.  Coke  20  ;37 


BIRTHS 


CEDCMIGRG  -  On  December 
12  th  at  the  Portland 
3a spiral,  to  Charlotte 
TsliqrUt  and  Kenneth,  a 
lovely  daughter  Tara 
Victoria  Esmeralda. 

□ESaTOE- On  14  th  December; 
to  Fenetta  (Nfe  Salt)  and 
Nicholas,  a  daughter,  Darina 
Mary  Valentina 

GRUSSINQ  -  On  December 
16th  at  the  Portland 
Hospital,  to  Kate  and  Jon  a 
fettntUnldasgUttChuMla 
Alice.  A  sister  for  Alexandra. 

Harry  -  On  12th  December 
1996,  to  Penelope  f oJ< 
Andrews)  and  ChartW.  •  son. 

Will  farm 

KNOCKS!  -  On  December  1 2th, 
to  AUsora  (nee  MarsTiiTt)  and 
William,  a  eon,  Frederick 
William  Robert,  a  brother  for 
Olivia  and  Xotdsa. 

MACDONALD  -  On  December 
14th,  to  Joliet  and  Charles,  a 
Km,  John. 

PATTESON  -  On  December  9th, 
to  Joanna  (nde  Crawford) 
a so  link,  a  daughter.  Anna 
Frances,  a  sister  far  Gbaxtta. 

ROOM  -  On  December  13th  at 
the  Portland  Hospital  to 
Adtteh  and  David  a  son, 
Keyhaan  tmad  Alexander. 

WATSON  -  On  12th  December 
1996,  to  Belinda  and 
Charles,  a  daughter. 

WELD  -  On  December  12th,  to 
Geoigtna  and  Charles,  twins, 
BBo  and  Thomas. 

WESTON  -  Simon  and  Valerie 
Cn6e  Bound)  on  13ih 
December,  a  daughter, 
Florence  India. 


DEATHS 


AGSHAHI  -  at  Hit  on 
nwmhrr  13th  Major  Tom 
Bagrimwe  of  Utenahm  Ball 
and  formerly  of  Oakes  Park, 
Sheffield  8.  Dearly  mad  by 
all  his  family.  Funeral 
Thursday  December  19th. 
Service  and  cremation  ax 
Owstcrflelil  Crematorium  at 
230pm.  Enquiries  McOar  A 
Smith  F/D  tab  <01298) 
77703. 


on  the  14th 


IWi 


DEATHS 


BFNW.1I  -  On  16th  December 
1991^  peacefully  in  hospital 
la  Johor  Bahru,  Malaysia 
after  a  long  and  couaBrnn 
Hght  against  Cancer,  Boy 
Gdssell  Barmen  CMC,  TD. 
Much  loved  brother  of  Chum 
(Math)  and  sadly  mis  sad  by 
his  many  friends  In 
Malaysia,  Singapore  and  tbs 
United  Kingdom.  Funeral 
Service  at  St  George’s 
Church,  Mtaden  Boad, 
Singapore,  248816  on  19th 
December  1996  at  1030am. 
Memorial  Service  In  England 
in  the  New  Tear  to  be 


SEVAN  -  Beryl  Inch,  passed 
stray  on  I6tb  December 
1996.  at  Clinton  House  NJL 
St  Austen,  aged  9a  Much 
loved  mother  of  EUsabecb 
and  Nicholas  and  mother-in- 
law  of  BOl  and  Delrdxe.  very 
proud  granny  of  Mark, 
Andrew,  Emma,  Simon, 
Henrietta  and  Sophia  and 
great  granny  of  nine. 
Cremation  at  The  Truro 
Crematorium,  on  Monday 
23rd  December  at  1120m 
Family  flowers  only, 
doaatlcms  If  drrired  to  The 
Salvation  Army  c/o  Ken 
Newcombs  Funeral  Home, 
Bucklers  Lane,  Hdbnbosh,  St 
AustelL 


BOOTH  -  Anthony  Edmund 
FJLCS.  on  December  13th 
1996,  former  Consultant 
Neurological  Surgeon  at 
Whlsgmvo  Hospital.  Dearly 
loved  husband  of  Jan  and  a 
dear  father,  step  father  and 
grandfather.  Funeral  eerrlce 
at  the  Mid-Warwickshire 
Crematorium,  Oakley  Wood 
on  Friday  December  20th  at 
330pm.  Family  flower*  only 
hot  donation  U  desired  may 
he  cent  to  Headway. 
National  Head  Injuries 
Association,  c/o  W  G 
Rath  Pone  Funeral  Directors. 
30  Clarendon  Avenue. 
Lemnrington  Spa. 


BOOTWII  -  Erica  Margaret,  at 
home  in  Tfgont,  Kenya,  am 
the  17th  December  after  a 
long  and  difficult  Illness 
borne  with  courage  and 
humour.  Loved  and  admired 
mother  of  Peter,  Timothy, 
Pauline  end  Lindsay  and 
grandmother  of  Then, 
Frederica,  Phoebe  and 
Matthew.  Private  Requlm 
Maas  on  bar  birthday  and 
Huwmihl  Service  on  Friday 
3rd  January  1997  at  St. 
Faurs  Manastry.  Hgonl  at 
SjOOpm. 


BROOKE  -  E»»  Vote, 
peacefully  at  home,  on  16th 
December,  after  a  short 
illness,  aged  106.  Widow  of 
the  late  Major  Bass  Brooks 
and  the  only  child  of  the  late 
Sir  Charles  and  Lady 
Gunning.  Much  loved 
mother,  grandmother  and 
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Service  on  Friday  20 
December  at  2pm  at 
Geldeston  Church.  Family 
flowers  only  please. 
Donations  If  desired  to 
Harvey  Bros  F/D,  Clients 
Charity  Account.  Kirby  Cane, 
Bungay,  NS35  2FF  to  be 
shared  amongst  Jane's 
favourite  fhsririst 

DOBBIN  -  (Newcastle  Upon 
Tyne).  Suddenly  on  16th 
December  1996  aged  81 
years.  Non,  dearly  loved 
wife  of  the  late  Robert 
Dobbin,  perfect  mother  to 
David  Dobbin  and  Julia 
Lowrie  and  adored 
gnndnotlMr  of 
Liam,  Oliver,  Fiona  atm 
Rosanna.  Her  mdiance,  wit 
and  exuberance  will  always 
be  remembered.  Funeral 
service  at  St.  George’s 
Church,  /amend  Newcastle 
at  11JS  am  on  Monday  23rd 
December  followed  by 
family  service  at  Tbe 
Crematorium.  Flo  were  If 
desbed  may  be  sent  to  John 
Bardgctt  and  Sons,  571 
West  gale  Road,  Newcastle 
Upon  Tyne. 

PY1H-  Leonard  Frank  (Binary) 
aged  95  on  17th  December 
1996  at  Knowla  Park 
Nursing  Home,  Cxanlaigh. 
peace  felly  after  a  long 
Illness.  Dearly  loved 
husband  of  Doreen,  and 
loving  father  of  Angela. 
Cremation  at  Guildford 
Crematorium,  11.30  am, 
Monday  23rd  December. 
Family  flowers  only, 
donations  if  dashed  to  BEN 
(Merer  Trades  Benevolent 
Fond)  c/o  Ayling  Funeral 
Services.  27  South  Road, 
GuDdfOld.  01483  567333. 

ETHEHV0N  -  Joharme  Pacriea 
on  8th  naremher  1996  In 
The  Sussex  Nuffield 
Hospital  after  an  illness. 
Wife  of  the  late  Ralph 
Humphrey  Ethenon  Ilf.  of 
Gieeutraec  5am.  Balcotahe 
Forest.  Mach  loved  mother 
of  Philip  and  hater  and 
grandmother  of  Melanie  and 
a  friend  of  France  with  the 
Free  french.  Bequlm  Mass  at 
2.00pm  at  Si.  Leonards 
Church,  Tuners  Hill  on 
Thursday  19th  December 
1996. 

FOX  -  John,  suddenly  on  13th 
December,  much  loved 
husband  and  friend  of 
Helen.  Private  cremation. 
Family  flowers  only,  but 
donations  If  desired  for 
Great  Ormond  Street 
Hospital,  nay  he  sent  efo 
Selim  Smith  k  Co.,  74 
Prestlmiy  Boad,  Cheltenham. 

GOHDOH  -  Margaret  Maty  (trie 
Hawkings)  peacefully  at 
woodcMc  Grove  House  oa 
16th  Dnoiabet  In  her  101st 
roar.  HHow  of  LT.  Gordon 
MBS.  Greatly  loved  mother 
«u*d  grandmother.  Funeral  at 
St  Pnnl’s  Church, 
Wn  HI  Ingham  at  1pm  an  23rd 
December.  Family  flowers 
only.  Donations  if  darirod  to 
friends  of  the  Elderly.  42 
Ebnry  Street  louden,  SW1W 


HAYNE  -  J-E-O.  (Jack)  Of 


BEES-JOfteS  -  Stephen  died 
peacefully  on  17th 
December  at  Lewes,  Soseex. 
aged  87  years.  Emeritus 
professor  at  Courtauld 
Institute,  London,  much 
loved  father  to  Stephen  and 
Gwilym,  and  brother  of 
Laura.  Funeral  private. 


Service  at  Haycombe 
Crematorium,  White  way. 


21st  at  12  noon.  Family 
flnww  only,  donations  to 

The  BLSJPJB.  Enquiries  to  T. 

WWfcs  and  Son.  Tht  (01749) 
673377. 


RmNttfcns  Rugby  97 
PMogton  Capital 
Lad  at  fa  Dnca,  Rtantance, 
lira  Toner.  Nfa  Stater. 
Photon,  Srigon,  Sun*  tec. 
A1  cA:  acc.  prat  defray. 


■be  always  wished. 

Both,  devoted  wife  of 
Howe,  beloved  sister  of  Joy 
Latton.  and  aunt  to  Philip. 
Roger  and  Mary.  Funeral 
Service  at  Goidars  Green 
Omsrnhm  (West  Chi 
Hoop  Lane,  London  TfWl 
3.30  pm  oa  Friday  20th 
December.  Family  flowers 
only,  bat  tn 

In  favour  of  either  Anmesiy 
International  or  The 
HLSPjCA  c/d  A  France  ft  Son, 
45  iamb's  Canftdt  Street, 
London  WCltt  3NH.  ieh 
(0171)  4QS-4901. 

JOHNSON  -  Walter  J.  of 
Bronzvffle,  New  fork  aty  an 
December  15th  1996. 
Husband  of  the  lata  Thakla 
E.  Johnson,  father  of 
Marianna  Crolkshank. 
Herbert  H  Johnson  and 
Marjorie  J  Hewatt. 
grandfather  of  nine;  great 

prmrtfathr  of  tfa  HtSXJthl 

service  at  The  Tillage 
Irtitlmw  Qmd^  Bronirine 
on  Wednesday  December 
18th  at  10am. 

KNAPP  •  (Nec  de-Sahs)  Sachel 
Penelope,  peacefully  oa 
December  14th,  aged  88 
years.  Losing  widow  of  the 
fan  Bay.  Ghattet  Knapp,  of 
LydUnch  and  Hampton,  the 
beloved  mother  of  Mary.  Es*. 
Adeem.  John  and  Jana,  and 

acting  grandmother  of  many. 

The  Funeral  Service  and 
mmarioti  srfD  take  place  at 
Otaftcnham  Crematorium  on 
Monday  6th  January,  at  2pm. 
Dunationi  a  dasliad  to  the 
Royal  British  Legion,  or 
(towns  maybe  seat  (o  Salim 
Smith  ft  Co,  74  Fiaetbuzy 
Boad,  Cheltenham.  Tel: 
(01242)  625383. 


Uthbow  -  Dens  on  Tuesday 
17th  December  at  home  aged 
73.  Hnsbund  of  Jam,  father 
of  Mark  and  Andrew, 
grandfather  of  Bobert, 
Oliver,  Joebna,  Stella  and 
Anna. 

MAflmN  -  Jennifer  CoQoryan. 
an  Mth  December,  after  a 
courageous  fight  against 
Cancer,  died  aged  56  years 
“Celloryan"  Marine 
photography.  Beloved 
daughter  of  Maureen  and 
Bill  Bltehle,  and  adored 
mcahar  of  Joanna,  Alistair 
and  Zona.  She  devoted  her 
life  to  “pi  tinting  bapjdoees 
and  goodwill  to  ail  around 
her.  Funeral  private. 
Memorial  Service  at  St 
Mary's  Buinhant-on- 

Croufti.  12pm  Saturday  21st 
December.  All  mends 
welcome  at  St  Mary's  and 
afterwards  at  The  Soya! 
Corinthian  Yacht  Club. 
Donations  If  desbud  to  Tha 
Farllegh  Community  Fund 
(for  the  MacMillan  Nurses). 
2Kg|  ffaw^ London  Road. 

MILLS  It -STIRLING  -  Georg# 
Hubert,  husband  of 
Margaret  and  father  of 
Georgina  and  Diana,  died  on 
the  13th  December  1996. 
Funeral  has  taken  place  la 
Cape  Town. 


WABSHAW  -  Auftrty  Cyril  On 
December  14th  peacefully 
after  a  long  mooes,  aged  77. 
Much  loved  husbud  of 
Mmy,  father  of  Jammy  and 
jane,  and  grandfather  of 
Matthew,  Charlie  and 
Timothy.  HM  body  has  bean 
bequeathed  for  tbe  benefit 
of  medical  education  and 
rasaarch.  There  wffi  be  a 
memorial  edetmkin  of 
life  to  be  hold  at  13  am  on 
Monday,  December  23rd  at 
The  Roehaaptob  Club, 
loahampcou  Lana,  London 
SWI6.  No  ftowent  plena# 

nriueOT  .  Tony  I4th 
December  wan  seoatved  Into 
the  presence  of  his  Lord, 
■cloved  busband  of  Eve  and 

.  father  and  grandfather. 
Funeral  at  SL  Nicholas, 
Scvuaoato.  23rd  December 
at  11.00am.  Thanksgiving 
service  early  199/. 
Donations  to  ifBGST,  c/o 
Ovezsaas  Council.  49  htmi 
Sneet,  Thcrabury,  BS12  2AR. 
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Obituaries 


QUENTIN  BELL 


Qocntin  BeU,  artist  and 
author,  died  on 
Det*mber  W  aged  86.  He 
was  born  on  August  19, 
1910. 


The  second  son  of  Give 
and  Vanessa  Bell, 
Quentin  Bell  was 
bom  into  the  heart  of 
the  Bloomsbury  Group.  In  the 
year  of  his  birth  Roger  Fry,  his 
mother’s  intimate  friend,  was- 
championing  the  first  Post- 
Impressionist  exhibition. 
Raised  among  painters,  critics 
and  writers  —  his  mother  was 
the  sister  of  Virginia  Woolf  — 
Bell  assumed  from  an  early 
age  that  he.  too,  would  be  an 
artist. 

Quentin  Claudian  Stephen 
Bell  was  brought  up  in  Gor¬ 
don  Square  in  Bloomsbury 
and  in  Sussex.  In  1916  Vanessa 
Bell  took  a  lease  an  Charleston 
Farmhouse,  near  Firle.  Al  first 
it  was  used  for  family  holidays 
but  later  it  became  a  perma¬ 
nent  home. 

At  Charleston  she  estab¬ 
lished  a  stable,  if  unorthodox, 
household,  shared  with  fellow- 
painter  Duncan  Grant  (the 
father  of  Bell's  sister  Angelica) 
and,  at  different  times,  other 
members  of  the  Bloomsbury 
Group  and  Grant's  homosex¬ 
ual  lovers.  With  his  elder 
brother.  Bell  as  a  child  pro¬ 
duced  a  family  newspaper,  the 
Charleston  Bulletin,  which 
charted  domestic  events;  Vir¬ 
ginia  Woolf  contributed. 

He  was  educated  at  Peter¬ 
borough  Lodge,  a  preparatory 
school  at  Swiss  Cottage,  to 
which  he  went  as  a  day  boy 
from  46  Gordon  Square,  and 
at  the  Quakers'  Leighton  Park, 
after  which  he  studied  paint¬ 
ing  in  Paris  and  Rome. 

By  the  early  1930s  he  was  an 
active  Labour  supporter  and 
an  equally  active  disrupter  of 
Fascist  rallies,  in  which  he  was 
aided  by  his  considerable 
height  and  bulk.  His  aunt 
Virginia  described  him  as  a 
young  man  as  being  “very 
burly  and  male",  and  like  a 
red  and  white  sheep  dog.  She 
thought  he  had  "all  Nessa’s 
sense,  and  Clive’s  shrewd¬ 
ness".  His  eyes  were  very  blue, 
and  his  red-gold  hair,  accord¬ 
ing  to  an  elderly  Duckworth 
relation,  like  “a  bed  of  Zin- . 
nias"  (In  his  old  age,  less  burly 
and  with  a  full  white  beard,  he 
looked  like  a  clever,  kindly 
Father  Christinas.) 

In  1933  Bell  suffered  from  a 
tubercular  infection  which  ne-  . 
cessitated  a  convalescence  in 
Switzerland.  On  his  return  he 
studied  pottery  with  T.  A. 
Fennemore  at  Stoke-on-Trent 
and  had  a  kiln  built  in  the 


pumphouse  at  Charleston.  Po¬ 
litically,  he  ishared  Fenne- 
more’S  support  for  industrial 
an  —  Vannessa,  Duncan  and 
wen  the  young  Angelica  con¬ 
tributed  to  Fennemore’S  series 
of  artist-designed  tablewares 
for  Foley  China  —  but  he 
returned  ultimately  to  the  BeR- 
Grant  celebration  of  the  hand¬ 
made.  He  threw  shapes  for 
decoration  by  Ins  mother  and 
Duncan,  and.  in  later  years 
could  not  always  distinguish 
between  their  hands  and  his 
own. 

Bell  then  divided  his  consid¬ 
erable  energies  between  paint¬ 
ing,  potting  and  politics.  In 
1930  he  had  exhibited  in  a 
mixed  show  at  the  Mansard 
Gallery  on  the  top  floor  of 
HeaJ’s  in  Tottenham  Court 
Road,  and  had  an  exhibition  of 
collages  in  Cork  Street  in  19351 

He  designed  posters  appeal¬ 
ing  for  medical  aid  for  Spain 
during  the  Civil  War,  and  with 
his  mother  visited  Picasso  in 
his  Paris  studio  —  where  they 
saw  the  as  yet  unfinished 
masterpiece  Guernica  —  to 
invite  him  to  London  to  appeal 
for  aid  few  the  children  of 
Bilbao.  Bell's  elder  brother 
Julian  was  killed  in  Spain 
working  for  the  ambulance 
service  on  the  Republican  side. 

Bell,  unlike  many  of  the 
members  of  Old  Bloomsbury, 
was  not  a  conscientious  objec¬ 
tor.  He  was  rejected  by  the 
Army  chi  account  of  his  history 
of  tuberculosis.  During  the 
Second  World  War  he  worked 
as  a  farm  labourer  for  May¬ 
nard  Keynes  at  Tilton.  From 
1941  to  1943  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Political  Warfare 
Executive. 

The  life-sized  effigy  of  Hitler 
burnt  on  Firle  Beacon  at  the 
end  of  the  war  was  his 
handiwork.  Also  (hiring  the 
war  he  collaborated  with 
Vanessa  Bell,  Duncan  Grant 
and  his  sister  Angelica  on  the 
decoration  of  Berwick  church, 
two  miles  from  Charleston. 
His  contributions  were  the  six 
small  panels  representing  the 
sacraments  on  the  inside  of  the 
chancel  screen,  and  The  Wise 
and  Foolish  Virgins  over  the 
chancel  arch;  later,  he  did 
some  murals ;  and  the 
aharpiecre 

In  IWTBell  published  his 
first  bode.  On  Human  Finery, 
about  fashion  ,  in  dress  —  a 
subject  that  was  to  be  extended 
into  a  lifelong  consideration  of 
changing  tastes  and  fluctuat¬ 
ing  reputations.inarL. 

In  1951  he  published  These 
impossible-  -  English  - .  (with. 
Helmut  -  Gemshrim).  and 
married .  Anne  Qliyier  Pop- 
ham.  The  following  year  he 


became  a  lecturer  in  Art 
Education  at  King^s  College, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  where 
Lawrence  Gowing  was  then 
Professor  of  Fine  Art 
In  spite  of  having  had  no 
academic  training  himself. 
Bell  moved  on  to  university 
posts  of  increasing  illustrious¬ 
ness.  He  was  Professor  of  Fine 
Art  al  the  University  of  Leeds, 
1962-67:  Slade  Professor  of 
Fine  Art  at  Oxford.  1964-65; 
and  Ferens  Professor  of  Fine 


Art  at  the  University  of  Hull, 
1965-66.  In  1967  he  moved 
bade  to  his  home  territory  as 
Professor  of  the  History  and 
Theory  of  Art  at  Sussex  Univ¬ 
ersity,  a  jpost  he  held  for  ten 
years,  living  with  his  family  at 
Codie  Place,  Beddingham. 
When  Cobbe  place  finally 
became  impracticable,  the 
Bells  moved  to  their  last  home, 
in  Firle  village. 

The  last  major  show  of  his 
own  work  was  in  1986.  He 
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RUBY  MURRAY 


never  stopped  painting,  pot¬ 
ting  and  writing.  He  pub¬ 
lished  Roger  Montane  in  1961: 
The  Schools  of  Design  and 
Ruslrin.  both  in  1963;  \Tctori- 
an  Artists  {1967);  Bloomsbury 
(1968);  A  New  and  Noble 
School  (1982);  Techniques  of 
Terracotta  (1983). 

His  novel  The  Brandon 
Papers  typified  his  humour 
and  versatility,  ft  starts  with 
an  inquiry  into  the  death  of  a 
titled  lady  and  develops  into  a 
full-blooded  Gothic  melo¬ 
drama. 

Just  before  the  Second 
World  War,  during  an  evening 
of  amateur  dramatics  at  Char¬ 
leston,  the  young  Quentin  Bell 
dressed  up  in  a  frock,  fur  coat 
and  lipstick,  to  act  the  part  of  a 
guide  showing  a  party  of 
American  and  French  ladies 
round  the  house  in  the  year 
2036.  The  cult  of  Charleston 
did  not  take  so  long  to  estab¬ 
lish  itself  as  that.  The  Charles¬ 
ton  Trust,  of  which  he  was  the 
first  chairman,  opened  the 
house  to  the  public  in  19S6. 

Living  all  his  life  under  the 
shadow  of  Bloomsbury.  Bell 
was  the  curator,  and  to  some 
sclent  the  creator,  of  its  grow¬ 
ing  legend.  At  Leonard  ! 
Woolfs  request  he  undertook 
the  biography  of  Virginia 
Woolf  —  no  easy  task  for  a 
nephew  — which,  published  in  , 
two  volumes  in  19/2,  won  both  ! 
the  James  Tait  Black  prize  and 
tite  Duff  Cooper  memorial 
prize.  His  wife  Olivier  is  the 
editor  of  Virginia  Woolfs  dia¬ 
ries.  They  have  documented 
Bloomsbury  with  scrupulous 
care  and  respect 

Although  always  courteous, 
he  was  rightly  impatient  of 
worshippers  at  the  Blooms¬ 
bury  shrine  who  came  "to  ask 
what  Virginia  had  for  break¬ 
fast".  But  he  was  welcoming 
and  generous  to  those  who 
shared  his  irreverent  enthusi¬ 
asm  for  art 

For  Bell,  as  for  Roger  Fry. 
the  purpose  of  art  was  to 
communicate  joy.  He  enjoyed 
throwing  and  experimenting 
with  the  clay  and  with  the 
decorative  possibilities  of  ro¬ 
bust  but  humble  shapes  such 
as  mugs  or  tea-pots,  and 
rather  despised  the  lade  of 
frivolity  in  the  “prim  and 
proper"  pots  made  by  Bernard 
Leach's  followers. 

He  believed  that  a  certain 
carelessness  betrayed  the  vi¬ 
tality  of  the  maker  and  saw 
nothing  wrong  with  the  vul¬ 
garity  of  adding  a  slap  of  gold 
to  enliven  the  pot  Despite  the 
sophistication  of  his  writings 
and  teaching,  pottery  re¬ 
mained  for  him  “rather  a  lark" 
and  he  rather  liked  it 

During  the  1980s,  Bell  re¬ 
ceived  technical  assistance 
from  the  Fulham  Pottery, 
making  both  domestic  wares, 
exhibited  at  Liberty's  and  oth¬ 
er  London  galleries,  and  larg¬ 
er  commissions  such  as  a 
fountain  for  a  Sussex  garden. 
The  Fulham  Pottery  also  made 
hand-painted  ceramics  for 
Laura  Ashley's  “Bloomsbury" 
range  to  his  designs. 

He  expressed  his  more  pri¬ 
vate  thoughts  in  the  medium 
of  sculpture:  those  who  had 
seen  the  huge  levitating  lady 
who  defied  gravity  in  the 
garden  at  Cobbe  Place  — 
another  cast  graces  the  cam¬ 
pus  at  Leeds  University  —  or 
the  romantic  and  sexual  fanta¬ 
sies  expressed  in  his  painted 
terracotta  groups  and  figures, 
were  hardly  surprised  at  the 
dark  undertones  of  that  late 
novel.  The  Brandon  Papers. 

For  a  long  time  it  seemed  as 
if  the  world  would  be  deprived 
of  his  own  memoirs,  but  in 
J995  he  filled  that  gap  with  his 
volume  of  reminsioence.  El¬ 
ders  and  Betters.  His  penulti¬ 
mate  book  Bad  Art  (1989)  —  a 
collection  of  his  lectures,  es¬ 
says  and  articles  —  also  con¬ 
tained  a  lively  autobio¬ 
graphical  chapter.  In  his 
earlier  years  he  wrote  a  good 
deal  for  the  New  Statesman  in 
Kingsley  Martin’s  day  and  for 
The  Listener  during  the  cele¬ 
brated  reign  of  J.  R.  Ackerley 
as  its  literary  editor. 

Quentin  Bell  is  survived  by 
his  wife  Olivier,  whom  he 
married  in  1952.  their  two 
daughters  and  a  son. 


Ruby  Murray,  Irish 
singer,  died  from 
bronchial  pneumonia 
and  liver  cancer  yesterday 
aged  61.  She  was  born  on 
March  29. 1935. 

IN  THE  ephemeral  world  of 
popular  music.  Ruby  Murray 
was  a  phenomenon  who 
earned  her  place  in  the 
Guinness  Book  of  Theatrical 
Records.  A  singer  whose 
simplistic  style  disguised  skil¬ 
ful  phrasing  and  far  greater 
vocal  resources  than  her  ap¬ 
pealing  huskiness  suggested, 
she  achieved  massive  popular¬ 
ity  at  the  start  of  her  meteoric 
career,  when  five  of  her  re¬ 
cordings  were  simultaneously 
in  The  Top  Twenty  for  three 
months  at  the  beginning  of 
1955. 

One  of  them,  the  haunting 
Softly  Softly,  went  to  No  1  and 
became  her  indelible  signa¬ 
ture  tune  for  the  rest  of  her  life. 
Her  feat  remains  a  world 
record,  equalled  since  by  Elvis 
Presley  and  Madonna,  but 
unsurpassed  by  even  the 
Beaties. 

Ruby  Florence  Campbell 
Murray  was  bom  at  S4 
Mol  tick  Street.  Donegal  Road. 
Belfast,  the  youngest  of  four 
children.  She  gave  her  first 
public  performances  as  a  child 
in  amateur  concerts  presented 
by  her  father  at  the  Ulster 
Hall.  One  of  these  was  seen  by 
the  British  television  produc¬ 
er.  Richard  Afton.  who  booked 
her  for  her  professional  debut, 
aged  L2,  on  Irish  television. 

After  leaving  school  at  14. 
she  worked  in  a  bakery,  a 
handkerchief  factory  and  a 
sweet  shop  before  touring 
Northern  Ireland  in  the  vari¬ 
ety  show,  Top  Flight  Stars.  At 
14.  she  appeared  at  the  Glas¬ 
gow  Pavrllion  in  the  summer 
season  revue,  Mrs  Mulligan's 
Hotel,  returning  home  to  tour 
Northern  Ireland  again  in  a 
hired  lorry  in  Holiday 
Express. 

At  16  she  was  chosen  as  the 
singer  for  a  revue  touring  the 
Republic  of  Ireland,  Yankee 
Doodle  Blarney.  In  June  1954. 
the  tour  ended  in  London  at 
the  old  Metropolitan  Music 
Hall,  in  Edgware  Road.  Rich¬ 
ard  Afron,  looking  for  a  singer 
to  replace  Joan  Regan  in  his 
BBC  television  series.  Quire 


Contrary,  offered  her  the  job 
at  £100  a  week,  six  limes  what 
she  was  earning  at  the  time. 

The  British  record  producer 
Ray  Martin  saw  Murray's 
firsr  television  show  and  at 
once  signed  her  for  a  record¬ 
ing  contract  on  the  Columbia 
UK  label.  Her  first  release. 
Get  Well  Soon,  was  not  a  big 
seller,  bur  her  second.  Heart¬ 
beat,  went  straight  to  No  2  in 
the  charts.  It  was  followed  by 
Softly,  Softly,  which  went  to 
No  1.  A  wistful  love  ballad 
sung  with  her  inimitable  Irish 


lilt  and  that  husky  catch  in  her 
voice,  it  personified  the  vulner¬ 
ability  and  innocence  that 
made  her  unique  among  the 
popular  singers  or  the  1950s. 

Three  more  hits  joined  the 
first  two  in  the  Top  Twenty: 
Happy  Days  and  Lonely 
Nights,  which  went  to  No  4.  If 
Anyone  Finds  This  J  Love  You 
to  No  5.  and  Evermore  to  No  6. 
Signed  up  by  Bernard 
Del  font's  agency,  she  started 
to  pack  theatres  all  over  Brit¬ 
ain,  and  in  Augusr  1955 
opened  at  the  London  Palladi¬ 
um  in  Painting  the  Town. 
which  co-starred  Norman 
Wisdom. 

During  the  seven  months' 
run  she  appeared  before  the 
Queen  In  the  Royal  Variety 
ftrfonrrance.  Later,  on  her 
arrival  in  the  United  States, 
she  was  astonished  to  find 
herself  mobbed  by  hysterical 
crowds  and  to  be  told  by 
Frank  Sinatra  that  he  was  her 
greatest  fan. 

In  1956  she  sang  You  Are 
My  First  Love  in  the  John 
Mills  film.  Its  Great  to  be 


Young .  and  then  co-starred 
with  Frankie  Hnwerd  and 
Dennis  Price  in  the  screen 
comedy.  A  Touch  of  the  Sun. 
in  which  she  gave  a  refreshing 
and  totally  natural  perfor¬ 
mance  as  a  singing  hotel 
chambermaid. 

She  proved  that  she  could 
dance  as  well  as  she  sang 
when  she  appeared  on  tele¬ 
vision  with  Tommy  Steele  in 
The  Golden  Year.  She  also 
starred  in  pamomime,  playing 
the  title  role  in  Cinderella  and 
principal  girl  in  Babes  in  the 
Wood,  Dick  Whittington  and 
Puss  in  Boots. 

In  August  1957,  while  ap¬ 
pearing  with  Tommy  Cooper 
in  Blackpool,  she  married 
Bernard  Burgess  of  The  Jones 
Boys  harmony  group.  They 
were  to  have  two  children  and 
were  to  co-star  in  a  nationwide 
lour  of  Snow  White  and  the 
Seven  Dwarfs  in  1962.  But  the 
marriage  came  under  increas¬ 
ing  strain  because  of  Murray's 
dependence  on  alcohol  and 
valium,  and  Burgess  was 
wounded  to  learn  of  his  wife's 
infatuation  with  a  married 
man,  the  Irish  comedian 
Frank  Carson,  an  episode 
bleakly  reflected  in  her  dra¬ 
matic  recording.  I'll  Walk  the 
Rest  of  the  Way. 

By  1970,  when  Murray,  then 
35,  re-entered  the  British 
charts  with  Change  your 
Mind,  there  was  no  disguising 
the  extent  of  her  drinking. 
When  she  and  Burgess  were 
divorced  in  1977,  he  won 
custody  of  their  children  and 
also  retained  Rectory  Cottage, 
their  17th-century  home  at 
Woorton  in  Northampton¬ 
shire.  The  last  20  years  of  her 
life  were  spent  with  the  farmer 
stage  dancer  and  theatrical 
impresario.  Ray  Lamar,  with 
whom  she  lived  in  Torquay. 
They  were  married  in  1993. 

Although  her  later  appear¬ 
ances  were  often  undermined 
by  health  problems,  she  never 
gave  up  her  fight  to  conquer 
her  Alness.  In  1985  she 
received  a  prolonged  ovation 
when  she  appeared  before  the 
Princess  Royal  in  Forty  Years 
of  Peace. 

Both  her  husbands  were  at 
her  hospital  bedside,  with  her 
son  —  the  singer  Tim  Murray 
—  and  her  daughter  Julie; 
when  she  died. 


BRIAN  TETLEY 


Brian  Tetley,  jonrnalist. 
died  on  November  23 

aged  62.  He  was  born  on 
July  12. 1934. 

BRIAN  TETLEY  died  with  his 
longtime  friend  and  colleague, 
the  award-winning  camera¬ 
man  Mohamed  Amin,  on  the 
hijacked  Ethiopian  Airlines 
flight  that  crashed  off  the 
Comoros  Islands  last  month. 
Inevitably,  his  death  has  tend¬ 
ed  to  be  overshadowed  by  that 
of  the  better-known  Amin,  but 
Tetley  was.  in  fact,  one  of 
Africa's  most  colourful  and 
eccentric  characters. 

He  was  mourned  in  his 
beloved  Kenya  as  a  hero,  feted 
by  many  in  Government,  the 
Civil  Service  and  journalism, 
all  of  whom  acknowledged 
their  personal  and  profession¬ 
al  debt  to  one  they  regarded  as 
“the  best  man  in  Africa". 

Brian  Harrison  Tetley  was 
bom  in  Birmingham.  His 
mother  died  when  he  was  ten 
and  his  father  sent  him  and 
his  older  brother.  Peter,  to  the 
Stanley  House  School  in 
Birmingham.  The  younger 
brother  remembered  it  as  a 
“draughty,  miserable.  God¬ 
forsaken  place  from  which  I 
couldn't  wait  to  get  out". 

His  parents  had  moved 
from  Manchester  to  Solihull 
in  1931  —  and  then  into 
Birmingham  to  expand  their 
engineering  business  —  but 
Tetley  displayed  no  inclina¬ 
tion  to  go  into  the  family  firm. 
Instead,  at  the  age  of  15,  he  left 
school  to  join  the  Birmingham 
Gazette  and  Despatch  as  a 
copy  boy.  it  was  the  beginning 
of  what  was  to  become  a 
lifelong  obsession  with  a  pro¬ 
fession  he  was  I  o  decorate  with 
a  wit  and  a  generosity  of  spirit 
seldom  equalled. 


Apart  from  his  National 
Service,  which  he  recalled  as 
“undistinguished",  Tetley 
worked  in  newspapers,  maga¬ 
zines  and  television  on  two 
continents  and  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  as  an  impetuous,  com¬ 
pulsive  journalist  of  the  hard- 
living,  hard-drinking  school. 

Asked  by  one  newspaper 
editor  if  he  had  a  drinking 
problem.  Tetley  replied:  “Yes, 
I  just  can't  get  enough  of  it." 
Almost  every  barman,  tari 
driver  and  street  vendor  in 
East  Africa  knew  the  dishev¬ 
elled  Tetley  as  Mambo. 
"Mam bo  Gichuki"  was  the 
Kikuyu  pen  name  he  used  to 
sign  off  his  “Mambo",  “Dear 
God"  and  “Off  the  Wall" 
columns  that  enchanted  gen¬ 
erations  of  African  readers. 

His  colleagues  knew  him  as 
a  consummate  ideas  man  who 
had  graduated  from  a  tabloid 
background  —  in  Britain,  he 
was  reputedly  a  co-creator  of 
Reginald  Smythe’s  Andy  Capp 
cartoon  character  in  the  Daily 
Mirror  —  to  become  a  witty 
and  prolific  writer. 

He  first  came  to  Africa  in 


1965  to  help  train  Kenyan 
journalists  but  stayed  the  rest 
of  his  life  in  a  country  he  came 
to  love  as  his  own.  He  held 
court  at  all  hours,  enrapturing 
his  students,  in  the  aptly 
named  Sans  Chique  bar  be¬ 
hind  The  Daily  Nation. 

Tetley  was  the  first  reporter 
fearlessly  to  expose  the  mass 
killings  of  Idi  Amin'S  regime 
after  Amin  seized  power  in 
Uganda  in  1971.  He  wrote  eye¬ 
witness  accounts  for  The  Ob¬ 
server  of  corpses  thrown  to  the 
crocodiles  at  Jinja.  No  one 
believed  him  at  first.  Idi  Amin 
had  been  seen  by  many  in 
Britain  as  a  great  improve¬ 
ment  in  every  way  on  the 
despotic  socialist  Milton 
Obote. 

After  editing  publications  as 
diverse  as  Nairobi's  Sunday 
Post  and  the  comparatively 
muted  Kenyan  version  of  Men 
Only  magazine,  Tetley  went 
on  ’to  write  classic  African 
travel  books,  including  the 
Journey  Through. . .  series. 
On  GoeTs  Mountain  and  Cra¬ 
dle  of  Mankind.  In  these  his 
eloquent  prose  was  matched 
by  Mohamed  Amin's  breath¬ 
taking  photographs. 

Some 600  mourners  of  every 
age.  religion  and  colour  at¬ 
tended  his  funeral  in  Nairobi 
last  week  —  from  the  old  while 
settlers  and  friends  to  cloth- 
swathed  Somalis  and  ordi¬ 
nary  street  people.  He  was 
buried  with  two  bottles  of  his 
favourite  Tusker  lager  inside 
his  coffin.  Tetley  would  have 
enjoyed  that,  as  he  would  the 
presence  of  three  ex-wives 
alongside  his  widow.  He  was 
married  twice  in  Britain  — 
where  he  is  survived  by  three 
adult  daughters — and  at  least 
five  times  to  Africans,  by 
whom  he  had  no  children. 


iVf  iVl 

DEATH  OF  MRS.  GARRETT 
ANDERSON. 

THE  FIRST  ENGLISH  WOMAN 
DOCTOR. 

We  regret  to  announce  that  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Garrett  Anderson.  M.D.  died  at  Aide  House. 
Aldeburgh.  Suffolk,  yesterday.  She  was  SI 
years  crid. 

Mrs.  Garrett  Anderson  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  at  that  phase  of  the  movement  for  the 
' emancipation"  of  women  which  aimed  ai 
throwing  open  in  them  the  profession  of 
medicine  and  was  herself  the  first  woman  to 
secure  a  medical  diploma  in  this  country . . . 

Elizabeth  Garrett,  known  after  her  mar¬ 
riage  as  Mrs.  Garrett  Anderson,  was  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  Nlewsan  Garrett,  of 
Aldeburgh.  Suffolk,  and  was  bom  in  London 
in  1836.  Her  attention  was  attracted  to 
medicine  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Blackwell,  on 
English  woman  who  had  emigrated  with  her 
parents  to  die  United  Stales  and  after  many 
fninfess  attempts  to  enter  various  medical 
schools  there,  was  permitted  to  graduate 
M.D.  of  the  University  of  Geneva.  U.S.A.  in 
1SW.  Ten  years  afterwards,  on  the  strength  of 
this  foreign  qualification  and  of  her  having 
prescribed  for  friends  during  a  visit  to 
England,  she  was  put  on  the  British  Medical 


ON  THIS  DAY 

December  18, 1917 


Elizabeth  Garrett  Anderson  (1836-1917) 
had  to  fight  long  and  hard  to  achieve 
her  ambition  to  secure  an  English 
medical  diploma  and  became  a  doctor. 

Register  so  that,  while  as  already  slated.  Miss 
Garrea  was  the  first  woman  to  secure  an 
English  diploma.  Miss  Blackwell  had  prece¬ 
dency  of  her  as  regards  registration.  Miss 
Garrett  made  Miss  Blackwell’s  acquaintance 
and  resolved  to  fallow  in  her  friend’s  footsteps 
but  ta  get  an  English  qualification  instead  of  a 
foreign  one.  She  began  her  medical  studies  in 
earnest  in  I860.  There  were,  however,  two 
great  difficulties  before  her.  In  the  first  place, 
there  was  no  school  where  she  could  be 
received,  and  in  the  next  place,  there  was  no 
examining  body  willing  to  admit  her  to  its 
examinations.  At  Middlesex  Hospital  the 


male  students  presented  a  memorial  against 
the  admission  of  women,  and  though  she 
made  repeated  attempts  elsewhere,  she  met 
for  some  years  with  effectual  repulse  in  every 
direction'... 

After  a  lime  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  was 
advised  by  its  counsel  that  as  die  purpose  of 
its  charier  was  to  enable  it  to  sell  drugs,  and  as 
there  was  no  legal  ground  for  refusing  to 
allow  a  woman  to  sell  drugs,  the  society  could 
not  refuse  to  admit  a  woman  to  the 
examination  imposed  on  candidates  for  its 
licence.  Thereupon  the  society  authorized 
Miss  Garrett  to  get  her  education  privately 
from  teachers  of  recognised  medical  schools 
and  finally  gave  her.  m  1865.  the  desired 
qualification  of  LSA.  In  1866  she  opened  a 
dispensary  near  Lisson-grave.  Marykbone, 
for  the  benefit  of  poor  women  and  children, 
and  for  some  years  she  was  the  only  medical 
officer  there . . .  There  was  no  medical  school 

in  England  that  would  admit  women  but 
medical  degrees  were  to  be  had  abroad:  Miss 
Garrett  herself  passed  the  examinations  ami 
took  the  M.D.  of  Paris  in  1870:  and,  others 
taking  similar  steps,  she  secured  assistants  at 
her  dispensary  which  was  subsequently 
converted  into  a  small  hospital  and  after 
various  changes  developed  into  the  "New 
Hospital  for  Women"  in  the  Euston-Road. 
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CREME  DE  LA  CREME 


Harbour 
Exchange, 
Docklands, 
London  E14 

£11.9K  to 
£17. 5K  plus 
London 
weighting 


BTisan  equal „ 

A  SST'  W 

Personal 

secretary 

Providing  a  first  class  secretarial  and  administrative 
support  to  a  Deputy  General  Manager,  your  main 
duties  wffl  include  dealing  with  all  incoming  enquiries, 
arranging  meetings  and  travel,  and  scheduling  and 
pro-actively  managing  diary  commitments.  You  will 
also  be  involved  in  producing  presentations, 
documents  and  spreadsheets  and  coordinating 
budgets  and  manpower  and  any  internal  programmes. 
General  typing  and  office  administration,  as  wefi  as  the 
greeting  of  visitors  and  foreign  delegates  are  part  of 
this  role. 

This  busy  and  demanding,  bat  epjoyable,  post  requires 
you  to  be  enthusiastic,  sefcnotivated,  capable  of 
working  under  pressure  and  making  decisions.  With 
excellent  organisation  and  communication  skills,  you 
have  the  abifity  to  understand  the  unit’s  mam  activities 
in  order  to  correctly  assign  and  delegate  work  in  the 
Manager's  absence.  Capable  of  working  on  your  own 
initiative  with  minimum  direction,  you  must  have  a 
good  telephone  manner  and  are  proficient  in  all  MS 
Office  applications  and  electronic  mail  systems.  A 
flexible  approach  to  attendance  arrangements  is 
necessary,  depending  on  workload.  You  must  possess 
5  GCSEs,  including  English  Language. 

To  apply,  please  telephone  0800  671894 
(madam  users  only,  0800  679130),  and  have  this 
reference  number  handy  X96-6986R  The  dosing  date  to 
obtain  an  application  pack  is  30.12.96  or  earlier 
depending  on  response. 


MNAG  im  CHANGE 

.  .  •:£.  Personal  Assistant 


Office  Manager 


Human  Resourcing  Contract 

A.W-'-A  V.r'-xi 

rc,  Jt  ien  :r  j  t.y,  :  v."i‘-  ; 


Tina  Black.  Human  Resources  Manager, 


Harkess  -  Ord 


Audio  Typists/ 
WP  Operators 

up  to  SJ 7,000  City/West  End 

VPe  currently  have  a  variety  of  interesting 
vacancies  that  require  haul  working  ami 
profexiioral  individuals  for  positions 
involving  a  litgh  ryping  content-  If  you 
luve  strong  secretarial  skills  with  a  typing 
speed  of  at  least  60wpra  and  knowledge 
Of  W*W  or  Wfefdperfcct  -  please  call 
Miles  SmhhUng. 


|  M  E  R  l__0  i  A_N 
;A  S  s"0  C  !'  A  T  E 


rut  mcxtiiiNtm  splcia 
0171  (iQO  1331  w  lax  your  CV 
on  am  487  3018. 


Long  and  short  term 
assignments 
available  for 
experienced  group 
and  partner  secretaries  in  prestigious 
offices  IA  WCZ 
Top  rates  of  pay  and  exceSent 
benefits  taichiding  free  cross  training. 
Experienced  DTP  staff  also  required. 
CaB  Emms  O’  Brien  on 
01718316868. 

©MANPOWER 

There’s  more  for  you 


SUPER  SECRETARIES 


secret*  ii*l  leeiuHmeni  oownRw l» 


Josfin  Rowe  wauftf  fife  to  wish  afl  anr 
cOests  and  tanfidata  a  Happy  Christmas 
ajnJaprosperooslfewYeari 

Rom  our  aIBcas  band  In  BtonMd  Street  wu  hen  throughout 
the  yes-succneMy  AM  numerous  porifiomwMi  top  Ww 
ch^‘  fnewncs,  Bwridng  and  flnancW  IntiMlm  in  both  fob 
aty  aid  MM  aid. 

g  you  are  toetfag  lor  a  new  career  end  etashchnflugn  fatso? 

then  plane  ctO  m  h  confUwtue  to  orange  ■  mmfag  *  ymr 
cnmuntenca  and  dfccuas  your  Mure  prospects  wfai  one  of  our 
My  trained  coradarta. 

JoaOn  Home  Aiodli  Ltd  . 

Baa  Court  Houm 

11  MhM«M 

Loodoe  EC2M7AY 
Tafaftenw  om  9M  7aer 
Facatalae  0171 382  M17 


Bg!j( 


— creteriet  reciuHment  oowiHtciite 

***A  CHRISTMAS  BONUS!!*** 

lmmedtataty  auaBabla  professional  aecMarias  are 
needed  urgently  by  asvwal  of  our  banking  efimia. 
We  have  a  variety  of  long  and  short-term  contracts 
to  start  before  Christmas  within  a  variety  of 
departments  from  Junior  to  senior  level  These 
posHons  may  result  in  becoming  permanent  in  the 
New  Year  should  you  wishlH  .  . 

JeeBnRbweA— edateeUd 
Ban  Court  House 
11  BtorafleM  Street 
tendon  EC2M7AY 
Telephone:  0171  8887287 
Facsimile:  0171  3809417 


£15,000 

+  K\c  Benefits 


ilfl 


£19,000 
+  Benefits 


Junior  Secretary 
Move  Up  The  Ladder 
Top  5  Accountancy  Firm 

Paid  Q/T,  urSTL,  Free  Gym,  NC  Parim, 

Uft,  Health,  BOPA  Snbritb.il  Ratoraal  Jfc  Bar, 
Ton*  rf  graphic*  and  iwMdw  in  (tab  intonating 

and  varied  role.  Wort:  in  pfask  modem  offices  wife  young 
socahfe  crowd  Car  European  snbfkfiwy  of  one  of  be  woricTs 
Ingest  ccnmdc*.  Mnat  be  n  pro-aedw,  oonfldotL  eotuuntaaar 
•he  b  mb  te  rot  A  adduct  g<  wing  QnueredJ 

ftnmpohg  oacatM 

.  CSy  Office  45  Loadoa  Wafl,  Laadoa  EC2M  5TP 

Plume  Fax 

0171256  9046  01712569044  . 

'ROC  Recruitment  > 


£17.500 

+  Benefits 


Director’s  Secretary 
Canary  Wharf 

Prestigious  Properly  Company 

Boons,  NC  Pension,  BXJPA,  Heattb,  Life, 

If  STL,  Parking  Space, 

Tafcfag  over  as  agents  for  Crony  Whwf  Tower  fa  1997  me&m  aa 
increased  workload  for  flic  Ccenaccnl  Director  of  dns,  one  of 
the  Ingest  and  best  mabfisbed  flaw  ef  Chartered  Scrvcyots.  Aa 
Ms  roawary  aad  office  narogac.  yon  will  provide  the  uecc  wj 
support  and  aabtroce  to  mn  (be  crf&ce  b  ran  anootUyand  no 
b  well  wgamaod.  Mm  be  dieafal  and  pfawd  with  60  spn. 
ROC  Rdm*4ff  South  IMfaa  Sired,  Londso  W1Y 1HD 

Ptome  Fax 

01714998658  01714999002 

^ — —ROC  Recruitment—^ 


Second  Jobber 
Advance  Tour  Career 
_ PA  to  Company  Secretariat 

IFSIL,  LY%  NC  Pawlaa,  BDPa;  Health,  LiCe, 
Promotion  wkbfa  OK  tf  (be  Uigesi  UK  bered  property 
cougram.  renown  for  looking  after  their  tag;  pceaena  a  faflBad 
opporanrity  for  apoBdtedl  wen  organised  uxtem  with  eactOcatl 
Atm.  Based  fa  very  ptab  Mtj&rcfBces  joawiB  beccnn  a  tifal 
member  of  one  of  the  moat  aronnMt  drpeHBWiitft  wboan 


£13,500 

+  Kxcellent  Bens 


.  .  First  Jobber 

Baric  Keyboard  SkSb 
International  Investment  Agency 

HC  Frodan,  Benonri  Lena,  PVT,  Spotti  md  Socbl  Onb 
If  yon  ace  r«,VA*ti  very  ddy  rod  with  O'  levels  (or 


etnivaletit)  anaenor  n  oan  a  eaceer  m  Hu  Cnr.  dm  caO  u  now. 
The  Libosy  Mroqer  b.  lotAfag  for  an  trotM.  Varied  role 
farfarfaK  scooting  pm  for  rdevud  articles,  fifing  broebates, 

OtdOtPBI  etc  «M  dltdehl  iufeswiMinii  Suf^ffy  Qf  tfttd 

ocjsoifQOOQ  rcdics  upon  due  ififmiiutfiow  nd  nescvdi  yoo  provide. 

atromrn*  Lmim  HUk  Umks  BOM  J7P 

Pbooe  Fax  • 

.  01712569040  01712569044 

V—  ROC  Recruitment— ^ 


CHRISTMAS  STOCKIHG  FILLERS 


PERMANENTS 

We  prcxnsa  you  the  best  Brilliant  jobs.  exceBent  careers 
advice  and  friendly,  honest  consultants.  Here  is  just  a 
smafi  selection  of  our  current  vacancies  In  the  City  and 
West  End.  Afl  salaries  are  BASICS  not  PACKAGES.  - 

•  PA/Office  Manager  (West  End)  E22K 

•  Admin  Secretary.  City  Bank  E21K 

m  Secretary  to  2  investment  Managers  £2QK«-»-t- 

•  Directors  Secretary,  City  Bar*  £20K 

•  Trading  Floor  Secretary  £20K 

•  Maternity  Cermets,  City  E20K 

•  Team  Seoeta^,  Construction  C18K 

•  Team  Secretary.  City  Finance  £16K 

•  Tean  Secretary.  West  End,  Finance  £I6K 

•  Junior  Secretary,  Chairman's  Office  E18K 

•  Junior  Secretay.  Headhunters  £13K 


TEMPORARIES 

At  Pan  European  we  have  a  whole  host  of  bookings 
in  the  West  End  and  the  City  that  must  be  tilted 
invnediBtBty  and  it's  getting  busier!  So  if  you  are 
looking  for  constant  work,  interesting  assignments 
and  tots  of  money  to  fifl  your  Christmas  stocking, 
then  look  no  furthert  Ow  temps  enjoy  the  fodowing 
benefits: 

•  ExcoBent  Ratos  of  Pay 

•  Paid  Holidays 

m  Cash  Prizes  of  £1000 
H  you  have  exesfient  auefio  and/or  shorthand  stalls,  a 

good  knowledge  of  windows  packages  and  are  aged 

20-40,  caB  us  today! 


DON’T  FORGET  WE  ARE  OPEN  TO  SEE  YOU  OVER  THE  CHRISTMAS  PERIOD 


V  PAN  EUROPEAN  F0R 

RECRUITMENT  call  0171  7J4  o4b4 


cr  Fax  us  on  0171  734  3501 


SAVXLU9 


!M!.K\.\llON.M  I’KCr'Hi!-.  i  |)V.|  1 


FED  UP  WITH  LONDON  ? 
TRY  DORSET! 

OFFICE  MANAGER 

of  a  nraiti-disciptined  Surveyor’s 
practice  in  Wim  borne,  Dorset 
A  highly  experienced  person  is 
urgently  required  to  ran  this  office  of 
75  people.  Do  YOU  fit  the  bill? 

Arc  you  highly  oigamsed  7 
Do  you  have  excellent  personnel  skills  ? 

Good  keyboard  skills  ? 

Financial  skills  ? 

A  sound  knowledge  of  IT  systems  ? 
and  are  prepared  to  mu  ek  in  ? 

If  ytm  are  aged  30  years  +  and  looking  for  an 
exciting  challenge,  please  telephone 
Hazel  Owen  for  an  application  form: 

Ttel:  01202  887331 


CAPABLE  P  A. 

Wamed  to  look  after 
small  office  and  two 
partoen  in  PJL  & 
Marketing  business.  ' 
Organisational  skiDs, 
friendly  personality  & 
ability  to  work  under 
pressure  essential. 

W.l.  . 

Please  Reply  to 
Box  No  2079 


I  I'  :  |  '  1  •  ' 


fA/Se May 


reqgirod  for  London  breed 


ConsBtancy.  Mmtcity. «  writ 
asst  fas  10  yews  experience 

qf  intWlii^wl 

neotssary.  Ppweipoint 
cssoHM- 1  angiagr*  (esp. 
Oennu)  *«  ro  aavsnage. 

Safary£2M24jOOO. 

ApptywttbCVte: 


swjooxr. 

TaL  0171  349  9108 


MEDICAL 

SECRETARIES 


BnaafTADMN 

SEOtETARY 

ffo6ol  eqmriam  for  Wfald 
ffakrBBDorfNtirotogriWl. 
Sbonbad  and  computer  fitwsq' 
manbL  Start  eafjr  Ml 
Q0JX0. 

OttoLflC  110  Hairy  Stm* 

landonWlNW. 


|i 


redtliekito^fiMaredjiktkciba? 


Secretary  To  General  Sales  Manager 

Braddcy,  South  Nortbants 
Fed  up  vdtb  the  cast  efGomg,  tbe  cost  of  bousing,  the 
costeftr*oetting~3 

Tbmkmg  of  moving  but  worried yen’s  miss  the  pace -J 

The  Faccertda  aoup  fa  a  faatfing  producer  of  fresh  and  taa>  foods 
within  its  meter.  Our  newly- promoted  General  Sales  Manager  Is 
loolifex)  lor  more  than  a  seemtay  _  you  wi  be  the  feat  point  of  cortacr. 
wfih  anstxrm  nth  whom  yadt  need  *>  derofap  your  own  rapport 
Youl  also  be  coonSnafog  vfska,  pustiV  sftsndkig  evening  fonefiona 
anq  keepinB  ttie  wanVX  opeiafione  runnfoq  amooB^r  In  Ihrirabeence. 
And,  naturally,  youTI  be  provtdkig  a  flnt-class  secretarial  and 
admlnigSaftre  sentoa  to  thm  General  Sales  Manager: 

This  into  is  pivotal  to  the  success  c t  foe  team.  To  succeed,  you  wfl 
need  to  be  sefconSdeix.  oiXgoing,  srtcuia®  and  extreme  wd- 
orgenbad  Some  mposue  id  an  kncg  mOonmmt  mafof  be  hegxut 
as  woridtBmBartywtti  Word  6/ExceL 

VOih  oror  1000  stol  and  a  lumwer  of  £100  Moa  we  can  altar  foe 
papa  of  a  CfiyoipsnisatioawBi  a  taw  pteasart  surprises  - 

•  Negotiable  satary  and  svppoitwWiwlocaoon  where  appropriate. 

•  Gemfoelobseaflty  andtheopporerttytodesetopacereervrilh 
an  etqnnifing,  mutocae  o^ritoion. 

•  Some  of  foe  lowest  cost  housfog  in  foe  oounfiy,  but  sflvriih  easy 
access  to  toe  M4CL 

•  Hi  t  rlunri  nKrn  tnrMfi7  In  ■  rtnaiimt  fnartrgt  trrrm  rmting  . 


If  you  think  you're  up  to  toe  chaHangi.  write  and  te9  us  why 
Ptaasa  seod  yotx  CV  aid  a  covering  letter  w*h  details  of  your 
ctsrent  package  toe  Oats  Btadtoy,  Peraonmf  Manager;  Recceoda 
Chilian  LbnAad,  WBow  Road.  Brocfdey,  Northanta  NN13  7E X. 
Tab  01280  703641. 


FACCENDA  CHiCKEN 


\\  \  !  \  1  -IV  L  K  I'  K 

Next  stop  -  Management! 

Operations  Administrator  - 
£24,000  +  excellent  bens 

n.,.  r.>M  t. .. .... 

_ .mu,,,  ..„d  ’ 

y.ii,  ...  HR  .idnim  Ii.u'.li'J'u.jnd  ,.n<< 

me:  I.  IVI'  .Invr,  cmo.mv  ...«•  r-i.«lv  to  o..  th,  b.-  .t 

■r.lifittr,  i:i  tin.-  v  n:-  r:'>\v 


Executive  Asslstai\t  to 
Chajralan 


£24,000 

The  Chairman  of  a  prestigious  international 
holding  company  needs  ari  Executive  Astiwani 
with  the  ability  to  manage  everything  from  senior 
client  liaison  to  personal  and  busincB  diaries.  The 
successful  candidate  will  enjoy  the  responsibilities 
of  this  1:1  role  and  the  opportunity  to  use  the 
exccflem  drills  (SHtOOwpm)  they  will  have  gained 
■  from  previous  senior,  lcvd  experience. 

.Iqgria  Umoma  it  «<  n^W  opyiHuiutict  rmpUjrr 
-  AB  appBamis  or  pa&Mf  nctcomcd. 

0171  814  0800 


Angela  Mortimer 


Temporaries 


"Wfe  Urgently  require  good  calibre  PA/ 
Secretaries  for 

Docklands  &  City 

Our  assignments  are  within  the  investment 
sector  and  require  excellent  skills  (SH  an 
advantage),  MS  Office  essential. 

.Excellent  Fates:  £11.00  per  hour 

Please  contact  Dezna  Berry 

Jonathan  Wren  &  Co  Ltd.. 

No.1  New  Street,  London  EC2M4TP 
TeL  OUl  623 1266  Fax:  0171  626 1242 


secretaries 


NR  ANDREWS 


fVwtti  ft  An*«m  b  ore  aftteltabrf  Orefoms  fegrowf  mos 
praps  tMregBMK  rervkre, 

Brod  in  the  London  aAce  k  BbddHn  thefaaDKregremdMmv  eat 
far  mdter  otaUbd  ampetem  and  penooble  hdMdiro  »  pronde 
reu—  tdwpportitiarioiji  lends  TIniioisrfilanJdKei  *41  bo  foie  ro 
dnonree  sooWcnt  eorearbl  ind  mnManlire  dtoiind  eonfafae 
knoNfare*  ■  McrosoftOUkE  far  WMoro  «Mi  a  niarel  tansiS  far  hWi 
qutoivj presentation.  Tbef  *b»  poaereihe  lovtb  ofronaiinnent  nd 
dro  ■  bay  waited  rod  deA-dmoi  brents  demrod. 

He  faflcMfag  reondnsdro 

Suntur  wifa|  for  tie  pwtt4n  ttw 

rednrerfagjroy  , 


T«refaaror.roligM»rel«teU»tliirelmiO«wn' 
mbfaror  m«M»yrnny»nr.Oip.^ftn)saH«regroirotUa. 

F™**n  S  Anfcwt  a  re  opnJ  opporwMre  enpfapv. 

PJemo  nxty  m  the  bm  Otwcc  (o  the  blowing  address  nith  four 
asriaduntitM.rofote'fonaflwoavvxtabryrodvyather 
srpxtinc  daomnaban  vMth  prates  the  ddk  jeu  fare. 

Mr*  P  Wntodn  d  Am*  mn* 


London  SE1 912.  Tat  OITt  633  990* 


lam  PA  to  tboMD  of  a  North  London  based 
pwpiulji  BMnbgHnwntfina  will  mg  30  itiJI 

Asde  from  th*  nonsaJ  duties  of  a  sccretaiy/PA  I  act 

M«ffia»'nnmpif  fa  Hi,  ffumpBimt  afpwwimwl  St  bmp, 

care,  cqtrijnHnt  aad  compntere.  Mj  MS-End  Affla  bdp 
me  to  reptrt  and  Icnnp  taba  an  fn*  rercnm*.  I  use  M5- 
PdbMw  to  edit  sad  produce 
periotffc  uw»slet»m  for  each  of  pnr 
properties. 

If  you  are  of  graduate 
calibre  and  can  replace  me  in  tins 
pivotal  role,  get  fa  touch  within.  Salary  wifi  be 
crmiTiwTwnratawHhaspariancg  and  krai  (rf  input. 

CV  with  current  salary  to  MD  hy  fax:  0171 7ZZ  2788 
me-maib  pukgatajrepen6pobax.com 


Can  you 
replace  me?' 


MULTI-LINGUAL 

OPPORTUNITIES 


LET  PITMAN  TAKE 
YOU  FURTHER 
■■  •  M  ,1.  I  II.  I'M 

I  -  tt:  4  4  t  -  J.'  I  :  .1  I 


kMwxHamwtumwmivnttfim 

itewfair wgiritafagtoM* 


TE  LEPHONE 

Ol  71  833  1  127 

NOW  FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS 


r,  PITMAN  TRAINING  LIMITED 


P  I  t  m  3  0  j  154  SOUTHAMPTON  ROW 
'  LONDON  '.VC IB  r.AX 


TRAINING 


MULTI-LINGUAL  OPPORTUNITIES 


Uu  L"  Jyj  Arjlttl  JjL0  pj  Is  fjifi  ’jjlf  fi\ 

o  s  A  <jf  &£  id  ^  ^  f\ 

.'w  te  wi  uri  ^  stem 
.  ‘ — £  *yi  Ucr* i,  yj«l 


inaapredM  services.  [One  pan-thno  post  for  Aiabic  only).  There  are  q  Dumber  of  vroancka 
and  yen  1*0  be  aroriefared  wW>  eilber  ’Mofljer  Tflogoa*  or  dame  Andred  of  tangOMe.  tw 
you  jsnst  giro  be  «Ue  to vfitis  dror,  Mtawte  Elfish.  Previous  expatom  a 
but  re*  egntfiaL  You  will  have  a  cfauce  to  became  involved  in  dalleminx 

wink,  where  your  knowledge  af  the  region  wiD  be  valuable  and  you  wflibeuin  ofa^mof 
(aufottiesuds,  often  verting  under  promne.  You  roust  be  a  British  National  rod  1»  ible  to 
derooutnlc  dose  finks  wUh  I fata  country.  Previous  applicants  need  not  apply 

appointments  bi-language 

3  Princes  Street,  London  W1R  7Ra 
Tel  0171 734  3380/0171 355 1975  Fax:  0171 499  0568 
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newspaper  wars  -the  winners  and  losers 


...  .  ,rx  .SjVBsr  K-  qr; 


b|h| 

Y  TITLES 

\| 

I  SUNDAY  TITLES 

tiovwnber  Average 
.1996  Daffy  gate 

Change  since 
Nov  1995 

%+/-  I 

November. 

1996 

Av.  Sunday  Change  since 
Safe  Nov  1995 

%+/-* 

THE  SUN  v  3^39, B97 

•  '-1364505  :  “ 

;-3J34%  :| 

NEWS-pFTHE  WORLD 

4,506,779 

-114,069 

-2^7% 

DAILY  MIRROR  2,361,640 

-130,645 

'-5.24% 

THE  PEOPLE 

2,003,688 

-32,974 

-1.62% 

DAILY  EXPRESS  1,177,578 

-75,233 

-6.01%  :  I 

SUNDAY  MIRROR 

2,371,209 

-106,939 

-432% 

DAILY  MAIL, ,  2,086,675 

192,433 

10.1£%  '  | 

SUNDAY  EMPRESS 

1, 156^854 

-176,050 

-13J21% 

DAILY  STAR  ;  -.658,783  ■ 

*111  V 

>1-22%  .  I 

~  MAIL  ON  SUNDAY 

-^119^31 

99,148 

4JM% 

DAILY  RECORD  ;fl1,862 

-42^70 

-5.64%  I 

SUNDAY  SPORT 

260,328 

-22,259 

-7.88% 

TOTALPOPULAR  10^235 

-200,331 

-1-80%  I 

;i  TOTAL  POPULAR 

12A1 8,489 

-353,143 

-2.77% 

THE  TIMES...  861,931 

189,410 :  : . 

28.16%  i 

. 

-  .  ’ 

*daily  telegraph  o  : 

0 

xt 

0% 

SUNDAY  TIMES 

'  1,413*084 

132,039 

10^1% 

THE  GUARDIAN  .  .  .402,844,  . 

-1,606 

P 

-0.40%  4 

OBSERVER 

.467,548 

-15,951 

-3.30% 

THE  INDEPENDENT  ::  ^Gt.OSoL. 

-32,727 

>11-14%  % 

♦SUNDAY  TELEGRAPH 

0 

0 

0% 

FINANCIAL  TIMES  297,806 

-8,112 

-2.65%  * 

INDEPENDENT/  SUNDAY 

279,850 

-47,676 

-1486% 

TOTALQUAUTY  1,823,631 

-901*375 

-33.18%  I 

TOTAL  QUALITY 

2,160,482 

-608,702 

-21.98% 

GRAND  TOTAL  12,759,866 

-  -110^706 

-7.97%  /  1 

GRAND  TOTAL 

14,578,971 

-961,845 

-6.19% 

rt8391W»  ^  '  ‘ 
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war 


'»*. ’'--'i '  v.  \  £  ViD*!* 


Rarely  has  the  in¬ 
fighting  between 
two  major  news¬ 
paper  groups  be¬ 
come  quite  so  fierce  as  the  war 
being  waged  between  The 
Times  and  The  Daily 
Telegraph. 

Jeremy  Deedes.  managing 
director  of  the  Telegraph,  con¬ 
firmed  yesterday  that  the 
group  has  issued  a  writ  for 
breach  of  undertaking  against 
the  Audit  Bureau  of  Circula¬ 
tions  after  it  decided  last 
’^Friday  —  following  a  com¬ 
plaint  from  New^  Internation¬ 
al  which  owns  The  Times — to 
omit  the  daily  and  Sunday 
Telegraph  tides  from  its 
monthly  audit  of  national 
newspaper  sales. 

Both  groups  agree  that  sales 
of  The  Daily  Telegraph  last 
month  were  1.1  million,  its 
highest  sale  for  sU  years.  They 
agree  that  sales  of  The  Times, 
boosted  by  the  success  of  its 
Eurostar  promotion-  hit  a  new 
record  of  861,931.  up  500,000 
since  the  price  was  reduced 
three  years  ago,  and  selling 
more  last  month  than  the  sales 
of  The  Guardian  and  The 
Independent  combined. 

They  disagree  strongly, 
however,  over  what  sort  of 
sales  are  being  registered  in 
the  all-important  Tull  price" 
category  used  by  advertisers  to 
determine  where  best  to  buy 
their  advertising  space. 

Die  Times  registers  its  cover 
price  as  lOp  on  Monday,  35p 
from  Tuesday  to  Friday,  and 
50p  on  Saturday.  That  shows 
sales  at  the  full  price  of 
802,000,  with  an  additional 
19,500  declared  at  a  lesser  rate 
and  39,800  as  “bulk"  sales, 
mostly  papers  offered  free  to 
customers  at  Trust  House 
Forte  hotels. 

Managers  at  The  Times 


argue  that  the 
100,000  extra 
sales  achieved 
by  The  Daily 
Telegraph 
from  autumn 
subscription 
offers  should 
not  be  de¬ 
clared  as  sales 


PAPER  ROUND 

-BriaaMacAifour 


at  the  full  price.  When  The 
Times  matched  The  Tele¬ 
graph’s  subscription  offers,  it 
described  hew  subscriptions  to 
the  ABC  as  sales  at  a  lesser 
rate.  That  should  also  apply  at 
The  Telegraph,  they  say.. It, 
was  vdten  tl»  ABC  decided- to  • 
accept  the  view  of  The  Times 
last  Friday  that  The  Telegraph 
derided  ,to  issue  its  writ. 

For  The  Times,  the  a rgu- 
raeni  fenrore.  than...  mere 
semantics.  If  the  disputed1, 
sales  of  The  Daily  Telegraph 
are  stripped  of  copies  sold  at' 
less  than  the  full  price,  its  sale  1 
drops  below  a  million —  an  - 
important  psychological  barri¬ 
er  —  to  just  over  900,000,. 
against  802,000  for  77ie  Times, 
the  narrowest  margin  between 
the  two  papers  for  decades. 

Mr  Deedes  says  it  is  “pretty 
rich"  of  77ie  7Imes,-sdling  at 
lOp  on  Mondays,  tp  “Wear  to 
the  ABC  about  any  competi¬ 
tor’s  discount.  Yet  advertisers 
know  the  price  at  which  The 
Times  is  being  bought-  they'do 
not  know  how  many  comes  of 
The  Daily  Telegraph  are 
being  sold  at  unprecedentedly 
low  rates. 

The  ABC,  on  which  news¬ 
paper  groups  and  advertisers 
are  represented,  accepts  that 
I0p  is  the  price  of  The  Times 
on  Mondays  —  and  Rupert 
Murdoch,  the  chairman  of 
News  Corporation,  parent 
company  of  News  Internation¬ 
al,  confirmed  ^ to  the  Financial 
Times  this  week  that  the  price- 


cutting  strategy  of  The  Times 
will  continue  “forever". 

After  Peter  Sloth  ard.  Editor 
of  The  Times,  disclosed  last 
week  that  the  paper  had  been 
breaking  even  in  recent  weeks 
for  the  first  time  in  living 
memory,  Mr  Deedes  respond¬ 
ed  by  promising  to  write  a 
personal  cheque  to  charity  for 
£1,000  if  Mr  Murdoch  showed 
audited  accounts  proving  that 
The  Times  was  in  the  black. 
Yesterday  Mr  Murdoch  con¬ 
firmed  that  The  Times  had 
been  breaking  even  without 
The  Sunday  Times  in  four  of 
the  past  five  weeks. 


return  nation¬ 
wide  a  net¬ 
work  of  about 
100  wholesal¬ 
ers,  with  WH 
Smith'  and 
Menzies  as 
the  major 
players.  They 
know  how 


T! 


|  here  is  more  to  this 
newspaper  war  than 
a  simple  conflict  be¬ 
tween  The  Times  and 
the  Telegraph  group.  What  the 
ABC  declares  is  crucially  im¬ 
portant  to  both;  At  stake  are 
advertising  decisions  based  on 
ABC  data  worth  millions  of 
pounds  —  as  well  as  the 

authority  and  reputation  of  the 

ABC  itself.  The  job  of  the  ABC 
a  nonprofitmaking  company 
launched  in  1931  by  newspa¬ 
pers,  magazines  ana  advertis¬ 
ers,  is  to  provide  authenticated 
data  on  sales  and  to  protect 
advertisers  against  false 
claims.  Staff  inspectors  make 
random  inspections  of  audi¬ 
tors’  and  publishers’  methods. 

:  The  measurement  of  news¬ 
paper  sales  is  becoming  more 
and  more  scientific.  Newspa¬ 
pers  are  delivered  on  sale  or 


many  go  out  and  most  now 
use  bar  codes  ro  verify  returns. 
Within  24  hours,  newspaper 
managements  can  assess  the 
previous  da/5  sale  within  a 
margin  of  error  of  about  2  per 
cenL  Their  records  of  sales  are 
audited  and  submitted  to  the 
ABC 

It  is  a  system  that  has 
worked  for  65  years  but  which 
has  been  pur  under  increasing 
strain  as  newspapers  have 
sought  ever  more '  ingenious 
methods  of  increasing  circula¬ 
tions  —  including  scratch 
cards,  rail,  ferry  and  hotel 
promotions,  special  subscrip¬ 
tion  offers  arid  offering  free 
papers  at  hotels  or  petrol 
stations.  That  is  why  the  ABC 
recently  started  splitting  sales 
data  into  three  categories  — 
sales  at  frill  price;  at  a  lesser 
rate  and  in  milk. 

Equally  fierce  sales  battles 
are  being  waged  throughout 
Fleet  Street  As  the  year  ends, 
the  1997  winners  are  the  Mail 
group  against  The  Express, 
and  the  Guardian  and  Ob¬ 
server  against  the  indepen¬ 
dent  titles. 

At  more  than  two  million, 
sales  of  the  Daily  Mail  last 
month,  showing  a  year-on- 
year  increase  of  192.000  (10  per 
cent),  were  at  their  highest  for 
29  years  —  and  The  Mail  on 
Sunday,  with  year-on-year 
sales  up  by  99,000  (5  per  cent) 
also  set  a  November  record. 
Both  papers  are  how  almost  a 
million  ahead  of  The  Express, 


which  is  so  far  failing  to  show 
any  leap  forward  after  its 
conversion  to  a  seven-day 
title. 

Although  under  rejuvenated 
editorship.  The  Independent 
is  also  losing  ground.  As  sales 
of  The  Guardian  remain 
above  400,000,  The  Indepen¬ 
dent's  have  fallen  by  32,000  (1 ! 
per  cent)  in  the  past  year.  As 
The  Observer  meanwhile  reg¬ 
istered  its  highest  sale,  this 
year  of  467,000,  sales  of  the 
Independent  on  Sunday  have 
slumped  by  47,000. 

Even  without  the  boast  ob¬ 
tained  from  its  Eurostar  pro¬ 
motion,  sales  of  The  Times 
would  have  been  running  at 
about  100,000  higher  than  a 
year  ago.  As  it  was,  year-on- 
year  sales  were  up  by  189,000. 
and  up  by  78,000  on  October. 
The  Stuidqy  Times  had  its 
biggest  November  sale  for  16 
years. 


Beyond  the  black  box  waits  the  television-computer 

Who’s  afraid  of  the 


market  giants? 


Everybody  has  2020  hindsight,  so  the 
wry  joke  goes.  And  the  joke  is  wrong. 
Nothing  is  so  murky  as  the  past. 
What  does  gleam  crystal-clear  is  the  future. 

The  current  apocalyptic  hysteria  about  the 
black  box  to  sit  on  the  television  set  and  give 
h  digital  capability  is  an  example  of  2020 
foresight.  What  is  in  dispute  is  the  form  of 
control  of  the  smart  card  technology  that 
gives  access  to  the  hundreds  of  new  digital 
channels.  The  dispute  is  based  on  two 
assumptions;  that  who  controls  the  black 
box  has  absolute  control  over  the  gateway  to 
the  future  and  that  when  all  these  channels 
become  available,  British  consumers  will 
lap  them  up. 

Neither  of  these  assumptions  is  certain. 
Let  me  try  to  throw  a  few  shafts  of  darkness 
into  the  light. 

The  reason  why  BSkyB  dominates  the 
satellite  market  altogether  is 
because  Horae  Office  policy  in  the 
early  1980s  directed  British  inves¬ 
tors  to  invest  in  the  wrong  kind  of 
satellite-  By  the  time  reality  inter¬ 
vened  and  it  became  dear  in  the 
late  1980s  that  a  much  more 
modest  kind  of  satellite,  already 
operating  from  Luxembourg, 
would  do  the  jbb  as  wefl.  billions 
bad  been  wasted.  A  merger  be¬ 
tween  BSB,  the  holder  of  the  by- 
then  useless  licence  to  broadcast 
satellite  television  direct  to  British 
homes,  and  the  viable  Luxem- 


BRENDA 

MADDOX 


bourg-based  operation.  Sky  Television  (part¬ 
ly  owned  by  News  International  owner  of 
The  Times)  was  the  logical  way  ouL 

But  BSkyB's  subscription  sports  and 
movie  channels  would  not  have  had  such  a 
smooth  entry  into  Britain  had  another 
government  policy  worked  ouL  Early  in  the 
1980s.  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Indus¬ 
try  saw  with  blinding  clarity  that  Britain 
should  and  would  be  wired  up  for  cable 
television  by  the  end  of  the  decade.  Pay-TV 
and  a  host  of  electronic  informational 
delights  would  ride  over  the  cable  into  the 
home.  Satellite  television  would  make  its 
way  as  an  extra  option,  mainly  in  rural  areas 
where  cable  did  not  reach. 

But,  under  the  then  Chancellor  Nigel 
Lawson,  the  Government  got  cold  feet  and 
withdrew  the  tax  concessions  to  cable.  Lo 
and  behold,  British  investors  then  shied 
away  from  tile  enormously  heavy  invest¬ 
ment  cable  required.  Thus  the  new  market 
for  subscription  television  was  left  for 
BSkyB,  which  had  successfully  developed  its 
own  form  of  encryption,  or  smartcard, 
technology  for  decoding  channels  and 
billing  subscribers. 

These  episodes  are  part  of  a  long-running 
tragicomedy  of  errors  of  British  policy 
attempts  to  direct  the  development  of  new 
technology.  Entitled  “Picking  Winners",  it 
indudes  the  tales  of  the  Comet  and 
Concorde  aircraft  and  the  electronic  tele¬ 
phone  exchange.  The  show  has  not  ended. 
In  order  to  encourage  terrestrial  broadcast¬ 
ers  to  develop  their  own  version  of  digital 


television,  the  Department  of  National 
Heritage  last  year  came  up  with  rules  as 
hissy  and  over-detailed  as  a  Madonna  dress. 
Surprise,  surprise.  Enthusiasm  for  digital 
terrestrial  lias  been  low.  while  panic  about 
BSkyB's  plans  to  push  ahead  with  digital 
satellite  has  been  high. 

That  is  not  to  say  that  the  DTTs  efforts  to 
prevent  BSkyB  from  having  monopoly 
control  over  access  to  digital  encryption 
technology  have  been  a  waste  of  time.  The 
draft  legislation  as  it  now  stands  safeguards 
the  rights^  of  the  BBC  and  other  competitors 
to  put  their  own  digital  channels  out  through 
BSkyB’s  box. 

Bui  ihe  urgency  is  misplaced.  There  is  no 
certainty  that  the  public  wants  to  make  the 
investment  to  get  all  the  extra  digital 
channels.  Digital  television  has  got  off  lo  a 
very  slow  start  in  Germany.  Many  people  in 
Britain,  where  the  majority  of  the 
viewing  public  does  not  take 
satellite  television,  may  very  well 
choose  to  sit  back  and  wait  for  the 
next  leap  forward.  For  there  will 
be  one.  The  set-top  box  is  not  the 
last  door  lo  the  future.  In  time,  all 
the  necessary  digital  bits  and 
pieces  will  be  incorporated  inside 
the  television  set,  which  will  serve 
as  a  computer  and  give  access  to 
the  Internet  as  well. 

Anyway,  there  exists  an  alterna¬ 
tive  point  of  entry  into  digital 
television.  Cable  television,  belat¬ 


edly  coming  within  reach  of  most  urban 
homes,  will  offer  its  own  set-top  box.  over 
which  it  alone  will  control  access. 

The  competitor  that  the  cable  people  are 
keeping  their  eye  on  is  BT.  If  rumours  are 
true  that  BT  may  try  to  join  with  BSkyB  to 
subsidise  the  distribution  of  digital  set-top 
boxes,  the  cable  industry  will  run  hotfoot  to 
Ofte(.  It  knows  that  Don  Cruikshank,  Offers 
formidable  direct or-generaL  takes  a  dim 
view  of  market  giants.  He  would  not  like  to 
see  two  joining  up. 


M 


y  candidate  for  Media  Manipula¬ 
tion  of  the  Year  has  to  go  to  Die 
Trial  of  Kevin  Maxwell,  the  rosy 
television  portrait  of  Kevin  and  Pandora 
Maxwell  and  their  adorable  brood  last 
month. 

This  long  piece  of  hagiography  looked  like 
the  BBC's  long-prepared  attempt  to  be  seen 
to  offer  balance  to  its  hostile  Inside  Story 
Special  Maxwell  —  The  Downfall 

All  the  same.  The  Maxwells"  made 
riveting  television.  One  superbly  edited 
moment  showed  Kevin  silting  comfortably 
on  the  sofa  with  his  dog,  watching  television, 
when  his  wife,  the  fierce,  blue-eyed  Pandora, 
entered  and  snapped  a  furious  command  to 
leave  the  dog  alone.  Kevin  simply  put  his 
hand  on  her  shoulder,  squeezed  it  in  a 
"there,  there"  manner  and  returned  his  eyes 
to  the  screen. 

How  does  a  man  survive  a  father  as 
forceful  as  Robert  Maxwell?  Find  a  wife  who 
is  his  female  counterbalance. 
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Circulation 
battle  goes 
to  tribunal 


THE  spat  between  the  Tfele- 
"bgraph  group  and  the  Audit 
Bureau  of  Circulations  —  over 
whether  copies  of  the  daily 
paper  sold  under  its  special  £1 
per  week.  ,  subscription  oner 
counted  as  full -price  sales 
came  as  no  surprise  to  former 
**” - *-  employee  Tony 


Telegraph 
Gearing. 

Mr  Gearing,  formerly  depu¬ 
ty  editor  of  The  Weekly  Tele¬ 
graph,  the  Telegraph’s  ovct- 
seas  edition,  alleges  the 
company  has  made  inflated 
circulation  claims  for  the  title. 
In  1993,  The  Weekly  Tele¬ 
graph  issued  a  media  pa®  to 
advertisers  claiming  a  circular 
tion  of  153.116.  Mr  Gearing 
counters  that  the  figure  never 
rose  above  50.000. 

He  will  make  the  allega¬ 
tions  at  an  industrial  tribunal 
in  the  new  year,  where  he  WM 
claim  that  he  lost  his  job  alter 
he  repeatedly  complained 
about  the  issue. 

Jeremy  Deedes;  the  manag¬ 
ing  director  of  the  Telegraph, 
said:  “This  man  has  hada 
long  running  dispute  with  the 
Telegraph  since  he  vras  dis¬ 
missed  as  a  member  of  staff. 

•  Poor  Liz  Hurley.  First  her 
latest  screen  appearance,  in 
Samson  and  Delilah,  was 
panned  by  the  American  ent- 


interview.with  David  Bowie, 
we  learn  that  the  playwright 
and  actor  Harold  Pinter  is  to 
make  a  rare  TV  appearance  in 
the  forthcoming  BBC1  war¬ 
time  drama  Count  Me  In: 
Breaking  The  Code. 

Meanwhile  Michael  Wear¬ 
ing.  head  of  BBC  drama 
serials,  is  to  appear  in  the 
Beeb’s  new  costume  drama 
Nostromo.  His  character,  a 
mine  owner,  is  axed  to  death 
three  minutes  into  the  first 
episode.  Nothing  symbolic  in 
that,  we  are  sure. 


Liz  Hurley  and  Hugh  Grant  critics  are  not  impressed 


ics  ("Among  the  greatest  unin¬ 
tended.  comic  creations'  of 
film").  Now.  her  first  foray 
into  production  seems  to  have 
left  her  in  a  spin.  Extreme 
Measures;  a  medical  thriller 
starring  Hugh  Grant ,  is  the 
first  project  from.  Sinuan 
Films,  the  couplers  develop¬ 
ment  company.  But  the  plot 
appears  to  have  bamboozled 
the  Estee  Lauder  model. 

“ I  found  the  moral  intrica¬ 
cies  of  the  script  so  complex 
that  even  now,  two  mars  after 
reading  the  first  tfmft,  I  still 
can’t  decide  where  7  stand  on 
the  ethical  issues.* 


Hollywood?  A  new  version  of 
the  story  by  director  James 
Cameron  is  rumoured  to  be 
running  well  over  its  $125 
million  budget 
Such  news  should  come  as 
no  surprise  to  Lord  (Lew) 
Grade,  whose  1980s  Raise  the 
Titanic  was  said  to  have 
created  huge  losses  for  his 
company.  ITC.T  remarked  at 
the  time  that  it  would  have 
been  cheaper  to  lower  the 
Atlantic  than  to  raise  the 
Titanic,"  Lord  Grade  said. 
“But  that  was  just  a  joke.  In 
fact  it  was  the  number  one 
■grossing  film  in  Japan." 


•  It  looks  as  ifMartyn  Lewis, 
the  BBC  news  anchorman 
who  has  long  campaigned  for 
more  good  news  on  television, 
is  finally  to  get  his  chance. 
For  the  first  rime,  Lems  is  to 
present  all  of  the  Beeb’s  news 
bulletins  on  Christmas  Day. 


Big  in  Japan 

IS  the  Titanic,  the  luxury 
liner  which  sank  the  dreams 
of  a  new  age  of  shipbuilders, 
about  to  do  the  same  far 


In  on  the  act 

HAS  the  BBC  run  tart  of  On¬ 
screen  talent?  Following  news 
that  its  production  supremo 
Alan  Yentob  is  to  present  an 


Histoiy  frisson 

RESEARCH  by  MAG,  the 
Museums  and  Galleries' 
Magazine,  claims  that  muse¬ 
ums  are  more  likely  to  make 
your  ^  heart  leap  than 
television. 

The  magazine  wired  up  a  fit 
young  man  to  a  heart  monitor. 
His  heartrate  increased  by  six 
while  watching  77re  X-Files , 
by  seven  when  witnessing  the 
shooting  of  Ian  Beale  in  East- 
Enders  and  fry  fen  when 
viewing  Basic  Instinct 

But  theseJigures  were  easily 
outstripped  by  a  visit  to  the 
Natural  History  Museum 
which  stirred  a  rise  in 
heartrate  of  2&. 
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Make  your  move  into 
TRAVEL  ADVERTISING 
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MEDIA  PLANNERS/BUYERS  -  PRESS 
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THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 


PICTURE 

RESEARCHER 

'  Kula  Shaker  from  your  Coolio 
from  your  Hmchdiffe? 


Do  you  know  your  Kula  Shaker  from  youi 
and  your  Henman  from  your  Hmchdiffe? 


and  your 

There  is  a  unique  opportunity  to  become  part  of  a 
<mall  team  working  as  a  foil  time  picture  researcher 
for  both  The  Times  Youth  Section  1015  and  The 
Sunday  Tunes  Children's  section.  The  Funday  Times. 

You  need  lo  have  wide  ranging  experience  dealing 
with  photographer  and  picture  agencies  and  you 
need  to  know  the  youth  market-  You  ako  need  to  be 
aide  to  work  to  tight  deadlines. 


Apply  in  writing  to  Wendy  Harrison,  1015/  The 
Fonday  Times,  1  Pennington  St,  London  El  9XN, 
cHdo&Kg  an  op  to  date  CV- 


dodng  date:  Wednesday  8th  January  1997. 


I  Make  £20*000  pa 
las  a  Travel  Writer 

TOsFreoNewsletter 
shows  yon  how  to  pay  tor 
I  aflyourUK  and  Memafionai 
travsl  and  mako  some 
monay  at  mamma  ami 

0800371^500^ 


WittYov 


I  profits  tan  homo  vrith  your 

paraonsf  computer.  TNa  fraa 

I  InfanTntion  KB  from  the  Mom 

I  Cotogeaf  JcwnafaaiEhMS 

I  you  exactly  how.  Freephone: 

s  0800  371  500  u 

hnU  1932850008  ^ 


ALL  BOX  NUMBER 
REPLIES  SHOULD  BE 
ADORESSEDTO: 


BOX  Nos-. 


do  TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
P.O.BOX  3553, 
VIRGINIA  ST, 
LONDON,  El  9GA 


Technical  Director  - 
Qualitative  Research 


A  Market  Research  Group  requires  a  Technical 
Director  -  Qualitative  to  expand  upon  the 
interviewing  and  interpretative  skills. 

The  candidate  must  have  a  Doctorate  in 
psychology,  have  at  least  5  years  experience 
with  children  and  families,  and  be 
knowledgeable  about  marketing. 


This  postion  will  involve  irregular  hours  and 
some  travel  will  be  required. 


Remuneration  will  initially  be  £26.000  a  year. 

Please  respond  by  15  th  January  1997  to 
Group  Human  Resources  Director 
Pegram  Walters  Market  Research  Group 
Ltd,  1-2  Wynyatt  Street 
London  EC1V  7HU 


This  position  will  Involve  irregular  hours 
and  some  Travel  will  be  required. 


Sedgwick  Nbble  Lowndes 

AFFINITY  INSURANCE  MARKETING 

CITY  OF  LONDON 


Farming  a  specialist  operation  within  Sedgwick  Group,  Sedgwick  Affinity  Group 
Services  is  a  market  leader  wiih  an  eacepdonal  16  year  track  record  in  promoting 
insurance  financial  services  to  organisations’  cattotaen.  Dae  lo  this  continued 
success  we  are  looking  to  strengthen  oar  [ram  with  two  new  key  roles,  who  win  lead 
dieni  management  and  support  activities  for  some  of  our  largest  cKcols, 

Client  Development  Manager  -  ref  DMH/01 
This  role  involves  the  co-artfinaiion  and  development  or  dicM*  on  i  global  basis. 
Focusing  cat  high  quality  service  and  diem  needs,  you  will  be  ensuring  that  products  and 
services  provided  are  competitive  and  highly  differentiated.  Ihe  successful  candidate 
will  possess  3  ••  5  years  experience  within  die  insurance/  financial  services  industry, 
together  with  an  rucr.tknl  track  record  of  working  with  dies  Is  in  senior  management 
positions.  Yon  will  also  have  excellent  presentation,  campaign  management  and  report 
writing  skills,  be  IT  literate,  and  have  cxwllem  communication  skills. 


Co-ordinator  -  ref  DMB/02 

Providing  office  based  support  to  B  designated  client  team,  the  rote  will  involve  daily 
client  contact  lo  ensure  maximum  effectiveness  and  understanding,  ihe  implementation 
and  maintenance  of  the  division's  dmahatf  in  order  lo  matmain  client  management 
information  globally,  and  to  undertake  various  analyses  within  the  marketing/  financial/ 
product  areas.  Experience  wilhin  die  insurance  indusoy  is  not  essential  hot  a  background 
within  lhc  financial  services  sector  is  useful  Candidates  must  he  analytical,  pay  close 
attention  to  detail  and  have  exctUent  communication  skills  and  be  IT  literate. 


AppKcams  must  be  good  lean  players  who  are  flexible  in  iheir  working  style.  Each  role 
offers  a  competitive  salary  along  wife  a  benefits  feat  befits  a  market  IcjAv  in 

fee  financial  services  industry.  Please  send  a  detailed  CV,  quoting  reference  number  and 
current  snlary  level  to  Rachel  Since,  HR  Adviser,  Sedgwick  Noble  Lowndes,  PO  Bax 
144,  NorfoBc  Home,  Wefledey  Road,  Croydon,  CR9  3EB. 


NEWS 


War  declared  on  ‘cheating’  Tories 


■  Labour  and  the  liberal  Democrats  have  refused  to  co¬ 
operate  with  the  Government  in  all  future  Commons  divisions 
after  accusing  it  of  cheating  in  Monday's  fishing  vote. 

The  spectre  of  ministers  regularly  being  dragged  back  to 
Westminster  from  overseas  visits  and  sick  MPS  being  wheeled 
in  for  crucial  votes  throughout  the  final  months  of  die  present 
parliament  fared  ministers  after  the  opposition  parties 
announced  they  were  aiding  “pairing"  deals . Page  1 

Saunders  trial  ‘was  unfair’ 


■  Two  hundred  fraud  prosecutions  appeared  to  be  at  risk  after 
the  European  Court  of  Human  Rights  ruled  that  the  trial  of  the 
former  Guinness  chief  Ernest  Saunders  was  unfair.  The  court 
said  that  evidence  Mr  Saunders  was  forced  to  give  during  a 
City  investigation  should  not  have  been  used . Pages  1, 4 


Jackal  questioned 

British  police  questioned  the 
jailed  terrorist  known  as  Carlos 
the  Jackal  in  Paris  over  the 
shooting  of  a  former  Marks  & 
Spencer  chairman  and  the  bomb¬ 
ing  of  a  London  bank  in  the  early 
1970s - Page  I 

IRA  case  decision 

Michael  Howard  said  that  the 
cases  of  14  convicted  IRA  terror¬ 
ists  would  not  be  reopened  follow¬ 
ing  an  investigation  into  ex¬ 
plosives  contamination  at  a  gov¬ 
ernment  laboratory _ . — Page  2 

Judge’s  anger 

A  senior  judge  attacked  the 
“paper  lust"  of  legal  bureaucrats 
The  judge  expressed  astonish¬ 
ment  that  charges  had  not  been 
brought  earlier _ Page  3 

Schoolgirl  killer 

A  brooding  college  misfit  who 
raped  and  murdered  a  schoolgirl 
after  stalking  her  for  months  was 
inadvertently  exposed  by  his 
mother. _ Page  3 

Street  fighting 

An  attempt  by  ITV  to  boost  the 
flagging  ratings  of  Coronation 
Street  by  launching  a  fourth 
weekly  episode  is  failing  in  the 
face  of  opposition  from  BBCi’s 
Antiques  Roadshow - Page  5 

Hands-on  surgery 

Toes  make  an  excellent  substitute 
when  transplanted  on  to  hands 
without  fingers,  a  surgeon’s  study 
has  found - Page  6 


Classrooms  row 

Popular  schools  should  open  an¬ 
nexes  in  neighbouring  schools 
which  have  empty  places,  the  Au¬ 
dit  Commission  said  in  a  report 
which  sparked  a  row  over  the 
Government’s  claims  to  have  ex¬ 
panded  parental  choice.... Page  8 

River  pollution 

Rounders  living  in  the  Tyne  estu¬ 
ary  are  apparently  changing  sex 
because  of  industrial  pollution, 
according  to  a  new  study  of  male 
iish  which  shows  that  94  per  cent 
have  signs  of  feminisationPage  9 

Red  Cross  victims 

Aid  organisations  ordered  an 
emergency  evacuation  of  their 
staff  from  Chechnya,  after  gun¬ 
men  using  silenced  weapons 
murdered  six  Red  Cross 
workers _ Page  10 

Mobutu  returns 

President  Mobutu  of  Zaire  re¬ 
turned  to  Kinshasa  after  months 
of  cancer  treatment  in  Europe  to 
confront  his  toughest  political 
task  —  how  to  prevent  the  break¬ 
up  of  the  vast  country —  Page  11 

Clinton  repayment 

The  Clintons  have  been  forced  to 
repay  £400.000  in  questionable 
Asian  donations  that  were  intend¬ 
ed  to  help  in  settling  the  costs  of 
scandals - Page  12 

Juppe  defence 

Alain  Juppe,  the  French  Prime 
Minister,  laid  bare  his  inner  tur¬ 
moil  in  a  book - Page  13 


Two-colour  technology  for  £2 


■  The  Treasury  unveiled  Britain's  first  two-colour  coin,  a  £2 
piecen  with  a  design  tracing  technological  development  from 
the  Iron  Age  to  the  Internet  The  reverse  of  the  £2  coin,  to  go 
into  circulation  next  November,  was  designed  by  an  art 
teacher.  The  obverse  bears  the  portrait  of  the  Queen  by 
Raphael  Maklouf  featured  on  existing  coinage . Page  1 
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ACROSS 

1  Plot  main  crime  with  leading 
criminals  (IQ). 

6  In  work,  ring  Douglas’s  pet?  (4). 

9  Many  really  like  a  problem,  one 
of  the  knotty  sort  (5,5). 

10  High  point  in  game—  same  save 
repeated  ft). 

12  Live  dangerously,  and  enjoy 
games  and  matches?  (4,4,4). 

15  Followers  burst  oat  in  anger  (9). 

17  Constitutional  {noduct  of  mem¬ 
ber.  a  Libera]  (5). 

18  Pound  up  front  —  moderate  rent 

(5). 

19  Preserve  a  politician  liable  to 
change  abruptly  (9). 

20  HaifofMCC  ruined  by  iD-judged 
charge?  (5.7). 

24  Whip-round  for  the  old  statesman 

(4)- 
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DOWN 

1  Prepare  to  shoot  a  fowl  (4). 

2  Lacking  godhead,  retreat  (4). 

3  Bridges,  for  example,  necessary  to 
operate  a  lute  (4,8). 

4  Having  bad  weather,  though 
there’s  a  Ifctfe  sunshine  round 
home  (5). 

5  Red  ridge  in  black  rock  (9). 

7  Tailor  looking  out  for  lady  want¬ 
ing  dress  (7,3). 

8  Arrange  piano  music  for  live 
entertainment  (5,5). 

I  f  Traditional  way  to  teach  rhymes 
(53,4). 

13  Socially  privileged,  tike  an  Ox¬ 
ford  don’s  three  sisters  (4-6). 

14  Not  inclined  to  be  trustworthy 

16  A  motorist  beginning  in  one 
country  or  another  (9). 

21  You  could  take  an  iron  for  one  of 
these  birdies  (5). 

22  Accurately  reproducing  gay's 
rhymes  (2-2). 

23  Joint  support  for  proposer?  (4). 


Times  Two  Crossword,  page  44 
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Pinl—ri  Documenting  a  year-old 
strike.  Modem  Times:  The  Flicker¬ 
ing  Flame  (BBC2,  9pm).  Rwchrar. 
Matthew  Bond  on  a  drama  pla¬ 
gued  with  non  sequiturs  ...Page  43 


Russian  fishermen  try  their  luck  on  the  ice-covered  surface  of  the  Moscow  river  yesterday  after  a  heavy  snowfall 


BUSINESS 
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Whipped  senseless 

Canning  so  soon  after  the  revival  of 
sleaze  in  the  public  mind,  this 
merely  reinforces  the  image  of  an 
administration,  that  is  prepared  to 
put  morality  aside  if  it  proves 
inconvenient.  - . — .—Page  17 

Admissable  evidence 

Uncomfortable  though  it  may  be  to 
accept,  die  Strasbourg  judges  are 
right  and  Mr  Saunders’S  rights 
have  been  infringed - Page  17 

Entre  nous 

Alain  Juppe's  passionate  cri  from  a 
wounded  coeur  must  rank  as  one  of 
the  most  bizarre  pleas  of  postwar 
politics,  die  living  exemplar  of  the 
heat-sensitive  person  who,  Harry 
Truman  believed,  should  best  get 
out  of  the  kitchen - -  Page  17 


Barings:  The  Bank  of  England’s 
handling  of  the  Barings  collapse 
came  under  fire  today  from  all¬ 
party  MPs  sitting  on  the  Treasury 
Committee _ Page  23 

Economy:  Government  borrowing 
totalled  £2.6  billion  in  November, 
with  continuing  overruns  in  public 
spending  being  disguised  by  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  sale  of  Ministry  of 
Defence  married  quarters. Page  23 

Sheffield  United  become  the  sixth 
football  dub  to  join  the  stock  mar¬ 
ket  today  when  they  reveal  a  E21.5 
million  reverse  takeover  of  Conrad, 
the  leisurewear  group  best  known 

for  Le  Coq  Sportif - Page  23 

Markets:  FT-SE  fell  142  to  3979.6. 
Sterling  rase  from  93.7  to  94.0  after 
rises  from  $1.6615  to  $1.6718  and 
DM25811  to  DM25841  .....Page  26 


Cricket  Michael  Atherton  will 
break  the  England  record  previous¬ 
ly  held  fay  Peter  May.  when  he 
leads  his  country  for  the  36th  time 
in  succession  in  the  inaugural  Test 
against  Zimbabwe - Page  44 

Motor  racing:  Nigel  Mansell  effect¬ 
ively  brought  down  the  curtain  on 
his  Formula  One  career  when  he 
turned  down  the  chance  to  compete 
in  a  Jordan-Peugeot - Page  44 

National  stadium:  Manchester  City 
will  have  to  move  from  Maine 
Road  to  a  proposed  60.000-seat  sta¬ 
dium  io  ensure  that  it  is  built  in  the 
city 

Rugby  union:  The  entire  league 
programme  in  Wales  on  Saturday 
is  in  doubt  after  the  referees' 
society  threatened  to  strike  over 
payments— . - . Page  41 


Hollywood  heroine:  Jessica  Lange 
talks  about  making  her  West  End- 
debut  in  the  “inexhaustible”  role  of 
Blanche  DuBois  in  Tennessee  Wil¬ 
liams’S  classic  Streetcar  Named  . 
Desire - - - Page  35. 

Rave  revival:  Broadway  may  not 
be  at  its  healthiest  these  days,  but 
the  revival  of  Kander  and  Ebb’s 
courtroom  musical  Chicago  is  one 
of  die  highlights  of  the  New  York 
theatre  season _ Page  35 

Treasured  books:  A  new  study 
of  Michelangelo  is  among  the 
sumptuous  art  history  books  which 
have  arrived  in  the  shops  for 

Christmas _  _ Page  36 

Pop  reunion:  Chris sie  Hynde  re¬ 
convenes  the  Pretenders  for  a  gig  in 
north  London  that  was  only  par¬ 
tially  successful - Page  37 


IN  THE  TIMES 


■  FILM  r- 
Geoff  Brown  reviews 
Madonna  in  Evfta,  plus 
other  new  releases 


■  BOOKS 
Enoch  Powell  on  a 
new  biblical  analysis, 
Roger  Scruton  on  the 
morality  of  shooting  and 
fishing 
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Utast  Road  and  Weather  conditions 


UKWcotfarwMrqioas 
UK  Roads -AD  refioas 
ImfcfcMZS 
M2S  and  Link  taxfa 
National  Motorways 
Cootlnanal  Europa 
Channel  crossing 
Motoctag  to  Heathrow 
ft  Gatwidt  airports 


0336  444  910 
0336  401  410 
0334  401  740 
0330  401  747 
0336  401  740 
0330  401  910 
0330  401  308 


Weather  by  Fax 
DU  0338  feSMcd  br  am 
MsCgwy  410334 


0330  407  SOS 
$lfcaM&C>Na 


4IA33S 
410  330 
410  337 
410  330 
410  339 


Seated  410  340 

N.Mand  410  341 

Unta  410  343 


Ptosr a  410  397 


Hotfix  Marfoe 
MranMutbrs 


World  City  Weather  fesl 


□  General:  rain  will  spread  across 
England  and  Wales  from  the  vrest, 
clearing  the  east  coast  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  ft  wiU  be  followed  by  brighter, 
mainly  dry  weather.  Mild.  Scotland 
and  Northern  Ireland  will  have  rain  at 
times,  but  brighter  weather  will  spread 
across  most  parts,  except  northern 
Scotland.  Breezy  in  north,  where  it  will 
be  cold.  Mild  elsewhere. 

D  London,  SE  England,  E  Anglia, 
Central  S  England,  E  Midlands,  E 
England,  W  Mkflands,  NW  Eng¬ 
land,  Lake  District,  Central  N 
England,  NE  England,  Borders, 
SW  Scotland,  Glasgow,  Argyll: 
cloudy.  Rain,  heavy  at  times,  moving 
east,  followed  by  brighter,  drier 
conditions.  Wind  fresh,  SE.  becoming 


light,  SW.  Max  12C  (54F). 

□  Channel  Isles,  SW  England,  S 
Wain,  N  Wales,  Isle  of  Man,  N 
Ireland:  rain  soon  clearing,  then 
mostly  dry  with  bright  Intervals.  Wind 
mainly  light,  S  or  SW.  Max  11C  (52F). 

□  Edinburgh  &  Dundee,  Moray 
Firth,  Orkney:  doudy,  rain  at  times, 
becoming  heavier.  Wind  SE,  fresh  to 
strong,  turning  E  later.  Max  8C  (46  F). 
□Aberdeen,  Central  Highlands, 
NE  Scotland,  NW  Scotland:  rain, 
heavy  at  times.  Snow  later  on  hills. 
Wind  SE,  mostly  strong.  Max  8C  (46F). 

□  Shetland:  rain  dying  out,  some 
bright  spefis  developing.  Wind  E, 
trash  to  strong.  Max4C  (39F). 

□  Outlook:  rain  dying  out  h  north. 
Dry  in  south  but  rain  lata*. 
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Adajrfoncist 

byPtioMtfcd  0330  411216 

by  Fax  (index  page)  0330  410333 


Motoring 

Etaope  Cownry  by  Country  0330401  881 
Gu^tuUmsa  0330401  SOO 

French  Mcraarvnys  0330401887 

SaipartMomatioo  0330  40(883 

ObnayfandAxfc  0338401409 

USuctie  0330401  895 


24  his  to5pmrb=  bright  e=cloudt  d=drtn)c  ds=«dust  storm:  du=du«.  h 
t=rorc  shnshowr.  sl-staot  snwsnovr;  8=sun,-  !■ 


Sar,  fe-feg:  g-gAm  h-heft 


\AA  Car  reports  by  fax 


nmr  anti  coed  car  report*  from 

clwAA  memories  ors  0330410  399 


25  Breaking  away  from  rest  in  a  race 

(10). 

26  Not  keeping  off  the  grass?  That’s 
stupid!  (4). 

27  What  reader  may  need  first  —  to 
get  cuttings?  (5-5). 
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Fueling  under  the  weather? 

■  Get  as  far  away  trorri  it  all  as  you  possibly  can. 

:New  Zeakiid  with  Rainbow  Holidays.  ^ 

OsHt  new  on  0541  5f  6f  71  or  post- this  coupon. 


Bara  chock:  Intelligent  women  are. 
still  very  careful  about- what  they 

•reveal  at  parties - - - Page  14 . 

Wrong  taste:  The  (Resident  of  die 
Epicurean  World  Master  Chefs' 
Society  —  a  Frenchman  —  has  ap¬ 
parently  hailed  Britain  as  the  gas¬ 
tronomic  centre  of  the  world. 
Reality,  says  Nigella  Lawson,  is 

rather  different - Page  15 

Wise  women:  Do  women  think 
more  deeply  than  men.  asks  Mag¬ 
nus  Unklater _ Page  15 


Millions  at  stake:  Brian  MacAr- 
thur  on  the  advertising  miUtans 
that  hang  on  the  in-fighting  be¬ 
tween  newspaper  groups  -Page  21 
Black  comedy:  The  panic  about  a 
black  box  on  the  TV  set  to  give  it 
digital  capability  is  misplaced,  says 
Brenda  Maddox-. - Page  21 


Ws&mZ 


Graeco:  How  the  poorest  State  in 
the  European  Union  plans  to  im¬ 
prove  itself. _ ; _ Pages  31-34 


SIMON  JENKINS 

Laurens  van  der  Post  did  not  just 
idealise  the  Bushmen:  he  used 
them  to  champion  the  diversity  of 
human  beings  and  the  fragility  of 
their  dependence  on  nature'.  He 
lead  die  movement  to  understand 
and,  when  they  wish  for  it.  protect 
endangered  peoples - Page  16 

ROBERT  SKIDELSKY 

A  regulatory  framework  is  as  nec¬ 
essary  in  education  as  in  business. 
But  it  is  a  mistake  to  believe  that  it 
is  through  regulation  that  toe 
heights  are  scaled.  The  importance 
of  Mr  Blair’s  subversive  idea  lies  in 
this  recognition.  It  breaks  free  from 
the  strategy  of  trying  to  force 
schools  to  raise  standards  by  stran¬ 
gling  them  with  red  tape— Page  16 
SIMON  BARNES 
There  are  echoes  of  pantomime 
everywhere  in  spot  Sport  fulfils 
our  need  for  triumph  and  disaster 
but  ft  cannot  do  so  without  also 
becoming  a  traditionally  ludicrous 
aspect  of  everyday  life - Page  42 


At  toe  lowest  point  in  the  perils,  M. 
Juppe  has  chosen  to  fight  his  un¬ 
popularity,  not  with  his  policies  but 
with  his  personality.  He  human¬ 
ises  hims^f  by  way  of  his  pen  in 
order  to  popularise  his  public  ac¬ 
tions  through  the  confession  of  his 
doubts  and  private  hurts 

—  Le  Monde 


Quentin  Bell,  artist  and  writer 
Ruby  Murray,  singer  Brian  Tet¬ 
ley,  journalist  . . _... . Page  19 


Child  labour:  Thames  bridge; 
South  Africa’s  Constitutional 
Court;  Lincoln  Cathedral;  Falk- 
lands:  Wirral  by-election...  Page  17 
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MPs  recommend  DTI  be  deprived  of  financial  supervision  role 

Bank  attacked  over  Barings 


By  Jason  Nisse 
and  Gavin  Ujmsden 

AN  ALL-PARTY  committed 
of  MPs  yesterday  attacked 
the  Bank  of  England  over  its 
role  in  the  collapse  of 
Barings  in  February  1995 
and  said  that,  unless  it 
changes  the  way  it  operates, 
banking  regulation  should 
be  taken  away  from  the 
Bank. 

The  report  of  the  Treasury 
Select  Committee,  which  took 
13  months  to  complete  but  had 
to  be  published  a  day  early 
because  of  leaks,  also  attacks 
the  auditors  of  Barings,  the 
Securities  &  Futures  Authority 
(SFA)  and  questions  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  international  co¬ 
ordination  when  it  comes  to 
supervising  financial  markets. 

It  also  recommends  that,  as 
soon  as  possible,  all  regulation 
of  the  financial  markets  is 
taken  away  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Trade  and  Industry  - 
and  given  to  die  Treasury. 

But  the  main  attack  of  the 
report,  which  was  only  signed 
by  three  members  of  the 
committee.  Barry  Legge.  Nigel 
Forman  and  Diane  Abbott,  is 
on  the  Bank.  The  MPs  cake  the 
view  that  the  Bank’s  closeness 
to  the  institutions  it  regulates, 
and  becauseof  its  proximity  to 
the  day-to-day  banking  mar¬ 
ket,  is  an  impediment  to  .  :  Leesotr  rogue  trader 
effective  regulation.  -  _  , . 

The  MPs  described  die  The  Bank  was  at  pains  to 
Bank  as  a  “cheerleader  for  the  say  this  was  not  a  recnminen- 
City"  and  in  aTinaHifte,  which  Ration,  only  a  comment  How- 
will  be  of  great  concern  to  ,  everj  privately  the.  Bank  is 
Michael  Foot,  the  Bank's  di- .  -  seething  about  the  comments 
rector  of  banking  supervision^  ofthe  MPs,  who  it  feels  do  not 
the  report  says  that  to  “bring  understand  the  Banks  special 
about  the  necessary  cultural  _  role  in  the  UK  financial  mar- 
change,  banking  supervision  kec,:  a  role  that,  is  unique 
will  have  to  be  taken  away  among  leading  financial  regu- 
from  the  Bank  of  England.**  fetors.  Officials  pointed  to  the 


Michael  Foot,  head  of  supervision,  a  role  MPS  suggest  may  come  to  an  end 


Bank's  statute,  which  defines 
oaeof  its  roles  as  making  sure 
that  the  finantial  infrastruc¬ 
ture  cd  die  City  is  m  pfece  The 
Bank  sees  this  as  a  role 
completely  at  odds  with  die 
idea  that  it  could  be  a  “cheer¬ 
leader"  for  any  particular 
inanitions. 

The  MPs  attacked  the  Bank 
for  its  failure  to  coordinate  the 


regulation  of  Barings  and  said 
there  was  a  question  of  “too 
many  cooks".  It  records  that 
dfe  Singapore  investigators 
gained  “limited  assistance" 
from  the  Bank  and  suspects 
that  the  two  regulators  were 
working  in  competition  rather 
than  co-ordination,  adding 
that  the  evidence  of  Eddie 
George,  the  Governor  of  the 


Bank,  “failed  to  allay  our 
concerns  in  this  respect". 
Though  the  Bank  does  not 
accept  this  criticism,  a  spokes¬ 
man  said:  “We  have  long 
recognised  that  there  is  a  need 
for  improved  regulatory  co¬ 
ordination  and,  since  the  cob 
lapse  of  Barings,  we  have  been 
working  hard  at  ways  of 
taking  that  forward." 


George:  cheerleader 

Since  Nick  Leeson,  a  rogue 
dealer,  caused  the  collapse  of 
223-year-old  Barings.  How¬ 
ard  Davies,  die  deputy  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Bank,  has  joined  the 
Securites  &  Investment  Board, 
the  lead  regulator  for  financial 
markets,  and  Sir  Andrew 
Large,  chairman  of  the  SIB. 
has  joined  the  Board  of  Bank¬ 
ing  Supervision.  In  a  speech 


MPs  leave  questionmark 


over 


How  they  reacted  to  the 
findings  of  the  report 


The  Bank  of  England’s 
future  role:  “Hie  Bank  needs 
to  demonstrate  that  is  is  able 
to  separate  its  supervisory 
functions  from  its  other  func¬ 
tions  and  avoid  any  possible 
weakening  of  frs  regulatory 
effectiveness  due  to  its  proxim¬ 
ity  to  die  day  to  day  banking 
market.  Otherwise  it  may  be 
that  in  order  to  bring  about 
the  necessary  cultural  change 
hanking  supervision  will  have 
to  be  taken  away  from  the 
Bank  of  England."  _  _ 

The  Bank's  coordinating 
role:  “We  are  concerned  that 


Nadir  aide 
refused  bail 

ELIZABETH  FORSYTH, 
the  former  AsD  Nadir  aide 
saving  five  years  in  prison 
for  handling  stolen  funds, 
has  foiled  in  an  attempt  to 
be  released  on  ball  pend¬ 
ing  an  appeal  next  month. 

The  court  bafl  applica¬ 
tion  by  Forsyth,  59,  came- 
six  months  after  her  con¬ 
viction  on  two.  counts  -of 
handling  £400.000  stolen 
from  Polly  Peck  Interna¬ 
tional.  Her  counsel  argued 
for  her  release  from  an 
open  prison  near  -Roch¬ 
ester.  Kent  on  health 

grounds.  Forsyth  has  had 

a  worrying  rise  in  blooj 

pressure  and  is  concerned 

about  her  elderiy  mother 
m  Essex. 


at  tiroes  there  may  be  too 
many  codes,  and  those  with 
front  line  expertise  may  be 
excluded  from  international 
discussions.  Furthermore,  We 
remain  surprised  that  the 
Bank,  as  lead  regulator  of 
Barings,  did  not  co-ordinate 
the  response." 

The  Securities  &  Futures 
Authority.  “We  note  .with  con¬ 
cern  that  a  virit  to  Barings  was 
conducted  by  the  SFA  in 
January  1995  and  that  the  lade 
of  internal  controls  and  man¬ 
agement  weaknesses  went 
undetected." 


The  auditors,  Coopers  & 
Lybrand:  “One  of  the  key 
checks,  that  of  the  auditors, 
upon  which  shareholders 
should  be  able  to  rely,  foiled 
over  a  number  of  years  to 
reweal  weak  internal  controls 
and  resulting  unauthorised 
behaviour." 

TheTreasuiy’s  role:  “Ministe¬ 
rial  responsibility  for  all  as¬ 
pects  of  financial  regulation 
and  supervision,  including  the 
prudential  supervision  of  the  • 
insurance  industry,  should  be 
transferred  to  HM  Treasury 
at  foe  earliest  opportunity." 


Selloff  proceeds 
flatter  PSBR 

By  Janet  Bush,  economics  correspondent 


GOVERNMENT  borrowing 
totalled  £2.6  bOlicn  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  with  continuing  overruns 
in  public  spending  bang  dis¬ 
guised  by  proceeds  from  the 
safe  of  Ministry  of  Defence 
married  quarters.  . 

The  Public  Sector  Borrow¬ 
ing  Requirement  was  exactly 
in  line  with  CSty  expectations, 
which  broadly  endorses  the 
Treasury's  view  that  it  is  on 
track  to  meet  its  £26.4  billion 
projection  for  the  whole  year. 

•  Cumulative  borrowing  over 
the  first  eight  months  totalled 
£13.9  billion,  compared  with 
£22.4  billion  over  the.  same 
period  last  yew.  Taking  out 


privatisation  proceeds,  the  im¬ 
provement  has  been  less  dra¬ 
matic;  but  still  marked.  This 
year,  cumulative  borrowing 
has  totalled  £17.8  billion, 
against  £22.4  billion  last  year. 

Public  spending  is  35  per 
cent  higher  titan  a  year  ago  — 
once  die  MoD  sale  is  stripped 
mt-r  against  the  Chancellor's 
hopes  of  containing  it  at 
growth  of  around  225  per 
cent  The  MoD  sale  counts  as 
“negative"  spending  in  the 
Government's  accounting. . 

However,  disappointment 
on  spending  is  being  made  up 
'  for  by  healthier  than  expected 
tax  receipts. 


The  Bank  of  England:  “The 
report  identifies  some  of  the 
dilemmas  that  face  regulators 
and  we  welcome  it  as  a 
constructive  contribution  to 
the  debate." 

Coopers  &  lybrand:  “We 
were  not  responsible  for  the 
collapse  of  Barings.  It  col¬ 
lapsed  because  of  manage¬ 
ment  failure.  That  is  why  we 
have  issued  proceedings 
against  nine  former  directors 
and  employees." 

The  Securites  &  Futures  Au¬ 
thority.  “The  report  is  wel¬ 
come  as  an  acknowledgement 


Strike  vote  at 
Lloyds  TSB 

WORKERS  at  Lloyds  TSB 
have  voted  in  favour  of 
taking  strike  action  in  pro¬ 
test  at  the  bank’s  dedsioo  to 
open  branches  until  430pm 
on  Christinas  Eve.  The 
Banking  Insurance  and  Fi¬ 
nance  Union  balloted  18,000 
of  Lloyds  TSB’s  40,000  staff! 
Sixty  five  per  cent  of  the  37 

gar  cent  who  voted,  voted  m 
vour  of  strike  action  on 
Christmas  Eve, 

The  bank  said:  “We  are  a 
retailer.  All  other  retailers 
are  open  on  Christmas  Eve, 
so  we  should  be  open.  Only 
about 4,000  of  the  staff  voted 
in  favour.  Most  of  our  staff 
have  an  interest  in  serving 
our  customers." 

Pennington,  page  25 


of  the  difficulties  that  face  all 
financial  regulators." 

Tun  Yea.  Conservative  MP 
for  South  Suffolk  and  former 
chairman  of  the  Treasury 
Select  Committee:  “We  must 
ensure  that  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  overhauls  its  approach  to 
supervision  or  that  responsi¬ 
bility  should  be  given  to 
another  body. 

“The  Bank  needs  to  revise 
its  role  fundamentally.  While 
we  have  not  set  a  timetable  for 
the  Bank  to  take  action,  we 
would  tike  to  see  a  positive 
reaction  from  the  Governor." 


Barry  Legge.  Conservative 
MP  for  MO  ton  Keynes  SW: 
“The  Bank  of  England  didn't 
give  information  to  the  Singa¬ 
pore  inspectors  represented  by 
Price  Waterhouse.  This  obvi¬ 
ously  caused  a  lot  of  bad 
feeling.  Eddie  George  denied 
the  problem  existed.  We 
weren't  convinced." 

The  British  Bankers  Associ¬ 
ation  said  that  the  failure  of 
Barings  could  be  seen  as  a 
success  of  the  system. 

“You  shouldn't  guarantee 
that  a  bank  can  never  fail,”  it 
said. 
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Sheffield  United 
joins  stock  market 


By  Jason  Nisse 


SHEFFIELD  UNITED  will 
become  the  sixth  football  dub 
to  join  the  stock  market  today 
when  it  reveals  a  £215  mil¬ 
lion  reverse  takeover  of  Con¬ 
rad,  the  leisurewear  group 
best  known  for  Le  Coq 
Sportif. 

Conrad  is  faying  £95  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  Nationwide  First 
Division  dub  and  the  com¬ 
bined  group  will  immediate¬ 
ly  launch  a  £JZ  million  rights 
issue  to  fund  development  of 
United's  ground  at  BramhaU 
Lane  in  central  Sheffield. 

The  plan  is  to  create  a 
40,000  all-seat  stadium  and 
develop  the  17-acre  site  where 


new  year 


By  Philip  BaSSctt 

INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR  . 

YOU  MAY  WANT  a  winter 
holiday.  Your 

want  a  game  computer.  John 
Major  and  Tony  Bfojr  botit 

want  to  be  Pnme.  Mmirier. 
But.  in  the  new  year,  whatdo 
many  of  Britain’s  construction 
workers  want?  They  want  to 
fire  someone.  .  .  ,  A  _ 

With  Christmas,  out  of  me 
way.  January  is  a  traditional 

f  t? 


month  for.  employees  to  be 
pushed  out  towards  foe  dole 
queue:  However,  as  the  festive 
season  approaches,  a  new 
survey  shews  that  in  the 
building  industiy  .at  least 
some  emptoyees’thoughts  are 
turning  to  the  sack— pving  it 
not  getting  it 

Hays  Montrose,  me  recruit- 
mept  consultant  which  speci¬ 
alises  in  the  ronstritotion  and 
property  industries,  surveyed^ 
sample  of  560  employees  work- 


ing  in  building  about  what 
they  wanted  in  foe  new  year. 

More  than  half  want  a  pay 
rise,  and  more  than  a  third  are 
thinking  about  switching  job. 

However,  as  many  as  14  per 
cent  of  those  surveyed  are 
looking  forward  to  firing 
someone  —  perhaps  anyone. 

In  Scotland,  the  propur liun 
of  would-be  sackers  is  higher 
still,  at  22  per  cent,  and  even 
on  foe  more,  sedate  South. 
Coast  of  England,  firers  total 

i* 


18  per  cent  of  those  surveyed. 
In  foe  sedate  Home  Counties, 
the  figure  drops  to  13  per  cent 
and  m  foe  phlegmatic  Mid¬ 
lands  only  6  per  cent  of 
construction  employees  want 
to  fire  someone. 

Robin  Smith,  managing 
director  of  Hays  Montrose, 
said:  “Although,  at  14  percent, 
the  desire  to  fire  someone  was 
relatively  low  on  the  scale  of 
priorities  for  next  year,  it  is 
still  a  surprisingly  large  mi¬ 


nority  and  indicates  that,  in 
the  tightly-run  property  and 
construction  companies  of  the 
1990s.  people  are  not  prepared 
to  put  up  with  anyone  who 
does  not  pull  their  weight.” 

Curiously,  four-fifths  of  the 
workers  surveyed  say  they  ex¬ 
pect  the  jobs  situation  in  foe 
construction  industry  to  be'sig- 
nificandy"  better  in  1997  than 
this  year.  Unless,  of  course, 
those  aching  to  axe  someone  get 
their  new  year  wish. 


United  is  si  mated.  United  also 
hopes  to  be  promoted  to  the 
Premiership  and  is  offering 
share  incentives  to  Howard 
Kendall,  its  football  manager, 
and  some  of  the  players  if  they 
achieve  this. 

The  deal  has  been  on  the 
cards  for  two  months,  but  was 
held  up  while  a  deal  was 
strudk  to  buy  out  a  10  per  cent 
stake  in  United  owned  by 
Stephen  Hinchliffe,  foe  busi¬ 
nessman  whose  collapsed  Fa- 
da  empire  is  bring  invest¬ 
igated  by  foe  Serious  Fraud 
Office. 

Mike  McDonald,  the  Man¬ 
chester  businessman  who  took 
control  of  United  two  years 
ago.  will  be  non-executive 
chairman  of  the  quoted  com¬ 
pany.  to  be  renamed  Sheffield 
United. 

Charles  Great,  foe  chief 
executive  of  United,  wifi  take 
that  post  in  the  quoted  com¬ 
pany.  while  lan  Townsend, 
Conrad's  finance  director,  will 
keep  his  position. 

.  Mike  Edelsan.  Conrad's 
chief  executive,  is  stepping 
down  because  of  a  conflict  of 
interest,  being  a  main  board 
director  of  Manchester 
United. 

However,  he  will  remain 
involved  for  some  time,  large¬ 
ly  to  negotiate  property  deals. 

k 


last  week.  Mr  Davies  noted 
that  although  banks  were 
different  from  securities  firms, 
foe  organisations  are  converg¬ 
ing  and  supervision  may  go 
the  same  way. 

The  MPs  said  foal  it  would 
improve  co-ordination  in  reg¬ 
ulation  if  responsibility  was 
put  under  one  Government 
department  and  recommend¬ 
ed  that  the  Treasury',  not  the 
Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry,  was  given  the  role. 

To  date  there  has  been  only 
one  casualty  at  the  Bank  of 
England.  Christopher  Thomp¬ 
son,  who  resigned  in  the 
summer  of  1995. 

The  report  was  critical  of  the 
role  of  Coopers  &  Lybrand.  the 
auditors  of  Barings.  A  key 
recommendation  of  the  MPs  is 
that  reports  under  Section  39 
of  the  Banking  Act.  which  are 
conducted  at  the  request  of  foe 
Bank  when  it  has  concerns 
about  a  financial  institution 
which  it  regulates,  should  be 
done  by  a  seperate  firm  of 
accountants  than  the  auditors. 
“This  would  avoid  any  real  or 
apparent  conflict  of  interest." 
said  the  report  This  was  not 
accepted  by  the  Bank,  those  it 
regulates  or  foe  accountants. 

Coopers  said:  “This  only 
adds  value  in  exceptional 
cases.  We  do  not  accept  that 
any  real  conflict  of  interest 
exists  where  this  is  not  the 
case  “Coopers  added  that  that 
the  real  issue  was  that  al¬ 
though  foe  Bank  of  England 
sets  foe  broad  guidelines  for  a 
Section  39  report  foe  detail  is 
left  to  the  bank,  which  is 
paying  the  auditor. 

The  British  Banking  Associ¬ 
ation  was  concerned  that  foe 
move  could  raise  auditing 
costs  without  adding  value. 
Many  Section  39  reports  costs 
over  £250.000  and  one  is 
believed  to  have  cost  £750,000. 

The  Bank  also  expressed 
concern  about  the  cost  of  the 
reports  and  whether  bringing 
an  external  accountant  in  to 
report  would  lose  the  close¬ 
ness  and  knowledge  of  foe 
bank  that  foe  auditor  had. 

PenuB^on.  page  25 
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On  the  rails 

More  than  100.000 
pensioners  could  sue  for  their 
share  of  a  £500  million 
surplus  in  foe  British  Rail 
pension  fund.  Aslef  and  RMT, 
foe  railway  workers'  unions, 
said  they  would  be  prepared 
m  take  legal  action  to  recover 
money  they  regarded  as  due 
to  pensioners. 

Page  24 

Metal  bashing 

FKI,  foe  engineering  group, 
launched  a  hostile  bid  for 
Newman  Tonks  after  winning 
the  support  of  the  largest 
investors  of  foe  building 
materials  group. 
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News  Corp 
in  Japan 
venture 

The  News  Corporation 
and  Softbank  of  Japan 
yesterday  launched  Japan 
Sky  Broadcasting,  a  tele¬ 
vision  company  that  will 
provide  the  platform  for 
hundreds  of  new  digital 
satellite  channels. 

News  Corp.  parent  com¬ 
pany  of  The  Times,  and 
Softbank,  Japan's  largest 
computer  software  pub¬ 
lisher,  own  an  equal  share 
in  JSkyB.  which  is  to  begin 
broadcasting  in  April  1998. 

The  two  companies  are 
also  to  create  a  joint  ven¬ 
ture  called  Sky  Entertain¬ 
ment,  which  has  applied  to 
broadcast  12  channels  on 
the  JSkyB  satellite.  Sky 
Entertainment  will  be 
owned  19.9  per  cent  by 
News  Corp  and  80.1  per 
cent  by  Softbank. 

Digital  TV 
rules  changed 

The  Government  has  am¬ 
ended  its  digital  television 
regulations  to  include 
tougher  safeguards  against 
anti-competitive  behaviour 
in  the  supply  of  conditional 
access  services. 

The  regulations,  laid  be¬ 
fore  Parliament  yesterday, 
require  potential  digital  tele¬ 
vision  service  entrants  such 
as  BSkyB  to  provide  fair, 
reasonable  and  non-dis- 
cnminalory  access  to  all 
operators  before  its  own 
services  are  up  and  run¬ 
ning.  BSkyB  is  40-per  cent 
owned  by  News  Interna¬ 
tional,  owner  of  The  Times. 

Jobs  forecast 

Britain's  small  firms  are 
unlikely  to  be  the  principal 
source  of  sustained  new 
jobs,  a  study  from  die 
Employment  Policy  Insti¬ 
tute.  the  jobs  think-tank, 
says  today. 

Job  promises,  page  27 

Firms  merge 

Cameron  Marfcby  Hewitt 
and  McKenna  &  Co,  two  of 
the  City's  leading  law  firms, 
are  to  merge.  Cameron  Mc¬ 
Kenna  will  be  the  UK’S 
eighth-largest  law  firm. 

Costain  deal 

Costain  has  won  a  £30 
million  contract  to  build  a 
railway  engineering  work¬ 
shop  and  associated  hous¬ 
ing  in  Malaysia. 


Sir  Paul  Nicholson,  Vaux  chairman,  yesterday  when  he  unveiled  full-year  profits  up  9  per  cent  to  £35  milllion 


Pensioners  may  sue  over 
BR  fund’s  £500m  surplus 


By  Marianne  Curphey 
and  Jonathan  Prvnn 

MORE  than  100,000  pension¬ 
ers  could  sue  for  their  share  of 
a  E500  million  surplus  in  the 
British  Rail  pension  fund,  it 
emerged  yesterday. 

Aslef  and  RMT,  the  railway 
workers'  unions,  said  that  they 
would  be  prepared  to  take 
legal  action  to  recover  money 
they  regarded  as  due  to  pen¬ 
sioners.  Aslef  claimed  that  one 
privatised  company.  Conn  ex 
South  Central,  was  already 
considering  withdrawing  con¬ 


tributions  to  its  pensions 
scheme.  Connex  confirmed 
last  night  that  the  company's 
pension  committee  would  look 
at  the  issue,  but  said  it  was 
currently  bong  drawn  up  and 
had  not  yet  slatted  talks  with 
the  fond. 

Save  Our  Railways,  the 
campaign  group,  complained 
that  privatised  rail  firms 
would  be  able  to  use  die 
surplus  from  the  pension  fond 
to  boost  profits  or  take  pen¬ 
sions  “holidays".  The  £500 
million  surplus  accumulated 
after  the  fund  made  a  number 


of  successful  investments.  The 
size  of  the  surplus  became 
dear  alter  an  assessment  of 
the  value  of  the  £8  billion 
pension  fond  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Actuary's  Department 
The  Government  denied 
claims  that  it  was  sanctioning 
a  pensions  “sweetener"  for  the 
privatised  rail  companies.  Sir 
George  Young.  Transport  Sec¬ 
retary.  said  that  railway  pen¬ 
sion  funds  would  remain 
under  die  management  of  an 
independent  trustee  company, 
which  must  agree  how  any 
surplus  is  distributed.  About 


Misys  buys  in  US  and  France 


MISYS.  the  computer  soft¬ 
ware  and  services  company, 
yesterday  announced  acquisi¬ 
tions  in  America  and  France 
worth  an  initial  £36.6  million 
(Martin  Barrow  writes). 

The  company  is  buying 
Summit  Systems,  a  private 
company  based  in  New  York 
that  sells  integrated  financial 
derivatives  trading  software. 


It  is  also  buying  Quotient 
France  SA,  which  supplies 
Summit  products  to  European 
capital  markets. 

To  effect  the  plan  Misys  is 
acquiring  Finance  Informa¬ 
tion  et  Technologie.  which 
owns  31.6  per  cent  of  Summit 
and  40  per  cent  of  Quotient. 
Summit  private  investors  own 
the  rest;  Misys  already  holds 


60  per  cent  of  Quotient  Misys 
has  agreed  to  pay  up  to  £112 
million  in  long-term  incentive 
payments  to  certain  Summit 
and  Quotient  employees  if  the 
business  fulfills  targets  over 
the  next  three  years.  In  1995 
Summit  earned  £2.4  million 
pre-tax  profits  and  Quotient 
£1.8  million  in  the  year  to  the 
end  of  March. 
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125,000  pensioners  who  re¬ 
tired  before  1994  will  not  be 
affected,  but  more  than 
100.000  who  have  retired  since 
then  could  receive  fewer  bene¬ 
fits  if  the  entire  surplus  is 
distributed  to  shareholders. 

Sir  George  said  he  believed 
it  was  perfectly  in  order  for 
any  surplus  to  be  shared 
between  members  and  em¬ 
ployers.  “What  has  tradition¬ 
ally  happened  is  that  the 
surplus  has  been  split  60:40 
between  the  employer  and 
employee  —  privatisation  has 
not  changed  that."  he  said. 

However.  Save  Our  Rail¬ 
ways  said  the  rail  companies 
would  be  pocketing  cash  that 
should  have  been  used  to 
improve  pensions  and  benefits 
for  existing  staff  and  future 
pensioners.  Peter  Rayner. 
chairman  of  the  British  Trans¬ 
port  Pensioners  Federation, 
said  pensioners  should  benefit. 

Jimmy  Knapp.  General-Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  RMT,  said  it 
would  consider  whatever  ac¬ 
tion  was  necessary  to  defend 
pensioners'  interests. 

Pennington,  page  25 


Vaux  in 
talks  over 
non-core 
assets 

By  Aiasdair  Murray 

SIR  PAUL  NICHOLSON, 
the  chairman  of  Vaux  Group. 

yesterday  said  that  the  brew¬ 
ing  and  hotel  company  was  in 
negotiations  to  sell  non-core 
assets  bat  was  not  prepared  to 
make  disposals  at  any  price. 

Vaux  has  put  its  nursing 
home  division  and  five  small¬ 
er  hotels,  with  a  total  book 
value  of  about  £50  million,  on 
the  market. 

Tbe  company  yesterday  un¬ 
veiled  a  9  per  cent  increase  in 
its  full-year  profits,  to  £35 
miUlioo.  Turnover  also  rose 
by  9  per  oent  to  E2S2  million. 

Profits  of  Swallow  Hotels 
rose  by  22  percent,  to  £24  mD- 
lioru  with  occupancy  up  from 
67.8  per  ceht  to  71.7  per  cent. 

Vaux  said  that  it  planned  to 
add  300  rooms  to  the  30- 
strong  hotel  chain  by  build¬ 
ing  new  hotels  in. Liverpool 
and  Huntingdon.  The  com¬ 
pany  aims  to  invest  £21  mil¬ 
lion  on  upgrading  Swallow 
sites  this  year. 

The  •  brewery  .  division 
raised  its  profits  by  26  per 
cent  to  £45  million,  after  a  re¬ 
organisation  dial  resulted  in 
major  cost  savings.  Owiv- 
brand  beer  sales  rose  by  1  per 
cent  overalL  but  margins  in 
tbe  free  pub  and  dub  market 
continued  to  suffer  from 
heavy  discounting.  Vaux  said 
that  its  new  brands. 
Lambton's  bitter  and  the 
smooth  brew  version  of  Dou¬ 
ble  Maxim,  had  started  well 
and  were  benefiting  from  £3 
million  of  advertising. 

The  managed  pub  division, 
which  includes  165  pubs,  in¬ 
creased  profits  by  17  per  cent 
to  £9  million.  Vaux  aims  to 
increase  its  managed  pubs  by 
25  this  year,  induding  five 
new  builds. 

Profits  from  the  700-strong 
tenanted  pub  estate  fell  by  12 
per  cent,  to  £12.9  million, 
because  of  heavy  investment, 
although  the  company  said 
that  it  should  benefit  from  the 
expenditure  this  year. 

Sir  Paul  said  that  current- 
year  trading  has  started  well 
and  that,  a Q  (he  businesses 
have  good  prospects. 

Tbe  total  dividend  is  being 
increased  by  4  per  cent,  to 
10.6p.  A  final  dividend  of  7.04p 
is  payable  on  February  6. 

Vaux  shares  fell  5p.  to  dose 
at2S24p. 
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Fairey  makes 
surprise  bid 
for  Burnfield 


By  Martin  Barrow 


FAIREY  GROUP,  the  indus¬ 
trial  electronics  and  spedalist 
engineering  company,  has 
launched  a  surprise  ESI. I  mil¬ 
lion  takeover  bid  for 
Burnfield,  the  engineering 
business. 

Burnfield.  whose  chairman 
is  Brian  McGowan,  urged 
shareholders  to  reject  the 
offer,  setting  the  scene  for  an 
acrimonious  takeover  battle. 

Fairey’s  bid  is  conditional 
on  Burnfield  shareholders  vot¬ 
ing  against  the  proposed  £24 


McGowan:  urges  rejection 


million  purchase  of  Ling  Dy¬ 
namics  and  accompanying 
£20 .3  million  rights  issue. 
These  were  announced  on 
Friday  and  an  extraordinary 
meeting  has  been  convened 
for  December  30. 

Fairey  wants  to  combine  its 
easting  process  technology 
businesses  with  Beta  and  Mal¬ 
vern,  Burnfidd'S  two  main 
subsidiaries. 

However,  Fairey  contends 
that  the  Ling  purchase  will  be 
heavily  dilutive  and  serve  as  a 
digression  from  Bumfidd’s 
existing  businesses. 

Fairey  is  offering  one  new 
share  for  every  four  Burnfield 
shares,  valuing  each  Burnfield 
share  at  145.9p.  There  is  a  full 
cash  alternative  of  I35p. 
Burnfield  investors  will'  also 
receive  the  final  dividend  of 
22p  a  share  as  forecast  by  the 
company. 

Burnfield  shares  rose  36p  to 
I36p  yesterday.  The  shares 
had  fallen  from  fillip  since 
Friday  in  response  to  the 
rights  issue  of  new  shares  at 
90p  each.  Fairey  shares  fefl 
1*2  p  to  582p  yesterday. 

Mr  McGowan,  who  holds 
about  a  million  Bumfidd 
shares,  said  that  Fairey  was 
offering  a  knockdown  price. 


Higgs  and  Hill  sells 
its  construction  arm 

A  PREMIER  league  of  contractors' In  UK  construction  is 
squeezing  out  medium-sited  companies,  John  Theakston.  chief 
executive  of  Higgs  and  HD1,  the  construction,  properly  and 
homes  company,  said  yesterday  as  it  announced  the  sale  of  its 
troubled  construction  division  to  Hollandsche  Be  ton  Groep.  of 
The  Netherlands,  for  £28.5  million,  subject  to  shareholders* 
approval.  Higgs  and  Hill  is  set  to  receive  only  Eb  million  from 
the  sale,  after  balances  between  the  two  companies  are  settled. 

Mr  Theakston  said  die  division,  which  had  turnover  of  £292 
million  last  year,  could  not  compete  with  international  firms 
for  UK  contracts  without  major  financial  backing.  Thedivision 
last  year  had  losses  of  £S3  milllion,  and  exceptional  costs  of 
£7.1  million;  the  sale  will  let  it  seek  contracts  as  part  of 
Hollandsche  Beton^  British  operations,  whose  turnover  is 
about  £500  million  a  year.  After  the  sale.  Higgs  and  Hill  will 
call  itself  Swan  HiD,  and  focus  on  its  profitable  property  and 
homes  divisions,  including  Carter  Commercial  Developments. 

Kunick  takes  half  stake 

KUNICK,  the  gaming  company,  is  paying  £3.4  million  for  a 
50  per  cent  stake  in  Bell-Fruit  Manufacturing.  Gauselmann, 
the  German  amusement  machine  company,  is  buying  the 
other  half.  Kunick.  which  is  the  largest  purchaser  of  gaming 
machines  in  the  UK.  also  reported  a  10  per  cent  increase  in 
pre-tax  profits  to  £9.1  million  in  the  year  to  September  30. 
Turnover  rage  19  per  cent  to  £119  million.  The  total  dividend 
rises  17  per  cent  to  0.7p  a  share  with  a  final  dividend  of  0.4p, 
due  March  3. 

Novartis  deal  approved 

AMERICA’S  Federal  Trade  Commission  has  ruled  that  Ciba- 
Geigy  and  Sandoz  can  merge  to  form  the  world's  second- 
largest  pharmaceuticals  group  if  they  sell  certain  businesses. 
Novartis,  the  name  of  the  merged  Swiss  companies,  will  be 
exceeded  in  size  only  by  Glaxo  Wellcome.  The  FTC  requires 
Novartis  to  sell  or  license  products  in  three  areas  in  which 
Ciba  and  Sandoz  overlapped.  Sandoz’s  North  American  com 
herbicide  operation  is  to  be  the  largest  sale,  at  $780  million. 

Mersey  strike  offer 

THE  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Company  has  made  an 
“ultimate  closing  offer”  to  329  sacked  dockers,  in  the  latest 
attempt  to  end  a  15-month  dispute,  of  £25,000  severance 
payment  or  the  chance  to  apply  for  one  of  up  to  40  jobs  in  the 
port  They  will  also  be  given  a  special  £3,000  payment  for  a 
12-week  fixed  contract  of  employment  during  which  they  will 
not  have  to  work.  The  dockers  have  been  given  until 
December  31  to  conduct  a  secret  ballot  on  the  offer. 

Eurotherm  on  lookout 

EUROTHERM  will  focus  on  acquisitions  as  part  of  a 
strategic  review,  after  last  summer’s  boardroom  clash.  With 
cash  balances  of  £34  million,  the  electronics  manufacturer 
has  pronounced  itself  “abbs  to  grasp  opportunities  should 
they  arise”.  In  the  year  to  October  31,  pretax  profits  rose  to 
£372  million  (£341  million)  and  earnings  per  share  grew  10 
per  cant  to  27.6p.  The  dividend  was  increased  to  9p  (7_5p). 
with  a  5p  final  due  on  February  28. 

Sherwood  shares  hit 

SHARES  of  Sherwood  Group,  the  clothing  manufacturer,  fell 
30  per  cent  to  a  fiveyear  low  of  41  bp  yesterday  after  the  com¬ 
pany  issued  its  second  profit  warning  in  six  months.  Pre-tax 
profits  in  tire  second  half  are  set  to  be  well  below  the  £3.75  mil¬ 
lion  reported  in  September  for  the  first  half.  Full-year  profits 
will  indude  E3.1  million  reorganisation  costs,  £23  million  of 
which  will  be  in  the  second  half.  The  company  plans  to 
maintain  the  total  dividend  for  the  year  at  the  1995  level  of  3.6p. 

Aberdeen  ‘squeezes’  fees 

ABERDEEN  TRUST  saw  a  26  p^r  cenr  rise  in  pretax  profits 
to  £7  million  for  the  year  to  September  30  but  said  it  had 
squeezed  as  much  income  from  fund  management  fees  as 
was  possible.  It  would  now  have  to  exploit  opportunities  for 
growth  in  the  US.  Singapore  and  the  UK.  The  loss  of  £120 
million  Lloyd's  funds  to  Equitas  meant  overall  funds  under 
management  grew  £137  million  to  £2,84  billion.  A  final 
dividend  of  22p,  payable  March  5.  is  28  per  cent  higher. 

UB  sells  Ross  for  £44m 

MANAGERS  of  the  Ross  frozen  vegetables  firm  have  bought 
the  business  from  United  Biscuits  for  £44  million.  They  have 
formed  a  new  company,  RVP  Foods,  which  is  supported  by 
the  private  equity  arm  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Switzerland. 
Proceeds  from  the  sale  will  be  used  to  repay  United  Biscuits’ 
borrowings.  Last  year.  Ross  had  sales  of  £56.1  million  and 
operating  profits  of  £63  null  ion.  It  has  net  assets  of  E11.4 
million.  The  disposal  will  lead  to  a  write-off  of  £51  million. 

Coats  Viyella  lifted 

SHARES  of  Coats  Viyella.  the  largest  supplier  of  clothing  to 
Marks  &  Spencer,  rose  5p  from  a  five-year  low  of  122p  after  the 
company  said  lower  raw  material  prices  should  offset  tight 
margins  to  produce  second  half  operating  profits  similar  to 
those  of  last  year.  Ladieswear  sales  were  strong  but  knitwear 
and  men's  and  children's  clothing  has  been  disappointing.  A 
steady  second  half  will  still  mean  lower  foil-year  profits  as 
interim  earnings  were  34  per  cent  lower  at  E47  million. 

Severn  Trent  buyback 

SEVERN  TRENT,  the  water  company  barred  last  month 
from  bidding  for  South  West  Water,  yesterday  added  to  the 
utilities’  shareholder  bonanza  with  a  £1213  million  buyback 
of  its  own  shares.  It  will  spend  further  cash  “as  appropriate”. 
The  company  bought  4.9  per  cent  of  its  shares  in  the  market 
at  675p  after  an  announcement  last  month  that  it  would  buy 
back  10  per  cent  of  its  equity.  Severn  Trent  has  followed  other 
utilities  in  delivering  substantial  shareholder  returns. 


Staged  reductions  to  £330,000  planned 

Hanson  cuts  his  pay  packet 


By  George  Siveu. 

LORD  Hanson,  who  has 
slimmed  down  many  a  flabby 
enterprise  in  his  time,  is  to 
half  his  pay  packet  and  then 
half  il  again. 

Shareholders  are  told  in  the 
Hanson  annual  report  that  he 
halved  his  pay  with  effect 
from  October  1,  the  start  of  the 
new  financial  year,  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  demerger  of  Imper* 
LaL  the  tobacco  business,  and 
Millennium,  the  chemicals 
business. 

Hie  annual  report  shows 
Lord  Hanson's  salary  at 
£1320,000  for  the  year  to 


October  1996  and  says  that 
has  been  cut  to  £660.000  for 
the  current  financial  year.  The 
report  says  this  will  be  cut 
again  to  £330,000  when  The 
Energy  Group  is  demerged. 

The  report  shows  Derek 
Bonham,  the  Hanson  chief 
executive  and  the  highest  paid 
director  mentioned,  enjoying 
a  32  per  cent  rise  from 
£1123000  to  EL4S4.000  dol¬ 
ing  the  year.  Mr  Bonham  is 
also  chairman  of  Imperial 
and  is  to  become  chairman  of 
The  Energy  Group. 

Lord  Hanson  also  criticises 
tiie  stock  market's  poor  recep¬ 
tion  to  the  demerger.  He 


writes  to  shareholders:  “The 
performance  of  the  share 
price  is  of  over-riding  import 
lance  to  us  ail  and  has  been 
very  disappointing.  The  com¬ 
bined  value  of  Hanson  and 
the  demerged  companies  was 
I95p  on  December  1, 1995.  and 
now  stands  at  150p  (December 
5  figure.)  This  in  no  way 
represents  either  earning  ca¬ 
pacity  or  future  prospects." 

The  Energy  Group  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  be  demerged  eariv 
next  year.  Further  details  o'f 
its  results  to  September  1996 
and  its  future  plans  are  ex¬ 
pected  in  listing  particulars 
due  to  be  published  soon.  ■ 
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□  Northern  battle  nears  its  end  □  Fresh  wrangle  over  pension  rights  □  Bank  takes  flak  from  Barings 
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n  MOST  takeover  bids  workout  -w  "W 

ttieir  passage  in  their  stylised  m  A  /  m/%  A 

way.  with  die  usual  choreo-  m/m/  |1  I 

graphed  moves  and  counter-  m  _p ' 

moves  en  route,  which  are  of  - 

enormous  ftotinafion  to  the 
participants  and  to  the  industry 

of  advisers  who  earn  muJti-  since.  A  couple  of  precipitate 
million  pound  fees  but  of  limited  market  collapses  have  made 
interest  elsewhere.  We  had  two  6^  in  cash  iikb^  attractive  than 
such  yesterday,  a  couple  of  it  had  once  seemed.  The  bid, 
engineers  bidding  for  smaller  winch  had  been  expected  to  be 
and  less  successful  rivals.  blocked  by  Ian  Lang.  President 

Just  a  few,  however,  have  of  the  Board  ofTrade,  was  waved 
resonance  beyond  the  invest-  through.  Had  he  bid  lapsed, 
m&nt  community  and  their  Northern  shareholders  would 
respective  industries.  Forte  yer-  not  have  seen  the  money  any- 
sus  Granada  was  one_  such,  way.  But  its  clearance  also 
aiding  in  a  defeat  for  an  incum-  suggests  open  season  for  those 
bent  managemait  dial  had  three  other  regional  electricity 
played  the  loyalty  card  to  fund  companies  not  -yet  under  new 
managers  without  any  solid  ownership.  Expect  action  soon — 
achievements  to  back  this  up.  At  possibly  even  before  the  North- 
tne  time  there  was  much  talk  em  bid  closes, 
about  City  short-termism;  the  Clearance  raised  die  value  of 
improvements  Granada  .  has  such  businesses,  and  so  by 
achieved  since  suggest  that  sup-  extension  that  of  Northern.  If  the 
P°rt  for  Forte  management  CalEnergy  bid  foils,  the  theory 
would  have  meant  taking  a  long-  suggests,  there  will  be  another 
term  view  to  excess.  along  in  rf»*»  course  —  possibly 

Some  similar  arguments  are  even  from  the  same  bidder  at  a 
being  fielded  in  the  CalEnergy  higher  price,  if  agreed.  This  is 
bid  for  Northern  Electric.  It  is  a  allowed  under  Takeover  Panel 


When  small  investors  count 
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case  of  cash  now,  or  support  for  a 
management  that  has  don? 
about  all  it  humanly  can  to 
provide  the  maximum  share¬ 
holder  value  as  an  alternative. 

CalEnergy 's  650p  terras  were 
initially  seat  as  unattractive. 
Two  new  factors  have  intervened 
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FKI’s  bid 
for  Tonks 
is  rejected 


By  Oliver  August. 


FKJ,  the  engineering  group, 
yesterday  launched  a  hostile 
bid  for  Newman  Tonks  after 
winning  the  support  of  the 
largest  shareholders  of  die 
budding  materials  group. 

The  cash-and-shares  offer 
values  Newman  Tonks  at 
□95.7  million.  Alternatively. 
fA  shareholders  could  take 
£182.6  million  in  cash. 

FKJ  had  been  contemplat¬ 
ing  a  bid  for  three  years,  and 
decided  to  go  ahead  only  after 
gaining  firm  undertakings 
from  M&G  and  Britannic 
Assurance,  which  hold  a  total 
of  13.4  per  cent  -pf  Newman 
Tonks's  equity. 

M&G.  which  is  Newman 
Tonks's  largest  shareholder, 
with  more  than  II  per  cent  is 
irrevocably  committed  to  ac¬ 
cepting  the  offer  after  years  of , 
support  for  the  Newman 
Tonks  board. 

M&Cs  move  was  regarded 
as  highly  significant  in  the 
City.  Nigel  Harrison,  of  Wil¬ 
liams  de  Brae,  the  stockbro¬ 
ker,  said  that  MAG's  change 
of  mind  bode  well  for  FKI. 

Newman  Tonks  shares  rose 
from  l29ptol49hp,justsbyof 
FKI’S  150p-per-share  offer. 

Jeff  Whalley,  FKI  chair¬ 
man.  said:  “Newman  Tonks 
|  represents  an  excellent  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  expand  our  hard¬ 
ware  business  internationally 
and  in  new  sectors  of  the 
market.  We  have  proven  our 


Nursing 
homes  ‘in 
decline’ 

By  Eric  Reguly 

GOLDSBOROUGH  Health¬ 
care  predicted  yesterday  that 
profit  margins  in  its  nursing 
homes  division  would  contin¬ 
ue  to  come  under  pressure 
because  of  flat  or  declining 
occupancy  rates. 

Graham  Smith,  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  said  funding  uncertain¬ 
ties  from  local  authorities  had 
%  reduced  nursing  home  occu¬ 
pancy  rates  from  92 5  percent 

last  year  to  90  per  cent  now. 

The  nursing  homes  divi¬ 
sion,  which  includes  care 
homes,  reported  a  6  per  rent 
decline  in  operating  profits,  to 
■  *4.5  million,  in  the  y637"  10 
September  30. 

was  more  than  offeetby  ****** 

performances  from  the  bosg- 
tal  and  home  care  business. 
Pre-tax  profits  rose  11  per  cent 

B  to  £5.9  mfliion  on  turnover  of 

£68.7  million,  up.34  per  rent. 
The  final  dividend,  to  tie 
r  paiTOTTbruaty2S.mes  l0 

c  per  cent  to  2.97p^ma]ang  the 
total  dividend  429p. 
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ability  to  enhance  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  our  core  businesses 
in  recent  years,  and  I  am 
confident  that  Newman 
Tonks's  results  can  be  signifi¬ 
cantly  improved  under  our 
management."  ' 

Mr  Whalley  said  that  New¬ 
man  Tonks's  operating  mar¬ 
gins,  earnings  per  share  and 

dividend  had  all  fallen  by  at 
least  11  per  cent  since  1992. 

If  flie  bid  succeeds,  die 
enlarged  FKI  group  would 
have  a  stranger  focus  on 
hardware  supplies  and  double 

its  present  hardware  turnover. 

Whereas  Newman  Tonks  pp- 
erates  primarily  in  Europe,  89 
per  cent  of  FKI’s;  hardware 
business  is  in  America. 

Newman  Tonks.  responded 
to  the  bid  by  branding  it 
“opportunistic",  and  saying 
that  it  undervalued  its  busi¬ 
nesses. 

The  company advised 
shareholders  to  reject  the  offer 
and  take  no  immediate  action. 

The  money  payable  under 
the  cash  alternative  will  be 
funded  from  existing  cash 
resources  and  through  a.  folly 
underwritten  conditional 
rights  issue  of  up  to  two  new 
FKI  shares  for  every  13  east¬ 
ing  EKI  shares  at  175p  per 
store. 

FKI  shares  dosed  at  196b  p. 
down  from  200pi 
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Securicor 
squeezed  by 
competition 

By  Eric  Reguty 

INCREASED  competition  and 
weakness  in  parts  of  Europe 
put  pressure  of  the  core  opera¬ 
tions  of  Securicor.  die  security 
and  communications  group. 

Operating  profits  in  its  sec¬ 
urity  division,  which  amounts 
for  almost  one  third  of  turn¬ 
over.  declined  from  £15  million 
to  £12  million  in  the  year  to 
September  3a  The  company 
saw  its  British  operations  suf¬ 
fered  from  competitors  which 
had  reduced  prices  to  “unsus¬ 
tainable  levels"  and  problems 
in  its  French  operations. 

Securicor  Cellular  Services, 
its  communications  business, 
also  suffered  a  downturn,  with 

a  loss  of  £45  million  (£2.6 
million  profit).  Securicor 
hiamed  the  downturn  an  a  shift 
in  the  mobile-phane  customer 
base  to  consumer  subscribers, 
who  are  more  prone  to  bad 

debts  than  business  customers. 

The  other  businesses  fared 
better.  Parcels  distribution, 
I  which  indudes.  Omega  Ex¬ 
press  and  Pony  Express,  was 

the  star  performer  with  a  57  per 
cent  rise  in  profits  to  £21 
million.  Cellnet,  the  mobile- 
pbone  company  which  is  40 
per  cent  owned  by  Securicor 
and  60  per  cent  owned  by 
British  Telecom,  generated  £76 
million  in  profits  {£70  million). 

Group  pre-tax  profits  were 
up  8.1  per  cost  to  £107.4  milhon. 
EamiDgs  per  store  were  Il-6p 
against  ia7p  last  time,  and  the 
final  dividend  of  l-2p,  due  da 
April  4.  makes  a  lifcptotaL  up 
17  per  cent- 

Tempnst  page  26 


rules,  and  Northern  has  in¬ 
dicated  a  fair  value  in  the  £7 
area.  Meanwhile  the  latter's 
stated  dividend  policy,  a  99.2p 
payment  in  February,  a  prospec¬ 
tive  10  per  cent  yield  the  year 
after  and  annual  dividend 
growth  of  8  per  cent  to  the  end  of 


the  century,  puts  a  fair  support 
under  the  current  share  price. 

The  battle,  which  closes  on 
Friday,  mil  turn  around  those  19 
per  cent  of  Northern  investors 
who  are  private  shareholders, 
and  therefore  inclined  to  support 
the  board.  The  City  institutions, 
barring  a  couple  of  exceptions 
who  have  already  declared  them¬ 
selves  against  the  bid,  will  take 
tire  money.  That  19  per  cent  have 
an  exceptional  opportunity  to 
lake  a  supportive  stance,  while 
still  able  to  rely  cm  the  high 
dividends  already  promised.  The 
betting  is  that  the  City  will  decide 
die  affair.  But  local  investors 
could  choose  to  swing  the  matter. 

Temptation  in  a 
little  pot  of  gold 

□  GOVERNMENT  ministers 
took  the  same  attitude  to  pen¬ 
sions  as  other  furtive  1960s* 
employers  in  die  messier  privati¬ 
sations  such  as  buses,  electricity 
and  rail.  If  British  Aerospace  or 
British  Telecom  were  sold  intact 
pensions  simply  went  with  them. 
When  the  old  state  organisation 
was  broken  up.  all  sorts  of 


PENNINGTON 
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possibilities  (and  responsibil¬ 
ities)  suddenly  opened  up  . 

Pensioners  tod  to  be  protected. 
But  when  highly  paid  advisers 
pointed  out  nut  state  industry 
pension  funds  had  surpluses  that 
could  be  used  to  help  to  finance 
costly  restructuring  —  or  even 
just  furnish  Treasury  coffers  — 
ministers*  ^es  lit  up  with  the 
childish  delight  of  a  lucky  fruit- 
machine  punter.  Their  delight 
was  the  greater  because  break¬ 
ing  up  an  industry  otherwise 
yielded  far  less  than  selling  it  to 
the  public  intact 

In  the  National  Bus  break-up. 
Government  niftily  seized  rights 
to  any  surplus  in  an  unequal 
exchange  tor  some  Iess-than- 
generous  guarantees.  In  electric¬ 
ity,  surpluses  were  apportioned 


with  striking  generosity  towards 
new  employers  that  needed  to 
finance  the  extxa  pension  cost  of 
associated  redundancies. 

By  the  time  the  centrifuge 
approach  to  privatisation 
reached  its  apogee  on  the  rail¬ 
ways,  the  form  was  well  estab¬ 
lished.  Surpluses  could  be  used 
to  slim  franchise  subsidies  by 
allowing  bidders  to  see  that  they 
could  enjoy  a  contributions  holi¬ 
day.  In  a  twisted  way,  it  makes 
sense.  The  surpluses  are  being 
retained  in  the  industry,  allow¬ 
ing  the  franchise  director  to 
obtain  a  better  deal  on  services  or 
investment  for  the  same  subsidy. 

As  soon  as  fund  members 
started  challenging  these  deals 
with  the  pensions  ombudsman, 
however,  awkward  questions 
arose.  How  should  trustees 
share  such  surpluses  between 
member  and  employer?  And 
what  pressures  are  put  an  trust¬ 
ees  to  do  what  the  Government 
wants?  In  the  bus  case,  the 
ombudsman  ruled  that  pressure 
has  been  unfair,  though  min¬ 
isters  still  hope  die  courts  wflllet 
them  keep  the  surplus.  Electric¬ 
ity  workers  were  hard  done  by 
too,  according  to  the  ombuds¬ 


man.  Whitehall  and  the  trustees 
will  surely  be  anxious  to  avoid 
another  embarrassing  rebuff 
from  the  Stale’s  own  watchdog. 

Independence  may 
not  be  enough 

□  ACCUSING  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  of  being  too  close  to  the  City 
is  a  little  like  accusing  it  of  bring 
in  Tbreadneedle  Street  —  it  does 
rather  go  with  the  territory.  It  is 
impossible  to  review  the  Barings 
saga  without  disquiet  over  the 
way  the  system  was  operated,  the 
cosy  series  of  nods  ana  winks  that 
were  supposed  to  be  enough  but 
weren’t,  the  chummy  assumption 
that  tiie  sheer  longevity  of  the 
country's  oldest  merchant  bark 
bestowed  the  right  to  operate 
without  supervision. 

There  is  a  dear  argument  to 
separate  the  Bank’s  twin  func¬ 
tions  of  economic  stewardship 
and  financial  regulation  of  the 
banking  system,  if  not  least 
because  the  first  area  tends  to 
attract  the  brightest  minds  — 
much  more  fun  to  follow  the 
Chancellor  from  summit  to 
summit  dropping  pearls  of  eco¬ 


nomic  wisdom  than  trawl  wea¬ 
rily  through  endless  financial 
audits.  But  it  is  not  so  clear 
whether  an  independent  regu¬ 
lator  would  be  effective  merely 
because  it  would  be  independent. 

The  SEC  on  Wall  Street  is  held 
out  as  a  role  model  by  some.  But 
the  SEC’s  success  has  come 
about  not  least  because  of  the 
weapons  available  to  it,  includ¬ 
ing  heavy  civil  penalties  that 
require  a  lower  burden  of  proof 
than  criminal  remedies  —  a 
relevant  point  die  day  after 
Ernest  Saunders's  victory  in  the 
European  Court. 

Counter  call 

□  IT  WILL  be  a  cold  and  hungry 
Christmas  Eve  in  tile  banking 
halls  this  year.  The  staff  at 
Lloyd  s/TS  B  ’  and  Nat  West  have 
berii  told  to  work  through  the 
afternoon.  The  customer  comes 
first,  says  Lloyds,  in  a  hollow 
gesture  intended  to  bring  good¬ 
will  to  the  high  street  before 
overdraft  rate  charges  begin  to 
hurt.  But  the  paupers  —  sorry, 
staff  —  at  Lloyds  are  revolting. 
Our  families  come  first,  they  say. 
lea  ting  NatWest  alone  to  man 
the  counters.  But  telephone 
banking  goes  on  heedless  of  the 
season  or  goodwill,  a  thought 
that  shoula  bring  a  non-fesuve 
shiver  to  all  banking  staff  —  and 
the  prospect  of  an  unmerry  new 
year  for  a  feur  thousand  of  them. 


Your 

first  glass 

MAY  ALSO 

be  your 

LAST. 


Some  people  try  JLaphroaig  (la-froyg)  once,  and  never  again. 
It’s  only  to  be  expected.  The  uncompromising  taste  of  our  malt 
has  always  led  to  extremes.  Some  people  try  it  once,  and  drink 
no  other  whisky  again.  For  them,  there's  no  substitute  for 
Lapbroaig's  rich,  peaty  reek.  Its  sweet,  heathery  smokiness. 
Try  it.  You  won’t  be  the  first  to  hate  it.  Or  the  last  to  love  it. 


LAPHROAICT 

no  half  measures. 


j  . . it- 
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Insurance  sector  heats  up 


as  merger  rumours  grow 


THE  market  remains  con¬ 
vinced  That  it  can  only  be  a 
matter  of  time  before  a  major 
deal  is  announced  in  the 
insurance  sector. 

Once  again  the  speculative 
attention  was  focused  on  Com¬ 
mercial  Union  as  the  price 
raced  up  I3p  to  a  new  peak  of 
693p  as  persistent  talk  of  the 
long-waited  bid  from  Allianz, 
the  German  insurance  group, 
resurfaced. 

it  seems  that  a  plan  by  BAT 
Industries  to  merge  its  finan¬ 
cial  service  arm,  that  includes 
Allied  Ham  bra  Eagle  Star, 
and  Farmers,  with  CU  was 
abandoned  a  few  weeks  ago. 

But  BAT  continues  to  look  at 
ways  of  expanding.  Now  the 
speculators  claim  it  may  be 
looking  at  General  Accident 
up  21p  at  716‘z.  which  is 
reckoned  to  be  the  safest  bet 
after  CU.  At  these  levels  GA  is 
capitalised  at  £3  J  billion. 

The  insurance  brokers  are 
also  undergoing  a  period  of 
consolidation.  In  recent  weeks 
Aon  has  merged  with  A&A 
and  earlier  this  week  Lloyd 
Thompson,  J'zp  firmer  at 
ITC^p.  decided  to  tie  the  knot 
with  JIB  Group.  2p  better  at 
132p.  Further  deals  are  expect¬ 
ed.  Willis  Corrooo.  up  Sp  at 
I'KHzp.  Sedgwick,  l'zp  dearer 
at  133‘ip.  are  both  seen  as 
possible  bid  candidates. 

The  overnight  setback  for 
shares  on  Wall  Street  provid¬ 
ed  a  dull  backdrop  to  trading 
in  London,  with  prices 
marked  lower  at  die  outset. 
The  lasses  were  accelerated 
after  lunch  by  a  stronger  than 
expected  jump  in  new  US 
housing  starts.  It  prompted  an 
initial  mark-down  of  US  Trea¬ 
sury  bonds  while  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  also 
moved  lower.  But  New  York 
later  dawed  back  a  31-point 
deficit  enabling  the  London 
market  to  dose  above  its  worst 
levds.  The  FT-SE  100  index 
reduced  a  23-point  deficit  to 
dose  142  down  at  3,979.6  as  a 
total  of 888  million  shares  were 
traded. 

British  Gas  fell  6p  to  223'zp 
after  ABN  Amro  Hoare 
Govett,  one  of  its  joint  brokers, 
reduced  its  break-up  value  for 
the  company  from  240p  to 
220p.  It  also  reduced  its  rec¬ 
ommendation  from  a  “buy"  to 
a  “hold". 

Hoare  Govett  was  also  re¬ 
sponsible  for  a  6p  fall  in  ICI  at 
767p  after  a  profits 
downgrading.  It  has  reduced 
its  estimate  for  the  current 
year  by  £25  million  to  £675 
million  and  for  1995  by  £35 
million  to  £790  million. 


Kunick  was  firmer  on  higher  profits  for  John  Jones, 
finance  director,  left,  Russell  Smith,  centre,  and  Clive  Cl  ague 


RTZ,  the  mining  finance 
group,  fell  30p  to  921  ‘zp  on  the 
back  of  comments  made  by 
Broken  Hill  Proprietary.  Aus¬ 
tralia's  largest  quoted  com¬ 
pany,  about  falling  coal  prices. 

Newman  Tonks  climbed 
ZO’zp  to  149‘zp  after  rejecting 
the  terms  of  a  £195.7  million 
offer  from  FKI.  the  Cast  grow¬ 
ing  engineering  group.  New¬ 
man  said  the  bid  undervalued 


Bumfield  at  L35p  a  share. 
Brian  McGowan,  chairman  of 
Bumfield,  said  Fairey  was 
offering  a  knock-down  price 
for  the  group  and  its  potential. 
Fairey  slipped  1  *zp  to  582p. 

Shares  of  Sherwood  Group 
tumbled  17p  to  41' 2p  after 
issuing  its  second  profits 
warning  in  six  months.  Sales 
of  both  lace  and  garments 
were  depressed  and  pre-tax 


Compass  Group  fell  Sp  to  6L2p  after  Accor,  of  France,  sold  a 
total  of  6  million  shares  at  60l.6p  each,  a  sharp  discount  It 
reduces  Accor's  stake  to  21.53  per  cent  Despite  the  sale,  Paribas 
Capital  Markets,  the  broker,  remains  a  buyer  of  Compass  and 
forecasts  a  675p  target  price  during  the  next  six  to  nine  months. 


'its  prospects.  M&G  and 
Britannic,  Newman  Tonks's 
two  biggest  shareholders,  ac¬ 
count  for  13.4  per  cent  of  the 
shares  and  have  agreed  to 
accept  the  terms  from  FKI. 
2‘zp  easier  at  196'zp. 

Elsewhere  in  the  engineer¬ 
ing  sector.  Burnfield  surged 
36p  to  136p  after  rejecting 
terms  of  a  E51.1  million  offer 
from  Fairey.  The  deal  values 


profits  in  the  second  half  will 
be  “appreciably  less"  than  the 
£3.75  million  achieved  in  the 
first  six  months.  The  group  is 
maintaining  the  3.6p  divi¬ 
dend.  The  fallout  hit 
Courtanlds  Textiles,  another 
producer  of  lace,  which  ended 
lOp  down  at  22Ip. 

Another  profits  warning  in 
the  textiles  sector  came  from 
Coals  Viyella.  The  group  says 
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that  full-year  pre-tax  profits 
will  be  hit  by  a  £55  million 
restructuring  charge.  It  also 
warned  that  operating  profits 
before  costs  will  be  similar  to 
the  second  half  of  last  year. 
The  group  was  optimistic 
about  prospects  and  the  price 
responded  with  a  rise  of  5p  at 
L27p. 

Severn  Trent  Water  put  on 
13'2p  at  667'  ap  after  the  group 
waded  into  tire  market  and 
bought  back  almost  5  per  cent 
of  its  own  shares.  The  group 
announced  plans  to  buy  back 
up  to  10  per  cent  of  its  shares 
along  with  the  interim  figures 
last  month. 

Kunick,  the  leisure  group 
under  Clive  Clague,  chair¬ 
man.  and  Russell  Smith,  chief 
executive,  firmed  3<p  to  23*4p 
with  the  help  of  a  10  per  cent 
increase  in  pre-tax  profits  at 
£9.1  million.  It  has  also 
concluded  a  joint  agreement 
with  Gauselmann  in  order  to 
buy  Bell-Fruit  Manufacturing 
for  £6.8  million. 

Increased  losses  left 
Aromascan  4'ip  lower  at  95p. 
while  Eurotbenn  failed  to 
benefit  from  full-year  profits 
bang  in  line  with  City  expecta¬ 
tions  as  the  price  fell  20p  to 
540p.  The  City  gave  a  luke¬ 
warm  response  to  full-year 
figures  from  Vaux  showing 
pre-tax  profits  up  £3  million  at 
E34.8  million.  The  shares  set¬ 
tled  5p  lower  at  2S2l2p. 

Clnbpartners.  the  AIM -list¬ 
ed  leisure  group,  crashed  a 
further  5p  to  2lz p  after  the 
group  admitted  that  any  offers 
for  the  company  were  likely  to 
be  pitched  at  around  the  lp 
level.  Last  week  the  shares 
were  trading  at  Up. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  The  stron¬ 
ger  than  expected  jump  in  US 
housing  starts  unsettled  bond 
markets  on  boths  sides  of  the 
Atlantic.  Brokers  said  that  in 
such  thin  conditions  bearish 
news  was  always  likely  to 
create  a  certain  amount  of 
volatility. 

In  futures  the  March  series 
of  the  long  gilt  fell  £Js  to 
£10Sni6  as  the  number  of 
contracts  completed  slumped 
to  just  20,000. 

In  the  cash  market  Treasury 
12  per  cent  2015  lost  £l7jz  at 
£10133jz,  while  Treasury  8  per 
cent  2000  was  E's  off  at 
£102' 1 16. 

□  NEW  YORK:  On  Waff 
Street  concern  about  the 
future  of  the  economy  and 
interest  rates  prevailed  and 
bonds  dragged  shares  lower. 
By  midday  the  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  was  down 
423  points  at  6.264.12. 
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Engineering  a  bid 


M&G  IS  the  measure  of  the  poor  performance 
at  Newman  Tonks.  Not  only  has  the  fund 
manager  encouraged  FKI  to  launch  its  bid, 
-but  M&G  has  offered  a  canut  in  the  form  of  a 
full,  irrevocable  undertaking  go  accept  FKl’s 
offer.  Even  if  Newman  Tonks  manages  to 
rustle  up  a  higher  bid  from  a  friendly  third 
party,  M&G  is  committed  to  FKI;  and  the 
latter  could,  if  rtchooses,  make  a  quid;  profit 
by  selling  to  the  rival  bidder. 

To  that  extent,  FKI  could  defray  some  of  its 
underwriting  fees,  but  the  cost  of  winning  is 
not  inconsiderable.  The  engineering  group  is 
paying  marginally  less  than  £200  million  for 
an  equivalent  amount  of  sales,  a  fullish  price. 
The  remaining  £50  million  to  £60  million  of 
Newman  Tank's  annual  revenue  is  likely  to 
be  sold  quickly  if  a  buyer  can  be  found.  Losses 
in  the  contract  services  arm  of  Newman 


Tonks  were  responible  for  the  first-hdf  profits 
collapse  and  the  business  would  add  little  to 
FKI.  The  question  is  how  fast  can  FKI  boost 
ihe  Newman  Tonks  margins.  Excluding  the 
duff  businesses  FKI  does  not  warn,  margins 
will  be  higher  than  the  reported  6  per  cent 
return  on  sales,  a  ratio  the  bidder  scornfully 
compares  with  its  own  16  per  cent  margin  on 
hardware  sales. 

FKI  will  do  well  out  of  Newman  if  it  can  take 
its  margins  up  to  the  12  per  cent  level,  but  that 
assumption  of  hidden  value  raises  a  problem. 
If.  Newman  Tanks  is  a  good  busmess  badly 
run.  cabers,  such  as  Williams  Holdings,  might 
seek  to  do  the  honours.  The  behaviour  oT 
Newman  Tonks  suggests  that  an  auction,  not  a 
defence,  is  now  in  progress.  That  is  good  news 
for  M&G,  whose  recent  investment  record  is 
more  akin  to  Newman  Tonks  than  FKI. 


Securicor 


SECUR1COR  continues  to 
wrestle  with  the  same  prob¬ 
lem.  Profits  and  growth  are 
driven  by  its  40  per  cent 
stake  in  Cellnet,  die  mobile 
phone  company  it  jointly 
owns  with  British  Telecom. 

The  investment  has  been  a 
gem,  but  Securicor’s  man¬ 
agement  is  keen  to  sell:  a 
passive  investment  in  mobile 
telephony  hardly  justifies 
their  existence  and  they 
would  like  to  free  up  re¬ 
sources  to  expand  security, 
parcels  delivery  and  busi-. 
ness  services.  But  the  sale 
cannot  proceed  without  gov¬ 
ernment  approval,  and  there 
is  no  chance  of  that  happen¬ 
ing  before  the  election. 

The  delay  is  a  blessing  in 
disguise;  Securicor  has  a  lot 
of  work  to  dp.  If  it  is  to 
unload  Cellnet  It  must  prove 
that  it  can  do  a  better  job  of 
running  its  core  operations. 


The  parcels  distribution 
business  performs  well  but 
tire  security  division,  which 
accounts  for  almost  a  third  of 
turnover,  has  suffered  a 
downturn  and  its  margins 
are  among  the  lowest  in  the 
industry.  The  company  most 
also  drum  up  interest  in  its 
Cellnet  stake.  As  the  logical 
buyer,  BT  will  naturally 
offer  a  rock-bottom  price 


unless  Securicor  can  find 
competing  bidders. 

Securicor  shares  are  worth 
a  bet  at  this  stage.  Margins 
are  more  likely  to  rise  than 
fall;  and  if  they  follow  the 
latter  course,  the  company 
may  find  itself  in  the  sights 
of  Rentokil  and  other  preda¬ 
tors.  There  remains  the  hope 
of  squeezing  more  value 
from  Cellnet. 


Jimi  1  Jul  1  Aug  1  Sap  1  Oct  1  Nov  1  Dec 


T&N 


DOGGED  determination  is 
what  you  should  expect  from 
T&N,  a  company  that  refused 
to  throw  in  the  towel  despite 
having  paid  out  £500  million 
in  claims  for  asbestos-related 
injuries.  Yet  TAN'S  pursuit  of 
Kolben  schmidt,  the  German 
piston  maker,  might  raise 
some  eyebrows.  The  two-year 
cost  of  its  option  over  50  per 
cent  of  Kolbenschmidt  has 
been  about  £24  million  and 
despite  die  initial  ruling  of 
the  German  cartel  office  — 
barring  a  T&N  takeover  — 
the  British  auto  components 
maker  intends  to  continue  its 
pursuiL  The  cost  of  parking 
half  of  the  share  options  with 
Merailbank  (Commerzbank 
is  apparently  feeling  the  pol¬ 
itical  heat)  is  a  further  £8 
million  but  the  new  twist  is 
that  Metallbank  is  merely  a 
custodian  for  mysterious 
European  investors. 

In  effect,  T&N  has  re¬ 
moved  the  options  from  its 
balance  sheet.  Previously, 
T&N  bore  the  risk  of  changes 


in  the  value  of  the  shares,  a 
cost  it  can  ill  afford,  given  the 
asbestos-related  provisions. 
In  due  course,  the  remaining 
25  per  cent  of  die 
Kolbenschmidt  stake  may 
follow  suit  and  the  question  is 
whether  the  mystery  Euro¬ 
pean  investors  can  help  T&N 
to  resolve  its  battle  to  control 
the  piston  maker.  What  T&N 
needs  is  an  alliance  which 
would  give  it  influence  aver 
Kolbenschmidt  without  the 
control  that  displeases  the 
German  cartel  office.  After 
the  recent  measures  to  ring- 
fence  the  asbestos  problem. 
T&N  is  hardly  ready  m 
mount  a  £250  million  bid  for 
a  German  company,  byt  a 
collaborative  venture  might 
be  acceptable. 


Vaux 


VAUX  is  the  ugly  duckling  of 
the  brewing  sector.  Only  fa 
Swallow  hotel  chain  is  ad¬ 
mired  by  the  City.  Other 
businesses,  from  brewing  to 
nursing  homes,  remain  an 
embarrassment.  Vaux  is 


working  hard  to  transform 
its  image  and  some  £50  mil¬ 
lion  of  assets  are  up  for  sale, 
including  St  Andrews  Care 
Homes.  The  brewing  divi¬ 
sion  has  been  put  in  order, 
with  rising  own-brand  vol¬ 
umes.  The  Bass-Carlsberg 
tie-up  could  actually  ease 
some  of  the  pressure  on  the 
company  by  ending  a  fierce 
discounting  war  that  has 
plagued  the' beer  trade  in  the 
North  East 

But  worries  persist  that 
Vaux  simply  does  not  have 
the  financial  strength  to  grow 
its  business  at  a  rate  that  re¬ 
flects  the  upswing  in  consum¬ 
er  spending.  Money  from 
disposals  would  help,  al¬ 
though  it  may  not  be  enough 
to  impress  the  City.  Profits 
are  predicted  to  rise  to 
around  £383  million,  placing 
the  shares  on  an  undemand¬ 
ing  forward  price  earnings 
rating  of  12.  But  Vaux  still 
has  much  to  prove  before  it 
rates  among  the  best  of  its 
sector. 


Edited  by  Carl  Mortis  hed 
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Going  Places 
with  Cilia 

A  MARRIAGE  made  on 
holiday.  Going  Places  has 
signed  a  seven-figure  deal 
to  sponsor  LWT’s  Blind 
Date  show.  Credits  will 
appear  before,  during,  and 
after  die  popular  match¬ 
making  programme.  Due 
to  strict  guidelines,  how¬ 
ever,  the  travel  company 
has  been  barred  from  play¬ 
ing  cupid  and  sending 
couples  on  their  blind 
date. 

To  celebrate  tomorrow’s 
launch.  Going  Places  is 
sending  die  only  two  cou¬ 
ples  to  have  married  as  a 
result  of  the  show  on  a 
second  honeymoon.  Cilia 
Blade  will  not  be  there  — 
the  presenter  of  the  show  is 
on  her  hols. 

Called  to  the  bar 

TRUE  to  my  word,  legal 
firms  Cameron  Markby 
Hewitt  and  McKenna  & 
Co  have  tied  the  knot 
Once  meetings  to  take  a 
vote  had  finished  at  both 
firms  on  Monday  night 
separate  celebrations 
began.  In  the  middle  Of  the 
excitement,  however, 
someone  at  Camerons 
(whose  party  had  started 
rather  earlier  than  its  other 
half  s)  suggested  that  if  the 
two  firms  were  merging, 
(hen  so  should  the  parties. 
At  once,  taxies  were  filled 
with  dewy-eyed  partners 
from  Camerons,  beading 
off  to  initiate  themselves 
with  their  new  relations  at 
“Cameron  McKenna". . 


R burner:  is  that  you? 

Saying  cheese 

=ULL  MARKS  all  round 
o  Legal  &  General  for  the 
nost  boring,  most  cheesy, 
nost  embarrassing  Christ- 
nas  card.  Graham  Rimro- 
:r,  the  insurance 
ompany's  photogenic 
>ress  officer,  has  taken 
une  out  of  his  busy  sched- 
ile  to  pose  for  the  picture, 
f  this  is  what  ifs  like 
luring  the  festive  season, 
tnagjne  die  office  during 
he  rest  of  the  year.  Oh  yes. 
md  isn’t  that  a  Hermes  tie 
fir  Rrnimer  is  wearing? 

On  the  case 

>0 STIES  are  not  the  only 
leople  working  their  fin¬ 
ders  to  the  borte  before 
’hristmas.  Eleven  case  offi- 
ers  in  the  OFTs  mergers 
ecretariat  have  dealt  with 
187  cases  already  this  year; 
nduding  the  proposed 
jritish  Airways-Amertam 
titlines  alliance  and  the 
ijanned  BassCarlsberg- 
[etley  takeover.  Since  the 
leginning  of  last  week,. 26 
ases  have  beat  completed 
md  a  40-page  consultation 
locuraent  on  the  BA-AA 
nerger  has  been  published. 
Working  on  an  average  of 
0  cases  each  at  any  one 

irne,  sometimes  to  a  dead- 

ine  of  35  days,  staff  wBIbe. 
rttfog  rip  at  this  weeks 
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Tories  labour 
their  point  on  employment 


Philip  Bassett 
goes  in  search  of 
the  truth  behind 
claims  in  the 
John  Major  advert 
on  employment 


John  Major’s  bespectacled  eyes 
stare  hugdy  out  from  the  bill¬ 
boards  plastered  around  Brit¬ 
ain’s  streets.  “As'  promised."  the 
advertisement  says,  "more  jobs".  As 
the  Government  today  unveils  its  latest 
job  figures,  the  Prime  Minister's 
campaign  allies  the  Conservatives’ jobs 
record  with  its  tax-cutting  claim8  as 
one  of  the  key  issues  on  die  pre-etectian 
agenda.  Are  the  Conservatives  right? 

Ministers  hope  today’s  latest  labour- 
market  figures  will  show  a  further  fall 
in  unemployment,  though  there  were 
no  dear  signs  in  Westminster  yester¬ 
day  about  whether  the  fall  wul  take 
claimant  unemployment  below  the 
significant  two  million  mark. 

While  ministers  are  hopeful  dial  the 
figures  today  or  next  month  will  show 
that,  officials  yesterday  were  wanting 
out  that  last  month's  40J8D0  oil  was 
associated  with  a  number  of  special 
factors.  They  might  "bounce  back"  on 
today’s  figure,  which  needs  to  drop  by 
ax  least  a  seasonally  adjusted  30.100  to 
fall  below  the  two  million  threshold  — 
something  rt  has  done  only  twice  in  the 
past  two  years. 

A  few  months  before  a  general 
election,  unemployment  is  dearly  a  key 
electoral  concern  for  voters,  with  more 
than  103  million  people  having  had . 
one  or  more  spells  of  being  out  ofwork 
since  die  1992  vote:  But  however 
significant  unemployment  is,  it  is  the 
number  of  jobs  that  will  be  vital  in 
ushering  hack  the  elusive  “feel-good" 
factor,  seen  as  central  to  the  election. 
By  focusing  in  the  current  “As  prran- 
ised”  advertising  campaign  on  oily  tax 
cuts  and  jobs,  that  is  the  Conservatives’ 
dear  pre-election  judgment 
But  for  the  Government,  the  jobs 
story  since  the  last  election  is  made 
more  difficult  by  die  disparity  between 
its  two  principal  measures  of  employ¬ 
ment,  as  produced  by  the  Office  for 
National  Statistics  —  the  employer- 
based  Workforce  in  Employment  se¬ 
ries  (WinE),  focusing  mainly  on 
employees  in  employment  (EinE),  and 
the  household-based  Labour  Rirce 
Survey  series.  Whitehall's  statisticians 
have  just  been  revising  the  figures, 
again,  so  that  die  gap  between  the  two 
has  been  reduced,  this  time  by  98.000. 
so  that  it  how  stands  at  454*000  —  still 
more  of  a  yawning  chasm  than  a  gap, 
and  one  that  is  proving  difficult  and 
perhaps  impossible  to  bridge. 

Take  overall  employment  change  since 
the  last  election.  The  emplcryer-based 
EinE  series  measures  the  change  as  an 
increase  of  129,000,  or  just  0.6  per  oent — 
barely  enough  to  justify  the  “As  prom- 
ised"campaign.  The  LES  sees  itdiffensit- 
ly  —  a  467,000  increase  in  jobs,  or  just 
under  2  per  cent. 

Because  its  methodology  makes  it 
internationally  comparable  —  and 
because  it  is  less  subject  to  the 
switchbacks  of  political  derision-mak¬ 
ing  —  statisticians  tend  to  favour  die 
LFS.  Ministers  tend  to  like  the  "real” 
numbers  of  the  unemployment  claim¬ 
ant  count,  or  the  EinE.  which  is  partly 
why  they  have  rejected  a  move  to  a 


monthly  LFS,  instead  of  the  current 
quarterly  arrangement;  but  the  mark¬ 
edly  better  figures  of  the  LFS  on  jobs 
are  tempting  them  sorely. 

In  any  case,  the  WinE  and  EinE 
series  are  still  economically  more 
important  —  in  particular,  because 
they,  and  not  die  LFS.  are  used  as 
components  in  other  key  economic 
indicators,  including  the  GDP  figures, 
and  in  Budget  arithmetic. 

Looking  at  the  EinE  series,  then,  and 
comparing  March  1992  —  a  month 
before  that  year's  election  —  with  die 
latest-available  figures,  for  June  1996, 
die  overall  job  growth  of  129,000 masks 
important  other  developments. 

Fbr  instance,  die  overall  improve¬ 
ment  disguises  sharply  differing  expe¬ 
riences  for  men,  and  for  women.  Since 
the  last  election,  the  total  number  of 
jobs  for  men  has  gone  down,  by 84,000. 
or  03  per  cent  The  number  of  jobs  held 
by  women  has  risen,  by  213,000,  or  2 
per  cent  Given  both  the  dominance  of 
women  in  part-time  work,  and  the 
increasing  attractiveness  to  employers 
of  more  flexible  work  patterns,  the 
period  has  also  seen  very  different 


developments  in  patterns  of  employ¬ 
ment.  Part-time  jobs  are  up  since  the 
election,  by  7.7  per  oent,  or  439.000. 
Full-time  employment  is  down,  by 
283.000,  or  13  per  cent. 

Within  these  national  figures,  the 
employment  pattern  has  diverged,  too. 
The  South  West,  for  instance,  has  seen 
the  highest  job  growth,  at  43  per  cent, 
or  76,000  new  jobs  —  though  this 
region  has  traditionally  been  a  low- 
employment,  low-pay  area. 

Yet  die  industrial  heartland  of 
the  West  Midlands  has  seen  a 
Z9  per  cent  increase  in  jobs,  up 
59.000  since  the  election,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  East  Midlands  a i  1.9  per 
cent,  or  30,000,  and  then  Yorkshire  and 
Humberside,  at  13  per  cent,  or  34.000 
jobs.  By  contrast,  some  areas  have  seen  a 
fall.  Scotland  has  lost  100.000  jobs  since 
the  ejection — down  5  per  cent  The  North 
has  seen  3-25  per  cent  of  its  jobs  go,  or 
36,000.  while  0.6  per  cent,  or  15.000.  have 
gone  in  net  terms  over  the  period. 

These  differential  experiences  of  job 
growth,  and  some  continuing  job 
decline,  are  reflected  in  the  patterns  in 


different  industrial  sectors.  Despite  re¬ 
cent  increases,  jobs  in  manufacturing, 
which  were  hammered  in  the  recessions 
of  the  early  1980s  and  the  early  1990s, 
have  continued  to  be  hit  since  die 
ejection,  with  the  iota]  number  of 
manufacturing  jobs  now  23  per  cent 
down  since  then  —  a  fall  of  101,000. 
Service  sector  jobs  —  often  seen  as  less 
secure,  less  well-paid  and  less  long- 
lasting  -  are  up,  in  contrast  by  33  per 
cent,  or  52WXX). 

Within  these  broad  groupings,  some 
individual  areas  have  been  harder  hit, 
while  some  have  prospered.  Unsurpris¬ 
ingly,  given  die  extent  of  the  pit  closure 
programme  from  1992  onwards,  mining 
and  energy  has  seen  the  biggest  fall  in 
jobs  —  down  a  huge  443  per  cent  or 
I53JXX)  since  the  election. 

-  Sectoral ly,  nothing  else  cranes  close, 
though  almost  16  per  cent  of  jobs  in 
construction,  or  150,000,  have  gone  over 
that  period:  113  per  cent  of  jobs  in 
agriculture,  or  33,000;  and  7  per  cent  of 
jobs  in  transport,  or  96,000. 

No  sectors  have  seen  compara¬ 
ble  rares  of  growth.  The 
official  category  of  real  estate, 
renting  and  general  business 
service  activities  has  seen  the  biggest 
increase —up  18.7  per  cent,  or  an  increase 
of  a  hefty*  441.000  jobs.  Employment  in 
holds  and  restaurants  is  up  8  per  cent,  or 
94,000,  and  in  health  —  probably  mainly 
administrative  jobs  —  by  43  per  cent,  or 
106.000. 

Even  using  the  LFS  figures,  which 
show  overall  much  higher  jobs  growth, 
similar  differences  emerge,  though  when 
set  against  the  EinE  series,  the  pattern 
can  be  confusing.  Not  only  does  the  LFS 
show  much  higher  jobs  growth  since  the 
1992  election,  at  467.000.  but  the  com  posi¬ 
tion  of  that  growth  is  different 
Whereas  the  EinE  figures  show  men’s 
employment  falling  while  women's  has 
risen,  the  LFS  shows  a  rise  for  both  — 
150,000.  or  1  per  cent,  for  men.  and 
317.000,  or  23  per  cent,  fbr  women.  The 
trends  on  part  and  full-time  working  are 
at  least  in  the  same  direction  in  the  two 
series,  though  the  LFS  figures  show  a 
startling  increase  —  albeit  from  a 
relatively  low  base  of  978JXX)  —  in  part- 
time  work  for  men,  which  is  up  300,000, 
or  more  than  30  per  cent. 

White-collar  employment  has  grown 
more  sharply  than  manual  work,  the 
LFS  shows  —  up  67S.OOO,  roughly 
divided  evenly  between  men  and 
women,  compared  with  a  growth  of 
just  96.000  in  blue-collar  jobs  since  the 
election.  Jobs  showing  increases  in¬ 
clude  managers  and  professional 
work,  together  with  sales  and  persona! 
service  employment  —  hairdressers, 
security  guards  and  so  on. 

Clerical  and  especially  skilled  craft 
work  have  seen  falls  —  down  respec¬ 
tively  by  58.000,  or  13  per  cent,  and 
282,000,  or  8  per  cent.  By  industry,  the 
partem  is  broadly  similar. 

Even  given  the  statistical  disparities 
so  far  unexplained  by  ministers  and 
Whitehall,  what  all  these  figures  tend 
to  confirm  is  an  employment  pattern 
now  fixed  in  electors’  minds:  fewer  jobs 
in  the  “older"  areas  of  employment, 
among  men.  in  manufacturing,  in 
peripheral  regions,  and  in  full-time 
work  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  rise  in 
jobs  for  women,  in  the  service  sector,  in 
low-paying  regions,  in  part-time 
employment. 

The  fact  that  after  a  long  period  of 
falling  unemployment  there  have  been 
rises  at  all  in  jobs  is  enough,  just,  to 
give  at  least  a  sliver  of  substance  to  the 
Government's  poster  claims.  Whether 
that  will  be  enough  for  the  electorate 
remains  to  be  seen. 


Mo  rag  Preston  on  corporate  Christmas  gifts  with  a  twist 

Preserving  a  presence  with  a  present 


Couriers  across  the  capi¬ 
tal  are  being  kept  busy 
delivering  Christmas 
presents  from  one  company  to 
another.  The  giving  of  corpo-^ 
rate  gifts  is  bade  with  a 
vengeance.  But  diaries  bear¬ 
ing  tiie  company  logo,  whteh 
usually  go  straight  in  the  bin, 
and  bottles  of  boetze  have 
fallen  out  of  favour.  This  year 
the  City  is  dabbling  in  corpo¬ 
rate  gifts  with  quirky  angles. 

"For  the  first  time  in.  three 
years,  1  haven’t  had  it  said  to 
me  that  times  are  hard,"  says 
Francesca  Humphreys,  man¬ 
aging  director  of  The  Empire 
Group,  a  corporate  gifts  txan- 
pany  whose  clients  indude 
SBC  Warburg.  Ogilvy  .  & 
Mather  and  Sony  Music. 

Business  is  booming  for  the 
pukka  present  service  special¬ 
ising  in  luxury  British  prod¬ 
ucts  from  retailers  such  as 
Theo  Fennell,  the  jeweller,  and 
Justerini  &  Brooks,  the  wine 
merchant  “We  are  constantly 
on  the  lookout  for  unusual  gift 
ideas  that  go  a  long  way 
beyond  silver-plated  -  letter- 
openers  and  carriage  docks," 
she  says,  adding  that  tins 
year's  most  popular  present 
from  employers  to  staff  is  a 
£20.  silver-plated  candle 
snufier. 

Harrods  cotpoiate  gifts  ser¬ 
vice  is  boasting  record  figures 
this  year,  with  hamper  sales 
up  60  per  cent  and  those  of  gift 
vouchers  30  per  cent  Travel 
agencies  and  airlines  are 
among  the  Knightsbridge 
sture’s'raosr  regular  subscrib¬ 
ers  toils  gifts  service.  From 
cuddly  toys  to  gift  vouchers, 
the  most  important  feature  is 
the  Harrods  logo.  “Fifty  per 


Hamxis  corporate  gifts  service  has  seen  hamper  sales  improve  60  per  cent  this  year 


cent  of  the  pleasure  is  in  the 
»ing."  says  Humphreys. 


packaging 
Her  clients,  especially  Ameri¬ 
can  and  Japanese  companies, 
want  to  send  Typically  Brit¬ 
ish”  gifts.  It  is  the  Americans 
and  Japanese  who  have  forced 
the  British  into  corporate  gift 
giving,  she  says. 

Marketing  direanrs  tend  to 
organise  what  gifts  go  to  staff 
and  contacts.  Medium-sized 
companies  that  sign  up  with 
Empire  usually  spend  be¬ 
tween  £30  and  £50  per  gift.  But 
even  if  they  spend  less,  ft  is  the 
name  of  the  shop  it  came  from 
that  is  all  important  — 
Mosunann’s  Christinas  pud¬ 
dings  in  pretty  boxes,  for 
example,  at  £7  each.  A  cuddly 


moose  in  a  customised  airtight 
can  from  Chester  Boyd,  the 
catering  company  ,  is  one  of  the 
more  unusual  gifts  to  have 
turned  up  at  The  Times. 
Meanwhile,  the  healthcare  di¬ 
vision  of  Legal  &  General  has 
sent  out  aromatherapy  stress 
kits  to  help  recipients  through 
the  festive  season,  Moneyfaas, 
the  UK's  leading  provider  of 
mortgage  and  savings  data, 
seized  on  the  idea  of  a  Christ¬ 
mas  cradrercontairang  a  mini 
teddybear. 

The  best  corporate  Christ¬ 
mas  gifts  are  these  forever 
linked  with  the  company  that 
sends  them.  This  year,  the 
team  at  Klein  wort  Benson's 
Investment  Trusts  sent  out 
«?■ 


1300  natfy  “mug  mats"  to 
private  clients  and  stockbro¬ 
kers,  with  a  photographic 
montage  of  their  smiling  faces 
on  one  side  and  a  Father 
Christmas  cartoon  on  the  oth¬ 
er.  For  the  past  ten  years, 
Roger  Hulert.  director  of  In¬ 
vestment  Trust  Sales  at 
Kieinwort,  has  been  dreaming 
up  Inventive  gift  ideas  to 
charm  his  contacts  and  wind 
up  the  opposition. 

Brian  Winterflood.  manag¬ 
ing  director  of  Winterflood 
Securities,  who  is  renowned 
for  his  Christmas  gift  giving, 
this  year  came  up  with  a 
customised  "mouse  mar. 
while  the  equity  sales  team  at 
Sorieto  Generate  sent  out  jug¬ 


gling  halls.  So  too  did  Mercu¬ 
ry  Asset  Management 

Every  year,  Guinness  sends 
out  a  bottle  of  whisky  or  gin  to 
key  contacts,  including  bro¬ 
kers.  analysts  and  fund  man¬ 
agers.  This  year,  it  was  a  12- 
year-old  bottle  of  Johnnie 
Walker  Black  Label.  Mean¬ 
while.  staff  at  Guinness  are 
allowed  to  choose  from  a 
selection  of  alcoholic  bever¬ 
ages.  The  brewer  also  sends 
out  about  17,000  bottles  of 
Johnnie  Walker  every  Christ¬ 
mas  to  former  employees. 

Asda  sent  our  huge  food 
parcels  with  samples  of  its 
seasonal  products,  including 
cold  turkey  sauce,  a  first- 
footings  kit,  banana  toffee 
Christmas  pudding,  and  a  tin 
of  its  Christmas  dinner  for 
dogs.  However,  its  staff  are 
not  allowed  to  receive  gifts. 

Tesco  will  occasionally  give 
a  gift  to  a  supplier,  whereas 
Salisbury  and  Safeway  do  not 
give  or  receive  any  gifts. 
Marks  &  Spencer  leaves  it  to 
iis  various  departments  to 
choose  what  they  send  to 
whom,  but  usually  it  is  a  box  of 
the  store's  finest  chocolates. 

Sending  the  wrong  present 
is.  of  course,  worse  than 
sending  nothing  at  all,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Humphreys.  Go  for 
something  classically  neutral, 
she  says,  then  perhaps  have  it 
engraved.  Clothes  and 
jewellery  have  never  been 
popular  corporate  Christmas 
gifts  in  the  UK. 

Meanwhile,  it  is  never  a 

good  idea  to  give  sharp  ob¬ 
jects,  such  as  letter-openers,  to 
diems  from  the  Middle  East, 
while  the  Japanese  tend  not  to 
like  fountain  pens  or  cufflinks. 


ANTHONY 

HARRIS 


The  curse  of 
the  Fairy 
Godmother 


John  Major  seems  likely 
lo  enjoy  his  Christmas 
break  more  than  he  can 
have  dared  to  hope  only  a 
few  weeks  ago.  He  has 
survived  a  crucial  vote. 
Shoppers  are  behaving  as  if 
they  feft  good.  And  now  his 
polities  enjoy  the  OECD 
seal  of  approval:  Britain 
can,  it  seems,  go  on  perform¬ 
ing  like  a  Euro-tiger,  out¬ 
growing  most  other  devel¬ 
oped  countries. 

Little  (apart  from  the  IRA) 
seems  likely  to  disturb  his 
festivities.  The  markets  have 
settled  into  the  slumber  that 
follows  a  good  meal:  and 
even  if  they  get  a  twinge  of 
indigestion  and  provoke  a 
fall  in  equities  or  sterling, 
the  correction  would  actual¬ 
ly  be  quite  welcome.  Could  it 
all  come  right? 

You  will  hardly  expect  an 
endorsement  in  this  column; 
and  if  you  step  back  a  little, 
the  prospect  changes  into  an 
old  seasonal  puzzle:  what  is 
wrong  with 
this  picture? 

In  other 
words,  can 
an  open 
economy 
really  out¬ 
grow  its 
main  mar¬ 
kets  for 
long?  Can  a 

recovery  that  _ 

started  with 

the  enforced  devaluation  of 
1992  survive  the  reversal  of 
that  advantage?  And  if 
things  do  go  wrong,  what  is 
the  right  response?  Raise 
interest  rates  to  check  infla¬ 
tion  and  push  the  pound 
right  back  to  where  we  came 
in?  Or  cut  them  in  step  with 
the  rest  of  the  world  and 
return  to  stop-go? 

If  you  are  a  Conservative 
Minister,  perhaps  the  best 
way  to  get  to  sleep  peacefully 
is  to  count  (he  dilemmas 
which  will  face  the  next 
government. 

Bad  management  or  just 
bad  luck?  The  Chancellor 
did  ask  for  trouble  when  he 
made  no  response  at  all  to 
the  huge  handouts  which 
building  society  savers  are 
enjoying.  That  could  lead  to 
indigestion.  But  even  if  he 
had  taken  steps  lo  smooth 
the  growth  of  home  de¬ 
mand  he  would  have  been 
left  with  a  harder  problem: 
what  can  be  done  to  sup¬ 
press  sterling?. 

Mis  Thatcher  faced  this 
poser  —  or  rather,  failed  to 
face  it  —  in  her  first  years. 
The  high  pound  knocked  the 
economy  flat  and  corrected 
only  when  the  oil  price  felL 
No  such  rescue  is  in  sight  (his 
time.  If  the  exchange  rate 
does  not  ease  very  soon,  you 
can  forget  the  OECD’s  cheer¬ 


If  the  exchange 
rate  does  not  ease 
very  soon,  you 
can  forget  the 
OECD's  cheerful 
UK  forecast 


ful  UK  forecast  Just  another 
dud  projection. 

But  if  it  isn't  oil  this  time, 
why  is  the  exchange  rate 
rising  so  relentlessly?  With¬ 
in  Europe:  we  can  no  doubt 
blame  the  French,  as  usual. 
After  Naming  us  for  a 
sneaky  devaluation,  they 
have  joined  in.  and  persuad¬ 
ed  the  Germans  to  join 
them,  in  the  joy-through- 
weakness  campaign.  But  the 
pound  is  rising  not  just  m 
Europe,  but  against  every¬ 
thing  —  and  that  is  not  so 
easy  to  explain. 

1  hope,  at  least,  that  you 
agree  it  is  difficult:  for  dial  is 
my  only  hope  of  persuading 
you  to  give  any  serious 
attention  to  what  may  look  a 
far-fetched  guess.  Is  it  pos¬ 
sible  the  British  lion  has 
indeed  become  a  tiger,  as 
Ministers  like  to  bout,  but 
is  now  suffering  the  fate  of 
other ‘tigers’. 

All  offered  cheap,  orderly 
and  relatively  well-trained 

_  labour,  and 

friendly  tax 
regimes.  All 
attracted 
large  inflows 
of  fixed  in¬ 
vestment 
which  speed¬ 
ed  modern¬ 
isation.  But 
later  they 
“enjoyed” 
stronger 

portfolio  inflow  than  they 
could  absorb  —  a  process 
which  Brian  Reading,  of 
Lombard  Street  Research 
has.  christened  “uphill  capi¬ 
tal  flow". 

The  result  of  this  force- 
feeding:  first  a  rising  ex¬ 
change  rate  and/or  rising 
reserves:  then  a  rising  do¬ 
mestic  money  supply;  then 
rising  inflation  and  a  bal¬ 
looning  trade  deficit.  Final 
chapter,  unless  they  are 
luckier  than  Mexico:  col¬ 
lapse  of  confidence,  curren¬ 
cy.  economy  and  all. 

This  is  a  capital  market 
version  of  Greek  tragedy  (hu¬ 
bris  followed  by  Nemesis), 
and  it  seems  equally  inevita¬ 
ble.  Only  one  government  has 
found  any  answer  Singapore 
controls  its  capital  markets  so 
tightly  dial  it  has  been  able  to 
keep  the  inflows  out  of  domes¬ 
tic  circulation. 

No  British  government 
seems  likely  to  by  to  tame  the 
City  in  the  same  way.  and 
would  probably  fail  if  it  tried. 
But  perhaps  the  markets  can 
do  it  for  themselves.  If  Brit¬ 
ish  fund  managers  switch 
overseas  aggressively 
enough,  they  can  recycle  this 
poisoned  gift. 

So  you  have  a  duty  this 
Chistznas.  Spread  a  little 
panic  Your  country  needs 
you. 


NOTICE  OF  VARIATION 
OF  INTEREST  RATES 

With  effect  from  1  January  1997 
Mortgage  Rate  will  increase  ro 
7.25%  per  annum  for 
both  existing  and  new  borrowers. 

The  100%  Mortgage  Rate 
will  also  increase  to  7.75% 
per  annum,  along  with  the  Royal 
Premier  Mortgage  Rate  to  6.50%, 
with  effect  from  this  date. 

Existing  arrangements 
apply  for  Centralised  Mortgage 
Services  customers. 

y* 

M 

The  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland 

The  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  pic. 

Registered  Office-.  36  SL  Andrew  Square,  Edinburgh  EH2  2YB. 
Registered  in  Scotland  No.  903 12. 
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THE  TIMES  WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER  IS  1996 


Law  Report  December  18 1996  Court  of  Appeal 


Circumstances  vital  to  level  of 


Smoidon  v  Whitworth  and 
Another 

Bcfurc  Lord  Bingham  of  ComhilL 
Lord  Chief  Justice.  Lord  Justice 
Mummery  and  Sir  Brian  Neill 

[Judgment  December  17] 

The  level  of  care  required  of  the 
referee  of  an  under-19  colts  rugby 
football  match  towards  a  player 
was  that  appropriate  in  all  the 
circumstances.  tailing  full  account 
of  the  factual  context  m  which  he 
was  exercising  his  functions  as  a 
referee. 

Thut  contest  included  his 
responsibility  to  protea  players’ 
safety  and  to  apply  the  rules  of  the 
game  in  fori*  at  the  lime.  in 
particular,  those  designed  to 
minimise  the  ackntwledged  risk  of 
serious  spinal  injury  resulting 
from  scrum  collapse. 

Where,  therefore,  a  referee  failed 
to  lake  appropriate  steps  under  the 
rules  to  prevent  scrum  collapse  so 
that  the  plaintiff  suffered  serious 
spinal  injury  the  referee  was  liable 
for  that  foreseeable  consequence  of 
his  breach  of  duty. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held, 
dismissing  an  appeal  by  the  sec¬ 
ond  defendant  Michael  Nolan, 
from  Mr  Justice  Curtis  (The  Times 
April  23.  19%)  who  had  made  a 
finding  of  liability  against  him  in 
res  pea  of  his  refereeing  of  an 
under-19  colts  match  on  October 
19.  |uo|.  in  which  the  plaintiff. 
Benjamin  Smoidon.  then  aged  17*5 
and  the  captain  and  hooker  uf  the 
Sutton  Coldfield  Colts,  was  seri¬ 
ously  injured  when  his  neck  was 
broken  in  a  collapsing  scrum 
during  a  match  against  the  Burton 
Cbiis. 

The  plaintiff  did  nor  appeal 
against  the  judge's  dismissal  ofhis 


claim  against  the  first  defendant 
Thomas  Whitworth,  a  fellow 
player. 

Mr  Richard  Davies.  QC  and  Mr 
Neil  Block  for  the  referee;  Mr  Peter 
Andrews,  QC  and  Mr  Philip 
Leham  for  the  plaintiff. 

THE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE, 
giving  the  judgment  of  the  court. 

said  that  although  earlier  takes 
had  explored  the  duty  awed  by  one 
sporting  participant  to  another  (see 
Rootes  v  Shelton  {(lQbS|  ALR  33); 
Condon  v  Basi  Q198S]  1  WLR  866) 
and  Elliott  r  Saunders  (un¬ 
reported.  QB.  June  10. 1994))  and 
that  owed  by  a  sporting  participant 
to  a  spectator  ((in'  example 
Wooldridge  v  Sumner  (j  !963|  2  QB 
43)  and  Wilks  v  Cheltenham 
Hnmeguani  Motor  Cycle  and 
Light  Car  Club  (jl97l|  I  WLR  668). 
there  appeared  to  be  no  previous 
case  in  which  a  rugby  football 
player  had  sued  a  referee  in 
negligence. 

The  present  case  was  of  obvious 
importance  to  the  plaintiff  whose 
capacity  for  active  and  indepen¬ 
dent  life  had  been  blighted,  but  it 
was  also  of  concern  to  many  who 
feared  that  the  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff  would  emasculate  and 
enmesh  in  unwelcome  legal  toOs  a 
game  which  gave  pleasure  to 
millions. 

His  Lordship  referred  to  the 
context  in  which  the  issues  arose; 

1  That  rugby  football  was  a  tough, 
highly  physical  game,  not  for  the 
timid  or  die  fragile,  in  which 
participants  in  serious  competitive 
games  could  expect  a  fair  share  of 
knocks,  bruises,  strains,  abrasions 
and  minor  bony  injuries. 

2  The  laws  or  the  game  in  force 
during  the  1091/1992 season  issued 


^y  the  International  Rugby  Foot¬ 
ball  Board  and  their  accompany¬ 
ing  instructions  and  notes  for  the 
guidance  of  players  and  referees, 
which  contained  special  provisions 
for  under-19s. 

His  Lordship  set  out  the  relevant 
laws  applicable,  in  particular,  to 
under -1 9s  and  relating  to  protec¬ 
tion  during  scrummages  and 
enforcement  of  safety  measures, 
which  were  in  place  for  the  1991- 
1992  season,  specifically  to  protect 
young  players  against  the  risk  of 
spinal  injury  caused  by  collapsed 
scrums. 

He  a Iso  referred  to  a  further 
directive  issued  in  March  1991 
expressing  concern  at  the  contin¬ 
ued  lade  of  observance  of  the 
phased  sequence  of  engagement 
within  law  20(2)  and  requiring  rhe 
stria  observance  of  die  engage¬ 
ment  sequence,  crouch-touch- 
pause-engage  (CTPE). 

3  The  referee’s  function  to  super¬ 
vise  the  playing  of  rhe  match, 
endeavouring  to  apply  the  rules  of 
the  game  fairly  and  judiciously  so 
as  to  ensure  that  die  flow  of  play 
was  not  unnecessarily  interrupted, 
that  points  awarded  were  fairly 
scored  and  that  foul  or  dangerous 
play  was  discouraged  and.  where 
appropriate,  penalised  or 
prevented. 

His  Lordship  said  that  that 
function  had  often  to  be  performed 
in  the  context  of  a  fast-moving, 
competitive  and  vigorous  game, 
calling  for  split-seotvid  judgments 
and  decisions. 

The  referee  could  not  be  in  all 
parts  of  the  field  at  the  same  time; 
he  could  not  hope  to  see  everything 
that  went  on;  it  was  a  difficult  and 
demanding  job.  usually,  as  here. 


performed  out  of  guodwill  by  a 
devotee  of  the  game. 

On  the  question  or  the  duty  of 
care  owed  to  the  plaintiff  the 
referee,  founding  his  pleaded  de¬ 
fence  on  observations  of  Lord 
Justice  Seilers  and  Lord  Justice 

Diplock  in  Wooldridge  v  Sumner 
01963]  2  QB  43. 57. 67  and  68).  had 
argued  that  while  he  owed  a  duty 
of  care  and  skill  nothing  short  of 
reckless  disregard  of  the  plaintiff1* 
safety  would  suffice  to  establish  a 
breach  of  that  duty. 

The  judge  had  adopted  the  test 
proposed  by  the  plaintiff  irt  reli¬ 
ance  on  observations  of  Sir  John 
Donaldson.  Master  of  the  Roils,  in 
Condon  v  Basi  (ar  pS68)  that  the 
duty  owed  was  to  exercise  such 
degree  of  care  as  was  appropriate 
in  all  the  circumstances. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  court  the 
judge  was  correct  The  referee 
accepted  that  he  owed  a  duty  so 
that  there  was  no  issue  whether 
any  duty  of  care  arose  at  all  or 
whether  any  such  duty  was  owed 
to  the  plaintiff. 

The  issue  of  policy,  or  of  what 
was  just  and  reasonable,  did  not 
accordingly  fall  for  decision.  The 
only  question  was  what  duly  was 
owed.  The  referee  feared  that  if  the 
plaintiffs  test  were  accepted  the 
threshold  of  liability  would  be  too 
low  and  those  in  the  referee's 
position  would  he  too  vulnerable  to 
suits  by  injured  players. 

"Hie  court  did  nor  accept  that  fear 
as  well  founded.  The  level  of  care 
required  was  that  which  was 
appropriate  in  all  the  circum¬ 
stances  and  the  circumstances 
were  nf  crucial  importance. 

Full  account  had  to  be  taken  of 
the  factual  context  in  which  he 
exercised  his  functions  and  he 


care  required  of  rugby  referee 


could  not  be  properly  held  liable 
for  errors  of  judgment,  oversight 
or  lapses  of  whjdi  any  referee 
might  be  guilty  in  the  context  of  a 
fast-moving  and  vigorous  contest. 

The  threshold  of  liability  was  a 
high  one.  It  would  not  easily  be 
crossed. 

There  was  no  inconsistency  be¬ 
tween  that  conclusion  and  that 
reached  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
the  Wooldridge  and  Wilks  cases. 
The  position  of  a  referee  vis-a-vis 
the  players  was  not  the  same  as 
that  of  a  participant  in  a  contest 
vis-a-vis  a  spectator. 

One  ofhis  responsibilities  was  to 
safeguard  the  players'  safety.  So 
although  the  legal  duly  was  the 
same,  the  practical  content  differed 

according  to  the  quite  different 
circumstances. 

The  referee  had  submitted  that 
the  injury  to  the  plaintiff  had  not 
been  caused  by  him  directly,  but  as 
the  result  of  acts  and  omissions  on 
the  part  of  third  parties,  the  other 
members  of  the  scrum,  and  that  he 
could  not  be  held  liable  unless  the 
court  found  that  there  was  a  high 
level  of  probability  of  injury  of  me 
kind  which  the  laws  were  designed 
to  prevent  as  a  result  of  a  scrum 
collapse. 

The  court  rejected  that  sub¬ 
mission.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  scrummaging  rules  were 
designed  to  minimise  the  risk  of 
spinal  injuries  caused  in  collaps¬ 
ing  scrums,  that  bring  a  risk  of 
which  those  managing  or  coaching 
rugby  teams  or  refereeing  or 
playing  in  matches  were  by  Octo¬ 
ber  1991  well  aware. 

It  was  accepted  that  the  referee 
owed  the  plaintiff  a  duty  of  care 
and  skill  and  that  serious  spinal 


injury  was  a  foreseeable  con¬ 
sequence  of  a  scrum  collapse  and 
of  failure  to  prevent  such  collapse. 

If  the  referee  were  properly 
found  to  be  in  breach  of  his  duty  of 
care  by  failing  to  take  appropriate 
steps  to  prevent  a .collapse  and  if  as 

a  result  of  his  failure  a  scrum  did 
collapse  and  a  player  thereby 
suffered  spinal  injuries  of  a  kina 
the  rules  were  designed  to  prevent, 
then'  the  referee  would  be  liable  in 
law  for  that  foreseeable  result  of 
his  breach  of  duty,  despite  the  fact 
that,  quantified  statistically,  it  was 
a  result  which  was  very  unlikely  to 
eventuate.  ' 

His  Lordship,  referring  to  the 
judged  findings,  said  that  the 
judge  had  been  satisfied  by  the 
evidence  that  the  scrums  were 
repeatedly  coming  together  in  a 
rushed  way  and  with  excessive 
force;  that  those  impacts  were  the 
likely  cause  of  a  large  majority  of 
scrums  collapsing  and  (hat  the 
number  of  impact  collapses  had 
been  abnormally  high. 

While  declining  to  find  precisely 
how  many  scrums  collapsed  in 
that  way.  he  had  accepted  the  body 
of  responsible  evidence  at  (rial  (hat 
there  had  been  at  least  twenty 
scrum  collapses. 

Referring  to  the  evidence  at  trial, 
including  that  given  by  four  wit¬ 
nesses  whom  the  judge  had  found 
impressive  and  reliable,  his  Lord- 
ship  said  it  had  been'  their  dear 
and  unshaken  evidence  that  the 
referee  had  not  during  the  match 
insisted  on  the  CTPE  sequence 
being  followed  and  that  .it  had  not 
been  followed. 

Of  the  three  expert  witnesses  the 
judge  had  gained  most  help  from 
the  expert  called  by  the  referee 
who.  as  the  judge  accepted,  had 


explained  the  difficulty  for  a  ref¬ 
eree  of  spotting  who  was  collaps¬ 
ing  the  scrum,  but  that  recent  law 
change  in  1991  had  given  referees 
of  colts  matches  the  power  they 
needed  to  stop  scrums  collapsing 
and  that  the  referee  in  such  games 
was  under  an  active  duty  to  do  so. 

In  the  expert's  .  opinion  the 
referee's  responsibility  was  to  en- 
sure  the  players  did  not  injure 
themselves  or  others,  having 'what 
he  had  called  “a  preventive  man¬ 
tle";  that  if  the  CTPE  sequence 
were  properly  applied  with  evenly 
matched  scrums,  as  hi  the  present 
case,  he  would  no/  expect  as  many 
as  five  to  six  collapsed  scrums,  and 
that  if  there  were  25  that  would 
indicate  that  the  referee's  standard 
of  refereeing  was  below  an  accept¬ 
able  standard. 

His  Lordship  referred  to  the 
judge’s  conclusions  that  the  referee 
had  hot  enforced  the  CTPE  se¬ 
quence;  that  he  had.  given  the 
extent  of  collapsed  scrums  and  in 
the  light  of  his  own  expert’s 
evidence,  fallen  below  the  stan¬ 
dard  of  a  reasonably  competent 
referee  in  refereeing  the  scrum¬ 
mages  in  that  game. 

Alternatively  to  his  main  de¬ 
fence,  the  referee  had  pleaded  the 
•defence  of  volenti  non  fit  injuria, 
that  the  plaintiff  had  consented  to 
the  risk  of  injury  of  the  type  he  had 
sustained  by  wluntarily  playing 
as  a  member  of  the  front  row 
and/or  participating  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  collapsing  thereby  also 
increasing  the  risk  that  the  oppos¬ 
ing  front  row  might  seek  to  do  the 
same. 

The  judge  had  rightly  rejected 
that  defence.  In  the  court's  judg¬ 
ment  the  plaintiff  had  consented  to 


the  ordinary  incidents  of  a  game  of 
rugby  football  of  the  kind  in  which 
he  was  taking  part. 

Given,  however,  that  the  rules 
were  framed  for  the  protection  of 
him  and  other  players  in  the  same 
position,  he  could  not  possibly  be 
said  to  have  consented  to  a  breach 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  offidai 
whose  duty  it  was  to  apply  die 
rules  and  ensure  so  Ear  as  possible 
thai  they  were  observed. 

If  the  plaintiff  had  been  identi¬ 
fied  as  the  prime  culprit  in  causing 
the  collapse  then  that  defence,  and 
contributory  negligence,  might  call 

for  consideration.  But  that  was  not 
the  case. 

Hie  judge  had  emphasised  dial 
his  judgment  in  the  plaintiffs 
favour  was  reached  on  the  very 
special  facts  of  that  case:  He  had 
not  intended  to  open  the  door  to  a 
plethora  of  claims  by  players 
against  referees  and  it  would  Ik 
deplorable  if  that  were  the  result. 

In  die  court's  view,  that  result 
should-  not  follow  provided  all 
concerned  appreciated  how  diffi¬ 
cult  it  was  for  any  plaintiff  to 
establish  thai  a  referee  failed  to 
exercise  such  core  and  skill  as  was 
reasonably  to  be  expected  in  the 
circumstances  of  a  hotly  contested 
game  of  rugby  football. 

The  court  was  caused  to  wonder 
whether  it  would  not  be  beneficial 
if  all  players  were,  as  a  matter  of 
general  practice,  to  be  insured  not 
against  negligence  but  against  the 
risk  of  catastrophic  injury. 

That  was  no  doubt  a  matter  to 
which  those  responsible  for  the 
administration  oil  rugby  football 
had  given  anxious  attention.  . 

The  appeal  would  be  dismissed. 

Solicitors:  Davies  Arnold  Coo- 
pen  Evil!  &  Coleman.  Putney. 


Resolving  dispute  on 
creditor’s  petition 


Alipour  v  HOC  Corporation 
Before  Lord  Justice  McCowan. 
Lord  Justice  Peter  Gibson  and 
Lord  Justice  Hutchison 
[Judgment  December  !7| 

The  Companies  Court  should  not 
normally  refuse  to  determine  a 
dispute  on  a  creditor's  winding-up 
petition  even  where  it  related  to  the 
petitioner's  locus  standi,  if  the 
existence  or  the  petition  was  nut 
likely  to  cause  substantial  damage 
to  the  company. 

The  Court  uf  Appeal  so  held 
when  allowing  an  appeal  by 
Golam  Reza  Alipour  from  the 
order  of  Mr  Justice  Knox  on  May 
21.  1996  whereby  he  dismissed  a 
petition  to  wind  up  Li DC  Corpora¬ 
tion.  an  international  business 
company,  under  seaion  124  of  the 
Insolvency  Aa  1986. 

The  petition  was  a  contributory^ 
petition  but  the  respondents. 
Fereshteh  Ary  and  Alexander 
Schweininger.  shareholders  in 
UOC  Corporation,  disputed  the 
petitioner's  locus  standi.  Mr  Jus¬ 
tice  Knox  held  that  the  dispute  as 
to  locus  standi  should  be  deter¬ 
mined  outside  the  petition  and  not 
as  a  preliminary  issue. 

MrVictor  Joffeforthe  petitioner; 
Mr  Roger  Kaye.  QC.  for  the 
respondents. 

LORD  JUSTICE  PETER  GIB¬ 
SON  said  that  Mr  Justice  Knox 
had  referred  to  In  reJN2Ltd  flI978J 
I  WLR  183)  which  held  thai  where 
there  was  a  contributory's  petition 
but  the  petitioners  status  as  a 
contributory  was  in  dispute  that 
dispute  should  be  determined  first 
before  the  petition  was  presented. 

His  Lordship  said  that  it  had 
long  been  the  practice  of  the 
Companies  Court  when  faced  with 
a  creditor's  petition  based  on  a 
disputed  debt  to  dismiss  it  insist¬ 


ing  (hat  the  dispute  be  determined 
outside  the  petition. 

The  reason  was  a  pragmatic  one. 
the  Companies  Court  being  ill 
equipped  to  deal  with  the  resolu¬ 
tion  of  disputes  of  fa  cl 

It  was  only  a  rule  of  practice  and 
not  one  of  law  for  the  Companies 
Court  to  refuse  to  determine  a 
dispute  on  the  creditor  petitioners 
locus  standi  and  (hat  rule  was 
(Texibte  especially  when  to  go  to 
another  court  would  effectively 
deprive  the  petitioner  of  any  rem¬ 
edy;  see  In  re  Russian  and  English 
Bank  Q1932]  I  Ch  663;  (1932)  48 
TLR  282)  and  In  re  Claybridge 
Shipping  Co  SA  (|1981[  Com  LR 
107). 

In  In  re  IN 2  Ltd  it  was  said  that 
it  was  all  the  more  important  that  a 
petitioner  whose  status  as  a 
contributory  was  in  dispute  should 
not  be  permitted  to  present  a 
petition  and  thereby  interfere  with 
dispositions  by  the  company  of  its 
assets  and  risk  damaging  the 
financial  standing  of  the  company. 

It  was  submitted  by  the  pe¬ 
titioner  before  their  Lordships  that 
that  case,  although  right  at  rhe 
time  it  was  decided,  should  no 
longer  be  followed.  It  was  rightly 
pointed  out.  his  Lordship  said,  that 
significant  procedural  changes 
had  occurred  since  1977.  The 
likelihood  of  damage  being  done  to 
a  company  through  the  existence 
of  such  a  petition  was  roiw  very 
much  reduced. 

It  was  hard  to  see  why  the 
Companies  Court  should  now 
normally  refuse  to  determine  a 
dispute,  even  if  it  did  relate  to  the 
petitioner's  locus  standi,  if  the 
existence  of  the  petition  was  not 
likely  to  cause  substantial  damage 
or  inconvenience  to  the  company. 

However,  their  Lordships  would 


not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  court 
could  not  lake  into  account  the 
factor  that  there  was  a  genuine 
dispute  as  to  the  locus  standi  of  the 
petitioner. 

There  might  be  evidence  of 
damage  or  inconvenience  caused 
to  the  company  through  the  contin¬ 
ued  existence  of  die  petition  and 
the  circumstances  might  indicate 
that  the  appropriate  course  was  to 
require  the  dispute  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  outside  the  petition. 

In  light  of  (he  authorities  as 
affected  by  the  current  procedures 
of  the  Companies  Court,  the  cur¬ 
rent  position  was;  (a)  a  creditor^ 
petition  based  on  a  disputed  defat 
would  normally  bedismissed:  (b)  it 
would  nor  be  dismissed  if  the 
petitioning  creditor  had  a  good 
arguable  case  that  he  was  a 
creditor  and  the  effect  of  dismissal 
would  be  to  deprive  the  petitioner 
of  a  remedy  or  otherwise  injustice 
would  result  or  for  some  other 
sufficient  reason  the  petition 
should  proceed;  (c)  on  a  contribu¬ 
tory*  petition  where  the  locus 
standi  of  the  petitioner  was  dis¬ 
puted.  the  court  would  consider  ali 
the  d/cum  stances,  including  the 
likelihood  of  damage  to  the  com¬ 
pany  if  the  petition  was  not 
dismissed,  in  determining  whether 
to  require  the  petitioner  m  seek  the 
determination  or  die  dispute  out¬ 
side  the  petition. 

In  ihe  circumstances  of  the 
present  case,  the  court  being  free  to 
exercise  its  own  discretion,  the 
petition  would  not  be  dismissed 
notwithstanding  the  dispute  as  to 
the  petitioner's  locus  standi  but 
would  be  allowed  to  proceed  so 
that  the  petitioner  was  not  left 
without  a  remedy. 

Solicitors:  Palmer  Cowcru  Veaie 
Wasbrough,  BristoL 


AN  EXCLUSIVE  COMPETITION  THE TIMES 


Win  a  £17,200 
Toyota  Picnic  FFV 


The  Times  offers  readers  the  chance  to  and  a  power  outlet  in  the  rear — essential 
win  every  family's  dream  car  —  the  new  for  the  children's  personal  stereo.  Safety 
Toyota  Picnic  Family  Fun  Vehicle  which  -  features  indude  dual  air  bags,  side 


will  be  going  on  sale  in  the  UK  for  the  impact  beams,  crumple  zones  and  impact 
first  time  in  January;  The  six-seat er  has  energy  absorbing  body  frame  structure, 

been  designed  to  make  travelling  with 
children  a  more  comfortable  experience.  HOWTO  ENTER 
While  working  on  the  new  car’s  For  your  chance  to  win  the  Toyota  Picnic 

development,  Toyota  commissioned  a  collect  four  differently  numbered  tokens 
report  by  a  leading  psychologist  to  from  the  seven  appearing  inTTie  Times 

investigate  family  traveL  The  report  between  Dec  14-21, 1996.  Send  them  with 

identified  that  although  it  may  not  be  the  completed  entry  form  which  wiUbe 
possible  to  change  children's  behaviour,.  published  again  on  Saturday,  along  with 
there  are  certain  fundamentals  that  the  terms  and  conditions,  to:  The  Times ! 


.ensure  more  peaceful  journeys.  Toyota  Picnk  Competition,  Ashehtree 


The  Toyota  Picnic  Family  Fun  Vehicle  Court.  London 
has  a  list  of  impressive  features  including  EC88  8NG. 
six  individual  seats,  all  with  3-point  seat  Closing  date  for 

belts,  giving  children  their  own  space  to  entries  is  first 
minimise  the  risk  of  irritation.  There  are  post  Friday 
a  total  of  17  different  seat  combinations  January  17, 1997. 


T  THEtfgfeTIMES 

|  ®  TOYOTA 

j  picnic 
I  TOKEN  4 


i  _ 


i 

i 


CHANGING  TIMES 


Inducing  unfair  dismissal  gives  rise  to  no  liability 


Wilson  v  Housing 
Corporation 


Before  Mr  Justice  Dyson 
[Reasons  November  19] 

The  tort  of  inducing  unfair  dis¬ 
missal  did  not  exist. 

Mr  Justice  Dyson  so  stated  in 
the  Queen's  Bench  Division  in  a 
reserved  judgment  giving  reasons 
why  he  had  on  November  12 
refused  leave  to  the  plaintiff. 
Edwin  John  Wilson,  to  amend  his 
statement  of  claim  to  add  a  new 
cause  of  action,  namely  an  allega¬ 
tion  that  the  Housing  Corporation 
induced  his  former  employer. 
Pierhead  Housing  Association,  to 
commit  an  unfair  dismissal. 

In  December  19S7  Mr  Wilson 
was  summarily  dismissed  from 
his  employment  by  Pierhead  on 
the  ground  of  alleged  gross  mis¬ 
conduct.  In  1988  he  brought 
proceedings  for  unfair  dismissal  in 
the  industrial  tribunal.  His  com¬ 
plaint  was  upheld  and  he  was 
awarded  compensation. 

In  1993  he  instituted  proceedings 
against  the  Housing  Corporation. 
By  his  statement  of  claim  he 
claimed  additional  compensation 
from  the  corporation  by  way  of 
damages  at  common  law. 

He  alleged  that  the  corporation 
(i)  induced  Pierhead  to  break  the 
contract  of  employment;  (if) 


committed  the  tort  of  intimidation 
by  threatening  unlawfully  to  use 
its  statutory  powers  unless 
Pierhead  dismissed  him;  and  (iii) 
committed  the  tort  of  misfeasance 
in  public  office  by  abusing  its 
powers. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  trial  he 
sought  leave  to  add  a  fourth  cause 
of  action,  namely  an  allegation  of 
inducing  Pierhead  id  commit  an 
unfair  dismissal. 

Mr  John  Hendy,  QC  and  Ms 
Beverley  Lang  for  Mr  Wilson;  Mr 
Andrew  Hochhauser  and  Mr  Paul 
Stanley  for  the  Housing 
Corporation. 

MR  JUSTICE  DYSON  said  that 
counsel  were  unable  to  find  any 
previous  authority-on  thequestion. 

Mr  Hendy  adopted  as  a  correct 
statement  of  the  law  paragraph  23- 
22  in  Clerk  and  Linsell  on  Torts 
(!7th  edition  (199SJ).  He  submitted 
that  the  essence  of  the  cause  of 
action  was  that  the-  plaintiff  had 
suffered  the  violation  of  a  right  at 
the  hands  of  a  third  party  which 
had  been  brought  about  by  the 
knowing  and  deliberate  acts  of  the 
defendant 

It  was  a  necessary  condition  of 
liability  on  the  part  of  the  defen¬ 
dant  that  the  plaintiff  should  have 
an  enforceable  right  against  the 
third  party.  It  was  not.  however, 
necessary  that  the  breach  of  statu¬ 


tory  duty  should  give  rise  to  a 
cause  of  action  and  be  actionable 
by  the  plaintiff  against  the  third 
parly  in  a  court  of  law. 

Mr  Hochhauser  accepted  the 
existence  of  the  tort  of  inducing  a 
breach  of  statutory  duty.  He 
submitted,  however,  that  it  was  not 
every  such  inducement  that  was 
actionable. 

In  particular,  he  argued  that  the 
plaintiff  had  to  show  that  the  right 
that  had  been  violated  by  the  third 
party  was  a  legal  or  equitable  right 
which  was  capable  of  forming  the 
basis  of  a  cause  of  action,  that  is, 
capable  of  being  sued  upon  as  a 
tort:  see  Associated  British  Ports  v 
TCWU  01989]  ICR  557.  571B).' 
although  Lord  Justice  Neill  whs 
not  there  addressing  the  point  to  be 
decided  in  the  present  case.  .  . 

Mr  Hochhauser  submitted  that 
the  right  not  to  be  unfairly  dis¬ 
missed.  created  by  what  was  now 
section  94  of  the  consolidating 
Employment  Rights  Aa  1996,  was . 
not  capable  of  being  sued  upon  as 
a  ton  in  a  court  of  taw;  it  could  only 
be  the  subject  of  a  complaint  to  an 
industrial  tribunal. 

The  statute  provided  a  complete 
code  in  respect  of  remedies  for. 
unfair  dismissal  The  exclusive 
remedy  of  an  employee  far 
infringement  of  his  right  not  to  be 
unfairly  dismissed  was  by  way  of 


complaint  to  an  industrial  tri¬ 
bunal.  To  recognise  die  existence 
of.  die  tort  of  inducing  unfair 
dismissal  would  upset  (he  special 
remedies  created  by  ftrliament  to 
deal  with  unfair  dismissal. 

First,  it  would  require  the  coart 
to  determine  whether  dismissal 
was  unfair.  In  some  cases,  such  as 
in.  the  present,  an  industrial  tri¬ 
bunal  would  already  have  ruled  on 
that  question;  but  the  decision  of 
the  tribunal  was  not  admissible  to . 
prove  an  unfair  dismissal:  see 
Hollington  vHewthom  Q1943|  KB 
547)  and  Land  Securities  pic  v 
Westminster  Citv  Council  QI993|  I 
WLR2S6.2S8E-H). 

Second,  if  the  tort  of  inducing 
unfair  dismissal  existed,  it  could 
only  be  sued  upon  in  the  ordinary 
courts.  Such  a  daim  could  not  be 
presented  loan  industrial  tribunal, 
since  such  tribunals  were  crea¬ 
tures  of  statute  and  had  “no 
inherent,  general  or  residual  juris¬ 
dictions  see  per  Mr  Justice  Mum¬ 
mery  in  Secretary  of  State  for 
Employment  V  Mann  QI99b|  ICR 
197. 204F). 

-If  it  was  open  to  the  plaintiff  to. 
sue  the  defendant  in  the  ordinary 
courts  for  the  tort  of  inducing 
unfair  dismissal,  then  various 
important  safeguards  and  fimita- 
tions  imposed  by.  Rirtiament  on 
the  statutory  right  to  complain 


about  an  alleged  unfair  dismissal 
could  be  rirai  invented. 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment,  the 
cause  of  action  of  inducing  unfair 
dismissal  did  not  exist  largely  for 
the  reasons  given  above.  His 
Lordship  noted  that  there  was  no 
authority  requiring  him  to  hold 
that  the  tort  existed.  Nor  could  he 
accept  that  principle  obliged  him 
to  go  down  that  route  when 
authority  did  nor  point  the  way. 

Pan  of  die  reasoning  that  led  his 
Lordship  to  conclude  that  die  tort 
of  inducing  unfair  dismissal  did 
not  exist  was  that  the  only  breach 
of  statutory  duly  that  could  found  a 
claim  for  inducing  breach  of 
statutory  duly  was  one  which  was 
actionable  in  the  courts. 

That  reasoning  was  not  limited 
to  claims  for  breach  of  the  statu¬ 
tory  duty  not  to  be  unfairly 
dismissed.  It  would  equally  apply 
to  rule  out  as  a  cause  of  action  the 
inducing  of  breaches  of  other 
statutory  duties  the  breach  of 
which  could  not  give  rise  to  actions 
in  the  courts. 

There  were  in  any  event  reasons 
peculiar  to  complaints,  of  unfair 
dismissal  that  led  to  die  conclusion 
that  the  tort  to  inducing  unfair 
dismissal  did  not  exist. 

Solicitors:  Whittles,  Manchester 
Trowers  &  Hamlins. 


No  damages  over 
broken  lift 


Berryman  v  Hounslow 
London  Borough  Council 
The  tenant  of  an  18-storey  block  of 
Dais  who  suffered  back  injury  as  a 
result  of  walking  up  four  flights  of 
stairs  because  the  lift  was  unavail¬ 
able  was  not  entitled  to  damages 
for  breach  of  the  landlord1:  dure  to 
keep  the  lift  m  working  order. 

Ihe  Court  of  Appeal  (Lord 
Justice  Stuart-Smith.  Lord  Justice 
Henry  and  Lord  Justice  Aidous)  so 
held  on  November  2D  when  unani¬ 
mously  allowing  an  appeal  by  the 
defendant  landlord,  the  London 
Borough  of  Hounslow,  from  a 
decision  of  Mr  Recorder  Atchley  at 
Brentford  County  Court  on  July  II. 
1995  to  award  (he  plaintiff.  Bar¬ 
bara  Marie  Berryman,  damages  of 


£24.374.44  for  personal  injury  and 
consequential  loss. 

LORD  JUSTICE  HENRY  said 
that  tile  recorder  applied  too  low  a 
threshold  of  the  foreseeability  test. 
The  breach  of  contract  in  question 
was  that  the  lift  was  immobile 
when  it  was  needed.  An  immobile 
lift  was  a  safe  lift. 

But  a  lift  was  also  a  means  of 
access  and  it  was  not  unlikely  that 
someone  thus  incommoded  would 
walk  up  the  stairs. 

The  Fact  that  that  might  make 
him  marginally  more  likely  to 
stumble  did  not  make  stumbling  a 
foreseeable  consequence  of  the 
breach  of  the  duty  to  keep  the  lift  in 
reasonable  repair. 


Why  court  will  not  hear 
evidence  about  juiy 


Regina  v  Miah 
Regina  y  Akhbar 
It  was  a  settled  rule  of  long 
standing  that  an  appellate  court 
would  not  receive  evidence  from 
jurors  about  discussions  or  other 
matters  that  look  place  in  the  jury 
box  or  jury  room  concerning  die 
cases  in  which  they  were  acting. 
The  barrier  to  the  reception  of  sudi 
material  was  not  to  be  found  in  the 
Contempt  of  Court  Aa  1981  bo  tin  a 
king  line  of  authorities. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  (Lord 
Justice  Kennedy,  Mr  Justice  John¬ 
son  and  Mr  Justice  Timothy 
Walker)  so  stated  on  December  9 
in  a  reserved  judgment  dismissing 
the  appeals  of  Badrul  Hussain 
Miah  and  Showkat  Akhbar . 


against  their  convictions  on  Octo¬ 
ber  31, 1995  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court  (Mrs  Justice  Steel  and  a 
juiy).  Miah  was  convicted  of 
conspiracy  to  inflict  grievous 
bodily  harm,  violent  disorder  and 
murder;  Akhbar  was  convicted  of 
violent  disorder. 

LORD  JUSTICE  KENNEDY, 
giving  reasons  far  the  court's 
refusal  on  November  8  to  adjourn 
and  order  an  investigation  into 
allegations  made  in'  a  document 
prepared  by  on  alleged  juror,  said 
that  submissions  made  to  their 
Lordships  seemed  to  have  been 
based  upon  the  false  proposition 
that  the  court  should  be  prepared 
to  consider  any  material  the 
obtaining  of  which  would  not 


constitute  an  offence  contrary  to 
section  8(1)  of  the  1981  Act. 

However,  the  barrier  to  receiv¬ 
ing  the  material  was  not  to  be 
found  in  chat  Act  but  in  the  long 
line  of  authorities,  some  of  which 
set  out  in  terms  why  the  harrier 
had  to  be  maintained:  see  Ellis  v 
Deer  QI922]  2  KB  1 13. 121). 

Correction 

in  Armstrong  and  O  thers  v  British 
Coal '  Corporation  (The  Times 
December  6)  the  firm  of  Thompson 
&  Co.  Sunderland,  should  be 
included  among  solicitors  acting 
far  die  plaintiffs.  British  Coal  were 
represented  by  Nabarro 
Nathanson,  Sheffield. 


Human  Rights  Law  Report  Strasbourg 

Right  not  to  incriminate  oneself  infringed 


Saunders  v  United  Kingdom 

(Case  43/1994/490/572) 

Before  R.  Bernhard l  President 
and  Judges  Thor  ViBijalmsson.  F. 
Gblcukhi,  L.-E.  Petti ti.  B.  Walsh. 
A.  Spiel  man  n.  J.  De  Meyer,  N. 
Valticos,  S.  K.  Martens.  E.  Palm. 
R.  Pekkanen.  A  N.  Loizdu,  J.  M. 
Morenilla.  Sir  John  Freeland.  L 
WikJhaber.  G.  Mifsud  BonnkL  J. 
Makarczyk.  D.  Gotehev.  B.  Repik 
and  P.  Kuris 
Registrar  H.  Petzdd 
Depury  Registrar  P.  J.  Mahoney 
| Judgment  December  171 
The  use  by  the  prosecution  at  the 
applicant's  trial  of  statements 
given  under  legal  compulsion  dur¬ 
ing  a  statutory  investigation  into 
corporate  fraud,  infringed  the  ap¬ 
plicant's  right  not  to  incriminate 
himself. 

The  European  Court  of  Human 
Rights  hdd  by  16  votes  to  four  that 
there  had  been  a  violation  of  article 
6.1  or  the  European  Convention  on 
Human  Rights.  The  Court  de¬ 
clined  to  award  the  applicant 
compensation  but  awarded  him 
E75.GOO  costs  and  expenses. 

Article  b  of  the  Convention 
provides;  "1  In  the  determination 
of ...  any  criminal  charge  against 
him.  everyone  is  entitled  to  a  fair 
. . .  hearing  ...  by  an  independent 
and  impartial  tribunal. . ." 

Mr  Saunders  was  chief  exec¬ 
utive  officer  of  Guinness  pic  when 
the  company  bought  Distillers  pk 
in  April  1986,  following  a  takeover 
battle  with  the  Argyll  Group  pic. 

In  _  December  1986  inspectors 
appointed  by  (he  Department  of 
Trade  and  Industry  began  an 
inquiry  into  a  negations  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  takeover  battle  Guinness 
had  artificially  maintained  or  in¬ 
flated  its  share  price  by  means  nf 
an  unlawful  share  support 
operation. 

In  the  first  six  months  uf  1987  the 


applicant  was  interviewed  by  the 
inspectors  on  nine  occasions,  on 
each  of  which  be  was  accompanied 
by  his  legal  advisers. 

He  was  required  by  law  to 
'answer  the  questions  pur  to  him. 
Failure  to  do  so  could  lead  to  3 
determination  by  a  court  that  be 
was  in  contempt  and  the  im¬ 
position  of  a  fine  or  a  prison 
sentence  of  up  to  two  years:  see 
sections  432(2]  and  436(3)  of  the 
Companies  Act  J9S5. 

In  January  1987.  Ihe  DTI  inspec¬ 
tors  notified  the  secretary  of  stale 
(hat  they  had  found  evidence  of. 
possible  criminal  offenaes.  The 
transcripts  and  documents  ob¬ 
tained  as  a  result  of  the  interviews 
were  passed  on  to  the  Crown 
Prosecution  Service  which  sub¬ 
sequently  made  them  available  to 
the  police.  The  police  launched 
their  own  investigations  at  the 
beginning  of  May. 

The  applicant  was  subsequently 
charged  on  15  counts  including 
right  counts  ol  false  accounting, 
two  counts  of  theft  and  several 
count:;  of  cmspiracy.  He  and  hit 
ctHlefendents  were  sent  for  trial  at 
the  crown  court  in  April  1989. 

At  a  preliminary  stage  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  crown  court,  the 
applicant  requested  that  the  eighth 
and  ninth  interviews  contained  in 
the  DTI  transcripts  be  ruled  in¬ 
admissible.  The  court  upheld  his 
request 

At  his  trial  the  applicant  denial 
any  involvement  in  wrongdoing. 
The  prosecution  sought  to  prove 
the  case  against  him  by  using  the 
transcripts  of  statements  he  made 
to  the  inspectors.  At  one  stage  in 
the  (rial  the  prosecution  read  out  to 
the  juiy  over  a  three-day  period 
transcripts  of  interviews  he  had 
with  the  inspectors. 

In  August  1990.  the  crown  court 
convicted  the  applicant  on  12 
courts  in  respect  of  conspiracy. 


false  accounting  and  (heft  and 
sentenced  him  to  five  years 
imprisonment  In  May  1991  the 
Court  of  Appeal  rejected  [he appeal 
on  all  but  one. count,  but  reduced 
the  term  of  imprisonment  to  two- 
and  a  half  years,  fn  July  1991  the 
House  of  Lords  refused  leave  to 
appeal. 

On  December  22,  1994  the 
secretary  of  state  decided  to  refer 
the  care  of  the  appl  kant  and  bis  co- 
defendants  bade  to  the  Court  of 
Appeal  in  the  light  of  new  evi¬ 
dence.  On  November  27,  1995  the 
Court  of  Appeal  again  rejected  die 
appeal  and  on  December  6.  1995 
refused  to  certify  a  pant  of  law  of 
general  public  impartanae  for  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  application  was  lodged  with 
the  European  Commission  of  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  on  Juty  20. 198&  It  was 
declared  admissible  on  December 
7. 1993. 

In  its  report  of  May  10. 1994  on 
the  merits  of  (he  application,  (he 
Com  mission  expressed  the  opinion 
by  14  votes  to  one  that  there  had 
been  a  violation  of  article  6.1  of  the 
Convention. 

In  its  judgement  the  European 
CPurt  of  Human  RighLs  hdd; 

I  Alleged  violation  of  artlde  6 
A  The  right  not  to  incriminate 
oneself 

The  Court  observed  thai  the 
applicant's  complaint  was  con-, 
fated  to  the  use  made  by  the 
prosecution  at  the  trial  of  the 
statements  which  the  applicant 
had  given  to  the  inspectors  under 
legal  compulsion. 

It  was  not  called  upon  to 
consider  the  conduct  of  the  admin¬ 
istrative  investigation  by  the 
inspectors,  which  in  any  event 
were  not  subject tothe  guarantees  - 
of  a  judicial  procedure  contained 
in  article  6.1  of  rhe  Convention:  see 
Fayed  v  United  Kingdom  (77re 


Times  October  11,  1994;  Series  A 
No  294-B.  fs47.  paragraphs  66  and 
62). 

The  Court  stressed  dial  Che  right 
not  to  incriminate  oneself,  like  tin 
right  to  silence,  was  a  generally 
recognised  international  standard  - 
which  lay  at  the  heart  of  the  notion 
of  a  fair  procedure  under  article  6 
of  the  Gnrvention. 

The  right,  which  had  dose  links 
with  die  presumption  of  innocents 
contained  in  article  62.  was 
primarily  concerned  with  respect¬ 
ing  the  will  of  (he. accused  to 
remain  silent. 

It  did  not  extend  to  the  use  in 
criminal  proceedings  of  material 
which  might  be  obtained  from  the 
accused  under  legal  compulsion 
but  which  had  an  existence  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  accused's  will 
sudi  as  breath,  blood  and  urine 
samples  and  bodily  tissue  for  the 
purpose  of  DNA  testing. 

In  the  Court's  opinion,  whether 
or  not  the  applicant's  right  not  to 
incriminate  himself  hod  been  un¬ 
justifiably  infringed  in  the  d  rcu in¬ 
stances  of  the  ease  depended  on  the 
use  made  by  the  prosecution  at  the 
trial  of  the  statements  which  he 
had  been  obliged  to  give  (o  the 
inspectors  on  pain  of  sanction. 

It  was  irrelevant  that  they  may 
not  have  been  seif-incriminating. 
The  righl  not  to  incriminate  one¬ 
self  could  not  reasonably  be  con¬ 
fined  to  statements,  of  admissions 
of  wrongdoing  or  to  remarks 
which  were  directly  incriminating 
since  even  neutral  evidence  might 
be  deployed  in  a  way  which 
supported  the  prosecution's  case. 

As  to  Ihe  use  made  of  the 
appHamrs  statements,  the  Court 
.found  that  the  prosecution  had 
onpfoyed  in  an  incriminating 
manner  in  order  to  cast  doubt  on 
his  honesty  and  to  establish  his 
■  mvafvemeM  in  the  unlawful  share 
support  operation.  T 


The  Court  noted  that  part  of  the 
transcript  of  his  answers  to  the 
inspectors  had  been  read  out  to  die 
jury  over  a  three-day  period  de¬ 
spite  his  objections. 

Accordingly,  there  had  been  an 
infringement  of  the  applicants 
right  not  to  incriminate  himself, 
and  the  public  intent  in  combating 
fraud  could  not  be  invoked  to 
justify  the  use  of  answers  ,  com¬ 
pulsorily  obtained  in  a  non-judicial 
investigation  lb  incriminate  him  at 
his  trial. 

B  Alleged  misuse  of  powers  by 
the  prosecuting  authorities 
In  the  light  of  the  above  finding, 
the  Court  did  not  find  it  necessary 
to  examine  the  applicant  allega¬ 
tions  that  the  prosecuting  authori¬ 
ties  had.  deliberately  delayed  the 
start  of  the  police  investigation  to 
stable  the  inspectors  to  gather 
evidence  under  their  compulsory 
powers. 

C  Conclusion 

In  conclusion,  the  Court  held. 
Judges  Valticos.  GolcuklG.  Mar¬ 
tens  and  KQris  dissenting,  that  the 
applicant  was  deprived  of  a  fair 
tearing  in  violation  of  article  6.1  of 
the  Convention. 

II  Ankle  50  of  the  Convention 
The  Court  declined  to  make  an 
award  for  the  applicant's  pecu¬ 
niary  loss.  It  noted  that  it  could  not 
speculate  on  the  question  whether 
the  outcome  of  the  trial  would  have 
been  any  different  had  use  not 
teen  nude  of  the  statements  by  the 
prosecution,  and  its  finding  of  a 
breach  of  article  6  was  not  to  be 
taken  to  suggest  that 
As  to  the  applicant's  daim  for 
twn-peeuuiary  damages,  the  Court 
mnsidered  that  the  finding  of  a 
violation  constituted  sufficient  just 
satisfaction. 

.  The  Court  awarded  the' ap- 
.  plicant  E75.000  to  cover  his  costs 
and  expenses  in  oonnectiun  mth 
the  Strasbourg  proceedings.  >  •  • 
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GREECE 
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Michael  Knipe  on  the  task  facing  Costas  Simitis  and  his  Government:  to  reform  the  poorest  state  in  the  European  Union 


economy 


fresh  hope 


unemployment 


Against  a  backdrop  of 
blockades  and  strikes  by  a 
wide  spectrum  of  the 
workforce,  the  Greek  par¬ 
liament  is  this  week  debating 
budget  proposals  that  are  generally 
perceived  as  a  vital  test  of  whether 
the  country  can  overcome  its  chron¬ 
ic  economic  problems  and  raise  its 
head  in  the  European  Community. 

Since  regaining  power  in  1993, 
the  Panhellenic  Socialist  Move¬ 
ment  (Pasok)  has  made  slow  but 
marked  progress  in  turning  the 
economy  around. 

Inflation  and 
have  been  drop¬ 
ping,  economic 
growth  is  increas¬ 
ing  and  trade  has 
been  booming 
with  Eastern  Eu¬ 
rope  and  the 
neighbouring  Bal¬ 
kan  states.  The 
Government 
knows  that  it  is 
vital  that  these 
trends  continue  if  Greece  is  ever  to 
achieve  its  much  desired  goal  of 
joining  the  European  Monetary 
Union.  But  the  positive  develop¬ 
ments  are  overshadowed  by  the 
labour  unrest  Groups  ranging 
from  farmworkers  to  diplomats  are 
protesting  at  the  austerity  meas¬ 
ures  in  the  budget 
''Metaphorically,''  one  diplomat¬ 
ic  observer  said,  “Greece  had 
moved  from  a  red  flashing  light  to  a 
green  flashing  light  so  far  as  its 
economy  is  concerned,  but  every¬ 
thing  now  depends  an  haw  the. 
Government  deals  with  the 
strikes.” 

The  confrontation  is  a  stem  first 
test  for  Costas  Simitis.  who  suc¬ 


C  The  economy 
has  moved  from 
a  red  to  a  green 
flashing  light  5 


ceeded  the  colourful  Andreas 
Papandreou  as  Prime  Minister  11 
months  ago. 

When  Mr  Simitis  took  over  as 
Prime  Minister,  the  ailing  Mr 
Papandreou  remained  leader  of 
Basok  and  it  was  not  until  the  party 
congress  m  June  that  Mr  Simitis 
became  party  leader  as  welL  To 
some  international  suprise,  he  con¬ 
solidated  his  authority  by  leading 
Pasok  to  victory  in  a  general 
election  in  September. 

In-  sharp  contrast  to  his  charis¬ 
matic  predecessor,  who  won  three 
landslide  election  victories  with 
_  free-spending  pol¬ 
icies,  Mr  Simitis 
comes  from  the 
moderate  social 
democratic  wing 
of  the  party  and  it 
was  evident  from 
his  previous  stint 
as  a  minister  that 
he  favoured  great- 
_  er  fiscal  discipline. 

T  He  has  a  dry. 

academic  manner  and  is  regarded 
as  a  rather  dull  but  worthy  figure. 

His  priority  is  to  rescue  Greece 
from  its  plight  as  the  poorest  and 
economically  sickest  state  in  the 
El).  But  his  continuing  hold  on  the 
leadership  is  likely  to  depend  on 
whether  he  can  get  people  back  to 
work  without  emasculating  the 
budget  and,  at  the .  same  time, 
retain  the  support  of  the  populous 
left-wing  faction  of  his  party. 

“It  is  a.vexy  ambitious  and  quite 
draconian  budget.”  said  its  author. 
Yannos  P&pantoniou.  the  Minister 
for  National .  Economy  and  Fi¬ 
nance,  in  an  interview  in  his  office, 
as  the  labour  unrest  gathered 
Strength- 


Seeing  the  light  the  sun  silhouettes  the  Parthenon,  built  in  the  5th  century  BC  as  one  of  10,000  new  developments  rises  from  a  building  site 


ELGIN  MARBLES  { 

THE  GREEK  Government  is 
intensifying  its  longstanding 
efforts  to  repossess  the  Elgin 
marbles  from  the  British  Mu¬ 
seum.  Evangel  os  Ven  izelos. 
the  Minister  of  Culture,  said 
he  was  encouraged  by  the 
British  Government’s  action 
of  returning  the  Slone  of 
Scone  to  Scotland. 

He  has  put  in  a  fresh 
request  for  the  return  of  the 
marbles  to  the  British  ambas¬ 
sador  in  Athens  and  to  the 
Heritage  Ministry  in  London. 
Jf  necessary,  he  intends  to 
pursue  the  matter  through 
political  and  legal  procedures 
involving  Unesco,  the  EU  and 
the  Council  of  Europe. 

The  marbles,  consisting  of 
friezes  and  figures  from  the 
Parthenon,  were  removed, 
and  saved  from  probable 
destruction,  by  the  seventh 
Ear)  of  Elgin,  in  1503,  with 
permission  from  the  local 
Ottoman  administration  and 
sold  to  the  British  Museum. 

Dating  from  between  467 
and  432  BG  the  friezes  and 
figures  are  regarded  as  the 
best  surviving  examples  of  the 
work  of  Phidias. 


“For  the  first  time  we  have 
adopted  a  severe  stance  on  public 
expenditure,  freezing  subsidies,  de¬ 
creasing  recruitment  of  staff  and 
introducing  a  new  wages  structure 
dial  limits  increases.  It  is  always 
difficult  to  implement  a  tough 
budget  But  it  is  vital  that  we  do  so. 
We  cannot  sacrifice  the  country's 
economic  recovery  to  the  demands 
of  a  minority.” 

His  sentiments  were  echoed  by 
Vasso  Papandreou,  a  former  EU 
Commissioner  who  is  now  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Development  in  die  Athens 
administration  and  responsible  for 
expanding  the  Government’s  priva¬ 
tisation  programme,  speeding  up 
the  disbursement  of  EU  grants  and 
promoting  domestic  and  foreign 
investment.  She  said:  “We  don’t 
have  any  choice  if  we  doit  want  to 
be  left  behind  by  our  European 
partners.". 

Identification  with  die  EU  is  a 
central  tenet  of  Greek  political 
thought  For  years,  as  die  poorest 
member  of  the  union,  the  country 
has  been  on  the  receiving  end  of 
vast  tranches  of  investment  aid  — 


running  at  an  estimated  $2  bDlion  a 
year. 

Under  the  current  six-year  gram 
programme  of  almost  IS  billion 
ecus,  a  total  of  10,000  infrastructure 
projects  are  under  way.  including  a 
number  of  large  ones.  These  in¬ 
clude  a  new  Athens  international 
airport,  a  bridge  across  the  Corinth 
Gulf  and  the  Egnatia  highway 
linking  the  Adriatic  with  Istanbul. 

Only  now,  as  the  Government 
attempts  to  impose  the  disciplines 
required  for  membership  of  die 
European  monetary  union  (EMU), 
are  die  benefits  of  membership 
being  matched  by  financial  conse¬ 
quences. 

The  country  has  so  far  foiled  to 
attain  any  of  the  criteria  laid  down 
at  Maastricht  for  membership  of 
the  EMU  and  is  the  only  member 
state  excluded  from  the  launch  of 
EMU  planned  for  1999.  But  it  is 
determined  to  join  by  the  year  2001. 
Failure  to  do  so  might  result  in  its 
membership  having  to  wait  until 
the  further  enlargement  of  the 
union  with  the  arrival  of  Hungary, 
Poland  and  the  Czech  Republic, 


said  Mr  Papantoniou  —  and  that, 
he  claimed,  would  effectively  mean 
Greece  losing  the  advantages  of  20 
years'  membership. 

Even  amid  the  protest  strikes,  the 
Greeks  remain  fervent  Europeans. 
“Everybody  assumes  that  the  ecu 
will  be  better  than  the  drachma,” 

said  Thanos  Ve-  _ 

remis,  director  of 
the  Hellenic  Foun¬ 
dation  for  Eu¬ 
ropean  and  For¬ 
eign  Policy.  There 
was  a  fear  among 
Greeks,  he  said,  of 
drifting  out  of 
Europe.  G  redes 
perceived  them-  ___________ 

selves  as  being  in 
a  “bad  neighbourhood"  on  the 
periphery  and  the  only  member 
state  with  no  geographic  border 
with  the  rest  of  the  union.  As  a 
result,  they  saw  membership  very 
dearly  in  terms  of  European  sec¬ 
urity.  “The  costs  of  bang  in  the  EU 
are  becoming  apparent  and  this 
may  rock  the  boat,"  he  said,  “but  it 
will  not  capsize  it” 


6  Unlike  Great 
Britain,  Greece 
wants  to  join 
the  EMU  9 


“Unlike  Britain,  Greece  actually 
wants  to  partidpate  in  the  EMU.” 
said  Atexos  Papadopoulos.  the 
Minister  of  Internal  Affairs  and 
Administration,  “so  all  our  policies 
are  directed  towards  this  main 
goal." 

Mr  Papadopoulos  is  charged 

_  with  restructuring 

the  Government’s 
bloated  adminis¬ 
tration  and  is  in 
the  process  of  at¬ 
tempting  to  re¬ 
duce  the  number 
of  local  govern¬ 
ment  authorities 
from  6.000  to 

_  1.200.  Under 

another  ambitious 
administrative  reform,  only  one 
new  public  employee  may  be  hired 
for  every  five  who  leave. 

Miltiadis  Evert,  the  leader  of  the 
opposition  New  Democratic  Party, 
bemoans  the  fact  that,  during  the 
past  IS  years,  the  country's  econo¬ 
my  has  increased  by  only  half  the 
EU  average.  “Instead  of  dosing  the 
distance,  we’ve  increased  it  What 


is  needed  is  to  increase  free-marker 
enterprise,  not  increase  taxation." 

In  the  wake  of  the  election, 
however,  the  New  Democrats  are 
in  disarray  and.  in  its  latest  sodal- 
democrat  guise,  Pasok  has  stolen 
much  of  its  appeal  among  the 
business  community. 

Both  Government  and  Opposi¬ 
tion  politicians  point  to  the  feet  that 
Greece  has  defence  demands 
because  of  the  perceived  threat 
from  neighbouring  Turkey  that  no 
other  EU  state  faces.  “We  have  a 
problem  of  national  security.”  says 
Mr  Papadopoulos.  “In  the  other 
European  states  defence  spending 
amounts  to  1.72  per  cent  of  GNP, 
while  for  us  the  figure  is  7  per  cent. 
This  is  little  understood  biy  our 
European  partners." 

The  most  promising  aspect  on 
the  horizon  for  Greece  is  its 
developing  role  as  the  EU"s  link 
with  the  neighbouring  Balkan 
states  as  they  emerge  from  their 
years  of  communism.  Since  1990, 
exports  to  die  other  Balkan  coun¬ 
tries  have  increased  by  an  estimat¬ 
ed  150  per  cent. 
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BANK  OF  GREECE 

BANKNOTE  PRINTING  WORKS  &  MINT 


The  Banknote  Printing  Works  of  the  Bank  of  Greece  was  established 
before  World  War  II. 

On  the  same  premises  a  Mint  was  established  in  1971. 

These  facilities  produce: 

-  Banknotes 

-  Treasury  bills  and  Government  bonds 

-  variety  of  other  securities,  such  as  Bills  of  exchange,  cheques,  share 
certificates,  lottery  tickets,  stamps,  e.t.c. 

-  ordinary  circulating  coins 

-  national  and  international  commemorative  coins,  medals,  e.t.c. 

The  work  conforms  to  the  highest  quality  standards  including  the  use  of 
the  latest  available  technology  in  security  printing. 
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32  GREECE 


THE  TIMES  WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER  38  3996 


Tough  budget  riles  unions 


John  Carr  on  how  the  Greek  Finance 
Minister  is  trying  to  cater  to  the  needs 
of  his  Socialist  party  yet  still  meet  the 
demands  of  the  Maastricht  criteria 


“In  Greece  it  is  not  enough  to  wind 
your  watch.  To  get  it  to  work .  you 
must  also  push  the  hands  round 
with  your  finger 

This  Aristophanean  dictum, 
attributed  id  ex-President 
Constantine  KaramanJis. 
the  architect  of  Greece’s 
European  Union  membership,  well 
describes  the  purpose  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  1997  budget  The  next  few 
years  will  see  a  determined  effort  to 
keep  this  resources- poor  nation  of 
ten  million  people  on  the  road  to  a 
vision  of  Europe-wide  wellbeing. 

The  Maastricht  treaty  has  al¬ 
ready  begun  to  change  the  way  the 
traditionally  freewheeling  Greeks 
live  and  work.  But  old  Mediterra¬ 
nean  habits  die  hard,  and  the 
Greeks  have  never  liked  fingers 
being  applied  to 
them. 

Yannos  Ftipan- 
toniou.  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Economy 
Minister,  has  the 
unenviable  task  of 
trying  to  chart  the 
Maastricht 
course.  He  has  re¬ 
mained  famously 
impervious  to  the 

threats  of  the  rul-  _ 

ing  Pasok  party's 
left  wing,  and  the  unions  it  controls. 
Presenting  next  year's  budget  in 
November,  he  admitted  it  was  the 
most  controversial  of  the  past  15  or 
so  years.  “It'S  a  tough  fight  but  a 
good  fight,"  he  said  as  the  Greek 
Genera]  Confederation  of  Labour 
was  dusting  off  the  red  flags  for  a 
one-day  strike. 

Is  this  a  socialist  government? 
The  budget's  outward  rhetoric  said 
so.  but  there  the  resemblance  ends. 
Gross  domestic  product  growth  for 
next  year  is  set  at  3 3  per  cent  while 
inflation — now  S3  per  cent — is  to 
be  hammered  down  to  45  per  cent 
By  some  accounts,  these  are  over- 
optimistic  targets,  and  some  busi¬ 
ness  people  are  smirking.  “We*ve 
heard  it  all  before,’’  a  stockbroker 
in  Athens  said  after  the  budget 
presentation.  “Some  of  this  lodes 
unattainable." 

Publicsector  salary  rises,  a  lead¬ 
ing  bloater  of  the  state  sector  over 
the  decades,  will  be  kept  down  to  8 
per  cent  next  year,  while  pensioners 
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C  Pensioners 
will  get  rises 
of  no  more  than 
2  per  cent  ? 


will  get  rises  of  no  more  than  2  per 
cenL  State  revenue  is  expected  to 
reach  14.8  trillion  drachmas, 
against  an  expected  14.6  trillion  for 
this  year.  Most  of  the  rise  is  to  be 
achieved  by  slashing  tax  benefits 
and  raising  at  least  a  trillion  more 
drachmas  in  direct  tax  revenue. 

The  dizzying  rise  of  public  spend¬ 
ing  is  going  to  be  slowed  some¬ 
what.  with  that  for  next  year 
budgeted  at  13.2  trillion  drachmas, 
or  6 2  per  cent  over  this  year.  The 
rise  for  this  year  over  last  was  15.1 
per  cent.  Generally,  the  aim  is  for 
public-sector  savings  of  up  to  300 
billion  drachmas,  and  here  is 
where  the  cynical  smiles  come  in. 
"Revenue  might  shew  fatigue,"  is 
how  a  report  on  the  Greek  econom¬ 
ic  outlook  published  by  a  major 
American  bank  delicately  puts  rt. 

"and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  might  be 
forced  to  take  cor¬ 
rective  measures 
in  the  summer". 

There  seem s  lit¬ 
tle  doubt  that  the 
Government  will 
make  a  deter¬ 
mined  effort  to 
whittle  down  its 
budget  deficit  to  or 
near  cent 

of  gross  domestic 
product  (GDP),  against  the  present 
7.6  per  cent 

The  Maastricht  convergence  pro¬ 
gramme.  designed  to  put  the  drach¬ 
ma  in  a  position  to  drop  neatly  into 
the  place  reserved  for  it  in  the 
European  single  currency  by  2001, 
provides  for  keeping  the  GDP 
growth  rate  well  above  3  per  cent 
and  pumping  the  budget  primary 
surplus  up  to  6.1  per  cent  (against 
4.1  per  cent  now).  That  may  be  the 
easy  bit. 


Financiers  battle 
against  inflation 

The  Bank  of  Greece  is  helping  to  cool  the 
economy’s  inbuilt  tendency  to  overheat 


Farmers  in  Larissa  block  the  Athens  highway  in  protest  at  the  Government’s  austerity  measures 
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ore  daunting  are  the 
Maastricht  impera¬ 
tives  to  keep  on.  being 
ruthless  with  infla¬ 
tion  (1999  target  3-3  per  cent), 
squeezing  real  short-term  interest 
rates  to  62  per  cent  from  their 
present  125  per  cent  and  tackling 
the  massive  35  trillion  drachma 
public  debt,  melting  it  from  110  per 
cent  of  GDP  to  103  per  cent. 

It  is  a  task  that  could  tax  even  Mr 
Papantoniou’s  smiling  powers. 


A  blessing  in  disguise 


Last  month's  collapse  of 
Delta  Securities,  a  small 
brokerage  firm,  prompted 
a  share  dealing  scandal  that 
rocked  the  Athens  Stock  Ex¬ 
change  (ASE).  but  it  may  have 
been  a  blessing  in  disguise  for 
the  Greek  stock  market 
Yannos  Papantonioa  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Economy  Minister,  has 
said:  “The  Athens  Stock  Ex¬ 
change  will  come  out  stronger 
from  its  recent  crisis,  which  will 
be  seen  eventually  as  a  crisis  of 
deansing  and  modernisation.” 

The  ASE,  founded  in  1876,  is 
the  sole  regulated  capital  market 
where  shares  of  listed  Greek 
companies  and  government  and 
corporate  bonds  are  traded.  The 
exchange  plans  to  bring  Greece's 
active  bond  market  presently 
traded  over-the^ounter,  to  the 
bourse  next  year. 

The  Athens  market  is 
capitalised  at  $24  billion  and  has 
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232  listed  companies.  The  Greek 
market's  fundamentals  remain 
attractive  for  investors,  with  a 
current  price /earnings  multiple 
of  only  10  times  for  1997.  The  ASE 
general  index,  which  comprises 
of  60  leading  companies,  has 
now  recovered  to  above  the  900 
level  and  prospects  remain  bright 
as  long  as  structural  and  econom¬ 
ic  reforms  are  implemented. 

The  ASE’s  regulatory  frame¬ 
work  bas  been  modified,  improv¬ 
ing  regulation,  operation  and 
transparency.  From  the  latter 
part  of  1995.  the  ASE,  under  the 
presidency  of  Dr  Manolis 
Xanthakis,  entered  a  process  of 
institutional  changes,  with  the 
aim  of  moderaising  the  capital 
market  and  attracting  foreign 
investors.  Dr  Xanthakis  has  been 


instrumental  In  attracting  much- 
needed  overseas  investment  with 
successful  investor  roadshows  in 
London,  Boston  and  New  York. 

Dr  Xanthakis  said:  The  Greek 
market  has  huge  potential 
because  it  is  among  the  cheapest 
markets  on  fundamentals  as  well 
as  offering  a  very  attractive 
dividend  policy." 

The  ASE  received  a  fillip  from 
last  year's  brokerage  commission 
deregulation,  reducing  fees, 
while  legal  changes  brought  the 
market  in  line  with  EU  directives 
concerning  investment  services 
and  capital  adequacy,  as  well  as 
increasing  transparency  and  li¬ 
quidity.  The  market’s  develop¬ 
ment  and  transparency  will  be 
further  boosted  by  a  partial 
privatisation  programme  and  the 
funding  from  the  EU  for  a  string 
of  major  infrastructure  projects. 

Philip  Pangalos 


Vast  and  wood-panelled,  the 
office  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Bank  of  Greece,  Loukas 
Papadimos,  is  a  quiet,  comfortable 
place.  He  needs  the  quiet  because 
his  days  are  filled  with  brewing  the 
proper  polity  mix  which,  after 
much  trial  and  error,  can  reason¬ 
ably  be  expected  to  cool  down  an 
economy  with  an  inbuilt  tendency 
to  overheat 

His  own  equable  and  soft-spoken 
character  could  also  be  a  vital 
ingredient  in  getting  a  Socialist 
government  to  go  along  with  his 
recommendations.  “There  are  no 
fundamental  differences  between 
the  bank  and  the  Government  on 
basic  policy."  he  says.  Which  is  his 
way  of  saying  that  even  if  the 
National  Economy  Ministry  does 
have  qualms  from  time  to  time 
about  the  central  bank’s  relentless¬ 
ly  tight  money  policies,  it  knows  it 
cannot  offer  anything  better.  Suc¬ 
cess  in  the  battle 
against  inflation 
is  Mr  Fapadi- 
mos’s  biggest 
showpiece. 

In  the  past  two 
years,  inflation 
has  been  pressed 
down  from  If.  I  per 
cent  to  7.7  per  cent 
(a  consecutive  rise 
for  a  few  months 
last  spring  was 
blamed  on  an  un-  ’ 

avoidable  spurt  in  oil  and  farm 
produce  prices).  “Our  priority  is  to 
work  out  a  policy  that  will  bring 
inflation  down  at  least  three  per¬ 
centage  points  through  the  year.* 
he  says.  “If  rates  have  to  rise 
temporarily  as  a  result,  then  it  will 
be  a  price  worth  paying." 

Since  1994  the  Bank  of  Greece 
has  been  officially  independent  of 
the  Greek  state.  This  means  that  its 
governor  can  no  longer  (theoretical¬ 
ly)  be  subject  to  political  pressures. 
It  also  indicates  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  target  of  45  per  cent 
inflation  by  the  end  of  1997  has  a 
reasonable  chance  of  being 
adiieved. 

Mr  Papadimos ’5  tenure  is 
characterised  by  an  emphasis  on 
exchange-rate  manipulation  rather 
than  money  and  credit  controls  to 
keep  the  drachma  hard  and  ward 
off  foreign  speculative  tentacles. 
Exporters  and  tour  operators  are 
unhappy,  but  the  governor  is 
sticking  to  his  guns.  A  major 


4  In  two  years, 
inflation  has 
dropped  by 
3.4  per  cent  3 


objective  for  1996  has  been  to 
stabilise  the  drachma  against  a 
basket  of  European  currencies. 

But  if  quiet  confident  conserva¬ 
tism  reigns  in  the  Bank  of  Greece, 
the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the 
commercial  banking  sector.  For  a 
start  as  of  January  1997  commer¬ 
cial  banks  are  going  to  have  to  start 
paying  more  taxes.  The  basic 
corporate  tax  on  profits  rises  from 
35  to  40  per  cent  while,  for  the  first 
time,  they  will  be  taxed  on  bonds 
and  derivatives  profits  at  75  per 
cent  Some  government  officials 
say  it  is  high  time. 

In  the  space  of  a  year,  banks  have 
profited  from  sales  of  popular  one- 
year  treasury  bills,  6  trillion  drach¬ 
mas’  worth  of  which  were  sold  this 
year,  against  55  trillion  last  year. 
Foreign  exchange  deposits  in  the 
same  period  soared  from  4.7  trillion 
drachmas  to  52  trillion.  Loans  to 
the  private  sector  this  year  will  total 

9.1  trillion  drach¬ 
mas.  against  75 
trillion  last  year. 
The  1997  projec¬ 
tion  is  for  105 
trillion.  And  in  the 
space  of  a  year, 
prime  rates  have 
followed  deposit 
and  interbank 
rates  on  a  down¬ 
ward  course, 
while  consumer 
loan  exposure  has 
skyrocketed.  All  these  multiplying 
trillions  have  sharpened  competi¬ 
tion  beyond  what  was  imaginable 
when  Greek  banking  reforms  got 
under  way  in  1987. 

The  architect  of  those  reforms; 
former  corporate  lawyer  Theodore 
Karatzas,  is  now  the  governor  of 
the  National  Bank  of  Greece,  the 
countiy’s  biggest  commercial  bank. 
He  and  other  bankers  believe  that 
the  state  banking  sector  will  consist 
eventually  of  two  or  three  big 
banks,  and  an  equal  number  of 
large  private  banks.  Who  survives 
will  depend  on  innovations,  such  as 
the  penetration  of  the  emerging 
Balkan  markets  by  such  institu¬ 
tions  as  tiie  Commercial  Bank  of 
Greece  and  Ionian  Bank. 

If  anything,  the  realignments  in 
the  banking  sector  win  hone  tiie 
banks’  efficiency,  reduce  costs  and 
rates  and  help  the  national  effort  to 
cool  down  the  economy. 

John  Carr 


A  connecting  link 


to  a  country 
of  opportunities 

Atthe  eve  of  a  new  era  COMMERCIAL  BANK  OF  GREECE  has  united  its  forces 
to  cater  for  the  needs  of  the  businesses  and  the  investors. 

The  powerful  group  of  COMMERCIAL  BANK  OF  GREECE,  with  32  subsidiaries 
and  330  branches  offers  a  chain  of  integrated  financed  services. 

Banking  &  Financial  *  Insurance •  Investment  and  Stock  Market 
Consulting  •  Mutual  Funds  •  Leasing  •  Factoring  •  Credit  and  Guarantee  Insurance 

Jom  the  powerful  chain  of  services  offered  by  COMMERCIAL  SANK  OF  GREECE,  now. 

COMMERCIAL  BANK  OF  GREECE 

Powerful  for  you 

HEAD  OFFICE  1 1  jSOPHOClEOUS  STR.GR  1 02 35  ATHENS.  GREECE  TEL  01-3284717,  FAX:  01-3210444 
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'lazing  new 

trails 


At  the  doorstep  of  the  21st  century  and  in  an  era  of  high-speed 
technological  changes  and  evolution  the  world's  top  priority  is  that 
of  the  growing  demand  lor  more  power  and  new  energy 
sources.  .In  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and 
responding  to  this  demand  the  PUBLIC  POWER 
CORPORATION,  the  authority  responsible  for  the 
generation,  transmission  and  distribution  of  electricity  in 
Greece,  is  carrying  out  an.  ambitious  investment 
programme,  covering  the  period  1996-2000. 

|  Total  investment  outlay  is  estimated  at  5.4  billion  USD, 
constant  prices  and  exchange  rates. 

ie  spearhead  of  investment  expenditure  is  directed 
the  construction  of  generating  plants  (57%  of  the 
i,  with  28%  of  the  investment  capital  projected  for  the 
msion  of  distribution  networks  and  the  remaining  15%  for  the 
ifon  of  transmission  networks  and  the  development- of  Lignite  mines. 

In  line  with  its  established  policy  of  exploiting  indigenous  fuel  resources  while 
concurrently  ensuring  a  balanced  mix  of  cost-effective  generation,  in  conditions  of 
security  of  supply,  PPC  is  constructing  and  plans  to  construct  the  following  major 
power  plants: 

mm - unit  v  of  the  agmos  denbetrios  power  plant,  adding  366.5  mw 

of  lignite-fired  capacity  to  the  existing  Steam  Electric  Station. 

Mi — -The  FLOMNA  lignite-fired  plant,  of  a  projected  capacity  of  330  MW. 

■■ - The  L&vnoccGT  gas-fired  plant,  of  an  installed  capacity  of  570  mw. 

■■ - The  addition  of  another  360  uw  of  gas-fired  capacity,  by  the  conversion 

of  the  AGHIOS  GEQRGhDS  heavy-fuel  plant,  to  a  gas  burning  facility. 

^  The  KOMOTW  CCGT  gas-fired  plant,  of  a  projected  capacity  of  370*430  MW. 

■ - Three  major  hydroelectric  projects  of  an  installed  capacity  of  562  MW. 

With  this  inspired  and  promising  project  the  PPC  undertakes  a  leading 
role  in  promoting  Greece's  interests,  committing  itself  to  this  energy 
and  future  providing  task,  ...blazing  new  trails  towards  development! 


PUBLIC  POWER  CORPORATION  OF  GREECE 


Rivals  go 
to  war  in 
phones 
battle 


Dominating  the  view 
fromtfte  Athens  office 
of  Giacmto  Cicchese, 
managing  director  of 
Telestet  Hellas,  a  mobile 
phone  network,  is  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Greek  state 
Hellenic  Telecommunicatians 
Organisation  (OTE). 

Mr  Cicchese  could  permit 
himself  a  smile  that  the  Ital¬ 
ian-controlled  company  had 
left  the  lumbering  state  tele¬ 
phone  company  tar  behind. 
That  is.  until  recently. 

For  in  1997  GTE  is  to  strike 
back  with  its  own  cellphone 
service,  a  DC1800  mobile  net¬ 
work.  Potential  partners  have 
been  shortlisted.  Egged  on  by 
.the  European  Commission  — 
which  does  not  approve  of  the 
Greek  mobile  phone  service 
duopoly  flelesters  rival  is  a 
locally  controlled  firm,  Pana- 
fbn)  —  OTE  is  on  the  verge  of 
starting  up  a  cellular  network 
that  will  cover  mainland 
Greece  and  the  islands. 

On  the  face  of  it,  there  is 
room  for  expansion.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  both  Telestet 
and  Panafbn  will  boast 
460.000  subscribers  between 
them  —  a  50  per  cent  rise  in 
just  six  months.  Five  per  cent 
of  Greece's  10  million  people 
have  a  cellphone.  Panafbn  — 
in  which  Vodafone  has  a  45 
per  cent  stake — is  in  front  by  a 
narrow  margin. 

But  just  when  both  com¬ 
panies.  having  spent  £600 
million  in  four  years,  were 
about  to  start  dreaming  erf 
profits,  OTE  had  to  step  in  and 
spoil  the  fun.  “For  a  long 
time,"  Mr  Cicchese  says,  “the 
Greek  state  telephone  com¬ 
pany  failed  to  realise  what  was 
going  cm." 

Now  the  giant  has  awak¬ 
ened,  both  ne  and  his  rival, 
Socrates  Kokkalis.  are  joining 
forces  to  challenge  the  chal¬ 
lenger.  The  Greek  Supreme 
Court  has  before  it  their 
argument  that  the  original 
1992  mobile  telephony  licens¬ 
ing  agreement  gives  them 
exclusive  rights  in  Greece  until 
2000.  Lawyers  for  the  utility 
counter  that  GTE  was  unfairly 
excluded  from  the  1992  bid¬ 
ding  and  that  its  fixed-wire 
access  charges  have  remained 
unchanged  in  four:  years. . . .  .. 

OTE  has  strong  support, 
and  not  just  in  Brussels.  Its  120 
billion  drachmas  project,  far 
which  Credit  Suisse  First  Bos- " 
ton  is  an  official  adviser,  is 
wooing  potential  partners 
such  as  France’S  Bouygnes, 
Germany’s  Mannesman 
Europe  and  Britain's  Orange- 
The  winner  could  be  picked 
as  early  as  this  month.  In 
technical  terms,  tbe  DC1800~ 
system  has  more  than  twice 
the  capacity  of  the  more  con¬ 
ventional  GSM  systems  which 
Panafon  and  Telestet  operate. 
OTE’s  target  is  40  per  cent  of. 
the  cellphone  market  in  the 
next  three  years. 


AND 


As  Greeks  and  Turks 
celebrate  the  coming 
new  year,  both  will 
vividly  recall  that  it 
is  barely  a  year  since  President 
Clinton  telephoned  tite  leaders 
of  both  nations  in  a  bid  — 
successful,  as  it  turned  our  — 
to  avert  a  war  in  the  Aegean 
between  rwo  Naro  members. 

Whether  Greek-Turkish 
tensions  erupt  again  in  the 
course  of  1997  may  depend  not 
only  on  the  progress  of  inter¬ 
national  arbitration  over  the 
contested  Aegean  islands  az 
the  heart  of  the  dispute  a  year 
ago,  but  also  on  another  of  the 
many  points  of  contention 
between  the  two  quarrelling 
members  of  Nato’s  southern 
flank:  Cyprus. 

Negotiations  for  Cyprus's 
membership  of  the  European 
Union  are  due  to  begin  as  soon 
as  the  inter  governmental 
conference  (1GQ  an  the  revi¬ 
sion  of  the  Maastricht  treaty  is 
completed,  which  is  likely  to 
be  by  the  end  of  1997. 

If  Cypriot  EU  negotiations 
coincide  with  progress  an  re¬ 
solving  the  bitter  division  of 
the  island  —  with  Sir  David 
Hannay,  Britain's  special  en¬ 
voy,  giving  fresh  impetus  to 


Old  Aegean  foes 


Costas  Sfmitis.  the  Greek  Prime  Minister,  was  accused  of  mishandling  the  Iraia  affair 


Taxes  could  sink  the  fleet 


Greek  shipowners  are 
one  of  the  world’s 
stock '  characters. 
Since  the  heady  days  of-  (he 
Onassis  and  Niarthos  em¬ 
pires.  they  have  built  op  and 
maintained  a  maritime  power 
that  rests  on  some  $60  bOBon 
in  combined  assets,  John 
Can  mites.  Twenty-eight 
shipowners  control  more  titan 
1  million  tonnes  of  merchant 
hulls. 

Most  of  those  billions,  and 
most  of  tiie  hulls,  have  only  a 
tenuous  connection  with 
Greece  itseffi  The  Greek  flag 
is  raised  on  only  a  third  of 
their  vessels;  the  rest  are 
decorated  with  flags  of 
convenience. 

Now  the  Greek  Govern¬ 
ment  plans  to  impose  a  host  of 
taxes  on  shipping  and. related 
activity  as  of  January  L  1997. 
The  taxes,  shipowners  fear, 
might,  well  drive  masses  of 
vessels  away  from  the  Greek 
Sag  and  plunge  the  now- 
bustling  port  of  Piraeus — noi 
to  mention  the  Greek  econo¬ 
my  —  into  terminal  decline. 
__Tbe.raagnates.are  not  wnr- . 
lied  for  themselves:  'Whether 
in  Piraeus  or  New  York  or  " 
London  or  Monte  Carlo,  they 
can  still  control  their  3^200 
ships  (130  . mfllton  tonnes,  or 
one-sixth  of  the  global  mer¬ 
chant  fleet). 

Bm  most  shipowners  would 
tiloe  to  maintain  more  than  a 
name-only  connection  with 
their  homdand.  Besides,  the 
Greek-flag  fleet  of  29J5m3fion 
tonnes  is  almost  exactly  half 
the  European  Union  total, 
which  means  Greece  can  steer 
European  maritime  policy. 

.  tn  Odober  the  EC  derided 
that  Europe’s  shipping  estab¬ 
lishments  need  more,  not 


fewer,  incentives  to  growth. 
Which  makes  the  Great  Gov¬ 
ernment's  actions  all  the  more 
inexplicable. 

As  of  January,  if  all  goes  to 
plan,  afl  tax  exemptions  on  the 
buying  and  selling  of  vessels, 
transfers  of  ship  equity  in  part 
orin  whole,  borrowing  money 
from  banks  to  buy  ships  and 
ship  repair  jobs  are  abolished. 

Even  before  the  tax  change, 
low  freight  rates  had  slowed 
up  a  fwo-year  shopping  spree 
by  the  Greeks,  who  had  been 
snapping  up  secondhand 
bulk  carrier  tonnage  to  cash 


in  on  a  vigorous  Far  East 
trade.  This  autumn,  over¬ 
capacity  and  high  overheads 
fuelled  a  flight  from  the  Greek 
flag.  The  Government's  blow 
folk  just  at  the  wrong  time 
For  passenger  ferry  opera¬ 
tors,  the  future  looks  consider¬ 
ably  rosier.  Since  war  in 
former  Yugoslavia  choked  off 
that  country  as  a  surface 
access  route  to  Greece  truck¬ 
ers  and  motoring  tourists 
alike  have  had  to  use  the  only 
alternative  —  the  ferry  route 
from  Italy.  Profits  have  come 
flooding  in. 


Most  successful  has  been 
Attica  Enterprises,  which  op¬ 
erates  two  new  cruise  liner- 
standard  ferries,  aptly  named 
SuperFast  /  and  SaperFast 
JI.  which  do  die  Ancona- 
Patras  route  in  a  record- 
breaking  20  hours.  Attica  has 
said  it  is  spending  $200  mil¬ 
lion  for  two  more  fast  ferries. 

The  competition  is  bemg 
spurred  into  action.  Minoan 
Lines  is  spending  $110  million 
on  a  31.000-tonne  hotrod  of 
its  own,  to  place  alongside  its 
new  Aretousa  and  beat  the  20- 
hour  record.  If  (his  keeps  up, 
the  Adriatic  Sea  could  become 
a  distinctly  unsafe  place  on 
which  to  go  saflboating. 


The  Greeks  have  built  up  a  shipping  empire  worth  $60  billion  in  combined  assets 
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From  rusty  ships 
to  football  pools 
and  ice  cream 

Nineteen  years  ago  hundreds  of  miLlionsof  dollars 
Constantine  Kallent-  into  Balkan  ventures  from 
zis,  a  ship  broker  lotteiy  and  football  pool  sys- 
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Nineteen  years  ago 
Constantine  Kallent- 
zis,  a  ship  broker 
based  in  the  northern  Greek 
port  of  Salonica.  received  a 
strange  request  Albania,  then 
deep  in  Stalinist  isolation, 
wanted  him  to  run  its  tiny  fleet 
of  merchant  ships. 

"The  regime  was  quite  seri¬ 
ous  and  genuinely  seemed  to 
want  to  warn  how  to  do  it," 
says  Mr  Katientzis.  who  still 
manages  the  Albanian  state 
merchant  fleet  —  all  of  eight 
rusting  hulls  —  as  part  of  his 
Salaruca  business,  Naftilos 
Maritime  Limited. 

For  years  he  was  one  of  the 
few  foreigners  allowed  into 
Albania  (he  declines  to  say 
why .  the  Albanians  picked 
him).  In  1991.  when  commu¬ 
nism  was  history,  Naftilos  set 
up  a  branch  m  Albania's 
capita],  Tirana.  The  country's 
economy  remains  one  step 
away  from  chaos.  Maritime 
law  does  not  exist  The  ships 
themselves  are  falling  apart 
“We're  spending  all  our 
money  on  repairs."  says  Mr 
Katientzis.  although  he  admits 
his  company  earns  an  undis¬ 
closed  freight  commission 
from  Albania. 

Mr  Kallehtas  say  the  hard¬ 
est  task  of  all  is  to  inculcate  a 
modem  business  mentality  in 
the  Albanians.  After  19  years, 
be  is  nothing  if  not  patient 
"You  cant  become  a  capitalist 
overnight"  he  says.  Greek 
economic  penetration  of  the 
Balkans  thus  far  has  required 
precisely  that  attitude. 

Spearheading  the  pack  is 
Intracom,  an  electronics  and 
telecoms  equipment  conglom¬ 
erate,  which  has  ploughed 


hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
into  Balkan  ventures  from 
lotteiy  and  football  pool  sys¬ 
tems  to  card  phones.  This  year 
Intracom  signed  a  $40  million 
deal  with  the  Bulgarian  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  computerise  its 
state  sports  lottery  in  return 
for  5  per  cent  of  the  revenues. 

Headed  by  Socrates  Kokka¬ 
lis,  one  of  the  most  influential 
people  in  Greece,  his  unas¬ 
suming  manner  and  law  of 
football  (he  owns  Olympiakos) 
plays  wdl  in  Eastern  Europe. 
Building  on  the  profits  from 
stale  lotteries  in  Romania. 
Moldova  and  Russia,  plus  a  6S 
per  cent  stake  in  Bulfon,  a 
Bulgarian  telecoms  firm  sup¬ 
plying  card  phones,  Intracom 

is  pushing  its  line  forward. 
Last  month  it  signed  a  $10 
million  contract  with  HTC,  the 
Hungarian  telecommunica¬ 
tions  organisation. 

“You  really  don’t  have  to  ny 
too  hard  in  the  Balkan  mar¬ 
kets,"  is  how  an  executive  of 
Hellenic  Battling  Company 
sums  up  the  very  open  market. 
The  company  handles  the 
Coca-Cola  franchise  in  Bul¬ 
garia  and  Romania. 

Delta  Dairy  SA.  a  big 
milk,  yoghurt  and  ice 
cream  producer,  has 
built  an  ice  cream  factory  in 
Varna,  Bulgaria,  and  says  it 
knows  the  secret  of  survival  in 
a  risky  environment.  “The 
return  on  investment  should 
not  be  demanded  back  imm¬ 
ediately,"  a  company  state¬ 
ment  says.  "Profits  must  be 
ploughed  back  for  a  couple  of 
years." 

John  Carr 


Richard  Owen  reports  on  fresh 
efforts  to  ease  tensions  over  Cyprus 

FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 


UN  efforts  —  Greek-Turkish 
relations  will  ease  as  a 
consequence. 

However,  given  the  mutual 
mistrust  between  Athens  and 
Ankara,  tensions  could  also 
arise  rat  a  range  of  unresolved 
issues  from  territorial  waters 
and  air  space  to  drilling  rights 
in  the  Aegean.  Greece's  Medi¬ 
terranean  policy  —  indeed,  its 
overall  foreign  policy  —  is 
dominated  by  "the  Turkish 
threat". 

The  1996  “near  war”  re¬ 
volved  round  joint  claims  to  a 
tiny,  rocky  and  barren  island 
in  the  Dodecanese  chain, 
called  lima  in  Greek  and 
Kardak  in  Turkish.  It  took  ail 
the  skills  of  Richard  Hol¬ 
brooke,  the  senior  American 
diplomat  who  had  brokered 
the  Bosnian  peace  agreement, 
to  calm  the  situation  down. 

Costas  Simitis.  then  as  now 
Greek  Prime  Minister,  was 
accused  of  mishandling  the 


affair,  and  in  the  ensuing  row 
fired  the  then  Greek  chief  of 
staff.  Admiral  Christos 
Lyberis. 

For  the  Greeks,  lmia.  which 
is  under  four  miles  from  ihe 
Turkish  coast,  was  and  re¬ 
mains  an  issue  of  principle. 
The  1923  Treaty  of  Lausanne 
gave  Greece  most  of  the  east¬ 
ern  Aegean  islands  except  the 
Dodecanese.  But  they  too 
passed  to  Greece  (from  defeat¬ 
ed  Italy)  after  the  Second 
World  War  —  although  the 
Turks  maintain  that  the  word¬ 
ing  of  the  1947  agreement  is 
ambiguous. 


Along  with  Cyprus, 
the  simmering  row 
crver  lmia  —  and  a 
thousand  other  tiny 
islands  —  has  put  the  Greek- 
Turkish  standoff  near  the  top 
of  the  Western  “problem  solv¬ 
ing"  agenda  after  Bosnia.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  West  has 


noted  with  relief  that  both 
Greece  and  Turkey  have  do¬ 
mestic  preoccupations  which, 
for  the  time  being,  are  keeping 
the  conflict  off  the  boil.  Tur¬ 
key.  in  addition  to  the  Kurdish 
question,  is  preoccupied  with 
keeping  intact  the  fragile  coali¬ 
tion  formed  in  June  by 
Nccmenin  Erbakan,  leader  of 
the  Islamic  Welfare  party. 

Mr  Simitis  is  keen  to  get  a 
gripon  Greece's  rising  defence 
costs  and  use  the  resources  to 
help  the  Greek  economy  meet 
EU  criteria  instead. 

Diplomats  in  the  region 
hope  that  the  desire  of  both 
Turkey  and  Cyprus  for  EL 
membership  will  provide  a 
"European  framework"  for 
progress  toward  a  bi-zonal 
and  federated  Cyprus,  and 
that  international  crisis  man¬ 
agement  will  continue  to  keep 
the  lid  on  tensions. 

Recent  history  offers  plenty 
of  scope  for  less  optimistic 
forecasts,  however.  Aaording 
to  the  UN,  both  Greece  and 
Turkey  are  among  the  world's 
biggest  importers  of  conven¬ 
tional  weapons,  and  are  build¬ 
ing  up  their  armed  forces  at  a 
time  when  most  Western  na¬ 
tions  are  cutting  back. 


Growth 


3Es  steady  growth  over  the  past  years 
has  been  the  result  of  the  company's  un¬ 
relenting  commitment  to  customer  satis¬ 
faction  and  its  continuous  tong-term  mod¬ 
ernization  initiatives. 

Recently,  3E  has  started  to  expand  be¬ 
yond  Greece.  Driven  by  the  same  va¬ 
lues  and  principles  but  with  new  goals  in 
sight,  3E  will  continue  its  efforts  to  grow 
and  progress,  and  to  broaden  its  horizons. 


ppJVSj  Broadening 
Mi  Horizons 
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la  1995  die  Greek  economy  entered  into  an  era  of 
economic  recovery.  Close  adherence  to  the 
Convergence  Programme  brought  down  inflation 
rate  to  single  (figir  for  the  Get  rimesinoe  1973,  wink 
GDP  mowed  fay  more  than  2%  which  is  above  the 
target  of  the  Convergence  Programme.  Lftflwae, 
interest  rates  on  I  year  Treasury  Bffls  decreased  by 
approximately  33  percentage  points  Stax  the  end 
of  1994  and  by  ainxsT  4  percentage  points  on  an 
average  bash.  Private  rivestmeai  activity,  which 
increased  bj-  7%  was  compknientcd  by  a  strong  rise 
in  public  jnwamem  by  20%.  The  increase  in  private 
investment  contributed  to  the  wnreening  of  die 
ha  twee  on  current  account.  However,  in  tbe  long 
run,  the  dredopmem  of  new  infrastructure  project 
wiS  increase  employment  and  outpuL 

The  overall  improvement  in  macroeconomic 
figure  fed  to  an  upsurge  of  die  Greek  capital 
market.  Equities  market  capiuieatioo  at  the  end  of 
1995  equaled  approamatefr  GRD  4  triton,  tins 
showing  an  increase  of  23%  as  against  die  end  of 
1994,  while  ‘the  AS£.  General  Price  Index 
increased  by  52%  during  the  year,  as  opposed  to  a 
93%  decrease  during  1994.  Equities  turnover 
moeased  by  I U*  over  the  year.  Capital  raised  by 
IPOs  in  1995  decreased  by  75%  since  I9W  but  the 
variety  of  companies  being  fisted  was  Rmforeed- 
Tbe  P>E  ratio  equaled  9  at  die  end  of  1995.  The 
trenail  perfonmnee  of  afl  bsted  stock,  as  defined  by 
tfceir  daily  price  rimipMt  adjured  for  dividend 
pjymenE,  improved  in  1995,  and  the 
majority  of  stocks  exhibited  positive  ^oC 
returns.  This,  m  1995,  shares  m  the  - 
main  and  the  pnraW  marker  showed  a  £  rfl 
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return  of  17.9%  and  36.7%,  respectively. 

The  introduction  of  new  products  into  the 
capiat  marker,  as  well  as  uadmg  by  remote  access  is 
expected  to  enhance  the  appeal  of  die  capital  market 
both  to  investors  and  to  issuers.  We  hefieve  that  the 
sector  most  fifceJy  to  outperform  dr  General  Price 
Index  is  ihe  Construction  companies'  as  it  will 
benefit  from  the  faiptemcnation  of  major 

infrastructure  projects  financed  by  the  EU. 
Furthermore,  die  majority  of  listed  companies  wifi 
be  influenced  by  (he  hannontsarion  and  expansion 
of  trade  n  die  Balkan  area,  since  as  mentioned  by 
the  •Emerging  Markets  Analyst*:  «...ibe  Greek 
corporate  sector  wfl  Body  be  the  biggest  commercial 
winner  of  the  new  Balkan  peace  agreement. 

Trading  farinas  availabk  from  the  newly 
established  Ewfcmp*  Center  jg  Thessaloniki  will 
extend  the  capacity  of  the  capital  market,  wide 
preserving  ns  unity.  Shares  of  companies  operating 
fa  die  Balkans  are  expected  to  be  traded  therein, 
reinforcing  the  international  profile  of  die  Greek 
capital  matter,  finally,  the  dematerafeation  of 
shares  within  the  firat  trimester  of  the  year  wfll  speed 
op  the  settlement  procedure.  The  ultimate  gial  is  to 
achieve  a  senfcmcm  rime  of  T+2,  as  opposed  to 
T+4  which  5  die  rub  today. 

As  political  and  economic  stability  settks 
down  to  mmol  in  the  Balkan  area,  Greece  assumes 
again  its  important  position  finking  European  Union 
with  the  Balkans,  die  Black  Sea  and  the  Middle  East 

It's  rime  investors  showed  Mb  into  the  Greek 
ft,  capital  market  and  established  the 
JSj,  ATHENS  STOCK  EXCHANGE  as  the 
W  V  N£\f  PUCE  TO  BE. 
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Michael  Knipe  meets  the  Mayor  of  Athens,  who  is  helping  it  to  recapture  the  glory  of  Greece 


My  dream  is  to 
bring  home 
the  Olympics 
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A  giant  crane  is  situated  in 
the  centre  of  the  temple  of 
the  Parthenon  atop  the 
Acropolis  and  another  in 
Syntagma  Square,  where  the  view 
or  the”  elegant  19th-century  Greek 
parliament  is  blocked  by  construc¬ 
tion-work  hoardings. 

Amid  the  sprawling  concrete 
apartment  blocks  of  central  Athens, 
the  neoclassical  delights  of  the 
Academy  of  Science,  Athens  Univ¬ 
ersity  and  the  National  Library 
buildings  are  similarly  afflicted, 
with  the  surrounding  pavements 
dug  up  and  the  pneumatic  drills 
competing  with  the  traffic  noise. 

The  immediate  cause  of  most  of 
the  construction  work  is  the  exten¬ 
sive  excavations  being  carried  out 
to  implant  a  modem  El-25  billion 
three-line  metro  system.  This  has 
created  more  than  50  under¬ 
ground  excavation  sites 
across  the  dty.  The  metro 
project  is  the  primary  ele¬ 
ment  in  a  substantial  pro-  £ 
gramme  of  renovation 
aimed  both  at  modernising 
Athens,  recapturing  some¬ 
thing  of  the  glory  ofits  past, 
and  reinforcing  its  efforts  to 
host  die  Olympic  Games  in  _ _ 
2004. 

For  years  the  chy  has  been 
synonymous  with  the  worst  symp¬ 
toms  of  urban  decline:  toxic  smog, 
traffic  jams,  overcrowding  and 
incompetent  administration.  This 
was  brought  home  to  the  world 
when  it  became  evident  that  the 
monumental  marble  pillars  of  the 
Parthenon,  having  survived  for 
2500  years,  were  crumbling  away 
like  sandstone  because  of  the 
ravages  of  the  20th  century. 

The  European  Union  declared 
Athens  the  most  polluted  dty  on  the 
Continent  In  a  desperate  attempt 
to  alleviate  the  smog  and  conges¬ 
tion,  cars  have  been  banned,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  registration  on  odd 
or  even  days.  Last  summer,  tem¬ 
peratures  of  102F  forced  the  ban¬ 
ning  of  all  private  cars  and  half  of 
the  taxis  from  the  dty  centre. 

With  a  papulation  that  has 
ballooned  since  the  1950s  to  45 


million  —  nearly  half  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  Greece  —  Athens  also  has  to 
cope  with  eight  million  visitors  a 
year.  Its  infrastructure  has  been 
stretched  beyond  its  limits. 

But  a  new  mood  is  emanating 
from  the  recently  refurbished  City 
Hall.  Dimitris  Avramopoulos,  die 
Mayor  of  Athens,  says:  ‘There  are 
a  lot  of  changes  under  way.  The 
first  phase  of  the  metro  project  will 
be  ready  for  use  next  November 
and  will  serve  half  a  million  people 
a  day.  When  it  is  completed  it  will 
have  the  effect  of  removing  400,000 
cars  off  the  streets. 

"Athens,  at  present,  is  a  huge 
workshop  but  even  in  a  year’s  time 
a  lot  of  things  will  be  different 
Already  pollution  has  been  reduced 
by  30  per  cent” 

This  had  been  done,  says  the 
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Should  we  win  it  will  be 
fitting  testament  to  the 
renaissance  of  our  city  !> 


mayor,  by  the  introduction  of 
bylaws  pedestrianising  a  triangu¬ 
lar  section  of  the  dty  centre 
between  Syntagma  and  Omonia 
squares  and  the  ancient  Agora 
quarter,  forcing  the  worst  old  cars 
and  buses  off  the  streets  and  dosing 
down  big  industrial  projects  situat¬ 
ed  in  the  centre  of  the  dty.  “I  hope 
that  by  the  end  of  the  century, 
Athens  will  be  one  of  the  cleanest 
dries  in  Europe."  he  says. 

The  mayor,  a  suave  and  vigorous 
43-year-old  former  diplomat  and 
member  of  parliament  for  the 
conservative  New  Democracy  Par¬ 
ty,  has.  in  the  first  two  years  of  his 
four  year  term  as  mayor,  broughta 
dynamic  style  of  leadership  to 
municipal  affairs. 

Nothing  illustrates  this  better 
than  his  decision  to  move  his 
munidpal  office  out  of  the  drab 
1960s  concrete  block  where  it  had 


functioned  for  the  previous  17 
years,  and  back  into  the  original 
Athens  dty  hall,  an  elegant  neoclas¬ 
sical  edifice  which,  during  that 
time,  had  been  left  virtually  dere¬ 
lict  At  his  direction  the  old  munid¬ 
pal  building,  inaugurated  in  1OT4. 
was  redecorated  in  neo-Homeric 
grand  style. 

Visitors  are  greeted  by  a  bust  of 
Perides  on  the  landing  of  a  great 
staircase.  Oak  doors,  15-feet  high, 
dominate  the  palatial  reception 
rooms.  Andent  Greek  and  Mac¬ 
edonian  motifs  are  everywhere. 
Two  backlit  glass  cabinets  house 
miniature  effigies  of  all  past  may¬ 
ors,  meticulously  costumed  and 
startlingly  lifelike,  in  a  miniature 
Madame  Tussaud’s. 

The  dty  flag  —  also  an 
Avramopoulos  concept  —  features 
a  central  profile  of  Athene, 
the  goddess  of  wisdom.  “The 
refurbishment  of  the  dty 
hall  symbolises  our  determ¬ 
ination  to  return  Athens  to 
its  former  glory,"  says  Mr 
Avramopoulos.  “Our  first 
objective  is  to  enhance  the 
city*  sense  of  its  own  identi¬ 
ty,  to  reinforce  its  signifi- 

_ cance  on  the  consciousness 

of  its  citizens.  The  future  of 
this  dty  is  still  its  past  so  we  must 
protect  our  heritage. 

"Athens  should  be  a  symbol  for 
the  whole  world  —  for  all  the  people 
who  share  the  values  that  were 
bom  here.  It  is  not  the  political 
capital  of  Europe,  neither  is  it  the 
cultural  capital,  but  it  is  the 
historical  capital." 

The  mayor  heads  a  40- 
strong  dty  council,  in 
which  the  New  Democra¬ 
cy  ooundllors  enjoy  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  ten.  and  operates  with  an 
annual  budget  of  107  billion  drach¬ 
ma.  Under  the  Government's  aus¬ 
terity  programme,  he  says,  the 
Athens  coundl  cannot  obtain  any 
more  funding  from  the  central 
administration  but  it  has  been 
given  the  right  to  impose  local 
taxes. 

The  first  taxes  it  is  imposing  are 


The  Mayor  of  Athens:  The  future  of  this  dty  is  stiff  its  past” 


10  billion  drachmas  cm  the  build¬ 
ings  in  the  dty  being  used  by  the 
central  administration.  "The  Gov¬ 
ernment  is  shocked,'’  the  mayor 
says  with  a  smile  of  triumph," 

He  maintains  that  the  dty,  whose 
bid  to  host  the  games  in  1996  failed, 
has  a  realistic  prospect  of  hosting 
the  2004  Olympics.  "Athens,  this 
time,  is  ready."  he  says.  “The 
Olympics  infrastructure  is  80  per 
cent  complete.  The  new  metro  will 
be  capable  of  carrying  780,000 


people  a  day,  a  new  international 
airport  with  an  annual  capacity  of 
16  million  passengers  is  due  for 
completion  in  the  year  2000  and 
comprehensive  improvements  to 
the  road  network  wfll  be  finished.” 

Athens  is  also,  he  claims,  die 
Continent's  least  violent  capital 
with,  file  lowest  rate  of  drug  use. 
“There  is  a  passion  behind  our  bid 
to  stage  the  Olympics.  Should  we 
win  it  will  be  a  fitting  testament  to 
the  renaissanos  of  our  dty." 


Unearthing  a  city 
below  the  pavements 


Train  tunnels  have  revealed  ancient 
treasures,  Hden  Iatrou  reports 


Ancient  and  modem  ver¬ 
sions  of  Athens  have 

been  unexpectedly  ex¬ 
posed  to  each  other  through  one 
of  Europe’s  largest  current  con¬ 
struction  projects— the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Greek  capital’s 

underground  metro  network. 

Two  giant  excavators,  known 
as  the  Metro  Mice,  are  tunnel¬ 
ling  a  solution  to  Athens's 
suffocating  transportation  prob¬ 
lem  and  have,  in  the  process, 
uncovered  a  goldmine  of  archae¬ 
ological  Buds.  They  date  from 
Neolithic  times,  via  the  2500- 
yearold  age  of  Perides  to  the 
14fli-centtriyByzantine  period. 

Trapped  for  centuries  under 
layers  of  rubble,  the  finds  — 
2,000  mail  —  are  to  be  displayed 
not  only  in.  museums  but  also  in 
their  new  setting  alongside  pas¬ 
sengers’  platforms,  providing  a 
novel  feature  compared  to  most 
other  European 
metros. 

The  metro’s 
construction  has 
proved  to  be  the 
biggest  archaeo¬ 
logical  excava¬ 
tion  in  recent 
times,"  says  Li¬ 
ana  Parlama, 

head  of  the  40  _ 

archaeologists 
supervising  the  finds.  “Some 
amazing  discoveries  have  been 
made,  though  damages  have 
also,  inevitably,  been  registered 
in  the  drive  to  complete  the 
network.” 

Contractors  say  that,  due  to 
the  difficulties  posed  in  digging 
up  a  relic-rich  dty  like  Athens, 
an  additional  Dr  100  billion 
(£260  mfllioa)  is  required.  Metro 
employees  are  back  on  the  job 
but  the  two  Metro  Mice  are 
taking  a  break  until  early  next 
year  while  the  parties  concerned 
and  the  Government  meet  this 
month  to  find  a  solution  to  these 
technical  problems. 

Amonp  the  most  important 
discoveries  of  rite  dig,  which  is 
90  per  cent  complete,  has  been  a 
marble  column  engraved,  with 
tbe  names  of  21  Athenian  riders, 
and  their  tribe,  killed  during  the 
SBC  Peloponnesian  Wars.  One 
of  the  most  andent  finds  is  an 
llth-centuiy  BC  grave  of  the' 


C  Metro  Mice 
uncover  a 
goldmine? 


post-Mycenaean  era,  found  jus 
under  Athens’s  Syntagma 
square. 

The  rarest  find  is  a  Stfreentory 

BC  bronze  head  of  a  semi- 
lifcsize  statue,  found  embedded 
in  a  wall  underneath  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Gardens. 

The  most  unusual  discovery  is 
a  well-preserved  grave  of  a  small 
hunting  dog,  which  included  the 
owners'  belongings  and  nails 
from  rite  dog’s  leather  collar. 
The  most  expansive  finds  were 
made  at  the  Kerameikos  station. 
They  feature  about  LOGO  ancient 
graves,  spread  over  one  acre 
square,  with  a  rich  collection  of 
artefacts  covering  ten  centuries 
from  the  7th  century  BC  to  the 
3rd  century  AD. 

What  Mrs  Parlama  describes 
as  “the  greatest  find"  were 
sprawling  Roman  public  baths 
at  the  3rd  century  AD.  157 
metres  long. 
Their  existence 
was  unknown  to 
archaeologists, 
even  though  they 
were  found  only 
10cm  beneath  the 
asphalt  on  busy 
Amalias  Avenue 
near  the  Tomb  of 
the  Unknown 
Soldier. 

What  the  archaeologist  des¬ 
cribed  as  a  “very  pleasant  sur¬ 
prise"  was  the  discovery  of  a  100- 
metre  ancient  roadway,  totally 
intact. 


O 


ther  star  attractions  in¬ 
clude  post-Roman  luxu¬ 
ry  villas  with  rare  wall 
frescoes,  already  moved  to  the 
Byzantine  Museum:  workshop 
installations  of  the  4th  and  5th 
centuries  BC  with  foundries  for 
the  production  of  copper  statues; 
remains  of  Emperor  Adrian's 
aqueduct,  water  supplies  and 
drainage  networks  and  other  in¬ 
frastructural  evidence. 

All  together,  Mrs  Parlama 
says,  the  discoveries  now  allow 
the  experts  to  put  together  a 
much  dearer  picture  of  andent 
Athens.  She  says  it  renders 
imperative  the  construction  of  a 
Museum  of  Athens  which,  as¬ 
tonishingly,  It  does  not  already 
possess. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


ATHENS  METRO 


One  of  the  major  infrastructure 
projects  and  particularly  the  most 
complex  under  construction  in 
Europe  nowadays,  is  tbe  Athens 
Metro  project 

Athens,  since  1869,  already  had  a 
suburban  connection  of  the  City 
with  Piraeus  -  the  main  Greek 
port  This  line  developed  in  a 
metro  line  of  26km  length.  The 
major  decision  was  to  construct 
two  new  metro  lines,  fully 
underground,  with  three 
connection  points  with  the 
existing  line. 

In  June  1991,  following  an 
international  tender,  the  Greek 
state  signed  a  lumpsum  price 
turnkey  contract  with  Olympic 
Metro,  a  consortium  of  22 
companies  from  France, 
Germany  and  Greece,  led  by 
Siemens  and  Interinfra  S  A. 
ATTOCO  METRO  S.A.,  a  new 
company,  was  charged  with  the 
management  of  die  project 
and  the  operation  of  the  system 
after  completion.  The  staff  of 
this  company  consists  of 
international  mass  transit  experts 
from  Bechtel  International  Inc., 
providing  technical  and  project 
management  support,  who  work 
jointly  with  experienced  Greek 
engineers. 

The  new  Metro  lines,  18km  with 
21  stations  radiate  in  four 
directions  from  Syntagma 
Square  -  the  most  central  point  of 
the  city.  The  new  Metro  lines 
will  operate  within  1999  and  will 
serve  approximately  450,000 
passengers  daily,  in  addition  to 
the  300,000  passengers  currently 
being  served  by  the  existing  line. 
The  train  intervals  in  peak  hours 
will  be  3  minutes  and  the  entire 
system  will  be  accessible  to 
persons  with  special  needs. 

The  total  budget  for  the  main 
project  amounts  to  2  billion 
ECU.  The  European  Union  and 
the  European  Investment  Bank 
are  financing  up  to  90%  of  the 
project  through  grants  and  loans 
respectively,  while  the  remaining 
funds  are  being  provided  by  the 
Greek  state.  This  funding  pattern 


provides  guarantees  to  ensure  the 
necessary  sources  through  the 
completion  of  the  project. 

Today  3400  workers  employed 
in  more  than  50  locations 
throughout  the  city  are  realizing 
this  enormous  project  on  a  day- 
to-day  basis.  To  date,  tunnelling 
operations  have  completed 
almost  10km  of  tunnels,  while  all 
21  new  stations  are  well  under 
construction  with  works 
concentrated  on  architectural 
finishes  and  electromechanical 
installations.  The  majority  of  the 
archeological  excavations  that 
proceeded  the  main  construction 
works  and  covered  a  vast 
area  of  70,000sq.m.  revealing 
archeological  finds  30  centuries 
old,  have  been  almost  completed. 
Plans  have  been  made  for  some 
of  these  artifacts  to  be  exhibited 
in  mini-museums  at  selected 
stations  of  the  new  Metro  lines. 
Overall,  more  than  50%  of  the 
project  is  complete  and  all  time 
schedules  seem  to  get  close  day- 
by-day  to  the  operation  date  in 
1999. 

Any  assessment  of  this  project’s 
value  should  look  beyond 
numbers  of  users,  to  the  other 
long-term  benefits  it  will  bring  to 
the  metropoilitan  areas.  The 
quality  of  life  for  Athenians  will 


be  upgraded  and  the  city  will 
become  more  attractive  for 
tourists  and  business  visitors.  But 
the  most  significant  contribution 
of  this  project  will  be  to  the 
environment,  since  it  is 
anticipated  that  a  drastic 
reduction  in  daily  automobile 
trips  will  occur,  which  inevitably 
will  decrease  air  pollution. 
Moreover,  Metro  users  will 
realize  a  time  saving  of  over 
50%,  compared  to  malting  trips 
with  other  modes  of 
transportation. 

Unlike  the  past,  Athens  of  today 
is  determined  to  build  a  better 
future  for  the  generations  to 
come  and  in  this  future  the  Metro 
project  may  very  well  be  a  part  of 
the  gateway  for  the  modem 
Greece  of  the  21st  century. 


ATTIKO  METRO  A.E. 


ATT KO  METRO  AE, 

191-193  Messogion  Ave., 

GR-1 15  25,  Athens,  Greece. 

Tel:  6792399  Fax:  6726126 
E-mail:  <amecro@m2iih0l.gn>. 
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OTE  is  the  telecommunication  operator  in  Greece  with  a 
monopoly  to  provide  fixed  telephony  until  the  year  2003. 

In  1 995  its  income  before  tax  was  830  million  dollars  aDd  in 
1996  as  estimated,  the  net  income  before  tax  will  be  more 
than  $1  billion. 

Its  total  revenues  constitute  some  25  percent  of  Greece's 
national  GDP  and  it  is  tbe  most  profitable  company  in  the 
country. 

The  remarkable  organization  is  now  changing  from  its  base 
as  a  telecommunications  monopoly  into  a  modern, 
competitive  company,  determined  to  expand  its  markets  and 
realize  the  strong  potential  of  its  position. 

Its  mission  is  to  consolidate  that  position  as  tbe  dominant 
telecommunications  company  in  Greece,  so  that  long  before 
the  year  2000  -  when  its  domestic  monopoly  ends  -  it  has  a 
commanding  lead,  in  not  just  voice  telephony  but  also  in  the 
complete  range  of  wireless  date  and  other  emerging 
lelecommuni cation  services. 

This  year  alone  OTE  plans  capital  expenditure  of  1.1  billion 
dollars.  Over  the  next  five  years  it  has  plans  to  spend  mac 
than  3.9  billion  dollars  on  exchanges,  networks  and 
intonation  projects.  This  investment  will  bring  benefits 
throughout  its  operations. 

OTE’s  capital  expenditure  will  be  financed  by  three  sources. 
Firstly,  it  has  strong  cash  flow.  Given  its  projected  rate  of 
increase  in  revenues  OTE  expects  future  cash  flow  to  be 
sufficient  for  funding  both  its  operations  and  its  investment 
plans. 

Secondly,  the  equity  offering  has  partially  financed  its  1996 
Cap-ex. 

Finally,  a  significant  proportion  of  its  capital  expenditure 
will  be  increased  by  European  Union  subsidies  or  by  joint 
ventures  with  strategic  partners. 

OTE’s  ambitious  investment  programme  is  reflected  in  tbe 
additional  debt  it  has  been  incurring  over  the  last  few  yeans. 
Though  its  net  debt  to  equity  ratio  rose  until  1995,  the  equity 
offering  has  returned  leverage  ratios  to  below  those  of  1992. 
OTE’s  balance  street  is  very  strong. 

OTE  has  a  significant  potential  for  revenue  growth. 
Operating  costs  should  grow  moderately  and  its  capital 
expenditure  should  be  largely  financed  through  its  cash  flow. 
That  means  it  expects  to  see  strong  bottom-line  growth.  Net 
income  is  expected  to  grow  by  a  compound  annual  rate  in 
double  digits  over  foe  next  five  years.  This  is  a  health 
picture. 

OTE  has  seen  both  revenues  and  profits  grow  significantly. 
Its  revenues  has  grown  at  an  annual  compound  rate  of  8%  m 
real  terms,  rising  from  211  trillion  drachmas  ($879  million) 
m  1990  to  593  billion  drachmas  ($25  billion). 

In  order  to  increase  further  its  revenues,  OTE  is 
Implementing  a  substantial  capital  expenditure  programme 
to  modernize  its  network,  in  an  investment  that  enables  the 
company  to  bring  real,  tangible  benefits  to  its  revenue 
stream. 

Digitalizing  its  network  also  enables  OTE  to  time-charge 
local  calls  and  increase  revenues  tty  charging  the  full 
duration  of  each  caff.  By  tbe  year  2000  foe  company  should 
reach  80%  digitalization  of  the  entire  country,  so.it  will  be 
doubling  hs  revenues  from  this  untapped  market. 

OTE’s  network  is  becoming  more  and  more  sophisticated 
and  is  able  to  introduce  new  value-added  services  such  as 
voice  mail,  call-redirection  and  call  waiting. 

Finally,  by  increasing  the  number  of  completed  calls  in  this 


way  OTE  can  further  boost  revenue  from  its  fixed  telephone 
network. 

The  company  is  already  seeing  a  positive  change  in  its 
revenue  mix  income  from  new  services,  which  provide 
higher  margins,  is  taking  a  greater  share  of  its  total  revenues. 
..Its  operating  income  rose  by  15%  and  its  net  income  also 
rose  by  11%  each  year. 

Its  margins  have  been  rising  in  the  last  few  years.  The 
operating  tittugio  rose  from  27%  in  1992  to  40%  in  1995.  In 
the  same  period  its  net  margin  rose  from  16%  to  24%.  These 
figures  reflect  OTE’s  ability  to  rapidly  adapt  to  more  modern 
operating  conditions,  with  a  steadily  improving  network,  a 
business-minded  management  team  and  a  rationalized  work 
force. 

It  also  has  considerable  flexibility  to  rebalance  tariffs.  Time 
charging  for  local  calls  is  realizing  untapped  revenues  in  its 
basic  telephony  business.  It  is  introducing  new  value-added 
services  and  it  looks  forward  to  the  increasing  traffic 
generated  by  PCN,  paging  and  and  its  expanding 
international  services.  OTE’s  forecasts  suggest  that  its 
revenues  will  continue  to  grow  at  a  double-digit  rate. 

In  the  field  of  operating  costs  OTB  has  seen  annual  growth, 
in  real  terras  of  4%  during  the  past  five  years. 

As  it  grows  OTE  is  focusing  on  operating  more  efficiently 
and  controlling  labour  costs  and  has  a  strategy  for 
rationalizing  staff  levels.  At  the  same  time  it  is  realizing 
efficiencies  by  restructuring  its  organization. 

There  will  be  an  increase  in  its  sales  and  marketing 
workforce,  particularly  in  view  of  enhanced  focus  on  the 
customer.  On  balance,  though,  it  expects  staff  costs  will 
continue  to  decrease. 

The  increased  productivity  becomes  most  obvious  when 
viewed  on  a  ‘line  per  employee*  basis.  OTE’s  current  ratio 
of  210  lines  per  employee  is  so  good  that  it  ranks  5th 
among&  European  telecommunication  companies.  And  it 
will  get  better.  By  2000  the  company  expects  the  figure  to 
rise. 

Tbe  company  is  determined :  to  take  advantage  of  the 
remarkable  opportunity  it  faces  today  and  to  focus  on  tbe  its 
activities  within  tbe  domestic  Greek  market,  which  forms  the 
heart  of  its  operations. 

Its  market  share  is  expected  to  increase  steadily  in  the  ' 
coming  years.  In  this  way  its  investment  programme  will 
deliver  real  benefits  to  its  business  in  terms  of  increasing 
both  revenues  and  customer  satisfaction. 

To  achieve  its  goal  of  creating  a  competitive  company 
culture.  OTE.  has  segmented  its  customer  base.  Each 
segment  has  distinct  service  requirements  and  revenue-  ' 
producing  potential. 

To  serve  them,  the  company  has  established  distinct 
channels  dedicated  10  understanding  their  specific  needs. 

During  the  past  year  OTE  has  successfully  established  a 
major  accounts  management  team  and  is  currently  upgrading 
its  nation-wide  chain  of  tele-shops. 

To  support  these  sales  channels,  OTE  has  developed  a 
portfolio  of  products  and  services  which  can  be  tailored  to 
the  segment  they  serve  and  be  provided  to  residential 
customers  with  basic  telephone  lines  as  value  added- 
services,  which  widen  foe  company’s  offerings  to  foe 
customer  and  aid  its  move  info  the  mobile  telephony  market. 
Greece  is  an  exciting  country  with  an  emerging  economy. 

.  Telecommunications  is  one  of  the  worid’s  most  dynamic 
industries.  In  OTE  these  opportunities  go  hand  in  hand.- 
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■  THEATRE  1 

Jessica  Lange 
prepares  for 
her  West  End 
debut  in  the 
‘inexhaustible’  role 
of  Blanche  DuBois 


■  THEATRE  2 

. . .  while,  on 
Broadway,  Joel 
Grey  wows  the 
crowds  in  the 
Kander  and  Ebb 
musical  Chicago 


ARTS 


■  THEATRE  3 

A  miniature 
Sondheim 
musical  Marry 
Me  A  Little . 
comes  to  the 
London  fringe 


■  TOMORROW 

Has  Alan  Parker 
succeeded  in 
turning  Evita 
into  a  great 
film?  Read 
Geoff  Brown’s  view 


THEATRE:  A  double  Oscar  winner  hits  the  West  End  in  a  modem  classic;  plus  reviews  from  New  York  and  London 


0 


■- ..  k  iew  theatrical  debuts  in 
'  I  i  recent  years  seemed  as 
I  1  brave  as  that  by  Jessica 
Lange  an  Broadway  in 
-  992.  In  a  season  in  which  movie 

tars  were  returning  to  the  stage  en 
'  nasse  —  Glenn  Close.  Gene  Hack- 
nan  and  Richard  Dreyfuss  in 
'  Death  and  the  Maiden,  Alan  Alda 
:  in  Nefl  Simon's  Jake's  Women  — 

•  jange  was  making  her  New  York 
iroiessional  stage  debut  as  Blanche 
i  DuBois  in  Tennessee  Williams's  A 
-'Streetcar  Named  Desire.  Not  bad 
or  someone  whose  theatrical  CV 
-V  ip  to  then  consisted  of  early  work 
'-■  hiring  her  expatriate  period  in 
Yartce  and  a  summer  stock  pro- 
.-luction  in  North  Carolina  of  an 
~  original  play  whose  name  she  no 

•  -  on  ger  remembers. 

-  Fourteen  years  as  partner  to  the 

•  _  ire-eminent  American  dramatist 

>am  Shepard,  however,  presum- 
ibly  counts  for  something:  aT 
hough  Lange  says  the  couple  do 
. .  lot  talk  theatre —“our  lives  are  so 
iiled  up  with  children  and  other 
.  hings  that  that  kind  of  stuff  within 
. .  he  home  takes  precedence"  —  she 
Nearly  recognises  quality  when  she 
inds  il  (Lange  has  three  children, 
wo  by  Shepard  and  an  older 

_ laughter  by  her  previous  compan- 

on.  Mikhail  Baryshnikov.)  - 
In  the  event  director  Gregory 
Mosher'S  Streetcar  revival,  with 
~  Mec  Baldwin  as  Blanche's  destroy¬ 
er,  Stanley,  did  near-capacity  busi- 
"  ness  for  six  months.  Chi  the 
strength  of  those  names.  Amy 
-  Madigan’s  Stella  included,  how 
xiuld  it  not?  It  was  bolstered  by  a 
Tony  Award  nomination  for  Bal- 
■  dwin  and  a  steamy  ad  campaign 
promising  an  everting  of  sweaty  sex  . 
zhat  Williams'S  tragedy  is  hardly 
_ibout  But  along  with  the  crowds 
ame  a  cache  of  disappointed  (and 
'ame  damning)  reviews, alongside  r 
sense  —  on  Lange’s  part  at  least' 

—  of  unfinished  business. 

That  is  why  the  twotime  Oscar- 
winner.  now  47,  accepted  Peter 
yHall’s  offer  to  tackle  the  part  anew 
m  the  West  End,  having  followed 


Will  London  prove  a  happier  hunting 
ground  for  Jessica  Lange  in  her  third  shot 
at  Blanche  DuBois?  Matt  Wolf  reports 


CBS  television  version  dial  again 
featured  Baldwin  (with  Diane  Lane 
and  John  Goodman  as  Stdla  and 
Mitch).  At  a  point  when  most 
performers  would  have  filed  away 
their  reviews  and  moved  on.  i.ang*» 
is  preparing  a  third  Blanche, 
suggesting  in  the  process  a  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  role  comparable  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  to  ^Kenneth 
Branagh'S  pursuit  of  Hamid 

“This  character  is  pretty  inex¬ 
haustible,"  Lange  says.  “I  never  tire 

of  the  discovery  of  _ 

Blandie.  I  just 
knew  with  a  differ¬ 
ent  cast  [Toby  Ste¬ 
phens  and  Imogen 
Stubbs,  as  Stanlty 
and  Stella]  and  a 
different  director,  it 
-  was  going  to  have  a 
whole  separate  life 
from  the  other  two  I 
had  done  before, 
and  it  does,  I 
haven't  given  one 
thought  to  the  run  we  did  in  New 
York."  ■ 

Lange  is  not  keen  to  dwell  on  the 
Broadway  engagement  -  “What 
soured  me  about  that  experience 
was  that  h  wasn’t  the  right  combi¬ 
nation.  and  had  1  been  more 
experienced,  J  would  have  under¬ 
stood  it  wasn’t  right"  But  she 
defends  a  decision  about  which  “I 
suppose  you  could  say  I  was 
foolhardy,  but  1  never  thought  of  it 
like  that  Blandie  was  a  parr  J 
really  loved  and  thought  I  amid 
play  and  bring  something  to.  and  I 
felt  that  if  I,  was  going  to  do  theatre. 
F  wanted  to  do  something  that 
meant  something  to  me." 

The  headlines  about  movie  stars 
invading  Broadway  no  doubt  had 
their  own  damaging  effect.  ‘1  think 
that  worked  against  all  of  us.  It'S 


C I  can  barely 
sit  through 
most 
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and  you  see  a  provincial  snobbery 
based  on  nothing  —  that's  how  I 
feel  about  the  New  York  theatre 
world:  they  have  this  pretentious 
snobbery  when,  I  mean.  I  can 
barely  sir  through  most  Broadway 
plays.  But  they're  commercial.  Iris 
the  same  thing  with  films  —  they’re 
Commercial  but  rheyrie  nothing  1 
can  at  through  and  they  make  $150 
million. 

“The  bottom  line  is  I  flunk  I’m 
just  out  of  the  loop.  What  1  like. 

_ 1  other  people  don’t 

like,  arid  what  other 
people  flock  fa  I 
find  unbearable." 

In  any  case, 
Lange  became  a 
film  star  more  by 
circumstance  than 
conscious  choice, 
and  is  quick  to  fore¬ 
stall  any  idea  that 
theatre  is  some¬ 
thing  to  which  she 
ight  be  seen  to  be 
wasn't  that 


mi 

condescending.  “It 
back  in  acting  dass  in  the  1970s,  I 
said  to  myself.  welLTm  going  to  do 
movies:  I’m  not  going  to  do 
theatre,"  says  the  actress,  who 
began  her  screen  career  in  King 
Kong's  furry  paw  before  establish¬ 
ing  her  heavyweight  credentials  in 
1982  with  back-to-back  perfor¬ 
mances  in  Tootsie  and  Frances .  the 
latter  of  which  introduced  her  to  co- 
star  Shepard. 

Lange  says:  “You  kind  of  get 
taken  along  the  path  destined  for 
you.  I  started  getting  film  roles,  and 
it  just  became  more  and  more  that 
’It  was  never  a  derision  fliat  I 
wanted  to  be  a  film  actor  as 
opposed  to  a  theatre  acton  it  was 
just  the  work  that  came  my  way." 
The  problem,  of  course,  is  that  once 
launched,  screen  careers  have  to  be 


Broadway  run  with  a  separate. J  like  when  you  live  in  a  small  town  maintained  —  so  fliat  even  if  you  Haymorket  {Oi 

yJ  *  t  Side  by  asides  by  Sondheim 


want  to  do  theatre,  that  may  not  be 
the  wish  of  the  numerous  business 
interests  that  surround  you. 

“The  first  time  I  did  Blanche, 
wanted  me  to  do  it  the 
time."  Lange  laughs,  “no¬ 
body  really  wanted  me  to  do  it  But 
nobody  has  ever  made  derisions  for 
me.  I  Ve  been  influenced  sometimes 
against  my  better  judgment  to  do 
something  I  felt  strongly  I 
shouldn't  da  I  let  myself  get  talked 
into  if  because  of  those  very  reasons 
—  it’s  commercial,  it’s  money  — 
and  it  has  always  been  a  mistake." 

She  praises  the  “much  healthier 
attitude  to  acting  in  Britain,  tn 
America,  because  of  the  money 
involved  and  because  of  the  ma- 
.  dtinezyQfHoUywood.it  is  realty  an 
unhealthy  environment  for  actors. 
The  rewards  are  actually  very 
destructive  because  they  are  so  our 
of  proportion  to  the  talent  and  it  is 
all  extremely  seductive.  If  people 
are  going  to  get  $15  or  $20  million 
to  do  some  ted  part  in  some  bad 
movie,  they're  going  to  take  that 
instead  of  making  a  couple  of 
hundred  dollars  a  week  rehearsing 
a  play;  it  has  to  do  with  the  integrity 
of  the  individuals." 

Beyond  Blanche.  Lange  rites  the 
Princess  in  Sweet  Bird  of  Youth 
and  O'Neill's  Mary  Tyrone  as  roles 
she  would  like  to  do  on  stage, 
though  she  turned  down  a  chance 
at  Chekhov’s  Three  Sisters,  claim¬ 
ing  she  was  too  old  to  play  any  of 
them.  Theatre  work  with  Shepard 
remains  an  unfulfilled  hope:  “If 
there  were  ever  a  part  ffor  me]  in 
his  plays.  1  would  do  it,  and  I  would 
love  to  be  directed  by  Sam  on  stage. 

"I  know  the  work  1  did  on  stage 
in  New  York  was  good,  and  I  also 
know  when  I’ve  been  lazy.  With  a 
part  like  Blanche,  you  can  only  be 
honest  with  lL  I  can’t  create  a 
performance;  it  either  feels  true  or  it 
doesn’t  and  this  is  such  an  emo¬ 
tional  part,  it  has  always  felt  true  to 
me  when  I  Ye  done  it.” 

•  A  Streetcar  Named  Desire  is  in 
preview  from  tomorrow  and  opens  on 
December  30  at  the  Theatre  Renal, 
Haymarhet  {0171-9308800) 


Jessica  Lange:  “What  I  like,  other  people  don't  like,  and  what  other  people  Bock  to.  1  find  unbearable” 


THE  origin  of  this  b5-minute 
Sondheim  musical  is  curious. 
Craig  Lucas,  an  actor  in  tile 
original  chorus  of  Sweeney 
Todd,  heard  that  a  number  of 
die  composer’s  songs  lan¬ 
guished  in  a  musical  limbo, 
either  because  they  had  been 
dropped  from  shows  on  the 
bumpy  route  to  Broadway  or 
because  they  belonged  to 
shows  that  had  never  finished 
the  journey. 

i  Iirai  with  the  late  Nor¬ 
man  Rene  as  director,  assemb¬ 
led  some  of  these  escapees  into 
an  order  suggesting  a  story 
line  and  cast  it  for  a  man  and  a 
woman,  in  two  New  York 
apartments,  asking,  in  the 
words  of  the  opening  song: 
“What  can  you  do  with  a 
Saturday  night,  if  you’re 
single?"  ,  , 

What  you  can  do.  ot  course, 
is  dream:  and  in  a  musical 
sing  your  dreams;  which  is 
what  Clive  Carter  and  Rebec¬ 
ca  Front  proceed  to  do.  with 


only  about  as 
many  unsung 
words  between 
the  numbers  as 
could  be  counted 
on  a  single  hand. 

Until  just  towards  the  end, 
and  then  provoked  by  a  song 
that  awkwardly  alters  the 
mood,  the  construction  works 
remarkably  well,  helped  by  a 
staging  device  familiar  from 
the  Ayckbourn  oeuvre  which 
shows  the  two  apartments  as 
one.  Carter  and  Front  there¬ 
fore  open  the  same  fridge,  sit 
on  the  same  creamy  sofa, 
switch  channels  on  the  same 
television  set—  but  in  different 
parts  of  town. 

One  of  Sondheim’s  notable 
gifts,  possibly  unique  to  him. 
is  an  ability  to  show  the 
thoughts  of  his  characters 
changing  as  they  ring.  They 
hesitate,  they  contradict  what 
they  have  just  sung.  Don’t, 
they  imply,  take  me  quite  as 
senousfy  as  you  and  I  thought 


Many  Me 
a  little 

Bridewell,  EC4 


I  was  being.  If  all 
this  were  not 
being  sung  you 
would  say  they 
were  humming 
and  hawing. 

So  there  the  two  of  them  are, 
single  on  a  Saturday  night, 
wishing  they  were  not.  Along 
with  her  careful  smile.  Front's 
eyebrows  tilt  up  at  the  middle, 
giving  her  a  brave,  tough-it- 
out  expression.  She  sings  the 
tide  song,  dropped  from  Com¬ 
pany  but  now  (apparently 
because  of  this  show)  baric  in 
that  score.  She  also  sings  one 
of  the  few  roaring  numbers. 
Can  That  Bey  Foxtrot  i.  a 
rhetorical  question  depending 


for  its  foil  effect  on  the 
American  broadening  of  the 
fourth  syllable. 

Garter  also  shows  physical¬ 
ly  the  emotions  of  the  reluciant 
solitary  —  the  restlessness,  the 
outbursts  of  tart  wit  —  and 
both  sing  with  clarity  and 
charm.  When  Front  reaches 
the  closing  phrase  of  There 
Won't  Be  Trumpets  s  he  finds  a 
note  as  pure  and  faint  as  a 
silver  trumpet  on  the  very 
edge  of  hearing. 

Clive  Paget  directs  on  the 
admirable  flexible  stage  of  this 
theatre  and  Rowland  Lee  ac¬ 
companies  on  the  piano. 

Jeremy  Kingston 


Beyond  the  cringe 


IF  YOU  go  to  the  Caffe  Royal 
for  Joey  and  Gina’s  Wedding, 
do  not  expect  a  Caffe  Royal 
wedding.  Although  invitation 
prices  start  at  £3630,  the  food 
is  derisory,  die  drink  is  extra 
and  the  celebrations  take 
place  not  in  the  dassy  West 
End  but  at  “Frankie's  Castfe" 
—  resolutely  in  the  East  End. 

All  weddings  have  a  per¬ 
formative  power — enough  to 
turn  the  simple  words  “I  do" 
into  the  profoundest  of  ac¬ 
tions  —  so  why  not  marry  this 
to  a  piece  of  theatre?  The 
audience  become  guests, 
while  the  cast  act  as  the 
ghastly  families  and  hosts. 
The  drama-should  be  there  on 
a  (paper)  plate. 

Unfortunately,  by  caricatur 
mg  everything  that  can  go 
wrong.'  write-  Jay  Leggett  has 
robbed  the  rite  of  its  potent 
mix  of  solemnity  and  social 
comedy.  As  we  all  know,  with 
a  congregation  on  emotional 
alert,  the  subtlest  lapses  al¬ 
ways  loom  large  but  to  trav¬ 
esty  the  entire  proceeding 
dissipates  the  intensity  and 
looks  like  a  failure  to  observe 
what  really  goes  on. 

The  drunken  Irish  priest's 
homily  on  the  miseries  of 
married  life  is  familiarly  ex¬ 
cruciating,  as  is  the  breaking 
out  of  longstanding  feuds 
within  tire  social-dim  bing 
family  of  the  bride  (liana 
D’Elia)  and  the  Chicago- Ital¬ 
ian  family  of  the  groom 
(Glenn  Wrage).  But  these 
could  have  been  .done  with  a 
littie  more  surreptitious  truth. 
We  should  be  watching  from 


Joey  &  Gina's 
Wedding 

Cafe  Royal 


the  corners  of  our  eyes,  not 
from  the  front  stalls. 

The  tuneless  songs  of  vari¬ 
ous  well  wishers  are  little  bet¬ 
ter  than  karaoke  humour,  and 
the  jealousies  and  fights  be¬ 
come  irritating  mteroptions. 
Even  the  best  man's  speech  is 
squandered,  when  it  should 
have  been  a  chance  to  create  a 
context,  add  some  needed 
depth  of  character  and  tefl 
some  proper  jokes.  The  best 
entertainment  is  the  honest 
showmanship  of  Frankie,  the 
impresario  and  Elvis  mutator 
(lames  Doherty),  and  the  jug¬ 
gling  of  Milos  (Mat  Ricardo). 

Audience  involvement  is 
limited  to  the  occasional 
hokey-enkey.  The  cast  do  but¬ 
tonhole  the  guests  —  and  the 
admirably  underdressed  An¬ 
gelica  Leigh  (Hannah 
Waddingham)  does  rather 
more'  —  but  their  gambits  are 
mostly  hectoring.  With  tab¬ 
leau  relentlessly  following 
tableau,  there  is  little  scope  for 
Imaginative  vamping. 

The  show  is  designed  as  the 
perfect  office-party  cringe- 
binge.  where  nobody  can 
avoid  participating  and  even 
Mss  Muff  el  from  accounts 
would  feel  a  spoilsport  to 
demur. 

Sony. 

Jim  McCue 
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f  you  judge  by  the  box- 
office  takings,  and  nothing 
else,  Broadway  is  in  terrif¬ 
ic  shape.  In  a  single  recent 
week  these  amounted  to  a 
record  E8  million.  But  if  you 
inspect  the  figures  closely  you 
find  that  almost  all  the  money 
was  made  by  a  dozen  or  so 
mega-musicals,  plus  the  con¬ 
juror  David  Gopperfield.  who 
somehow  magicked  an  as¬ 
tounding  £300,000  to  the  Mar¬ 
tin  Beck  Theatre.  Moreover, 
nothing  much  has  arrived 
since  the  season’s  stan  in 
September  bar  a  couple  of 
British  imports  ( Skylight .  Tak¬ 
ing  Sides),  a  disappointing 
American  production  of  Noel 
Coward’s  Present  Laughter. 
and  a  revival  of  the  musical 
Chicago. 

Well,  at  least  Chicago  has 
qualities  seldom  found  on  the 
Great  White  Way  these  days: 
dass,  style,  wit  and  a  sophisti¬ 
cated  scepticism.  Kander  and 
Ebb’s  musical  was  upstaged 
by  A  Chorus  Line  when  it  first 
appeared  in  1975,  and  many 
critics  thought  it  offpurringly 
cynical;  but  it  still  managed  to 
run  for  898  performances. 
Now  it  may  do  even  better,  for 
recent  events  have  left  its 
sharp-eyed,  snappy -ton gued 
view  of  celebrity  justice  look¬ 
ing  a  lot  less  fanciful.  Who 
dare  claim  these  days  that 
American  juries  reach  their 
verdicts  on  the  basis  of  the 
truth  and  rushing  but  the 
truth? 

The  show  opens  with  a 
chorus  of  murderesses  lament¬ 
ing  the  fad  that,  though  they 
have  done  nothing  worse  than 
slay  husbands  who  objected  to 
their  extra-marital  liaisons, 
they  are  stuck  in  Cook  County 
jail.  But  two  of  them.  Bebe 
Neuwirih’s  Velma  and  Ann 
Reinking's  Roxie,  take  a  more 
positive  view.  Aided  by  a 
publicity-wise  lawyer  (“If  Jesus 
Christ  had  lived  in  Chicago 
and  had  $5X100.  things  would 
have  turned  out  very  different¬ 
ly").  they  use  their  notoriety  as 
a  route  to  the  jurors’  hearts 
and.  at  least  until  a  more 
sensational  killer  turns  up, 
stardom  on  the  vaudeville 
circuit. 


Tuned  into  our 
sceptical  times 

Benedict  Nightingale  enjoys  a  fine 
Broadway  revival  of  Kander  and 
Ebb's  courtroom  musical,  Chicago 


through  me.  walk  right  by  me. 
and  never  know  I’m  there".  It 
is  as  if  a  post-socialist  Brecht 
were  to  set  The  Threepenny 
Opera  in  what's  nominally  the 
1920s  but,  by  inference,  the 
1990s.  And  the  message  is 
unmissable;  the  law-and- 
order  system  is  another 
brandt  of  showbiz. 

1  left  the  Richard  Rodgers 
Theatre  feeling  it  would  make 
an  ideal  counter-Christmas 
show  for  Sam  Mendes*S 
Donmar.  and.  lo  and  behold,  I 
returned  home  to  hear  ru¬ 
mours  that  he  may  indeed 
stage  it  there  before  long. 
Certainly,  a  prime  strength  of 


Walter  Bobbie's  fine  produc¬ 
tion  is  a  simplicity  seldom  seen 
on  Broadway.  Mostly,  the 
stage  is  filled  with  a  bank  of 
musicians,  principally  brass 
players,  leaving  a  thinnish 
shelf  on  which  men  and 
women  in  all-black  stockings, 
jackets,  shorts,  bras,  whatev¬ 
er.  sway  and  swivel  in  dances 
choreographed  by  Retnking  in 
the  manner  of  the  late,  great 
Bob  Fosse.  Imagine  an  elegant 
entertainment  from  some  slick 
but  sleazy  corner  of  Hades, 
and  you  have  the  evening's 
sinister  glamour. 

If  that's  Broadway  at  its 
best.  Present  Laughter  at  the 


Walter  Kerr  shows  it  at  its 
overblown  worst.  Up  goes  a 
posh  18th-century  frontage  to 
reveal  a  living  room  to  make 
the  builders  of  Blenheim  feel 
penny-pinching.  It  is  the  home 
of  Noel  Coward’s  Garry 
Essendine.  matinee  idol  and 
egomaniac,  whose  world  is  in 
emotional  turmoil  as  he  pre¬ 
pares  to  leave  for  a  tour  in 
what  the  cast's  sometimes 
suspect  British  accents  insist 
on  rechristening  "Efricah". 

Frank  Langella.  who  plays 
him.  is  a  fine,  fonny  actor  but. 
like  others  in  the  company,  too 
often  opts  for  the  camp,  broad 
gesture  and  too  obviously 
nudges  and  tickles  the  audi¬ 
ence  and  its  armpits.  And  not 
content  with  coarsening  Cow¬ 
ard.  the  director,  the  young 
and  fashionable  Scott  Elliott, 
brings  his  sexual  subtexts 
spuriously  to  the  surface. 
Garry's  would-be  mistresses 
strip  to  their  underwear  and 
beyond,  while  the  Angry 
Young  Man  who  haunts  him 
gives  him  Ihe  full-frontal  treat¬ 
ment.  The  Master  would  have 
winced  and.  had  he  been  less 
well  bred,  thrown  up. 


B 


oth  Kander's  music  and 
Ebb’s  lyrics  are  packed 
with  cool,  mocking  fun. 
at  its  best  when  Velma  and  her 
jailer  bewail  the  death  of  nice 
manners  and  good  ethics  or 
when  Joel  Grey,  playing 
Rarie’s  weedy  husband  in 
shrimp^ized  trousers.  Meats 
out  a  number  titled  Mr  Cello- 
\ phane:  “You  can  look  right 


Pure,  Unadulterated  Pleasure' 
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THE  TIMES  WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER  18 1996 


■  VISUAL  ART 

A  new  study  of 
Michelangelo 
is  among  the 
new  art-history 
books  in  the  shops 
this  Christmas 


■  MUSIC  I 

Sir  Colin  Davis 
conducts  die  LSO 
and  Chorus  in 
aluminous 
performance  of 
the  Verdi  Requiem 


ARTS 


■  MUSIC  2 

. . .  but  Lynn 
Harrell  fails 
to  find  the 
heart  of 
Prokofiev’s 
Cello  Concerto 


■  OPERA 

On  video,  a 
chance  to  relive 
the  prime  of 
Miss  Maria 
Cailas  and  other 
great  singers  j- 


CLASSICAL  CONCERTS 

A  choral  sound 
worth  dying  for 


FROM  the  intensely  hushed 
opening  Gradual,  this  Verdi 
Requiem  belonged  to  the 
London  Symphony  Orchestra 
Chorus.  The  singers’  hoarsely 
whispered  warning  in  the 
Dies  (roe  was  chilling;  there 
was  gossamer  delicacy  before 
playful  radiance  in  the  Sanc- 
tus.  and  yearning  in  their  final 
intimate  exchange  with  the 
soprano  Georgina  Lukacs. 

It  was  they,  above  all.  who 
found  the  drama  in  what 
Bfilow  dismissed  as  "Verdi’s 
latest  opera”.  For  it  is*  and 
should  be.  dramatic.  It  is  also 
a  work  or  Christian  remem¬ 
brance:  the  conundrum  re¬ 
mains.  and  was  nowhere 
more  apparent  than  in  the 
florid  Kyrie  eteison  entries  of 
the  four  soloists,  following  an 
opening  of  such  subtlety. 

There  lingers  a  conflict  in 
the  British  view  of  the  work. 
We  may  now  embrace  its 
sensuous,  public  grandeur. 
But  our  choruses  do  not  have 
the  hard,  vibrant  sound  of 
continentals.  Add  to  this  a 
conductor  whose  vision  of  the 
work  is  genuinely  spiritual, 
and  the  concert  hall  begins  to 
seem  an  inadequate  venue  — 
until,  as  here,  the  soloists  pull 


LSO/ Davis 
Barbican 


one  back  into  the  area  of 
virtuosic  professionalism. 

Sir  Colin  Davis’s  deeply-felt 
approach  made  for  a  lumi¬ 
nous  performance.  There  were 
moments  of  true  solemnity, 
particularly  in  the  Lodiry- 
mosa.  But  at  tunes  the  work 
was  burdened  with  a  sense  of 
inertia.  His  speeds  tended  to 
be  slow,  on  and  off-stage 
trumpets  in  the  Last  Trump 
lacked  impetus. 

The  tenor  Stuart  Neil  was  in 
fine  voice,  perhaps  a  little  too 
fine  for  the  "groan,  as  one 
guilty”  required  for  the 
Ingemisco.  Gudjon  Oskarsson 
was  more  expressive,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  inspired  Mors 
stupebit.  Enkeiqda  Shkosa 
delivered  her  Liber  scriptus 
with  a  touching  directness  and 
Georgina  Lukacs  soared  ef¬ 
fortlessly,  though  they  were 
ill-matched  in  the  Agnus  Dei. 
All  four,  however,  lacked  the 
expressive  warmth  achieved 
by  the  LSO  and  Chorus. 

Helen  Wallace 


Said  with  flowers 


THE  tendency  to  award  a 
bouquet  without  discrimina¬ 
tion  to  every  soloist,  woman  or 
man,  produces  interesting  re¬ 
actions.  The  women  cany  it 
off  gracefully.  Most  men,  on 
the  other  hand,  would  appar¬ 
ently  do  anything  rattier  than 
be  seen  holding  flowers  as 
they  leave  the  stage. 

After  his  performance  of 
Prokofiev’s  Sinfonia 
Concertante  in  Bridgewater 
Hall,  Lynn  Harrell  threw  his 
bouquet  high  in  the  air  behind 
him. -where  it  landed  among 
the  back  desks  of  the  violas.  It 
was  an  apt  gesture.  Remem¬ 
bering  his  wonderful  account 
of  the  Dvorak  Celio  Concerto  a 
couple  of.,  years  ago,  the 
Manchester  audience  had  ev¬ 
ery  reason  to  hope  that  he 
would  give  Prokofiev  an  inter¬ 
pretation  that  would  present  it 
in  the  best  light.  Unfortunate¬ 
ly,  he  threw  it  away. 

The  first  movement  is  par¬ 
ticularly  in  need  of  a  soloist 
with  the  authority  and  the 
variety  in  colour  to 
characterise  it  rather  than 
merely  play  through  it 
Harrell  performed  some  pro¬ 
digious  technical  feats.  But.  in 
spire  of  a  more  purposeful 


Halle/ Nagano 
Manchester 


projection  in  the  second  and 
third  movements  and  a  happy 
relationship  with  Kent 
Nagano  and  the  Haifa  Or¬ 
chestra.  he  shed  little  light  on 
the  structural  shapes  and  on 
expressive  intentions. 

The  other  main  item  in  this 
concert  designed  in  pan  to 
celebrate  the  centenary  of 
Salford  University,  was 
Tchaikovsky’s  Fourth  Sym¬ 
phony.  Well,  there  is  a  celebra¬ 
tory  element  in  the  Symphony 
in  F  minor  but  it  is  usually 
reserved  for  the  last  move¬ 
ment  If  the  opening  fanfare 
sounds  more  like  an  introduc¬ 
tion  to  sane  kind  of  pageant 
than  a  fate-laden  heart-stop¬ 
per.  there  is  no  story. 

The  Halle  compensated 
with  some  lovely  playing  in 
the  Andantino  and  the  con¬ 
ductor  secured  a  h caddy  pro¬ 
pulsive  performance  of  the  last 
movement.  But  after  that 
start  it  had  little  real 
meaning. 

Gerald  Larner 
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Treasure 


tree 


Richard  Cork 

reviews  some  of 
the  sumptuous 
visual  art  books 
in  the  shops 
this  Christmas 


The  more  we  discover  about 
the  astonishing  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  the  Renaissance 
era,  tire  more  difficult  it 
becomes  to  encompass  them  in  a 
single  book.  But  The  Panorama  of 
the  Renaissance  (Thames  &  Hud¬ 
son,  £29.95)  opens  up  the  rich 
diversity  of  the  period.  This  sumptu¬ 
ously  illustrated  survey  moves  deftly 
between  diverse  themes,  dealing  with 
Banking  and  Eroticism.  Fashion  and 
Religion,  Philosophy  and  Women 
alongside  more  familiar  subjects. 

Individual  Renaissance  artists  ben¬ 
efit  from  dose  exploration  as  welL 
Benozzo  Gozzoli  has  long  been 
celebrated  for  his  magical  frescoes  in 
the  Palazzo  Media  in  Florence.  But 
the  whole  of  his  60-year  career  is  now 
examined  with  the  care  it  deserves. 
Diane  dole  AhlS  scholarly  and 
superbly  illustrated  book  (Yale.  £45) 
is  die  definitive  account,  and  indudes 
a  complete  catalogue  raisonne. 

By  now,  Michelangelo  might  seem 
to  have  beat  exhaustively  explored. 
But  Paul  Joannides  has  mined  a  new 
seam  in  Michelangelo  and  his 
Influence  (Lund  Humphries.  £45). 
Taking  as  his  focus  the  excellent 
collection  of  the  master's  drawings  at 
Windsor  Castle.  Joannides  widens  ft 
out  to  indude  all  the  drawings  in  the 
same  collection  by  other  artists 
indebted  to  Michelangelo^  protean 
achievements.  . 

Georges  de  La  Tour’s  fame  is  a 
20th-century  phenomenon.  Before 
1934,  when  a  pioneering  exhibition 
was  held  in  Paris,  he  was  unknown  to 
the  public.  Since  then,  he  has  become 
one  of  the  most  popular  of  all  17th- 
century  painters.  In  Georges  de  La 
Tour  and  his  World  (Yale.  £30) 
Philip  Conisbee  and  other  scholars 
survey  everything  from  his  candlelit 
religious  scenes  to  the  sometimes 
surprising  violence  of  his  secular 
pictures. 

Of  ail  the  artists  who  flourished  in 
17th-century  Holland.  Jan  Steen  was 
the  most  boisterous.  Riotous  drink¬ 
ing  occurs  in  many  of  his  works,  and 
his  own  grinning  presence  In  some 
scenes  proves  how  much  he  enjoyed 
himself.  But  he  was  also  a  consum¬ 
mate  painter,  and  Jan  Steen:  Painter 
and  Storyteller  (Yale,  £35)  does  full 
justice  to  his  remarkable  abilities. 

Straddling  the  neoclassical  and 
romantic  eras,  Pierre-Paul 
Prud*bofl  established  his  reputation 
with  large  mythological  paintings. 
But  he  drew  exquisitely  in  chalk  as 
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Featuring  members  of  the  Medici  family,  Botticelli’s  Adoration  of  the  Magi  (c  1475),  is  a  highlight  of  The  Panorama  of  the  Renaissance 


well,  and  these  studies  are  the  subject 
of  a  seductive  book  by  John 
Elderfield  (Abrams,  £55).  The  sensu¬ 
ous  female  nudes  are  the  most 
celebrated,  but  many  of  these  out¬ 
standing  drawings  have  never  been 
published  before. 

Honore  Daumier’s  reputation  has 
undergone  an  even  more  dramatic 
revision.  Renowned  in  his  own  day  as 
“a  savagely  effective  cartoonist  he  is 
now  more  admired  for  his  small  body 
of  freely  handled  paintings.  Bruce 
Laughton’s  lively  new  hoc*  (Yale, 
£45)  looks  at  the  totality  of  Daumier's 
complex  achievemenL 

Premia  E.  Wissman’s  Bongncreau 
(Pomegranate.  £22.95)  shows  just 
how  removed  Daumier's  paintings 
were  from  official  French  taste  of  the 
period.  Bouguereau  was  a  darling  of 
the  Salem,  and  the  Impressionists 
despised  his  enormous  commercial 
success. 

Van  Gogh’s  failure  to  sell  work 


mortified  him,  but  now  the  Amster¬ 
dam  Museum  dedicated  to  his  work 
has  produced  the  first  of  an  eight- 
volume  catalogue  devoted  to  his 
drawings  alone.  Sjraar  van  Heu ten’s 
exemplary  survey  (Lund  Humphries. 
£50)  looks  at  the  early  1880s,  when 
Van  Gogh’s  social  conscience  led  him 
to  make  powerful  studies  of  working 
men  and  women. 


As  for  the  other  Impression¬ 
ists,  they  appear  alongside 
Van  Gogh  in  Patty  Lurie's 
delightful  Guide  to  Zmprcs- 
skmist  Paris  (Ulburne  Press,  £14.95). 
Lurie  has  done  her  best  to  pin  down 
exactly  when  Monet,  Degas  and  their 
friends  painted  images  of  the  city. 
Each  work  is  reproduced  alongside  a 
photograph  of  the  same  scene  today. 

Innovatory  architecture  from  the 
Crystal  Palace  to  John  Pawson’s 
minimalist  London  house  of  the 
1990s  is  surveyed  in  Richard 


Weston's  concise  Modernism 
(Phaidon.  £45).  Le  Corbusier  domi¬ 
nates  mudt  of  the  discussion,  but 
Weston  ensures  that  architectural 
experiments  by  artists  such  as 
Malevich  are,  discussed  as  well. 
Malevich  himself  is  the  subject  of  ah 
intriguing  re-examination  by  John 
Milner  (Yale,  £40).  Long  venerated  as 
a  pioneer  of  abstract  painting, 
Malevich  is  here  revealed  as  a  man  in 
thrall  to  mathematical  theory. 

The  inescapable  Picasso  is  repre¬ 
sented  by  two  bodes  on  unfamiliar 
aspects  of  his  work.  Susan  Grace 
Galassi's  penetrating  study  of  Picas¬ 
so’s  Variations  on  the  Masters 
(Abrams.  £30)  shows  just  how  much 
this  arch-revolutionary  was  con¬ 
scious  of  tradition.  Picasso’s  rival- 
rous  fascination  with  .  Manet. 
Delacroix  and  above  all  Vefazquez  is 
charted  here  in  absorbing  detail, 
while  Jonathan  Brown  has  edited  an 
equally  stimulating  book  placing 


Picasso  squarely  within  the  Spanish 
tradition  alone  (Yale,  £30). 

Two  major  British  artists  are  also 
explored  in  new  ways.  Ann  Gairould 
has  ably  edited  the  first  volume  of 
Henry  Moore:  Complete  Drawings 
(Land  Humphries,  £75).  Talcing  the 
period  1916-29,  she  shows  how  rapid¬ 
ly  Moore's  draughtsmanship  flow¬ 
ered  as  he  moved  from  obscurity  to 
acclaim.  As  for  Fronds  Bacon,  his 
obsessive  interest  in  portraiture  is 
celebrated  by  Milan  Kundera  in  a 
powerfully  illustrated  study  (Thames 
&  Hudson.  £45). 

Finally,  the  extraordinary  strength 
and  vitality  of  contemporary  British 
art  is  reflected  in  two  welcome  books 
by  Germane  CdanL  H is  introduc¬ 
tory  essays  on  Tony  Cragg  and 
Aflish  Kapoor  (Thames  &  Hudson, 
£38  and  £29.95  respectively)  look  at 
two  outstanding  sculptors,  splendid¬ 
ly  illustrated  with  key  examples  of  the 
work  that  has  brought  them  renown. 


Thrilling  across  the  decades 


■  THE  ART  OF  SINGING: 
Golden  Voices  of  (he  Century 
Warner 0630-15898-3 

A  TREASURE  chest  of  film 
dips,  most  of  them  rare, 
featuring  many  of  the  finest 
opera  singers  of  the  century. 
Mien  the  talkies  arrived,  ten¬ 
ors  such  as  Schipa  and 
Martindli  were  wheeled  into 
the  studios  and  dressed  in 
costume  while  the  cameras 
rolled  for  one-reelers.  Then 
Hollywood  took  over.  Rosa 
FonseUe  is  seen  auditioning 
for  a  screen  Carmen  that 
never  happened.  Pity.  But 
Lawrence  Tibbett  and  Lauritz 
Melchior  had  spots  in  now 
forgotten  films:  the  former 
sang  the  Toreador  Song  in 
Metropolitan  and  the  latter 
Winterstdrme  in  Luxury  Uner. 

After  that  came  television, 
with  programmes  putting  on 
the  stars  of  the  Met  in  celebrity 
spats.  So  we  have  Bjorling  and 
Tebaldi  in  the  dose  of  Boheme 
Act  I  and  Leontyne  Price,  at 
her  peak,  singing  O  patria 
mia.  Even  the  talking  heads, 
led  by  Thomas  Hampson  and 
Magda  Olivero.  have  words  of 
wisdom.  Essential  viewing. 

■  BERG 
Lulu 

Schafer/Hames/Kuebler/ 
Baiiey/Scbdne/  LPO/  Davis 
Warner  0630 15533-3 
(subtitled) 

GRAHAM  VICK’S  Gfynde- 
boume  production  this  sum¬ 
mer  was  a  little  short  of  his 
excellent  best  Part  of  the 
blame  has  to  be  placed  at  the 
foot  of  his  designer.  Paul 
Brown,  who  normally  serves 
him  well.  The  over-dean  brick 
wall  of  the  set  did  little  to 
summon  up  the  exceed  frig  ly 
dirty  world  of  Wedekind's 
play  and  Berg’s  opera. 

Christine  Schafer  in  the  title 
role  did  her  very  best  to 
overcome  this  with  her  expres¬ 
sion  of  knowing  innocence, 
half  schoolgirl  and  half  slut. 


OPERA  ON  VIDEO:  From  the 
giants  of  the  past  to  the  new 
productions  theyTe  all  talking  about 
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Rare  treat:  Maria  Cailas  in  La  traviala  (1958),  just  at  the 
time  that  her  voice  was  reaching  the  peak  of  its  power 


Her  soprano  had  no  difficulty 
with  the  exceptional  demands 
of  this  rule  and  alongside  her 
were  some  telling  perfor¬ 
mances.  led  by  Norman  Bai¬ 
leys  smelly  Schigolch  and 
Wolfgang  Schone  as  husband 
number  two. 

Humphrey  Burton,  an  old 
hand  at  Glyndebourae.  films 
with  admirable  darity  and  the 
playing  of  the  LPO  under 


Andrew  Davis  is  beyond 
reproach. 

■  MARIA  CAL1AS  IN 
CONCERT:  Hamburg  1959 
and  1962 

EMI724349T71T38 
THERE  is  sadly  tittle  of  Cailas 
on  film.  A  dimly  shot  extract  of 
her  Lisbon  Tranata  is  one  of 
the  few  disappointments  in 
The  Art  of  Singing.  These  two 


recitals,  filmed  by  German 
television,  help  a  little,  al¬ 
though  an  both  occasions  she 
restricted  herself  to  a  mere 
handful  of  arias,  albeit  de¬ 
manding  ones.  In  1959  she 
was  not  too  far  short  of  her  full 
powers,  at  least  in  Vendk 
Elisabeth’s  Tu  die  la  vanitd 
from  Don  Carlo  and  Lady 
Macbeth's  letter  scene. 

Three  years  later  the  voice 
was  in  steep  decline  and  not 
much  of  the  career  was  left 
Cailas  was  tinkering  with  the 
mezzo  repertory:  Elisabeth 
had  been  switched  to  Eboli’s 
O  don  fatale.  The  results  were 
not  always  happy.  But  the 
presence  remained,  impas¬ 
sioned  and  totally  dedicated. 

■  VERDI 
Don  Carlos 
MattiJa/Meier/AIagna/ 
Hampson /Van  Dam/ 
Orchestra  de  Ptiris/Pappano 
Warner 0630 16318-3 
(subtitled) 

LUC  BONDYS  production, 
in  its  original  version  at  the 
Charelet  in  Paris  last  spring, 
success fuly  transfers  to  the 
small  screen.  The  filming  is  a 
bit  dark  in  places,  but  close- 
ups  ensure  that  die  perfor¬ 
mances  are  given  full  effect 

Bendy  turned  his  singers  — 
and,  with  the  exception  of 
Waltraud  Meier's  Eboli,  they 
could  scarcely  have  been  bet¬ 
tered  —  into  class  actors  able 
to  play  in  ensemble.  Roberto 
Alagna's  Carlos,  an  innocent 
lost  in  a  complex  world,  and 
Thomas  Hampson*  zealot  of 
a  Rodrigo  are  marvellously 
balanced,  their  relationship 
during  the  death  scene  being 
more  than  mere  friendship. 
Jose  van  Dam  and  Kaiita 
Mattila  are  .  Philip  and 
Elisabeth,  the  royal  exiles 
from  afl  human  warmth,  and 
Antonio  Pappano  is  the  out¬ 
standing  conductor. 

John  Higgins 


GREAT  BRITISH  HOPES 


Rising  stars  in  the  arts  firmament 

SAM  ELLIOTT  _ 

Age  18 

Talent:  Elliott  is  an  out¬ 
standing  tuba  player.  He 
reached  die  brass  final  of  the 
BBC  Young  Musician  of  the 
Year  Competition  in  1994 
and  again  this  year,  playing 
an  avant-garde  sonata  by 
Leonard  Sa Izeda  He  is  one 
of  only  three  tuba  students  at 
the  Royal  Academy  of 
Musk. 

Why  the  tabs?  Fate  took  a 
hand  at  Elphinstorte  Junior 
School  Hastings.  “At  the 
age  of  ten.  I  wanted  to 
change  from  tenor  horn  to 
euphonium,  which  I’d  seen 
another  boy  playing.  But  I 
thought  the  euphonium  was 
called  a  tuba  and  mistakenly  asked  for  tuba  lessons.  It  was 
pure  fluke.” 

Teething  troubles:  “The  first  tuba  1  learnt  on  was  so  old  the 
mouth  pipe  was  held  together  with  Seitotape.  Initially,  the 
sheer  size  of  the  instrument  was  also  a  problem.” 

Breakthrough:  After  winning  a  government  scholarship  to 
Wells  Cathedral  School  he  came  under  the  tuition  of 
trombonist  Alan  Hun.  "He  is  a  brilliant  teacher,  who  did 
wonders  for  my  playing.  It  just  boomed.”  At  14,  Elliott  made 
his  debut  as  a  soloist,  in  Oxford,  and  from  16  was  certain  that 
he  wanted  a  musical  career. 

Stereotyping:"!  really  dislike  the  mocking  image  of  the  tuba 
as  an  instrument  that  only  produces  a  comical  noise.  1  would 
compare  ft  to  the  French  horn:  the  sound  wont  hit  you 
between  the  eyes,  but  ft  can  have  a  lovely,  lyrical  quality.” 

Sound  barrier  Apart  from  well-known  concertos  by 
Vaughan  Williams  and  Edward  Gregson  (Elliott  is  playing 
the  latter  at  the  Marlowe  Theatre.  Canterbury,  on  January 
18),  the  tuba  repertoire  is  so  small  that  his  chances  of  making 
ahving  purely  as  a  soloist  are  virtually  non-existent-  “I’ve 
been  seeking  out  all  the  composers  who  teach  at  the 
Arado-ny.  and  saying  to  them:  ‘ Piease  write  something  for  the 

SatisfiKtioii:  “1  get  an  absolutely  wonderful  fading  al  die  end 
of  a  concert  when  I  know  I’ve  made  an  audience  enjoy  and 
appreciate  the  tuba.  That’s  when  the  hard  work  really  means 
sameahmg,”  .  . 

Daniel  Rosenthal 
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The  Pretenders* 
excursion  to 
church  can 
only  be  counted 
as  a  modified 
blessing 


■  JAZZ 

The  life  and 
music  of  Billie 
Holiday  are 
recalled,  perhaps 
too  sweetly,  in  Lady 
Sings  the  Blues 


THE! 


iTIMES 


ARTS 


■  CHOICE  1 

William  Christie 
brings  Rameau's 
Les  F&es  tTHebe 
to  London 

VENUE:  Tonight  at 
the  Barbican 


■  CHOICE  2 

Bristol's  American 
season  opens  with 
Arthur  Miller’s 
The  Last  Yankee 

VENUE:  First  night 
tonight  at  the  Old  Vic 


POP  AND  JAZZ:  Chrissie  Hynde  fails  to  convince;  Tracey’s  birthday;  remembering  Lady  Day 

Pretender, 

or  faking? 


The  Pretenders 
Union  Chapel,  N1 


The  year  has  started 
late  for  the  Pretend¬ 
ers.  Chrissie  Hyncte 
reconvened  her  dura¬ 
ble  band  of  rockers  at  die  end 
of  last  week  in  two  fundraisers 
for  Capital  Radio's  Share  a 
Capital  Christmas  appeal. 

They  were  the  group's  first 
concerts  of  1996,  ending  a 
A  year-long  hibernation  after 
,  their  live  album.  Isle  of  View. 

The  shows 
repeated  the 
recipe  used  for 
that  record, 
augmenting 
the  group  with 
the  Duke  Quartet,  who  again 
added  strings  to  rearranged, 
acoustically  inclined  selections 
from  the  Pretenders’  song- 
book.  And,  on  the  face  of  it, 
what  belter  setting  for  such  a 
seasonal  gathering  than  this 
hallowed  Islington  location, 
especially  as  it  is  just  down  the 
road  from  the  Angel? 

Yet  previous  visits  to  Union 
Chapel  have  shown  it  to  be  a 
sympathetic  venue  in  theory 
only.  Chrissie  &  Co  looked  a 
picture,  decorously  arranged 
around  the  pulpit  with  acous¬ 
tic  guitars  and  violins  to  die 
fore.  But  the  sound  from  this 
“stage"  always  seems  to  echo 
away  coldly  towards  the  stee¬ 
ple.  while  die  audience  sits  on 

Free  score 
*  years  and  ten 

Stan  Tracey 
Queen  Elizabeth  Hall 


IN  1973,  die  Park  Lane  Group  present¬ 
ed  the  first  jazz  concert  al  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  Hall,  featuring  Stan  Tracey, 
so  it  was  fitting  that  the  same 
organisation  should  present  the  same 
musician  at  the  same  venue  in  a  special 
concert  to  mark  his  seventieth  birth¬ 
day.  Such  occasions  can  aft  too  easily 
turn  into  schmaltzy  schlock;  fortunate¬ 
ly,  Tracey  is  incapable  of  producing 
anything  but  the  hard-edged,  inventive 
jazz  he  has  been  composing  and 
playing  since  1944. 

Like  the  senior  of  his  two  main 
influences.  Duke  Ellington  (the  other 
being  Thelonious  Monk).  Traxsy  the 
composer  also  “plays"  his  various 
bands,  from  duos  and  trios  right  up  to 
15-piece  orchestras.  The  concert  show¬ 
cased  these  various  bands  in  logical 
sequence,  beginning  with  Tracey  plus 
rhythm  section  (drummer  sot  Clark 
and  bassist  Andy  deyndert),  and 
culminating  in  a  rousing  selection 


the  pews  with  Jack  Frost 
nipping  at  the  extremities. 

The  band's  rewriting  of  its 
bade  pages  in  this  recital 
setting  was  only  partially  suc¬ 
cessful.  Some  of  the  Pretend¬ 
ers’  loud  and  proud  rock 
landmarks  simply  will  not 
politely  allow  their  gutsy  elec¬ 
tric  guitar  parts  to  be  trans¬ 
planted  with  sedate  strings.  In 
her  mid-forties,  Hynde  re¬ 
mains  the  epit¬ 
ome  of  mature 
rode  rebellion, 
and  an  awk¬ 
ward  focal 
point  for  such, 
demure  endeavours.  Back  oh 
the  Chain  Gang  and  Brass  in 
Pocket  were  among  those  that 
just  did  not  want  to  sit  still  for. 
thefr  wash  and  brush  up. 

But  there  has  always  been  a 
sentimental  heart  beneath 
Hynde's  nock  It’  roll  swagger 
and  the  lights  on  the  tree  rally 
shone  on  the  more  romantic 
pieces  such  as  Kid,  the  season¬ 
al  2000  Miles  and  a  welcome 
revival  of  Birds  of  Paradise 
from  the  1981  Pretenders  II 
album.  Chrissie  then  sent  us 
on  our  way  with  a  rendition  of 
Have  Yourself  A  Merry  Little 
Christmas:  even  mare  of  a 
softy  than  we  thought  ’ 


PAUL  SEXTON  Big  softy:  time  seems  to  have  mellowed  Chrissie  Hynde,  but  eviscerated  her  music 


from  The  Genesis  Suite  with  full 
orchestra. 

The  opening  trio  selection  was  an 
original  blues,  Panama  Red,  a  typical¬ 
ly  quirky,  percussive  Tracey  tune  that 
enabled  him'  to  '  get  into  his  stride 
immediately  with  bis  familiar  chunky 
soloing  st$e.  In  both  this  and  the 
following  quartet  pieces,  which  initial¬ 
ly  featured  trumpeter  Gerard 
Presencer  and  tenor  player  Bobby 
Wellins,  Tracey  confirmed  his  reput¬ 
ation  as  a  world-class  improviser, 
cutting  unpredictable  paths  through 
the  tunes’ changes  which  turned  out  to 
be  by  far Jhe  most  scenic  routes. 

..  The  octet  and  septet  segments  of  the 
evening  inevitably  shifted  the  spotlight 
to  Tracey  the  composer,  but  the 
playing  of  regular  collaborators  such 
as  saxophonists  Don  Weller  and  Peter 
King  as  wdl  as  the  younger  generation 
(represented  by  saxophonists  Andy 
Panayi.  Momington  Lockett  and  Ju¬ 
lian  Argudles)  ensured  that  no  mo¬ 
mentum  was  lost. 

In  the  COTChiding  big-band  section, 
youthful  prowess  was  heavily  and 
tellingly  featured,  ending  the  concert 
with  not  only  an  overt  tribute  to 
Tracey’s  peerless  compositional  skills, 
but  also  an  implied  one  to  his  influence 
on  the  entire  British  jazz  scene. 

Chris  Parker 


Home  for 
the  Holiday 

Lady  Sings  the  Bines 
Birmingham 


PRESENTING  a  show  built  around 
the  songs  of  Billie  Holiday  is  a 
daunting  prospect  for  any  singer,  but 
Val-  Wiseman  has  successfully  toured 
her  package  for  almost  nine  years. 
During  that  time  there  have  been 
slight  changes  to  the  band  and  the 
routines,  and  her  appearance  an  home 
turf  at  Ronnie  Scott's  marked  just  such 
a  moment  of  renewal  Several  new 
songs  have  been  added,  many  rescued 
from  Holiday's  lesser-known  record¬ 
ings  and  Alan  Barnes  has  recently 
joined  the  backing  band  on  tenor  sax 
and  clarinet. 

Compered  and  led  by  the  unflappa¬ 
ble  Digby  Fairweather  on  cornet  the 
show  offers  a  relaxed  tour  through 
Holiday’s  career,  even  if  it  is  long  on 
sentiment  and  short  on  heartache.  Few 
singers  can  encapsulate  the  pain  and 
anguish  of  Holiday's  last  years,  but 
Wiseman  was  nevertheless  at  her  best 
when  tackling  the  measured  ballads  of 


the  1950s,  notably  You  Are  Mine  and 
Laver  Man,  with  Barnes  taking  the 
tenor  solo. 

In  these  songs,  the  lyrics  gave 
Wiseman  the  chance  to  extract  more 
meaning  —  after  ali  plenty  of  Holi¬ 
day's  1930s  discs  were  unmemorable 
frothy  songs  save  for  the  edge  in  her 
voice  and  the  stellar  accompanists 
Teddy  Wilson  recruited  to  bade  her. 
Wiseman’s  band  is,  in  British  terms, 
every  bit  as  stellar  as  many  of  Wilson's 
tittle  groups,  but  it,  tike  Wiseman, 
fared  better  on  the  1950s  material. 

The  1930s  songs  raised  the  question 
of  authenticity.  Just  how  dosely  should 
such  a  show  emulate  the  style  of  the 
period?  Each  member  of  the  band 
solved  the  problem  differently  and  the 
most  satisfying  solo  playing  came  from 
trombonist  Roy  Williams,  confident 
enough  to  be  himself  in  all  surround¬ 
ings  and-tuming  in  a  succession  of  ever 
more  accomplished  vignettes.  His 
unaccompanied  choruses  and  duos 
with  guitarist  Jim  Douglas  were  as 
brilliant  as  in  both  men’s  heyday  with 
Alex  Welsh  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 

It  was  a  shame  that  Barnes  was  not 
allowed  the  occasional  outing  on  aJto, 
and  Williams  and  Douglas  apart  on 
the  older  material,  the  others  seemed 
reluctant  to  be  themselves. 

Alyn  Shipton 


LONDON 

A  CHRISTMAS  CAROL1  Retaitl 
BimjBn  as.  BLwxacr  Soaoge  n  the 
Lytic  Theatre,  Hammcnanrfh'rs. 

ptoouaum  oi  Men  Banian  a  vivid 

3!ar\  o'  Deters':.  seasonal  tote 
V.fch  Angela  Ctertun  Saptve  Duwsi. 
Ptr/firfa  harcoci.  and  Date  Fteptey 
Lyric  King  Street.  London  W6  [0181- 
741 2311]  Opens  iwwgttf.  7pm  Then 
7  3>prr  meet  ewaungs  imM  Dec  36. 
when  Man-Sat  (ercept  Jen  T).  7  30pm 
f£rf  -flats  contact  die  bca 

Gtrcc 

LES  AHTC  FLORTSSANTTS-  Wlkam 
Orcbe  ctrtoues  aw  Pats-baseO 
ersesflUe  n  a  rate  consul 
pertmancs  ol  Rarreau's  elegant 
opera-ballet.  Les  Foies  cfHtbo.  as  pan 
of  the  Bartwan'E  International  Chamber 
Omasa  Senes 

Barbican  S*  Street.  ECS  (0171-638 
ofiSlj  TangW.  7  30pm  g 

THE  WHITE  DEVIL  Gale  Edwards's 
tfnfitagiy  erotc  and  woterr  produacn  cj 
IWetftar.  i®  bom  Sti  ariord,  umh  Jane 
Gumcb,  Ray  Feanri.  ftchanl  McCabe 
and  good  performances  rtfyx  along  the 
Inc 

Ptt,  Barfakan.  EC2  [D1B1 -638  8891) 
Picvras  begn  tcrjgw.  7  15pm.  Then 
.  iou  dhow- SSL  7  15pm  Opens  January 
7.  7pm  In  rep 

ELSEWHERE 

ALDEBURGH.  The  AHeburgh  Cnema 
presents  a  unque  coflccson  of  nativity 


TODAY'S  CHOICE 


AdaUyguKfctoftrta 

and  entertainment 
compilad  by  GIDfan  Many 


scenes  from  mote  m^.-.  20  cosny.o. 
and  tradncns  cott-rc^  ay 
pumaJtst  and  trow^n?:  Libs,  Plt«, 
over  the  past  15  years  ah  pr «.».<«*  in 
Save  the  OuVitn  Feng 
AWabudBh  Onama  Grifery.  H-yi 
Sews  [01723  T«te;.Fn.  iftrrv- 

3pm.  Sat  ^nd  Sun  t>'j<9n-£;-n  Ur? ‘ 
December  22 

BRISTOL  Fnr  Gre  ji  -vnc-T-car1 
Dream  \  a  sflon  sei; y.  c!  pays  3rd 
play  ree  dings  t  lunxnng  nr.L<rsa:m 
America.  Degra  tciLh  Arthur  Mar  :  Tha 
Lari  Yankee  Oaeatcb,  lir 
Old  Vic.  King  Sduei  i‘j1*7.t£7  7677; 
Opens  tonghl .  7  20pm  Ther.  f £cn  AuC. 
7  30pm;  Thure-sa.  Bpn-  math  Thm: 
and  Sat.  2  3Dpm  Ho  pwls  Doc  24  ans 
25  UntS  January  la 

KDOERMBISTER  Caryl  Crurtrs'i's 
historical  ptoy  about  tr*  fci;s*sr;ct 
Cromwell I  s  day  Light  Shinfrrp  In 
BudMntfh— Wm.  Kvrlinui-:  onts 

thifje-fnsrth  |oumev  i^l-.o nai 

Thoatro  MoMe  7o or  Cx rec-eo  cv  Mai* 
Wing-Davoy 

Rosa.  Chester  Road  f  torsi  101  ££2 
743745)  Tonight  jnd  tokens#. 


7  Vvr,  Men  m  London.  KaWM# 
.CKWi-i  (5171-9Kifi<?).Jan  J-11 

SOUTHAMPTON  Tne  Bournemouth 
Symphony  Orchestra  under  the 

Fla.-,  GoMr.iT..  perrsrrr.z. a 
Z£'jparrir£!  ot  I*-,  and  CniisJ*».K  rr 
Guildhall  CnieOmihMOtTK 
62£C£rt  1  Tprjqm.  7  *pm 

STRATFORD  Aa-jn  I;uu  -u&C£. 
Jtsanna  Peace  ana  Posen  G  arniK-r 
5'J  "-f  q!  so  tt.  jeh,  in  LUIeEyoK.ir.c- 
«!»«•  c'  isccn's  isle  to  r w,y  is 

SjSttt-WS 

Swan  //a-er*!r.-  >pi789  25M23i 
C'peisicr  .nris.  7i*r.  m  icn  rrtr.  Hum, 

•  W  S> 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

British  LBwary  Galleries  Di:s»;,'<i 
E".-srtundcn  <0171-223  7i1ij 
Design  Museum  Corea-.  Founcas-c?' 
Collection  Tfw  Coon  Scry  Ga  'Qi  7t  '.7f- 
GCSSi  Hayward  Beyond  ftc.tsa-., 

Art  an c  Piyu-' out  Via tns  liorr.  it-.- 
Pl-fjhsn  CcJfert.w.  0171-928  3I«j 
Ltsaon  Rodney  Gr-Jian  i.0l7»-  72« 
27251  The  London  Instttuta  Top 
Maks  Design  <3171-514  «303, 

Notkxia)  Portrait  j.snn  r  ou 
Pnc  ro^s/nc  Port  rat  te 1 1996  19171- 
306  005.51  Redfeni  Levi 
UndenuooJ  arrt  tit,  Pupnis.  I*a:>n 
Sacressy  i017i-7%l  1792i  Royal 
Academy  AmotiD  Gtacoinem  isoi- 
JSCS  • 0171-429  742Si  V*A 

Amoricari  pnciiagraptiy  1890-1985 
,0T7:-92££5M| 


CART  A&cn  Finney.  TamCourur^y 
and  Ken  Esott  it  an  racepnonaBy 
rlEiesbnQ  dtarm  -sboui  tnendstiip. 
unspofcen  resentmant  and  an  almost  aD- 
nhiecarras  Matthew  Warchus  chECts 
Wyudtiaa'e  Chamg  Crass  Rd,  WC2 
[0171-369 1796)  Tue-Sat.  8pm:  mals 
Wed.  3pm.  Sat  and  Sot.  5pm. 

□  BEAUTY ANDTHE  BEAST.  The 
Christmas  shows  at  the  theatre  are 
among  the  very  best  in  die  country. 
Laurence  Boanefl  dsects  tin  year's,  wth 
maneninu  and  afl  omata  staffing  the 
Beast's  palace 

Young  Vie,  The  Cut.  EE1 10171-928 
6363)  Marcus  times.  ID  30am,  1  30pm. 
230pm.  7pm  UrtH  February  1. 

S3  BY  JEEVES.  Defcghftj  musical 
creation  by  Alan  AycMMum  and  Andrew 
Lloyd  Webber,  based  an  the 
Wbdehouse  heroes,  now  revised 
Lyric.  SludlMibuy  Avenue,  W1  (0171- 
494  5045).  Mon- Set,  7.45pm.  mats  Wed 
and  Sal.  3pm 

□  CASH  ON  DELIVERY  Bradey 
Walsh  n  La  cical  pane  about  benefit 
tmud.  wnoen  by  Michael  Cooney  and 
cbeaed  by  h*  dad.  Ray 
WNtahuR.  WhoehaD,  SW1  (0171-369 
1735)  Mon-Fa  8pm:  Sat.  5  30pm  and 
830pm.  ma  Wed.  3pm 

□  THE  CHERRY  ORCHARD: 
Tnsnerriaus  RSC  cast,  headed  by 
Penelope  WBrai.  Alec  McCowen  and 
David  TrougMon.  In  a  production  by 
Adnan  Nabte  considered  the  best  n 
iwcg  memory 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Juramy 
of  theatre 


in  London 


■  House  tut,  returns  only 
D  Some  seats  avaitabla 
□  SeU  el  all  prtoss 


AAary.  Si  Martin's  Lane  WC2IC171- 
369 1730)  Mon-Sal .  7  30pm  male  We-1 
andSaL3pm. 

DOCK  DAREDEVIL  Acmt>  Hemal 
1944  rarfio  comes  10  file  m  the  London  ot 
doodle-bugs  and  plvbugs  (Surreal 
fantasy,  set  m  wartime  Rtzioina 
Drill  HaB.  Chenea  Sreei  WC1 10171- 
6378270).  Tue-Sun.  730pm 

□  JOW  GABRIEL  BORKBIAN  Paul 
Scotald.  Vanessa  Redgrave.  EJeen 
AUdns  and  Mchaei  Bryani.  tfceoed  by 
Richard  Eyre  A  mighty  cast  for  Ibsen  s 
pent! Iterate  play,  concerned  v.ilh  guifl. 
remorse  and  raamdetan 
National  (LytteBoni.  South  Bar*.  SE1 
pi 71-028 2252).  Fnal  performances 
lontgh-SM.  7  30pm.  mat  Sal  2  15pm 
In  rep.  £| 

□  NINE;  The  Arthur  K.oprVMaury 
Teston  musical  based  on  FehnFs  fl=. 
Larry  Lamb  plays  the  gi eat  dvector. 
among  the  unmen  who  bewider  hart  are 
Clare  Bui.  Eleanor  David.  Ha  Jones. 
Sara  Kesteiman  and  DJys  Uye 


.  Earthar-.  SlrMi. 
XC2  P:?:--|69  173£|  Mon-Sal 
730pm,  mats  Wsd  arid  Sat  2pm 

Q  THE  OFFICIAL  TRIBUTE  TO  TTS 
SLUGS  BROTHERS  Ar^rhcr  Vires!  End 
snmwng  tor  ire  cult  senglest  by  gur^.  m 
C4aO  glasses  Dakdlelano  erects 
Apotte.  Sha&Kburr  Ave.  Wl  t0i7t- 
434  5070)  Mon-Triurs.  8pm.  Fr.  and  Cil. 
6pm  and  9pm 

□  PLUNDER  Gnti  Rhys  J ones  and 
hevm  McNalty  tn  merry,  ihougn  tantory 
snobbish.  Ben  Travers  tarce  K^vm 
Mcttelty  and  Sara  Crowo  aha  n  me 
cast.  Peter  James  direcis 

Savoy.  Strand.  WC2  (OT7T-636  68661 
Mon-Sat.  7  30pm:  mats  Thurs.  »rd  Sar. 
230pm 

LONG  RUNNERS 

□  Blood  Brothers.  Phoero  (0171-369 

1733j .  □  The  Complete  Worite  of 

wnnamShekeepeere  (Abridged)- 
Criterion  (0171-3691737)  □  Don't 

Dree*  for  Dinner  Duchess  (0171 .494 
5070)  n  Grow  Cambridge  10171- 
494  5060)  □Joteon- Victoria 
Palace  10171-8341317)  ..  BUtae 
Saigon:  Drury  Lane  (01 71-494  5400| 

□  StvflgM  Express.  Apollo  Victoria 

(01714166054)  B  Sunset 
Bouhnrard.  Adelpte  (0171-344 
0055) .  n  Tammy:  Shaltesbury 
10171-379  5389)  □  Thr  Woman  In 

Blade  F  crime  (0171-836  2238] 

TcKel  mtormalNn  supplied  by  Society 
ot  London  Theatre 


NEW  RELEASES 

ACTS  OF  LOVE  (18)'  Flawed  <*ama 
boosted  by  Dennis  Hopper's 
performance  as  aleacher  n  the 
Midwest  earned  away  by  possren  With 
Amy  bvro  and  Amy  Lc«sne 
Warner  (61 71-437  4343) 

♦  101  DALMATIANS  AJ)'  Glenn  Close 
hnocfcs  epcte  oft  the  dogs  m  the  hre- 
action  edeon  ot  the  cartoon  ctossc. 
WOh  Jeff  Oarwb  and  Jody  Richardson 
Barbican  B  (0171  -638  8891) 

Ctapbam  Phrfuro  Howe  (0171-406 
3323)  OdeoruK  Kensin^on  (01426 
914666)  Lalctaler  Square  (01426-915 
683)  SarieeCaUege  (01426  914098) 
Rta(01 71  -254  6677)  Ritzy  (01 71  ■  737 
21 21 )  Scraati/Bafear  Street  (01 71  -935 
2772)  UCl  WhlWaye  S  (0990  B88990) 
VkgbiK  CbehKM*  (0171-352  5096) 
FuBuon  Road  (0171-3702636) 
a  STAR  TREK:  FIRST  CONTACT 
(12)  Patrich  Stewart's  Enerpnse  -atw 
banles  the  Borgs  Acceptable 
adwnwre.  ri  a  Bffle  100  sanous  Diector, 
Jonathan  Prates 

ABC  Baker  Street  (0171 -935  9772) 
Ctapham  Picture  Hooaa  (D1 71 -496 
3323) Ens*»(p990«88 990l  NoMtng 
HB  Coronet  G  (01 71-727  6705) 
Odeons:  Kansfnghin  (01426  914666) 
Bwba  Cottage  (01426914096)  Plea 
S I0WO  B88990)  Rttzy  101 71  -737 
21 21 1  ScrnenTGraan  (01 71 -226  3520) 
U«  WhIWeys  g)  PW0  889990) 
VbBlnK  Pdhron  Reed  (0171-3702636) 
TrocederoQ  (0171-434  0031) 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brown's  assessment  of 
(Sms  in  London  and  (where 
Indteatad  wtth  the  symbol  ♦ ) 
on  release  across  the  country 


STEAL  BIG,  STEAL  UTTLE  ( 12) 
Ham-fisted  comic  labie  about  twn 
brother;  (Andy  Garcia)  deputing  an 
nhemance.  With  Alan  Ariun  and  Rachel 
Tttibn  Diector.  Anckew  Davis. 

Werner  (0171-437  43«3| 

TWO  HUGH  (PG):  Antonio  Banderas 
imams  a  twin  brother,  so  he  can  «» 
Loth  Mehne  Gntflih  arid  Daryt  Hamah. 
Virgin  Troeadero  (0171-434  0031) 

CURRENT 

♦  THE  FIRST  WIVES  CLUB  (PGV 
Broad  comedy  about  vcngeiui 
Mwmattan  whies.  w«h(uicv  parts  lor 
Dfcnc  Keama  Bene  Mtola  and  Gone 
Hawn.  Dnector.  Hugh  Wilson 
Empire  6 10990  888990)  Odeons: 
Kensington  (01426  914666)  Series 
Cottegs  (01426  9140931 
Scroen/Brter  Sheet  (01 7 1 -935  2772) 
UCI  WMMeye  B 10990  B88&90) 
Vbgins:  Fuihsm  Road  (01 71 -370  2635) 
Troeadero  Q  (0171  -134  003 1  ] 

GABBEH:  Iranian  Bm  about  nomarfic 
carpet  weawrs.  With  Shaghayeh  Opda! 


Dtedor.  Mohsen  Makhmabai. 

ICAQ  (0171-930  3647) 

♦  JINGLE  ALL  THE  WAY  (PGr 
Aggressively  Amancan  Chnstmas 
comedy,  wtth  Arnold  Schwarrenegger 
as  a  dad  In  sear  dr  o!  a  prized  aenun  toy 
□rector.  Brian  Levant 

Odeons:  Kenetogton  101426  91 4666) 
Mezzanine  Q  (01426  8156831  Swiss 
Cottage  101426  91 40981  Plaza  Q 
(0990  aaaago)  uci  whasisysB  (0990 
688990)  Virgins:  Chaises  (0171-352 
5096|  Troeadero  (01 71 434  0001) 
Werner  (01 71 -437  4343) 

KANSAS  CITY  (15)  Too  much  artifice 
m  Bobefl  Atman's  tale  ol  enme  and  jazz 
m  1930s  Kansas  City.  With  Jemrio 
Jason  Leigh.  Msanda  Hthanfcon  and 
Harry  Belalome 

Chefsee  (0171-351  3742)  Ctepfwm 
Picture  House  (01 71 496  3323) 
Everyman  0 10171 43S 1525) 

♦  THE  NUTTY  PROFESSOR  1 12). 
Lively  rt  vulgar  reiwtong  ct  Bm  old  Jerry 
Lews  lim.  wth  Edcfie  Murphy  as  the 
mefit  professor  who  creates  a  sleek  alter 
ego.  Director.  Tom  Shodyac 

Plan  Q 10990  B88990) 

WHEN  THE  CATS  AWAY  (151 
Sensitive,  fcee-wheelng  French  mm 
about  a  young  Parisian  (Garancc 
Ctovd)  searching  ten  her  cal  and  a 
mearvng  ip  He  Oreciar.  Cddrc 
Klaptsctv 

ABC  Swiss  Centre  [0171  -439  4470) 
Renah  (0171-837  6402) 


art  galleries 


PARKIN  GALLERY  20Nw-20Dec 
WNTER  EXHIBITION  Modem  Britt* 
Xiras  bargains  11  MoeantbSSn 
0171  235  8144 _ _ 


OPERA  &  BALLET 


COLISEUM  0171 632  8300 
UNTIL  4  JANUARY  Eves  730.  Mats 
230l3lDa24  7pmi 
THE  INCOMPARABLE 

EBOV  BALLET 
Thp  Koteracier 


ROYAL  FESTIVAL  HALL0 171  980 
42C 


THKMCRACKER 

16  Dec -11  Jan  Eves  7  JOpm 

HUB2\2i24&172B.10WD* 

1  ? 3.4.1  Um£3Qprft  No 5g- 

SADLEiySWBXSattho 
PEACOCK  THEATRE 
0171314  8800 
16  Dec-*#1  Jan 
cay  Baffle!  O*  Lon** 


1  liana 


JiAMor>Sal  730  Tubs, 
Wed.  Sal  2  30 


AWM 

“ANDREW 

IUSistPfBCE,*leBSiJDvnei 

SUNSET 

boulswed 

Winner  ol  7  Tony  A»»t» 

tododbtfl 

BEST  MUSICAL 

SBFirg 

pETlILA  CLARK 

1  24HR  CREDIT  CARD  B00WM3S 

CALL 344  0055  (Ucgteel 
GRP  BOOKING  4133SE  ^9*“’ 


BMOSce  CaHere 


ALBERY  THEATRE  0171 36S 1730 
cc  01 71  344  4444 
Urtfl2SJan1S87 


produawiK 


*SJS3SSi--r 

-  Fws 7 5^159 — 


theatres 


ALDWYCH  0171 416  8003. 0C  fctfl 
lee  344  4444  GipS  0800  614  003 
BEST  ACTRESS 
DIANA  fUGG 

1996  Eve  Sid  Drama  Aissrte 

DMNASGG  ElWIDSlKJEr 

m  SWARD  ALBEES 

WHCT5  AFRAID  OF 
VIRGMA  WOOLF 
by  Howad  Dantes 

Mon-Sat  7.15pm  Sat  Ust  2-1 5pra 

No  peris  23-26  Dec  he. 

Toe  31  «t  5pm _ 


APOLLO  VICTORIA  tx  01 71 416 

6055  CC  24hrs  0171  344444410171 
420 0000 Gips  418  60751413 3321 

Andrew  Lloyd  Webber’s 

STARLIGHT  EXPRESS 
THE  FASTEST 
SHOW  ON  EARTH 
vtttte  hPudda  «« 1 9  45  ifeiy 
TuaASal3nmTdgtttrnTi£i250 


APOLLO  494  507(V344  4444 

msmBACK! 

THE  OFFICIAL  THHJTE  TO 


THE  PERFECT  OflSTMAS  PAR1Y 
Ud  season  tar  5  WfflSS  ONLY  . 


BLOOMSBURY  THEATRE  B®.  CC’s 
0171 388  8822.  Ptm  Dec  20 
11 30am  It  3pm. 

{SPECIAL  FAUHLY  TICKET  120) 

RnflTyATCHSISIMAS _ 


rimmngiGE  4w  soaawe  sac 
344  4444/420  D000f+  t*gteo) 
GroLps  494  5454 
4188075/4133321/4365588 

grease 

'-Ftattafcua.fltr tang  Mm, 

fun.  ftsn"  DMrmr 

DCKETS  AVAHAaEAWY  DW.YTD 
BOX  OFFICE 

Mgfcgg73Pgn  yitedASalMNSpBL 


CHAPS- OF  LDVE-P1CCADCLLY 

TNECENTIWY" 

The  Dariy  T^graph 


^mapanza  1^ 


^i*HAMP*rweF^C01*^'— 


COMEDY  THEATRE  0171 389 
1731  os  344  4444  (tt&M  42D  GOOD 
EmsBThuraU3l3Sa|.Ual5 

MAGGIE  SMITH 

“tefcrt  beyond  DefcTInd 

'  MARGARET  TYZACK 

TiefiinBly  moving"  D  Td 

TALKING  HEADS 

UHtBn&dkectBdby 

ALAN  BENNETT 

■YmJrtdytturtRandtniy,-Tm* 
LBRIHI  SEASON 


CanHIION  360 1737ifl44  4444 
REDUCED  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  in 

THE  COMPLETE  WORKS 
OF  WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE  (abridged) 
AH  37  Plays  h  97  Wrote 

rtfflariooF"  TirtK 

Mats  Dual 3, Sal  4  5 
SunN4.BEsN8pm. 

UC  COMPLETE  HISTOflY  OF 
A1ER1CA  (abridged) 
TuBffteyfltfcim 


OOONION  4168D52M2D  000CV 
3444444  (+bkfllee)(ips  41 6  8J757 
3121970 

LOTOOirS  CHRISTMAS 
CRACKER! 
anthonynewley 

SCROOGE 

THE  MUSICAL 
-BREATHLESS  SOARAWAY 
SHOW  -  IIAGMOCOTT*  D/ Exp 

LBKTH)  season  to  ifeb 

Mon-Ssl  730  Thu  A  Sa3nm 


DOMBflONOITl  658 18650890 
awo2(V430oa»P*g^&)»4,s 
60967312 1997/ 0000614003 

The  Magic  contra  rihrowutoge 

DISNEY'S 

BKAUTy  ANDTHE  BEAST 

OomMw-97booittiigwwDpen_ 
DfftHlY  LANE  THEATRE  WYAL 


5000044  4444H200000Qps®4 

SC4/413 331 1)3128000 

MISS  SAIGON 

•TTC  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OF  OUR  TIME" 

NOW  IN  ITS  •- 
8TH  EXlftADfaMARYVEAB 

EWB  745  Mas  Wed  &  Sal  3pm 

<**«**«*¥**"* 

BOOKINGS  ft  PERSONAL 

-  CALLERS  _ 

0171 494  5060  tB&SFEg_ 


THEATRES 


DUCHESS  oc  0171  494  5070  cc  344 
4444  (no  bkg  leeV420  0000  fdug  te) 
0171-4133321  Eves  0pm.  Wed  mal 
3pm.  Sal  5pm  &  ax 
“A  SAUCY  COKDYH  E  SM 
NOW  M  ITS  601  YEAR 

-  DON'T  DRESS 
FOR  DINNER 

"Gtarioudy  Outregeuui.-T.OiJl 
24  Dec  3pm.  No  Pert  25  Dec 


FORTUNE  BO  SCC  0171  836 
22303126033 

EWAN  JAMES 

HOOPER  SIMMONS 

SuenHOrs 

TOE  WOMAN  IN  BLACK 

Mapted  by  Stephen  Maftsmii 
“Ibe  meet  itoaing  end  cMBng 
pby  tor  years'1  D.  Mai 
NOW  IN  ns  8TH  YEAR 
Mon-Sat  8pm 

M&TuesSpnSal^pm 

Running  dme  2fars 


GARRKX0171 4S4  50657 
312  1990  (nobfcq  tee)  ■ 
Seme  BrperlencssYob  Never 
Forget 
HTO04BIOF 
19  MAJOR  AW  ARDS 
The  Royal  Nattoml 
Thaetre  production 
fiPresasys 

AN  INSPECTOR  CAIiS 

THULLJNCUWJSTBESmr 

Dirt 

“One  of  the  meet  fntedcaflng, 
theatricely  mtagtoMhie 
omerienett  of  Aa  lMKtf*  Eve 
Sand 

■TWO  HOURS  OF 
SfTHRALliNG.  VISUALLY 
STtMNWG  DRAMATl.Te) 
Stolen  7  45.  Sai  5.00S  115, 
«tedmal£30 _ 


Toaduerfaeln 
B41BTTNNMENTS 
TO  0171 600 £222 
or  fare  0171 481 9313 


GIELGUOTHEATfteoiM  494 


& 

STAGE  COMEBACK  IS  AN 
ELSnRIFYBiQ  Hrr  S  Express 

JAMES  CAWS 

“an  eetantehlng  partonnenee" 

OusHton 

OLD  MM)  SONGS 

•  [keefed  by  BQahUoehlneky 
JIB  “EM0710NM.  PUNCH  THAT 
UEAVES  YOU  REELING  WITH 
PLEASURED  RIVETWG 

WGHr&asSId 

,  MwvSst73Cpn,Thurs  mat  230pm. 
Setmd^m 
i&uaniairte 
BCtlJAN 


HAYMARKET  930  8800  (no  t*0  lee) 
344  4444«?0  0000  (wfcttg  tee) 
Thu-Sai  7  45pm  S&  Mai  3pm 

JESSICA  LANGE 

TOBY  IMOGEN 

STEPHENS  STUBBS 

ir  TENNESSEE  WILLIAMS 
ASTREETCAR  NAMED  DESfflE 
ikseted  by  PETER  HALL 
Red  ftice  Prtws  Iran  Tomer 
MB  There  ertl  be  no  pert 
totrie**  Pleeea  contort 

BoxOtBco  _ 


To  advertise 
in 

EN7ERT AfNMENTS 
Tel:  0171  680  6222 
or  lax:  0171  481  9313 


HBt  MAJESTTS  2«r  494  MOO 
(W09  tee)  CC  3M  4444/420  0000  (fee) 
G»p&  494  5154/413 331 1M3B  5588 

AM3TCW  LLOYD  W9BSTS 
AWARD  WINNING  MUSICAL 

TBE  PHANTOM  OP 
THE  OPERA 

Drocted  by  HAROLD  PfWCE 
NOW  BKG  TO  MAY  97 
Eros  7  4S  Use  Wed  4  Sal  2  Q& 
Aodv  to  Bta  (Mice  dair  la  reams 


L0WXM  PALLADRMB0.ee 

01 71  494  5020/344  4444  (Cl  W  SOT 
Ch£g  420  0000  Grpc  0171  494  5454 

“A  MAJOR  THEATRICAL  EVENT  Ua2 
"ROBERT  LINDSAY'S  FA&N  IS 
FULLOF  CHARM,  WARMTH  A 
GLEEFUL  aaSNALTTY. 
JC^AHOOTOExp 
M 

OLIVER! 

3RD  fflREPRBSSSLE  YEAR 
UONH.  BARTS  MASTHWECE 
YOU  CANT  ASK  FOR  MORE* 

STimes 

&E3  730  MtWrdi  Eel  230 
SO«  GOOD  SEATS  AVAR. 
NOW  FOR  WEEKDAY  PBVS 


LYCEUM  «0171 655 1806 
0990  500  B0Q3444444/420  0000 
(thg  i«e)  Grpt.  416  6076 
7W  RICE  A 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER* 

JESUS  CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

"Sends  Shiim  Raring  Down 
The  Sptae"  DTefegraph 
Eros  7  45.  Mab  Wed  &  Sal  3 
(no  t*8  (ee  lor  psconal  criBns  al  B» 
Lyceunboicifica  Wamflpmj 
ConcssEion*.  lor  mldmtt  mtftneea 
arabootafiiemadfflncb 


LYRIC  01 71 494  5045 
cc  43)010QI344  4444  (bkq  lee) 
"THE  MOST 
UNPRETENTIOUSLY 
ENJOYABLE  SHOWN 
LONDON”  Tms 

BY  JEEVES 

THE  ALAN  AYCKBOURN  & 
ANMEW  LLOYD  WSOeR 
MUSICAL 

"-HAD  THE  AUDS4CE 
BUCXLSKZUPWTTH 
LAUGHTER"  Ind 

Evec  7  45.  Mate  Weds  ft  Sat  3pm 
Coreesstensavalabie 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  B0  QVl 
SSB2SSS  Sps  0f7T  6370741. 24/r 
cc  bl^  (ee  0171  420  0000 
OLMB1  Trail.  Tomor  715 
GUYS  AND  DOLLS  Uusc  and 
tores  by  Frank  Uiesser.  Book  by  Jc 
Swerfing  ft  Aba  Ewiwk 
LYTTELTON  Toot  Tomor  730 
JOHN  OABRS.  BORKMAN 
Hereh  Bxen  in  a  new  verson  0, 
Nchctes  Wngtt 

COTTESLDE  Toni  730 
(PflEVBfl  TTC  CRIPPLE  OF 
MSHMAAN  Uatin  LtDcra* 
Ttnior  730  FAIR  UUNES  AT  A 
GAME  OF  POEM  CARDS  ane* 
rorco  pBj  by  Peter  Oswald  tsssec 
on  an  or^nR  tinir  by  Chtontaisu 

toonaanwr. _ 


To  advertise 
in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel:  01 71  6806222 
or  fax:  0171  481  9313 


NEW  LONDON  [liry  Lane  W£2  SC 

Ql 71 405  0072 CC 01 71 404  4079 

2eir  0171 344  4444r42005u0 
GtpsDl?)  413331 1/435  5588 
THE  ANDREW  UDTD  INSEER; 
T.S.aWTNISSWWAL 
AWARmVMWGWQCAL 

CA3S 

Eves  745  MsttTroft  Sa!  3C3 
LATEC0LQTSNQT  ADMITTH) 
WHSJ  AUDITORIAL  13  IN 
MOTION.  P(£ASF  BE  FROLffT 
Bars  open  sT645 

LOUTH?  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAfl. 
PAtt-Y  FROM  BOX  OFHCE. 


OU»VIC9287S1A,3l2KBJ 

THE  PETER  HAH  COMPANY 
Simon  VYard  Carol  Drinkteator 
Deborah  Gnmt  Robert  East 

Barbara  Mon-ay  netanfTodtl 

OSCAR  WIDE'S  MASTERPIECE 

AN  DEAL  HUSBAND 

“GREAT  ft  GLORIOUS*  S.  Tew 
.Uovsa730  lAtG Web&Sj! 3iB 
tAsnrewEBCS _ 


PALACE  TWEATRE  0171-434  0909 
cc  24h5  8*5  lee)  0171-344  4444  (tkg 
fee)  Grps  0171 4133311 
TIE  WORLD'S  MOST  POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LES  MISERABLE! 

NowMirsirm 

RECORD-BREAKING  YEAR 

Eres  729  Mate  Thu  ft  Sa  2.30 
Lseeoamers.  not  admaied 
umitheneiva 

IMT33N0  CF  SEATS  AVAL 
CALY  fflOM  BOX  OFRCE 


To  advertise 
in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Td:  0171  680  6222 
or  fEDc0171481  9313 


PHoaaXBO-ccairi  369 1733 
.W  4444:429  0000  (tee) 

BEST  MUSICAL 

Ci-mOramaAtfatte 

P&i'S  &  Na/eto  AxanH 

WILLY  RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD  BROTHERS 

—Brings  the  auiflence  to  Us  feet, 
mid  roaring  Rt  approver  D  lAd 
10TH  TRIUMPHANT  YEAR 

Ete  1 45 1  Acs  Thurs  3  sa4__ 


PICCADILLY  01 71  369  1734)344 

4444Ci:i  420  3000  !24fn) 
ISeo  If  omror  rogrri  it  ftmmr* 

fOS 

ADVENTURES  IN  MOTION 
PICTURES  PRESENTS 

SWAN  LAKE 

"toe  beet  night  out  to  London" 

Sarrixd 

“Megfeal,  fantastic,  mndarU- 
tbestdflof  chrauw"  D  Tel 

rats  730.  Ltote  Vfed  &  Sal  £30 

UMnEP  SEASON  UNTIL  01  FEB 


To  advertise 
61 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel:  01 71  680  6222 
or  lax;  0171  401  9313 


PLAYHOUSE  01 71 8394401  cc 
&!  71420  CTO  p*gl«j 

JANET  OWEN 

McTEER  TEAIE 

“AQraa  S  Unmissable  hen"  S.Tms 

A  DOLL’S  HOUSE 

ty  Henrik  Haw 
awrasn  ly  Frank  MeGotonen 
dSKSd  by  AnSwm  Page 
Uan-Sai730MteSai230 
MUST  CLOSE  fl  JAN 


PRINCE  OF  WALES  (1171  B3959B7 
fta  Can  4ZD  0000  CC  344  4444  Ops 
420  (BOOtmphongDBDO  614903 
"HOT  FROM  BROADWAY,  AND  I 
MEAN  SMOKIN'.  ENOIXIH 
BMERGYTD  ELECTRIFY  A 
orr."D  uaa 

GRAMMY  AWARD  W1NNHG 
MUSICAL 

SM0KEY  JOE’S  CAFE 

THE  SONGS  OF  LEBER  ft  STOLLER 
Droded  by  Jerry  Zate 
“AMERICAN  GRAFFTT1  MEETS 
WEST  SIDE  STORY"  EStd. 
‘TRESH  A  SEXY.  TOUCHHG  A 
TRUE"  D.  Telegraph 
Mon-Sdl  8c»n.  THi  ft  54  Mar.  3pm 


PfGNCE  EDWARD  0171 447  5400 
Rf9  Call  420  0100  cc  344  4444 
Grops  420  0200 

“A  MUSICAL  MASTBOTEce* 

IrU-fer  Tit) 

"REAL  POWER  &  PASSION 

A  BLOCKBUSTER"  D.  Tel 
"A  BIG  MAGNIFICENT  EPIC 
MUSICAL  A  GREAT  EVENING 
OUTSTrpe, 

MARTIN  GUERRE 

BOUBUL  ft  SCHOtl  BERG’S 

NEW  MUSICAL  RETURNS  WITH 
A  VENGEANCE"  Sid 
UorvSai  7  45  Mas  Thut  ft  Sal  300 


QUEEN'S  {bkg  lee)  434  504£U 
344  4444  Gips  494  54547436  5688 

GENE  WILDER 

lf»  Gene  rto  gerat '' D  Mai 
nNBL  SIMON'S 
LAUGHTER 
ON  TTE  23rd  FLOOR 
Timed  tagfti  oti  m  London 
News  C4  The  World 
Eves  8pm.  IWed  230pm  Saeom 


ROYAL  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 

RSC/AUJED  DOMECQ  OffBt 

H  pres  seats  il  30a  under 
0374607599 

LONDON  (0171 6386891} 
BAFB3CAN  AS  YOU  LBS  IT 
Tail  7 15 

THE  PF-  THE  WHITE  DEVIL 
Ton!  7  IS 

STRATFORD  {01789  2956237  cc 
0171 413 1452) 

RST.  THE  MERRY  WIVES  OF 
WWDSORTon't730 
SWAN  UTTIE  EYOLJF  Tan  1 7  00 
TOP.  EVERYMAN  Tout  SOP 


To  advertise 
h 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel:  0171  6806222 
or  fax:  0171  4819313 


ROYAL  COURT  0171  555  5000 
a-  420  0100  (347ml  Upstars 
iAntesattom  Wea  5li  1  LICKED  A 
SLAG’S  DEODORANT  ty  Jm 
CntwrighL  Ends  Sa!  Uon£ai930 
THE  ONE  YOU  LOVE  try  Tim 
Luscornbe.  Entfc  Sal  Tue-Sffl  7 15 
DwretarsputecJ  9 

Mann  i  Lane)  THE  BEAUTY 
QU&N  OF  LffiNANE  by  Mmttn 
McOonagh.  Urti  18  Mn  Mcn-Sai 
730.  Sa  mal  3.35 

VAUDEVILLE 

0171 836  9907  (no  teg  tool 
cc  420  OOCftM  4444  fchg  tee) 
R&3U  Dahl'S 

THE  WITCHES 

‘■MARVELLOUS”  Eve  Standard 
ftkn-Sa  730  Toes,.  Med  Sal  230 
Itto  call  24ih.  2£fri  Dec  ft  Jan  ij 

To  advertise 
in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel:  0171  680  6222 

or  tax-  0171  481  9313 

SAVOY  THEATRE  01 71 63E  8888 
tx  420  MEOW  4444  mo  bkqteesj 
Groups  DOT  614 

GRIFF  RHYS  JONES 

SARA  CROWE 

PLUNDER 

Ben  Trartss1  rricus  late 
"One  ot  lie  gred  Qvmsr,  ticar.  - 
Shendar  Ucriei'  ■  ITV 

Stre&f  Umrted  Seaicn 

Ewe  730  Mate  Thus  S  Sal  2  30 

VICTORIA  PALACE  BO  &  cc  trv 
tee|  01 71 BJ4  1317  cc  (bq  fee|  01 71 
344  4444,312 13SE/420  OCT 
Gaps  0171 212 19K 
,0171  436  5588  Inc,  te-j 

WINNER 

1996  OLMER  AWARDS 

SHAFTESBURY  0171 379  5393 

01 71 4 13  S£8  GLhr.ra  bW|  Sect 
Group,  01 71  41333?! 

"BronthMdng"  S  Trma 

“Spectacular^  FT 
“UrinanT  Otewrei 

TOMMY 

PAUL  KEATING  K1U  WILDE 

as  Tommy  Mrs  Walker 

Mon-Thu  8pm  FnJ  JOpm  (afl  saris 
C15)  a  e  30  prr  Sal  3pm  ft  823pm 
ATasPert:  C«:225pmBJ5ri 

Pec  24  Spm.  Dec  268 P» 

LIMITED  DAILY  AVAILABILITY 

BEST  MUSICAL 
■JOUSON* 

WTTH  BRIAN  COULEf 

“A  RESOUNDING  HIT 

Sunday  Tdcgr^ii 

TuectcSai  730  fJasVJeri  ft 
Si  3  oo  wttcpecal  .'price  ma 
DmalSOOsterrinq 

Aten  Stewart 

tones  peris:  No  perffl  Dee  24, 25, 
36  ft  30.  Extra  ports  Dec  23 130 
ft  7JO,  Doc  27X00 

NOW  BOOKING  TO  APRIL  *97 

ToxtJBlIX/t 

ENTWTAMENre 

Tel  0171 6806222 
war  0171 4819313 

WHITEHALL  3«  1735  cc  344  4444 
£uecBY7ed3£ai5^JCi 

rrSABBTEFITFRAUD 

BELLY  LAUGH) 

ST  MARTIN'S  0171  B3&  1443  Eves. 

8  Tte245.Sd5S8  Nopeib 
2455  Dei  ZTDeeSSfl 
AGATHA  CWUSTIE’S 

THE  MOUSETRAP 

45th  YEAR 

CASH  ON  DELIVERY 

By  MICHAEL  COONEY 

Dirby  RAY  COONEY 
'THIS  SUPERB  FARCE  IS 

AN  INSTANT  CLASSIC”  D  Tel 
NEW  YEAR’S  EVE  6PM 
EXTRA  3PM  MAT  DEC  26 
MUST END  JAN 4 

(no  fee)  0171 930  6800 
tt  Weq  let)  0171 344  4444M2D  0000 
Groups  0171 4 13  3321, W7t43f- 536 

■BDDDY' 

The  Buddy  Holly  Story 
“BRILUAMT’ Srer 

•BUDDY’ 

iTONDERFULSTOfT  Su-Jel 

•BUDDY* 

Turn  Rue BOFn530ftB30 

SNs  500  aaSOSuftdey  4,00 

Aa  SEATS  IS  PRICE  FH  5  30  PW 

Xims  perte  No  parts  Dec  24J5 
ftJsnl 

Extra  perf  Men  Dae  SO  ri  6J0 
B4h  ELECTRIFYING  YEAR 

To  adwrtse  in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 

Tet0i7i  eSOtES 
or  btc  0171 4813213 

WYWHAMS  369 1  T3&344  4444 
BEST  COMEDY 

EVE  STD  AWARDS 

"ART 

ALBERT  FINNEY 

TOM  COURTENAY 

KEN  STOTT 

A  nm*  pby  by  Vasnfina  Baja 
Trarc.  ChrctcthtB  Hanpton 

“Tha  perfect  Weal  End  ptoy"  lefi 
Eros  a  Ifcte  Wed  3.  Sal  ft  Sun5 
Extra  tone*  Peris 

Dec  24  3pm  Dec  STdam 

t 


38  HOMES 


THE  TIMES  WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER  18 1996 


Fancy  a  dream  house  for  Christmas?  Rachel  Kelly,  Amanda  Loose  and  Rossella  Lorenzi  spot  some  fine  buys  at  home  and  abroad 


An  ideal 
home  for 
the  1990s 


The  Christmas  holiday 
is  an  excellent  time  to 
reflect  on  how  our 
homes  fit  our  life¬ 
styles  —  and  almost  half  of  us 
would  up  sticks  to  the  country 
if  wc  could. 

A  new  Abbey  National  sur¬ 
vey  found  that  40  per  cent  of  us 
dream  of  buying  a  country 
house  or  a  thatched  cottage, 
with  only  24  per  cant  wishing 
to  stay  in  town. 

Herewith  The  Times's  guide 
to  the  nation's  most  desirable 
homes.  Some  are  conducive  to 
festive  cheer  and  mulled  wine, 
houses,  as  Country  Life  put  it 
recently,  redolent  of  Washing¬ 
ton  Irving,  Pickwick  and  plum 
pudding. 

But  not  all  are 
holly-bedecked, 
with  fireplaces  that  ‘Fn 

demand  the  roast¬ 
ing  of  chestnuts.  6I1\ 

We  have  also  in¬ 
cluded  some  stylish  and 

city  pads,  too,  for  CU1 

those  of  us  who  a  4™. 

remain  resolute  ur-  a  iCV> 

banites.  r 

They  might  even  LU  * 
prove  the  most  ex-  1 
travagant  of  flcrt 

Christmas  gifts.  _____ 

but  be  minded  of 
one  Danish  tycoon  who 
bought  a  Highland  estate  on  a 
romantic  whim  for  his  wife, 

‘  unseen  by  her.  It  went  bade  on 
the  market  a  week  later 
because  she  disliked  the  rain. 

They  are  the  houses  that 
agents  have  chosen  to  be  most 
in  keeping  with  the  desires  of 
huyers  in  the  1990s.  The  savvy 
may  deliberately  buck  the 
trends:  buy  a  very  different  set 
of  brides  and  mortar,  and 
bargains  are  there  fair  the 
taking. 

But  for  those  tired  of  talk  of 
dream  homes  in  a  market 
tarred  by  scarcity,  take  cheer 
from  the  story  of  Times  read¬ 
ers  Fran  and  Julian  Edwards. 
Frustrated  tty  months  of 


‘Friends 
envy  us 
and  quite 
a  few  want 
to  move 
here,  too’ 


fruitless  searching,  they  even¬ 
tually  fell  for  a  Georgian 
house  in  a  Somerset  village. 

“As  soon  as  we  saw  it,  we 
knew  it  was  the  house  for  us." 
recalls  Mrs  Edwards.  “A 
detatched  Grade  II  listed 
Georgian  house  with  beautiful 
sash  windows,  and  a  large 
south-facing  garden.  It  was 
spacious,  unlike  modem 
houses,  and  the  classic  sym¬ 
metry  of  the  square  rooms  had 
not  been  spoilt  by  modern¬ 
isation.  In  a  way,  it  was  a 
blank  canvas  —  beautiful  and 
elegant  —  and  with  potential." 

But  it  wasn't  up  for  sale. 
Undeterred,  the  Edwards 
rang  and  put  in  an  offer.  It  was 
the  culmination  of  a  threeyear 
attempt  to  leave 

suburbia. 

nds  “We  wanted  to 
slow  down  and 
t  iic  move  to  a  period 

house  in  the  roun- 

iiiite  tr^m  We  ^  a  ^uge 

[uiiv  mortgage  on  our 

uvnnt  house  m  Wai~ 

waiiL  iingion,  Surrey,  so 

„ we  were  both  work- 
UVc  mg  to  pay  it  off  all 

,  .  the  time.  And  we 

LOO  hated  the  noise, 

dirt  and  traffic," 
says  Mrs  Edwards. 
“Moreover,  our  Surrey  house 
was  newly  built  and  we  were 
uncomfortable.  We  wanted 
space  and  just  didn't  feel  we 
fitted  info  it 

"We  were  searching  for  a 
period  four-bedroom  house 
with  plenty  of  land.  We  had 
just  started  a  new  business 
and  our  daughter  Kate  was 
just  about  to  start  her  GCSEs. 
so  it  seemed  like  an  ideal  time 
to  move. " 

It  took  18  months  to  sell  the 
Surrey  house  in  August  1995. 
But  they  could  find  nothing  to 
buy,  so  rented  a  house  in 
Wells,  Somerset,  while  they 
continued  their  search.  As 
weeks  turned  to  months,  they 
began  to  despair. 


Succumb  to  the  lure 


R 


upert  Bradstodk.  of  the 


Julian  and  Fran  Edwards  with  daughter  Kate  in  their  listed  Georgian  home 


NORTH  OF  THE 
THAMES 


KENSINGTON  & 
CHELSEA 


SURREY 


“We  started  by  looking  in  a 
ten-mile  radius  of  Wells 
because  Kate  did  not  want  to 
live  in  the  back  of  beyond," 
says  Mrs  Edwards.  “We  were 
on  all  the  agents'  lists,  but  we 
couldn't  find  anything  we 
liked. 

There  was  so  much  interest 
in  court  ny  houses.  Most  of  the 
competition  was  from  other 
people  wanting  to  move  from 
London.  Eventually,  we  began 
to  look  at  almost  anything," 

But  last  January,  the  couple 
spied  Lodge  Hill  House,  while 
driving  through  Westbury- 
sub-Mendip,  four  miles  from 
WeUs. 

“Although  it  wasn't  for  sale. 


CMMHCK,  OUm 


tout  ta  ilirtfliln'  location 
<daao  to  Hear  Tln—flfcMl 


we  noticed  that  two  houses 
were  being  built  in  its 
grounds,  so  we  introduced 
ourselves,  saying  we  were 
interested  in  them.  Eventually, 
we  said  to  the  owner  that  his 
house  was  very  nice,  and  he 
told  us  to  make  him  an  offer. 
He  was  thinking  of  moving 
later  in  the  year,  so  we  just 
speeded  tilings  up,"  says  Mrs 
Edwards. 

After  two  valuations,  they 
put  in  an  offer  for  £235,000. 
just  over  the  odds  for  a  quick 
sale.  But  the  owner  wanted 
£250,000  and  did  not  want  to 
move  until  the  end  of  the 
summer.  So  they  kept  look¬ 
ing,  but  couldn’t  End  any¬ 


thing  that  they  liked  as  much. 

Towards  the  end  of  the 
summer,  we  heard  that  the 
owner  was  putting  Lodge  Hill 
House  on  the  open  market  We 
felt  we  simply  couldn’t  risk 
someone  else  buying  it,  so  we 
put  an  offer  for  £250,000  on 
the  table,  at  the  beginning  of 
August  Cluttons  handled  the 
sale,  and  we  moved  in  an 
August  30.  Our  friends  really 
envy  us  and  quite  a  few  want 
to  move  down  here,  too,”  says 
Mrs  Edwards. 

This  will  be  our  first  Christ¬ 
mas  in  what  for  us  is  a  dream 
home." 

Rachel  Kelly 


.L^.ty  Vision,  best  de¬ 
scribes  the  country  idyll  of 
would-be  buyers  on  bis  firm's 
books:  "Everyone’s  dream  is  a 
classical  or  Georgian  house, 
situated  on  the  edge  of  a 
village,  preferably  in  an  area 
of  outstanding  beauty,  in 
unspoilt  countryside  where 
they  are  protected  from  future 
bunding  developments  and 
within  easy  reach  of  London." 

East  Dean  Manor  in 
Hampshire,  could  be  the  an¬ 
swer..  The  £750.000,  IStb-cen- 

tury.  Grade  II*- listed  Queen 
-  Anne  house  is  nine  miles  from 
Salisbury.' With  six  bedrooms 
and  six  acres  of  land,  a 
separate  flat,  indoor  swim¬ 
ming  pool  and  sauna,  as  well 
as  woodland  and  paddock, 
there  are  120  yards  of  double 
and  single-bank  fishing  on 
the  River  Dun,  which  flows 
through  the  grounds. 

The  £235.000  Butler  Street 
Cottage,  on  the  edge  of  die. 
village  of  Nonningtan  in 
Kent,  is  voted  the  ideal  week¬ 
end  retreat  by  Conrad  Payne, 
of  Gluttons.  The  Grade  II 
listed  thatched  and  timber- 
framed  cottage,  dates  back  to 
the  16th  century,  has  a  swim¬ 
ming  port,  is  surrounded  by 
farmland  and  has  a  paddock 
near  by. 

Mr  Payne  says:  “Three  out 
of  every  five  new  applicants 
who  register  with  us  are 
looking  for  a  country  bolthole 
for  weekends.  With  two  origi¬ 
nal  inglenook  fireplaces  and 
beams,  and  including  three 
reception  rooms,  four  to  five 
bedrooms,  a  kitchen /break¬ 
fast  room  and  playroom,  the 
Butter  Street  cottage  is  very 
flexible." 

For  those  who  yearn  to  be 
north  of  Che  border  in  time 
for  a  Hogmanay  Highland 
fling,  then  the  £425,000 
Monkton  House  near  Edin¬ 
burgh  sounds  ideal.  For  sale 
for  the  first  time  on  the  open 
market,  this  fortified  laud's 
house,  dating  from  the  14th 
century,  was  built  as  a  safe 
house  by  the  monks  of 
Newbattle  Abbey. 

The  house  was  passed  over 
by  Cromwell  because  it  was 
not  considered  a  military 


threat  Many  of  the  original 
features  of  the  six-bedroom 
tower  house  remain  intact 
The  17th-century  panelling  in 
the  drawing  room,  now  deco¬ 
rated  with  oriental  murals, 
has  survived,  as  has  the 
French  empire  fireplace  in  the 
dining  room  arm  a  17th- 
century  fortified  tower  with 
gun  loops. 

The  perfect  London  bache¬ 
lor  flat  is  arguably  one  in 
Stanhope  Gardens,  Kensing¬ 
ton.  LCR  Developments  is 
converting  the  north  and  west 
sides  of  this  private  garden 
square  —  which  has  been 
owned  by  the  Petersham 
family  for  more  than  two 
centuries  —  into  flats  and  a 
luxury hotel. 

-*VT|  efaind  the  cream-stuc- 
l-Ccoed  listed  facade  of 
Ajr  Chariesworth  House, 
the  developers  have  designed 
65  modem  fiats  with  high 
ceilings. 

Donate  Yn  Toh,  of  LCR 
Developments,  says:  “The 
flats  are  ideal  as  a  books  of 
bases  in  London  for  young 
people  who  have  busy  life¬ 
styles.  The  development  pro¬ 
vides  new  and  low- 
maintenance  flats  behind  the 
period  facade.  And  there  is 
underground  parking  and 


porterage  and  access  to  the 
square’s  private  gardens." 

For  the  athletic;  an  all- 
weather  tennis  court  and  cro¬ 
quet  lawn  are  planned. 

This  last  is  for  the  seriously 
wealthy  only.  Eighty-one  Ad¬ 
dison  Road,  In  Holland  Park, 
west  London,  is  for  sale  at  £5 
million.  The  five-bedroom 
house  has  everything,  includ¬ 
ing  a  gym,  steam  room,  out¬ 
door  swimming  pool  and 
carriage  drive. 

David  Forbes;  of  Chester¬ 
field.  the  agent,  says:  "It  is 
rare  to  find  a  wide;  double- 
fronted  detached  family 
house,  and  when  they  come 
on  the  market,  they  are  highly 
sought  after. 

The  house  has  been  com¬ 
pletely  rebuilt,  behind  the 
period  facade;  and  it  provides 
practical  space  combined  with 
outstanding  design.” 

•  East  Dean  Manor,  John  D. 
Wood  (OI962  863131}- 

•  Butter  Street  Cottage  Cluttons 
(01227457441). 

•  Monkton  House,  Knight  Frank 
(0131-225  8171). 

•  Two-bedroom  flats  in  Charles- 
h orth  Hoax  from  LCR  Dewlap- 
meats  (0171-244  9889). 

•  81  Addison  Road,  with  a  tfryear 
lease.  Chesterfield  (0171-581 5234). 

Amanda  Loose 


The  dream  home  for  £5  million:  81  Addison  Road 
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Northern  Italy  offers  some  unusual  -  and  spiritual  -  properties 
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LONDON  RENTALS 
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0171  838  load.  Tax  838  H 
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in.  Lfcbc  and  tpacUc  A/S 
bedroom  koaia.  1  tofaroana  [2 
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kkrim.  dWn  room.  Soamtac 
ountoon;  smfa  Mac  cmfta. 
nmea  A  (Mto 

aaum 

Pkuc  od  HBce  boon 

0171  589  4836  j 


Here  in  the  heartland  of  the 
home  counties  -  English 
Courtyard  has  built  its 
latest  development 
Between  Camber  ley  and 
Ramham  -  i  milt's  from 
Junction  4  of  the  M3  and  30 
minutes  bv  bain  bom 
Waterloo.  Spacious  houses 
&  flats,  and  award -uinning 
beautiful  gardens  in  a 
mature  woodland 
setting  -  Mvtchett  Heath  is 
the  place  in  Surrey  for  your 
retirement  Prices  from 
£175,000. 

Freephone  0800  243  505 
quoting  ref  ND4 


A1  feme*  aaafc  Carnal  on  ft 

Uanal  fMa  laqnlrad.  CiSSaB  ft 
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innnacutatoly  presented, 
comprising  of  8  bedroom,  4 
iscefittan  rooms,  4  garages, 
picturesque  garden. 
£3.600 pu 

0181  9931585. 
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r  BARBICAN,  EC2" 

New  refurbed  3/4 
bed  2  hath ’tower 
flat*.  U/f.  £400pw 

Daniel  Watney 
0171 253  44H  , 


For  a  truly  spiritual  Christ-  “| 
mas,  what  about  buying  an  I 

Italian  chureh?  The  British  J 

have  already  turned  “Chianti- 
shire"  into  a  Home  County:  now 
there  is  the  prospect  of  chintz  cur-  - 
tains  adorning  Tuscan  churches. 

The  Curia  of  Siena,  unable  to 
continue  looking  after  all  its  prop¬ 
erties,  last  month  took  the  unusual 
step  of  offering  five  rural  churches 
in  tiie  Chianti  region  at  bargain 
prices.  The  sale  includes  valuable 
Romanesque  buildings,  complete 
with  bell  towers,  rectories  and 
gardens.  Church  estates  and  other 
buildings  are  also  on  the  market. 

Gaetano  Bonicelli,  the  Archbish¬ 
op  of  Siena,  says:  “These  churches 
are  a  burden  on  the  diocese.  They 
used  to  serve  congregations  of  at 
least  300.  Now,  only  two  or  three 
families  live  there.  If  we  do  not  sell 
them,  they  will  be  ruins.  It  is  time 
to  look  to  the  future.  With  the  pro¬ 
ceeds,  we  will  build  new  churches 
in  more  populated  areas  " 

The  buyer  is  bound  by  restrictive 
covenants  and  architectural  re¬ 
straints  to  avoid  upsetting  restora¬ 
tions  and  inappropriate  use:  this  is 
not  for  the  faint-hearted.  Potential 
owners  must  first  apply  to  view  the 
churches.  As  die  parties  come  to  an 
agreement,  the  sale  needs  to  be 
approved  by  the  Fme  Arts  Super¬ 
intendent,  who  can  take  about  six 
months  to  deride  whether  to  let  the 
sale  go  ahead.  If.  to  safeguard 
historic  interests,  the  superin-  For 

ten  dent  forbids  the  transaction,  the 
case  passes  to  Rome  where  ft  can  take  up 
to  three  years  to  resolve. 

The  buyers  pay  a  reasonable  sum  in 
advance:  any  settlement  is  made  after  the 
superintendent  or  the  ministry  in  Rome 
has  authorised  the  sale. 

The  properties  are  worth  the  trouble.  In 
Sovignano,  a  charming  village  half-way 
between  Montalcino  and  Siena,  where  the 
rolling  hills  of  Chianti  merge  into  the 
wild,  tawny  landscape  of  southern  Tus¬ 
cany,  the  tiny  church  of  Santo  Stefano  is 
for  sale  at  about  £165,000.  Surrounded  by 
a  large  garden,  it  comes  with  a  well-kept 
290sq  m  rectory  on  two  floors. 

About  £220.000  will  buy  the  church  of 
San  Jacopo  in  Cdrtennana  a  13th-century 
village  overlooking  San  Gimignano's 
stunning  skyline  txf  towers.  The  price 


Blessed  are 
the  church 
buyers 


For  sale  at  £200.000:  San  Michele,  Castiglion  del  Bosoo 


indudes  a  12-room  rectory  and  a  large 
garden  surrounded  by  cypresses. 

A  few  kilometres  south  of  Cortennano. 
much  of  San  Donato  village  is  for  sale.  The 
tiny  church  and  the  300sq  m  rectory  will 
cost  £200.000;  a  60sq  m  stone  cottage 
£60,000  and  a  210sq  m  house  £180,000.  For 
£145,000.  you  can  buy  the  church  of  Santa 
Maria  in  Torre  a  Cast  el  lo,  near  Castdnuo- 
vo  Berardenga,  and  the  180sq  m  rectory  on 
two  floors. 

Prices  in  Chianti  have  risen  so  sharply 
that  even  the  most  decrepit  bam  can  cost  a 
fortune.  New  construction  is  banned,  so 
the  market  rarely  offers  anything  otfier 
than  expensive  ruins. 

Given  the  number  of  people  who  flock 
to  peep  through  the  windows  of  the 
churches  on  sale,. owning  one  seems  a  real 


.  status  symbol.  Silvia  TerUndi.  a 

e  housewife  from  Florence,  says:  “1 
have  always  dreamt  of  living  in 
Chianti,  but  it  was  impossible 
because  of  the  prices- 1  can  hardly 

I  believe  that  my  family  may  have 
the  chance  to  live  in  a  house  that  is 
already  blessed.” 

Buying  a  church  is  not  easy.  The 
Curia  of  Siena  has  been  over¬ 
whelmed  by  applications  —  more 
than  300  in  less  than  a  month. 
3BEN3  Priority  will  be  given  not  to  the 
highest  bidder,  but  to  the  kind  of 
plans  the  potential  owner  has. 

The  archbishop  confides:  "We 
know  tha  r  these  churches  may  give 
architects  great  scope  for  innova¬ 
tion,  but  we  intend  to  privilege 
those  who  will  restore  them  with¬ 
out  making  any  conversion.  After 
.  all,  the  adjoining  rectories  offered 
with  the  churches  can  still  make 
homes  of  character.” 

No  derision  has  been  taken  on 
the  church  of  San  Michele  in  - 
Castiglion  del  Bosco.  a  neat  village 
north  of  Montaidno,  which  is  for 
sale  at  about  £200.000.  although 
talks  are  under  way.  Artistically, 
the  tiny  church  is  the  most 
interesting  on  the  market  because 
it  features  the  frescoes  of  the 
Annunciation  by  Pietro  Lorenretti. 
the  artist  who.  with  Giotto,  Cima- 
bue  and  Simone  Martini,  painted 
the  frescoes  of  the  Basilica  of  St 
Francis  in  Assisi.  Giuseppe  Buono, 
manager  of  the  Castiglion  del 
osoo  Bosco  wine  estate,  says:  “We  are 
very  interested  in  the  church  and 
the  rectory.  If  we  buy  it  we  will  give  visi¬ 
tors  the  opportunity  to  see  the  frescoes." 

The  Curia  has  just  put  San  Fedele.  an 
empty  and  isolated  hamlet  near  Radda  in 
Chianti,  on  the  market  for  about 
£300,000.  The  hamlet,  in  need  of  much 
restoration,  indudes  eight  houses,  a 
chapel  and  Romanesque  church. 

“San  Fedele  is  the  sort  of  village  that 
makes  the  English  want  to  leave  their 
country,"  the  archbishop  says. 

•  Application  for  the  churches  should  be  sent 
to  Don  Tito  Rovai.  UJfido  Numv  Chiese,  Via 
Liguria  6  (Vico  Alto),  53  KXhSien  a: fax 0039577- 
53562.  Further  details :  Giuseppe  Pin ,  tel. 
0039577-270589.  For  San  Fedele,  contact  Brian 
A.  French  on  0171-735 8244  orjax 0(71-735 8248 

Rossella.  Lorenzi 


An  inspirational  Christmas 


ObU  OBWt.  Caaaml’a. 
acbmaa.  WC  01202  ; 


PUBLISHERS  have  outdone 
themselves  this  Christmas 
with  books  for  decorators. 

Ttie  big  names  of  interior 
design  are  out  in  force.  Nina 
Campbell,  the  queen  bee  of 
traditional  decoration,  has 
published  Nfria  Campbell  on 
Decorating  {Conran  Octopus. 
£25),  and  Trio  a  Guild,  of  the 
Designers  Guild,  has  written 
Triad  Guild  in  Town:  Con¬ 
temporary  Design  for  Urban 
Living  (Quadrille,  £25).  Along 
with  Emm  a- Louise  O'Reilly’s 
The  Perfect  Country  Room 


(Conran  Octopus,  £20),  these 
books  are  for  interiors  junkies 
although  too  big  for  any  but 
the  most  enormous  stockings. 

Both  Ms  Campbell  and  Ms 
Gufld  take  us  round  their  very 
different  London  homes.  Ms 
Guild'S  .flamboyant  urban 
home  contrasts  with  the  clas¬ 
sic  English  style  of  Ms  Camp¬ 
bell's  country  house  interiors. 
Both  offer  advice  to  imitators. 

Ms  Guild  suggests  paint¬ 
ing  walls  while  the  platter  is 
still  wet  for  a  mottled  look;  Ms 
Campbell  Recommends  read¬ 


ers  customise  cushions  with 
beading  or  needlework.  Per¬ 
sonal  possessions  need  fre¬ 
quent  and  ruthless  sorting- 
out,  says  Ms  Campbell. 
“Motley  collections  can  so 
easily  takeover.  Before  I  start 
to  hang  pictures  or  place 
objects.  I  lay  everything  in 
front  of  me,  then  get  rid  of 
what  is  superfluous.”  -  - 

Ms  O'Reilly  advises  on  how 
to  combine  the  spare  am  tem¬ 
porary  look  and  the  tradition¬ 
al  with  less  clutter. 

For  the  hands-on  decorator, 


try  Pamela  I rules’s  Furniture, 
and  Backgrounds  and  Bor¬ 
ders  (Aurum  Press,  £12.95),  or 
Jocasta  Innes’s  Trade  Secrets: 
Classic  and  Contemporary 
Surfaces  and  Finishes  (Weid- 
enfeld  &  Nicolson,  £19.99). 

The  aged  lookis  de  rignenr^. 
The  more  distressed  youi4 
walls  look,  the  better.  From" 
marbling,  to  creating  frescoed 
in  your  bathroom;  to  “crackle%^ 
glazing"  a  tray,  these  booki  v 
show  you  boiv-  :  "  "v  • 

AMANDAjLOOSlJ  ’ 
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RACING 


Lack  of  seasonal 
cheer  as  BHB 
strives  for  unity 

By  Richard  Evans,  racing  correspondent 


‘.AN  UNEASY  stand-off  -  scathed  from  the  two-hour 

^fr"^gmg  h  *e  silent  \2£& 

-.between  those  who  run  within  racing  left  far  from 
^  racing  and  others  who  tank  convinced.  A  complaint  abSrt 
J°b  better  “lack  of  leadership.-  raised  by 
.  emerged  yesterday  at  the  -  Lady  Burnham,  president  of 

'  TiS”? a,Vlu-  ROA.  during theqiStkm 
•  ^  ^ meeting  in  London,  and  answer  session,  found  an 

Chrmmas  is  only  a  week  echo  afterwards  with  several 
away  but  there  was  precious  people. 

goodwill  in  the  air  as  .  Not  surprisingly,  given  the 
-  representatives  of  the  Indus-  uproar  which  followed  last 
try’s  diverse  (actions  gathered  month’s  Budget  disappoint- 
n  Horseradng  ment,  the  BHB  leadership  was 

Board  (BHB)  industry  com-  well  prepared  for  its  critics 
mittee  forum  at  the  Royal  yesterday  and  set  a  trap  which 
Geographical  Society.  their  opponents  walked  into 

However,  the  inquest  into  obligingly.  •  • 
racing’s  ills,  notably  the  fail-  Wakeham,  and  then  Mat- 
jfe  to  obtain  a  cut  in  betting  thewMcCIqy,  chairman  of  the 
®*y  from  the  recent  Budget,  industry  committee,  went  out 
did  not  provoke  foe  bloodbath,  of  their  way  to  stress  the 
.  or  demands  for  resignations  BHB*s  democratic  nature  and 
which  some  had  feared.  how  the  Budget  submission 

In  the  end,  there  was  one  had  the  agreement  of  all 
undignified  spat,  between  racing’s  organisations.  “Indi- 
Lord  Wakeham,  the  BHB  viduals  with  personal  views 
.chairman,  and  Peter  Savill,  must  win  their  arguments 
1  the  outspoken  member  of  the  before  their  own  councils,’' 
Racehorse  Owners’  Assod-  •  McClqy  said  pointedly, 
ation  council  (ROA)  and  fierc-  So  when  Peter  SavQ],  Sir 
est  critic  of  die  BHB  Eric  Parker  and  Jhn  Furlong, 

leadership.  There  was  also  the  ROA  council  membes 
pome  surprisingly  ineffectual  who  have  been  most  critical  of 
luestioning  from  a  phalanx  of  .  Wakeham  and  Ricketts,  let 
wners’  representatives  which  rip.  Wakeham  was  able  to 


*  HI  5 
%  *  ; 


?* 


largely  missed  its  target 
j  For  its  part  the  BHB  leader- 
jship  promised  an  all-em  brac¬ 
king  review  to  examine  the  key 
'issues  —  particularly  financial 
—  facing  the  sport  unveiled 
the  first  moves  towards  a 
financial  plan  for  racing  and 
insisted  racing  must  speak 
with  one  voice. 

However,  although  Lord 
Wakeham  and  Tristram 
Ricketts,  chief  executive  of  the 
BHB,  emerged  relatively  un- 


point  out  how  their  association 
had  been  .party  to  the  BHB 
policy. 

Wakeham  went  further,  and 
may  wish  he  had  not  With 
Savill  dearly  in  mind,  he  said: 
-that  disproportionate  darn- 
age  is  done  to  racing’s  case  by 
a  small  minority  ol  publicity- 
seeking  individuals  vdio.  .  al¬ 
though  having  no  influence, 
consistently  seek  to  under¬ 
mine  the  board’s  authority." 

When.  Savill  said  the  BHB 


seemed  to  be  acting  as  a 
rubber  stamp  to  the  industry 
committee,  in  the  same  way 
the  Queen  rubber  stamped  the 
work  of  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons.  Wakeham  retorted:  “I 
fear  residence  in  die  Cayman 
Islands  has  dented  whatever 
constitutional  knowledge  you 
had  at  one  time." 

The  sideswipe  at  Savill  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  Cayman  Islands, 
where  he  is  a  tax  exile,  was 
repeated  when  Savill  tried  to 
interrupt  Wakeham.  “Now, 
come  on.  just  sit  yourself  down 
and  listen  to  me  answer  the 
question."  the  BHB  chairman 
said.  “YouVe  had  your  say. 
now  quietly  sft  down  and 
when  1  have  finished  you  can 
ask  another  question.  That  is 
the  democratic  way  in  this 
country;  it  may  not  be  where 
you  come  from." 

The  exchange  is  unlikely  to 
heal  wounds  and  help  prompt 
the  unity  within  raring  which 
the  BHB  chairman  stressed 
was  crucial  if  the  sport  is  to 
achieve  its  aims.  What  is 
undear  is  how  representative 
die  views  of  Savill  and  his 
colleagues  are  among  owners 
and  within  racing  at  large: 
The  ROA  delegation  certainly 
appeared  rather  isolated  yes¬ 
terday;  almost  a  voice  in  the 
wilderness. 

However,  with  four  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  BHB — Peter  Jones. 
Sir  Paul  Fox,  Lord  Swaythling 
and  Lord  Zetland  —  due  to 
stand  down  next  June,  it  could 
pave  the  way  for  a  shake-up  in 
the  board's  membership,  with 
Savill  being  tipped  as  a  re¬ 
placement  for  Jones.  one  of  the 
present  owners’  representa¬ 
tives.  What  odds  unity  then? 


Rough  Quest  makes  light  of  a  return  to  the  smaller  obstacles  by  winning  the  Lympne  Novices*  Hurdle  at  Folkestone  yesterday 

Rough  Quest  makes  smooth  return 


ByJuuan  Muscat 

ROUGH  QUEST  is  the  best  adver¬ 
tisement  the  Grand  National  could 
wish  for.  It  smacked  of  pathos  to  see 
him  contest  the  Lympne  Novices' 
Hurdle  at  Folkestone  yesterday,  but 
tire  ten-year-old  radiated  class  as  he 
strode  to  a  resounding  victory. 

Over  a  trip  two  miles  shorter  than 
his  Ain  tree  triumph.  Rough  Quest 
produced  a  performance  beyond  the 
range  of  the  majority  of  Grand 
National  winners.  A  combination  of 
□no or  injuries,  .fast  ground  and 
recent  abandonments  has  frustrated 
his  trainer.  Terry  Casey,  who  anx- 
■  iousty  sought  an  opportunity  before 
the  King  George  VI  Chase  on  Boxing 


Day.  This  contest  was  far  from  ideal 
but  die  horse  took  h  in  his  stride,  in 
the  process  serving  notice  that  One 
Man  will  have  to  be  at  his  very  best  in 
the  Kempton  feature.  Ladbrokes  re¬ 
sponded  by  trimming  Rough  Quest 
to  5-1.  from  a  point  longer. 

A  marvellous  cameo  developed  on 
the  long  run  round  to  the  final  flight 
as  Mia  Fitzgerald,  who  sat  motion¬ 
less  aboard  Rough  Quest,  stalked 
Destin  D’EstruvaL  the  mount  of 
David  Bridgwater.  It  prompted  un¬ 
comfortable  memories  for 
Bridgwater,  who  performed  a  similar 
chore  on  the  Martin  Pipe-trained 
Encore  Un  Pen,  die  runner-up  at 
Ain  tree.  Now,  as  then,  the  two  jockeys 
exchanged  words.” I  won’t  repeat 


David's  exact  comments.-  Fitzgerald 
later  related,  "but  he  said:  That's  the 
second  tune  you’ve  done  it  to  me  on 
the  same  horse’¬ 
ll  is  a  long  way  from  Becher’s 
Brook  to  this  run-of-the-mill  venue. 
No  racecourse  distils  the  brave  quite 
like  Ain  tree,  but  Rough  Quest  must 
have  sensed  the  unexpected  from  the 
paddock  antics  of  his  unraced  oppo¬ 
nents.  As  Pett  Lad  dropped  his  rider 
and  Over  The  Water  threatened  to 
start  his  race  there  and  then.  Rough 
Quest  surveyed  the  scene  vnth  wry 
detachment.  He  had  seen  all  this  — 
and  plenty  more. 

Even  at  the  first  hurdle,  a  full  metre 
lower  than  the  last  ob6fade  he 
jumped  in  public.  Rough  Quest 


showed  his  foes  how  it  should  be 
done.  He  must  have  trailed  the  field 
by  upwards  of  30  lengths  before 
halfway,  but  there  was  no  denying 
the  ease  with  which  he  dosed  on  the 
leaders  four  fences  from  the  finish. 
From  that  point,  Casey  could  afford 
to  relax. 

"I  could  see  he  was  going  best,"  the 
trainer  said.  "Before  the  race  1  had 
visions  of  everything  going  wrong 
but  he  had  a  lovely  gallop  round.  He 
should  be  in  very  good  order  for 
Kempton  after  that.  The  horse  is 
hardly  blowing,  even  though  he  had 
to  race  from  the  last"  Indeed,  without 
a  sloppy  jump  at  the  final  flight. 
Rough  Quest  would  barely  have 
come  off  the  bridle. 


'  jr-  5 ; 


12.30  D'Naan 
1 .00  Around  The  Gale 
1 .30  General  Tonic  . 


GOING:  GOOD 


TnUNDBIER  •  ^ 

2.00  Stop  The  Waller 
230  Glowing  Path. 
3.00  SOLBA  (nap) 
3.30  ScoriRg  Pedigree 
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Kd)  GAWIWm  to YetraMteal  ttftoB- 
o^Svica  twde  ai  AlWw Sl 9M, ik ito. 
VALLEY  SARD Bt  to  0  fr55e  2KH  »  3- 
mrwr  nwdee  handtap  lw*  0.CheAarto  (2® 

TO  BALE 


THUNDERER 

12.40  Peter  Monamy.  1.10  Kimanicfcy-  1.40  Fabu¬ 
lous  Mtolo.  2.10  Khalkfi.  2.40  Shining  Light  3.10 
Royal  Ruler. 

The  Times  Private  Hand  capper's  top  rating: 

2.40  SHINING  UGHT. 


GOING:  GOOD  (GOOO  TO  FIRM  M  PLACES)  SIS 


12.40  GBHNI  RADIO  CLASSING  HURDLE 

(£2,102-  2m  2f)  (9  nmners) 

1  F0-  B0R1TO  373  Cfisarf  511-12  .  . . —  Bftaan  - 

?  1G-P  WiAWAKHA  S6  (C0.G)  U  Hll  5-11-6 . 8  htt  74 

3  4041  KHAT®  6  (B.F.G.S)  N  Pe*  5-11-3 -  . .  CODwyer  77 

4  1213  PETER  U0NAMY 14  (B.CD.F.GS)  U  hpe  4-11-3..  C  Maude  ffi 

5  0041  TOP SWPBt 38  (GltfGnenny 4-11-0..  Mr i Hoard  (7)  BB 

6  3440  MY  HARVBBQ  19(G)  I  Jones  5J0-S - MAFtogntid  83 

7  fP  NORFOLK  GLORY  21  DBm>  4-10-5 ...  Mr  A  Hohbwdi  - 


THUNDERER 

12.50  Amber  Valley.  120  Sudden  Spin.  1.50  Dorlin 
Castle.  2.20  Funetto.  2.50  The  Toaster.  3.20 
Maple  Bay. 


7  Ft*  NORFOLK  GLORY  21  D  Bacdi  4-10-5 ...  Mr  A  HoUsword)  - 

8  0-3  RQBUIISLAND8ffi)PHeto4-1b-S - MC8n»n(7)  - 

9  04)4  FORTUNES  ROSE  21 J  to  4-104)  - - TJtotoy  69 

4-5  Peto  Morwmr  5-1  lop  Stow.  6-1  Khatt.  12-1  Fortows  Itae  14-1  otfam 


NEVER  SO  BLUE  to  Pair  (X  Jads  3MI  to  *  4- 
nmr  takes  handcap  (aide  X  Nrttagtom  (2m. 

to  Poky  toil  111  fc  a  9- 
naoer  cenddneal  (odwys  fantoi  tone  a  E»- 
w  pm  a  good  is  tm).  GLD^NG  .PATH  1*1 
2d  ol  11  la  Pndwecr  Picktr  In  a  conStaoJ 
jecto  toSap  hernfc  4  Ledtoe  (Zm.  good  to 


3.00 


CLWYD  HAMKCAP  CHASE  (£4,065:  2m  41  110yd)  (9  Miners) 

II  FOOLS  BffiAM)  25  (DAS  to  0  teeffl  6  Brito  6-12-0  -  A  P  McCey 


691  4312-11  FOOLS  SfflAND  25  (DAA)  to  D  ftesefl)  B  Brito  6-12-0  .  A  P  MeGey  91 

BS  11134-3  SOLBA  37  BV& S)  {R  Anknon  M  C  Pans  7-11-9 - B  Storey  90 

8B  32P-P32  REALLY  A  RMCAL  11  (CDS  (I  YMky)  0  GanMo  9-11-5-  R  Danoody  95 

6D4  021 1-S4  POTATO  UAH  a  (CDS)  fp  tea)  B  Bran  10-10-13 -  R  UtmsfB  93 

BB  31UVP-  DOLKJS  370  0)5)  to  t  Sn*)  T  CakWI  5-10-11 - -  T  Sff  - 

60S  82135-3  USTCTTWE  22  (J  Hand)  it  WBrnson  7-104 - C  Uewelp  ES 

607  30-0061  SSTER  R0SZA  12  (51  (P  tofto  Ms  S  Unyaan  5-10-9 - R  teat  94 

BS  24232-2  MM'S  AN  AS  57  {D£6£)  01  K ngW  Mb  V  Wlto  9-1M  H  VWamsBB  96 

609  2P411/8-  THBAL  RLLEH  41B  p/AS)  U  Sntfrtai  0  UcCaB  11-10-3  .  D  Watt  (3)  - 

BETTING:  64  Foots  Band.  4-1  (My  A  total  61  Sbfcr  (tea.  6-1  Mot's  A*  Act  2-1  Sofa.  W-l 
ptwa.  12-1  rihn- 

1995c  DSfHCME  6lM  C  Lkadje  (10-0  V  Wnan  B  bp 


FORM  FOCUS 


Atom*  Ouse  *  ttefentanOfTf. 
CAU  MY  GUEST  HA  2nd  of  5  to  ■ 


3.30  YHJJW  COLLAR  WTB 

RACE  (£1,658:  2m  10  O4  nones) 


Nap:  GAYE  FLAME 
(3.10  ExeterO 
Next  best  Kimanicky 
(1.10  Exeter) 


She*  (5m),  20  Cruse  Consol  «*)  7  ran 
1V.L9.  »L  16L  dSl  Mrs  A  WajanM  at  H#i 
wyoontoe  Tote  C930;  £300.  £5  50  DF 
£2490  CSF  £60  71 

3 JO  (2m  ft  life*  U)  7.  6UDO  ffJ 
VWSanoon.  12-1).  2.  Brownes  HB  Lad  (D 
Bridgwater.  4-1): 3.  NBrrt  Muse  (G  Hogan 
20-1).  ALSO  RAN  3-1  tw  Supreme  Trog¬ 
lodyte  Whi.  4  Saras  Detroit.  5  St  Us2> on 
Lessuc.  8  Kdshey,  12  Betty.  20  FuE  Cl 
Botnce.  25  JeydMbw  f6th).  33  Coionrt 
Jac*.  Euochel.  Ffctocano  Jane  (5Sii  43 

Chrttchuen.  Roman  Awr.  so  ot 
&mec».  Youw  Manny.  17  ran  NF.  ia.  o* 
2J.  51  Usd  v  VWkaru  a  Hcrttord  Tea? 
£1360: £220. £250  06 40  OF  £41  70  Tro 
no  wen  (pool  cd  £349 12  carried  icruarU  a 
320  Caltmck  today).  CSF.  EE 2  59 
Jadcpet  not  won  (pool  M  E5.93725  eamad 
forward  la  Bwtgor  today). 

Placepec  £2.135.70.  Quadpcc  £103.70. 

Musselburgh 

Gomg:  6rm.  good  to  frm  m  places 
1220  (2m  41  hdtol  1.  fewest  Mtoly  jR 
GsrrOy. «  to.  2.  Smolensk  (G-S)-  3.  Nanai 
tie-1]  G  ran  n*.  ia  U  Hammoryj  Tote' 
£120: £100, £150  DF’EI  10  CSF  £208 


1 

102  n 
cntincKiios  203 


■EJJll  results  SeRYjttL 


Marston  ousted 

WARREN  MARSTON  Will 
be  replaced  by  Nonnan  Wfi- 
fiamson  aboard  NahthenLad 
when  *e  Jomy  Pitman- 
trained  Sun  Alfianre  Chase 
winner  makes  his  nappes^ 

jssiWStg 


Bey.  Uobsi  Tutor.  14-1  wwv 

1995;  PtKWTOM  5-11-1  S  On  (20-1)  I 

FORM  FOCUS 


o(  12  to  Kshgan  h  tonri  (Wtoocei 
Pwti  G»  IlM  Oto;  CALUOOEJ4IH  481  o! 
IB  to  JeNwi  m  tttionri  totUnew 
toon  and  Atoa  (need  to  saS  will  TO 
CROPPY  80Y  3W  sTind  GLSOROMCH 
Wuttfl  14h  UAfiGC  STRAIT  19  Sto  d  18  to 
Lute  Foie  to  tofcori  IMtoted  Ifaritf 

s asraaf«s= 


H  a  P  Cheesbwrti.  Toto.  D45.  £1.10, 
B22Q.C2M.0F.B22D.CSF  £2377 
1  JO  pm  hde)  1.  Titerium  (A  Oteton 
mil  lav)  2  Sacandt,  towav (7-11  3.C2Con 
Lady  (16-1)  9  ran  3L  II  P  Mantcan  Trse 
£250.  £120.  £1 40.  £220  DF-  £900  Too 
£8280  CSF  Bail  Tricast E5SB4 
1JD(an«1chj1.Mon#awiADab5*n  5-17. 
2, Putin  |7-21. 1  PagiiacM [9-1  tju)  Bran 
W.aPUor»8an.Tae  Q».£29o.£2  7D 
DF  £820  CSF’  £2065. 

220  (3m  twflel  1.  Supcffip  IR  Garay,  5-2}; 
2,  UAway  areet  14-1);  3,  Tnaywroger  C-t 
tavi.Aran.a,  Ihl  L Liinoa.  Tcao  £300  DF: 
£890  CSF.’ £10  97 


Rapid  Mem  K-TS.  1  Judnai  Raid  (I1-J0 
lavt.  4  ran.  &.  S.  J  Barclay.  Tote-  £280  DF 
£5 JO.  CSF  £1048. 

320  (2m  801  1.  Coteto  BanAo*s  IU 
Motuney.  6-4).  2-  SaaYhgna  (73).  3.  Niov 
Solera  |W  ter).  4  ran  8L  nk  J  Berry  Tore 
£220.  DF;£26tt  CSF-  £6  49 
Ptacteoc  Eisam.  Ouadpoc  2114.10. 

□  Tha  mwoing  ai  SoMImwA  wo*  «a8«f  te 
bacauie  ql  tog. 


1  .40  HENRIETTA  OUGHT  50m  BIRTHDAY  NOVICES 
HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£3.129:  2m  2f)  (11) 

J  P3-2  SUPR3IE  SENOIW 11  |W5)J0M  7-11-10  .  . .  6l|pu>  93 

2  IB-1  SOUNDS  UKE  FUN  61  (F.6)  Ma  H  Wgi«  5-11-8  J  Olfeme  90 

3  FS-3  FABULOUS  MT0TD  6  M  Sateen  6-1 1-3  M  A  FtogmM  92 

4  256  ABOVE  TIC  CUT  Z7CMa(ixl  4-11-1 . AMagunr  97 

5  RiSG  WHNOW 2$ ATund 6-10-2. .  . . . LHjney  98 

6  UU-6  COOL GUNN8L 29 J rdng 6-10-0 . -  .  CMateK 

7  0U8-  TUDBI TDVM  Z75  K  BEftcp  8-10-0  ...  .  SBUTUI0D  & 

8  103  TAP  SHOES  15  R  B*a  6-1IH) . .  BPted  97 

9  44Q  BLAZING  MRACLE  31  Mrs  R  Hendwan  410-0.  D  SMar  15)  98 

10  FOP  PFDHCE  OF  PREY  11  N  HateS- 1D-0 - S  McNeil  - 

11  0041  ADS1  PHNGE  12  N  Ayfcfe  5-10-0  CODwyw- 

7-4  5an&lieFai.  2-1  Srpiau  Gasan.  S-1  Ftodac  itoto.  10- 1  TapShee^ 
12-1  Wmra..  14-1  Mxxe  Ire  Co.  Coal  Goan.  16-1  own 


2.10  SCOTTISH  EQUITABLE  /  JOCKEYS  ASSOCI¬ 
ATION  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (Qualifier:  £3.590: 2m  20  (7) 

1  1B&-  SLEW  MAN  630  IS)  II  P*e  5-11-10 .  C  Mma  - 

2  1-43  KHALU  11  (T.&5)  Cl  GmtoBo  7-11-3.  Sepbto  UBchel  (5)  95 

3  Fl-P  DECDE YOUBsaJ'  198 IF) T T-JonB 6-10-11  _  MARzoaoU  S 

4  01 P-  SFW6SAHT291  C0« lira C Hnrtor 7-10-11  —  G Upon  95 

5  no-  BELL  Ott  398  (CJ)  A  Own  MO-ID .  SUOMI  94 

E  4-1P  EDSEMOORPIWCE 33 (CfJPHetts 5-1041  .  Altagun  98 
7  Sin  ROAD  TO  AUB09  20  (CAR  Bator  8-100 - BPmaS  85 

114  U^BTfXf  Ptw.  3-J  SJ»  Usd.  9^  <IbLA  5-1  Drodr  TnraJJ  7-1  £rt 
Cr*  9-1  Pad  Tn  An  Bon.  12- 1  Spring  Sasl 


2.40  QNMBOURG  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4.867  2m  71 110yd)  (7) 

1  644  0ATB  REGRETS  43  (BF/.S)  Ms:  H  IWgtB  8-12-0  J  ftstome  91 

2  M3-  StKJY BAY 244 (Gj) P todc#*.  10-11-9  -PMdn9t 

3  033  D0U  SAABXSUJ  29  (B5)  M Hpe 5-11-3  _  CUteto  99 

£  -F31  DUtALLON  LODGE  20  (F.B5)  C  Eaw4  9-10-13.  BFerdGa  83 
i  122-  FULL  OF  HRE  242 IF5)  L  Btel  9-10-11  ..  COUwytrJJ 
E  LSI  SHBaSB  UGHT  32  (G.S)  D  notten  7-10-6 —  A  Kagtst  B 
7  F44 /  BASTS?  JDLS0N  729  (F.G)  N  Hendovm  8-1D-5  M  A  Ragsaid  - 

9-i  Srang  UpL  4-1  One  Bagret  9-?  DitaDai  Ledge.  5-1  fid  ffl  Fir?  6-1 

Dm  SJrcrra  3-*.  Smtoy  89  16-1  Kjdn  Jcfcai 


3.10  HDECHST  ROUSSEL  PANACUR  EBF  MARES 

ONLY  NATIONAL  HUNT  N0VKES  HUffiLE 

(Qielifer:  £3.632. 2m  3f  110yd)  (19) 

:  01-}  GAYE  FAMES  ®Ktetof5-H-3—  -  -  CODwyer  S 
?  306-  BONTA  BUKBCY  22S  G  Btfftng  6-10-10.  BCtolonl  87 

3  0-  221 P tote 5-10-10 .  GTtnney  - 

4  425-  COWRY SIY|£234Pf)RAfear M0-10  PHeteyp)  - 

5  000-  HRIHRY 1DWN  Z73  A  tone  6-UJ-10 - SMdtei  - 

6  BOP  DOLCE N0TTC 15 U Pipe 6-18-10  - CMWto  - 

7  ROOtAC  TO  FACTS  Ntorteae  5-10-10  H  A  FtzgeaM  - 

E  PSP  GKSI  MAID  9  U  tee  B- 10-10 - G  Supple  (7)  - 

9  HALF  MOON  WLRFroa  4 10-10.  .  Ur  AHnUEWUBi  - 
16  06PP  IX1Y  TO  FftiY  12  IfesEKMfl  5-10-10  ..  —  6  Upton  - 

11  DBP  UOONUCMTBl  35  CJtofcte  6-10-10  _  ..  0  Bams  (5)  B7 

12  {F-0  0  UY  LOVE  21  Hr  H  U4F8  5-10-10  .  .  .  .  JOstare  74 

13  0  PHARMHIffl* 43 GSteng 410-10  .  TJUuphy  - 

1C  34C  fWBl  BAV 21  Has H hnigtf  5-10-10  Btettu  98 

15  33-4  ROYAL  RULER  23  (BR  J  SAM  5- 10-10 -  .  Pttde  - 

16  P  SOLAS  DREAM  35  6  nan  7- 10-1 D -  SBonotto- 

17  0  V»ISEli21llBudiaMIH0 _ _  .  0  Powel  - 

18  DW  m OR  153 IH«b 5-10-10 . DwtoTl*l«l(7)  - 

r-4  Pjwr  Bay.  5-1  Sajr  fane.  7-T  hddtarg  Ite  Face.  6-1  thqri  Bria.  12-1 
Da*  Mar.  14-1  Sega  Mrs  i&-i  uim 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAtetS:  Iks  H  Ragtl  30  wnen  tan  BB  none,  34.19k.  M  Pipe. 
73  baa  277. 26  «.  N  Heodersne,  6  Irani  S3. 26.1%:  A  Dm.  6  tom 
26. 231%.  P  Hflto.  23  Mm  123. 18.7%.  A  Wry.  9  tom  50. 180%. 
JOCKEYS:  J  Ostane,  20  wms  Irani  77  ridex,  2SO%.  M  A  fferaeald. 
17  eon  105. 162%.  L  Haney.  9  Iran  61  M  JV  P  Hertey.  3  torn  22, 
13  6%-  C  Maude.?'  tan  66. 10  8%.  S  IttfetL  7  tan  66. 106% 


1 .20  CATTERICK  CLUB  1997  JOIN  UP  NOW 
AMATBIR  RIDERS  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.120: 2m  31)  (12) 

1  26-3  SUDOCri  SPM  14  |C£S)  J  Noruo  6-12-0  U  H  NaogUon  (5) 

2  F4PD  RAT  TOP  7  (S)  UW  Eetntn  5-11-9 .  UWatson(7) 

3  1121  FAWIEY  FLYER  14  (FAS)  (0)  W  G  M  loner  7-11-5 

EMtog»<7) 

4  4P-4  DUKE  OF  PBOH  7  (S)JJi3«boo  5-11-4..  Miss  P  Joses  (5) 

5  6-32  TALL  MEASURE  33  (B.F)  D  SmOatud  10-11-0 

DSwnldirsH7) 

6  0F-G  GYUCRAK  SOVEREIGN  11  (G5)  9  Ewns  8-10-12 

UssCEwnsfT) 

7  040  TTOTAire  COMET  1B2(GAJ  l  tarn  9-1D-7  R  Hsto  (5) 

8  5M  FBV1F  SATELLITE  14  Mr  J  feuwn  5-10-7  tte  P  Redan  |S) 

9  013-  HCH PENHDWE 329 (F) J (kwn 3-10-3. .  .  CBemrP) 

10  060  CULiM  CAPER  X  1  Hratm  4-10-3  .  LfcS  R  Dart  (7) 

11  AW  SIQ  PAW  11  N  ByneB  7-10-0  .  ■  -  — -  _  P  Murray  (7) 

12  S-04  RLIBtSLAW  9  Mn  K  Un4i  410-0  .  .  tfesSLaito(7) 

5-2  Ddc  O  Urtl  3-1  Fatoey  Rib.  5-1  SaMcfl  Spin.  6-1  FW  Top  Id  Ueourt 
10-1  Fhgti  Peoiwfe  16-1  teen 


1 .50  GOOD  LUCK  PAUL  ALSTER  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3,179:  3m  11110yd)  (6) 

1  -41F  GEMS  LA0 14  ID/)  MnSSnte  9-11-5  .  .  R  Guest 

2  -40F  BROOWdLL  DUXER  fl  J  Joncan  6-10-12  - A  Dottel 

3  POO  aOtnOOC  LUCKY  8  JWada  6-10-12  .  KJares 

4  5F6-  DK9JN  CASTLE  228  (S)  L  Lwqn  B-1D-1?  ..  .  T  Reed 

5  -342  SHAWWELL  15  (F£)J  Drain*  9-10-12  ..  .  KJolmson 

6  -43F  T1CO GOUT  15 P Cnecdanitto 8-10-12  .  ..  ASSmfh 

15-8  Danin  tore.  5-2  tens  lx).  41  Ties  Goto.  5-1  Shamed.  3-1  ErocnUB 
DAT  16-1  CtamdB  Lud> 


2.20  RAFFYARD  HOUSE  SELLING  HURDLE 
(£1,943  2m31J|10) 

1  3054  ANORAK  14(F)  6  Itome  5-11-5  .  .  .  .  N  Maury  (7) 

:  0-2F  HJRETI0  21  IBFJF)  II  rtonnond  6-11-5  .  R  Gamy 

2  5-66  W A  MOMENT  12 (5)  C  Go« 5-11-5  .  ..  JCdU0ftan 

4  AM  THtttB  19  C)  Ato:  A  Swrtart  5-11-5  J  Sm*i 

5  -500  COOL  STEEL  7  Mis  J  Emm  410-12 . A  Dutton 

6  04*6  IffAVEHS  ABOVE  14  F  EA^*v  410-12  ..  .  K  Wtieton 

7  50  PHAR  EftoXIGH  12  J  FAzgoakl  4-10-12  .  -  -  PMwn 

6  604  RfflDn  THE  BHAW  14  JJaHnson  4-10-12  E  Cabgtan  (3) 
9  000  MS£0ttmi7  IV)  BHlcon  410-7  G  Cite 

ID  3600  NENAGH  GUMER  16  J  Own  6-10-7  .  .  - R  GoM 

94  Fitoffio.  3-1  Annli  6-1  PI*  bn*f>.  8-1  to  A  Mwotl  Heraji  Guww 
Batert  The  8tmr  12-1  tea* 


3.20  HUTTON  WANDESLEY  NOVICES  HANDICAP 
HURDl£  (£2,138. 2m)  (14) 

1  -061  LAST  TRY  25  (£fi.F|  8  Ruitiwril  5-12-0  ...  ASSnte 

2  -0P3  PAST UASTBt 5 5 Goflmp B-11-6 .  XGafe 

3  4740  tfGHLY  CHAIUM6  12  U  Bandaugli  4-11-6  MrAlMdto(7j 

4  433  BOYiCUFTE  B  r±s  AttougWoo  511-3 . MFoster 

5  300  DRSKAR  16  U  Dads  4-11-7  .  ...  _  R  Stymie 

6  4126  J0KAEM  48  ff)  tt*.  E  Stock  6-11-7  ..  .  K  Johnson 

7  6-30  APPEARANCE  MONEY  15  F  Morphy  5-11-0 

Ifes  EbaMh  Dade  (7) 

8  368  RAJK2RSL0ANE43ASMWi41D.il  ..  SLytzn(7) 

9  2405  5UATC  7  (D.B)  6  Mnre  410-10  .  .  NH«ay(7) 

10  0B>!  MAfU  BAY  32F  B  FBscn  7-10-6  .  .  _  .  G  Gate 

11  6006  mSeunnaM12HDUw5-!04.  VSafleij 

12  -065  EMHMUENTM.IAW 21  (B)Wltdtcown W0-3.  ADobtei 

13  W0  JARROW 16 Mn A NaugHsn 5-10-1  ...  .-Jkopie 

14  MR  AVnSlH  18  R  Cute  410-0 . Oilonis 

41  Lad  Try.  5-1  Bwdilfc.  6-1  Pad  testa  8-1  Dr  Edgar.  Mr  Swauoom.  10-1 
ifftaaifl  Itocy.  12-1  teen 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS:  A  Steels,  5  tenets  wen  1 1  rum:, ««,.  J  Quten.  6 
(ram  23, 36 1%:  J  fiugwid.  11  hnn  49, 22 «,  L  tinga,  8  bon  38. 
21.1%:  J  Norton,  3  fewn  15. 20  M;  S  SmHh,  7  hum  54, 13  0% 
JOCKEYS:  A  S5nteL  14  wmts  Iron  45  rides.  31 1%:  E  Cteaghar. 
6  hni  25. 24  0%;  P  Wren.  15  tarn  6£.  227%  R  GuesJ.  7  ftam  37. 
HA.  R  GarrtPy.  13  torn  SO.  163V  T  Retd.  11  from  75. 147V 
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FOOTBALL 


Southampton  seek 
‘feel-good’  factor 
in  Coca-Cola  Cup 


SOUTHAMPTON  and  West 
Ham  United  have  failed  to 
win  any  of  their  past  six  league 
matches  and  have  drifted  into 
the  nether  regions  of  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership.  Tonight, 
in  Coca-Cola  Cup  fourth 
round  replays  against  Oxford 
United  and  Stockport  County 
respectively,  their  discomfort 
could  continue. 

At  least  Southampton,  eigh¬ 
teenth  in  the  Premiership, 
have  home  advantage  against 
Oxford,  fifth  in  the  Nation¬ 
wide  League  first  division. 
They  should  be  reasonably 
fresh,  too.  having  spent  a 
week  training  in  Israel  trying 
to  recharge  distinctly  low 
batteries. 

Since  the  6-3  victory  against 
Manchester  United  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  and  a  subsequent  1-1  draw 
with  Sheffield  Wednesday, 
Southampton  have  lost  five 
successive  league  games,  in¬ 
cluding  the  7-1  humiliation 
away  to  Everton.  Graeme 
Souness.  the  manager,  feels 
that  success  this  evening  — 
and  a  place  in  the  quarter¬ 
finals.  against  West  Ham  or 
Stockport  —  could  kick-start 
their  season  back  to  Ji/e. 

“Oxford  are  playing  well  at 
the  moment,  we're  well  aware 
of  that,  but  perhaps  a  good 
result  will  give  us  the  boost  in 
confidence  we  need."  Souness 
said  yesterday.  “The  Premier¬ 
ship  remains  our  No  1  priori¬ 
ty.  but  a  nice  cup  run  always 
helps." 

Much  will  depend  on  the 
availability  of  Matthew  Le 
Tissier.  the  England  midfield 


By  Russell  Kemjpson 

player.  Injury  has  forced  him 
to  miss  Southampton’s  past 
four  matches,  including  the  1-1 
draw  at  the  Manor  Ground 
last  month,  and  he  will  have  a 
late  fitness  test  before  Souness 
decides  whether  to  select  him. 

Oxford’s  impressive  recent 
form  was  amply  illustrated  in 
their  4-1  home  win  against 
Sheffield  United  on  Saturday, 
in  which  Martin  Aldridge 
scored  a  first-half  hat-trick.  It 
was  at  a  cost,  though,  with 
only  eight  players  able  to  tTain 
on  Monday.  Darren  Purse, 
Phil  Gilchrist.  Martin  Gray 
and  David  Smith  were  among 
the  casualties,  but  should 
recover  in  time  to  play  at  The 
Dell. 

“Our  first-half  display 
against  Sheffield  was  out¬ 
standing."  Denis  Smith,  the 
Oxford  manager,  said.  “You 
can't  get  a'  lot  better  than 
that  and.  hopefully,  we  can 


Le  Tissier:  fitness  test 


reproduce  it  against  South¬ 
ampton." 

West  Ham  face  a  similarly 
awkward  task  against  Stock- 
port  at  Edgeley  Park,  die 
teams  having  drawn  1-1  at 
Upton  Park  in  the  initial 
meeting.  “It’s  ail  about  having 
the  right  approach."  Frank 
Lampard,  the  West  Ham  as¬ 
sistant  manager,  said.  “You 
know  what  you're  in  for  before 
you  even  get  there. 

“Stockport  will  be  geared  up 
for  a  battle  and  we've  got  to 
cope  with  it  Skill-wise,  we 
should  be  the  better  side,  but 
we’ve  got  to  match  them  for 
aggression  and  enthusiasm.  If 
we  get  past  them,  then  you  can 
already  smell  Wembley." 

West  Ham’s  seemingly  end¬ 
less  injury  problems  appear  to 
be  easing,  with  long-term 
absentees.  Steve  Jones  and 
Danny  Williamson,  nearing 
full  fitness  again.  Hugo 
Porfirio.  the  Portuguese  strik¬ 
er,  is  on  the  mend,  too,  and 
may  return  tonighr. 

Stockport,  sixth  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  division,  drew  0-0  against 
Peterborough  United  on  Sat¬ 
urday.  the  first  time  they  have 
failed  to  score  in  24  matches. 
They  have  already  beaten 
Premiership  opponents  in  the 
Coca-Cola  Cup  this  season, 
winning  1-0  against  Black¬ 
burn  Rovers  in  a  third  round 
tie  at  Ewood  Park  in  October. 

“Most  people  will  expect  us 
to  get  beaten,  but  you  never 
know."  Brett  Angeli.  the  Stock- 
port  striker,  said.  “Well  give  it 
a  go  and  maybe  therell  be 
another  shock  result." 


Robson  has 
high  hopes 
for  Kinder 

BRYAN  ROBSON,  the  man¬ 
ager  of  Middlesbrough,  be¬ 
lieves  he  may  have  made  the 
first  step  towards  arresting  his 
team’s  slide  down  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership  table. 
After  an  impressive  week’s 
training  on  Teesside,  Robson 
is  planning  to  indude  Flav 
Kinder.  27,  three  times  the 
player  of  the  year  in  Slovakia, 
in  die  Middlesbrough  line-up 
in  the  reserve  team  fixture 
against  Port  Vale  tonight 
"He  could  be  a  good  one  for 
us  because  he’s  an  experienced 
international  and  a  left-footed 
player,  which  we  need  for 
balance."  Robson  said  yester¬ 
day.  Middlesbrough  hope  to 
receive  international  clear¬ 
ance  in  time  for  Kinder  to  play 
in  the  Ponlins  League  match 
at  the  Riverside  Stadium. 

“He’S  looked  good  on  the 
ball  in  training,  now  we  want 
to  see  him  in  a  game,”  Robson 
said.  Emerson  will  also 
appear  in  the  match,  in  an 
attempt  to  improve  his  fitness, 
alongside  Fabinho.  playing 
his  first  match  for  the  dub. 

□  Ruud  Gullit,  the  Chelsea 
manager,  is  preparing  a  bid 
for  Lou  Cavaco,  22.  the  Stock- 
port  County  striker.  Guilit  has 
had  Cavaco  watched  three 
times  since  he  forced  his  way 
into  County’s  first  team  this 
season,  although  he  has 
played  only  ten  senior  games. 


Bums  demands  end 
to  Celtic  disputes 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


FACED  with  the  prospect  of 
Celtic’s  puiuit  of  Rangers  at 
the  top  of  the  Bell’s  Scottish 
League  premier  division  col¬ 
lapsing  long  before  the  end  of 
winter.  Tommy  Bums  yester¬ 
day  demanded  an  end  to  the 
“anarchy”  that  has  enveloped 
Parkhead  of  late.  As  he  did  so. 
the  Celtic  manager  pointedly 
complained  that  Pierre  van 
Hooijdonk  is  not  helping  mo¬ 
rale  at  the  dub. 

Van  Hooijdonk.  who  is 
wrangling  over  his  contract 
and  his  long-term  future  at 
Celtic,  developed  a  groin 
strain  somewhere  between 
being  an  unused  substitute  for 
Holland  against  Belgium  in  a 
World  Cup  qualifying  match 
in  Brussels  on  Saturday  and 
Celtic’s  Barrowfield  training 
ground  yesterday  morning 
and  is  rated  an  unlikely  starter 
for  the  visit  to  Dunfermline 
tonight. 

“The  last  I  saw  him  he  had 
an  ice-pack  on  his  groin  in  the 
dressing-room."  Bums  said  of 
his  errant  striker,  adding  that 
he  was  happy  to  postpone 
talks  with  the  player  until  the 
end  of  the  season  so  that  the 
dub  can  concentrate  on  its 
championship  challenge. 

“This  season  is  not  about 
Pierre  van  Hooijdonk,  it  is 
about  Celtic  Football  Club 
trying  to  win  a  championship. 
Most  certainly,  it  is  about 


competing  for  it  until  the.  last 
possible  moment  We  man¬ 
aged  that  last  season  and  want 
to  do  the  same  this  year  —  and 
go  one  better. 

“There  are  no  guarantees  of 
that  but  if  all  we  want  is  to 
fight  with  each  other,  shouting 
for  this  player  to  go  or  that 
player  to  go,  or  the  manager  to 
go,  it  just  causes  anarchy.  This 
is  a  vital  time  for  everyone  at 
Celtic.  For  myself,  the  rest  of 
the  management  the  players, 
but  most  importantly,  for  the 
supporters.  We  have  a  lot  of 
games  coming  up  and  I  need 
everyone  to  stick  together.” 

Phil  O'Donnell,  the  midfield 
player,  is  ready  to  return  for 
Celtic  after  playing  only  two 
matches  this  season,  against 
Kosice  and  Aberdeen,  in  early 
August.  He  then  suffered  a 
thigh  problem,  but  has  played 
three  comeback  matches  with 
the  reserves. 

“We’ve  taken  our  time 
bringing  him  back,  but  Phil 
will  be  involved  and  it  is  a 
huge  boost"  Bums  said.  “He 
can  be  such  an  influential 
player  for  us  and  we  all  look 
forward  to  him  coming  bade." 
□  Dundee  United  are  To  push 
ahead  with  work  to  increase 
the  capacity  of  Tannadice 
from  the  present  1X608  limit  to 
14X00.  United  are  to.  extend 
the  existing  South  Stand  at  a 
cost  of  more  than  £1  million. 
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BORlAWlAIBgnE 


Helnz-Harald  Frentzen  and  the  Williams  team  conduct  business  as  usual  during  testing  at  the  Castdlet  circuit  in  southern  France  yesterday 

Mosley  hints  at  cancellation  of  races 


By  Oliver  Holt 

MAX  MOSLEY,  the  president 
of  the  FLA.  the  international 
motor  sport  federation,  last 
night  issued  a  veiled  warning 
to  the  Italian  motor  racing 
authorities  that  both  grands 
prix  scheduled  to  take  place  in 
the  country  next  season  could 
be  cancelled  because  of  the 
manslaughter  charges  arising 
from  the  death  of  Ayrton 
Senna  at  Imola  in  May  1994. 

.  Frank  Williams,  die  Wil¬ 
liams  team  owner,  and  two 
members  of  the  team  are  due 
to  appear  before  a  judge  in 
Imola  on  February  20  next 


year,  but  Mosley  concentrated 
on  the  difficulties  that  may 
arise  because  the  same  charge 
has  been  levelled  at  an  FIA 
official.  Roland  Bruinseraede. 
who  was  the  race  director  at 
Formula  One  events  that 
season. 

Mosley  insisted  that  neither 
the  Formula  One  world  cham¬ 
pionship  nor  the  world  rally 
championship  would  be  affect¬ 
ed  by  the  legal  action.  “This  is 
a  uniquely  Italian  problem 
requiring  a  uniquely  Italian 
solution,"  he  said.  However, 
he  hinted  that,  if  necessary, 
the  San  Marino  and  Italian 
grands  prix,  at  Imola  and 


Monza  respectively,  would  be 
cancelled  if  the  position  of  the 
Italian  legal  system  tin  acci¬ 
dental  deaths  during  races 
was  not  clarified  before  the 
start  of  the  new  season,  in 
Australia  on  March  9. 

Mosley,  who  has  an  out¬ 
standing  reputation  as  a  bar¬ 
rister,  said  that  “the  best  legal 
.  advice”  given  to  the  FIA  was 
that  the  six  people  charged 
with  manslaughter,  including 
Patrick  Head,  the  Williams 
technical  director,  and  Adrian 
Newey,  the  team’s  chief  de¬ 
signer.  would  be  acquitted. 

“More  substantial  is  the 
difficulty  the  FIA  now  faces  in 


persuading  international  offic¬ 
ials  to  carry  out  their  functions 
at  Italian  events,"  Mosley 
said.  “The  presence  of  interna¬ 
tional  officials  is  essential  if  a 
race  or  rally  is  to  form  part  of 
an  international  champion¬ 
ship.  There  may  also  be  diffi¬ 
culty  persuading  competitors 
from  outside  Italy  to 
participate." 

Bemie  Ecclestone,  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Formula  One 
Constructors*  Association, 
added  his  voice  to  the  general 
indignation  that  has  been 
prompted  within  the  sport 
“To  accuse  somebody  of  negli¬ 
gence  is  nonsense.”  he  said.  “If 


CRICKET 


West  Indies  discover  their  fire 


WEST  INDIES  revived  their 
flagging  tour  in  Australia 
with  a  seven- wicket  victory 
over  Pakistan  in  the  World 
Series  one-day  international 
in  Adelaide  yesterday.  Pflio- 
ried  for  their  inept  perfor¬ 
mances  after  losing  nine 
matches.  Courtney  Walsh’s 
touring  team  bounced  back, 
bowling  out  the  Pakistanis  for 
176  and  hitting  177  for  three, 
with  83  balls  to  spare. 

West  Indies  had  been  la¬ 
belled  the  worst  team  from 
the  Caribbean  to  tour  Austra¬ 
lia,  yet  after  improved  dis¬ 
plays  from  two  key  men, 
Brian  Lara  and  Curtly  Am¬ 
brose.  plus  an  audacious  86 
off  78  balls  from  Junior  Mur¬ 
ray.  the  man  of  (he  match. 
West  Indies  began  to  look  like 
their  old  selves. 

A  career-best  five  for  37 
from  Jimmy  Adams,  the  spin 
bowler,  set  West  Indies  on 
track  to  a  victory  made  easier 
by  the  swashbuckling  knock 


of  Murray,  playing  as  a 
makeshift  opener. 

Murray,  together  with 
Sherwin  Campbell  (24)  hit  69 
off  84  balls  before  Campbell 
was  dismissed  by  Mushtaq 
Ahmed.  Walsh,  without  a  win 
from  two  Test  and  two  one- 
day  matches  against  Australia 
on  (his  tour,  was  encouraged 
by  the  return  to  form  of  his 
strike  bowler.  Ambrose,  who 
took  two  for  16,  and  his 
leading  batsman,  Lara,  who 
hit  the  winning  runs  to  finish 
31  not  ouL 

Ambrose  was  attempting  to 
rediscover  the  fire  that  made 
him  one  of  the  world’s  most 
feared  bowlers  and  Walsh 
rejected  criticism  that  the 
Antiguan  had  looked  disinter¬ 
ested  and  was  not  trying  on 
tour.  "He’s  been  bowling  well 
but  without  luck."  Walsh  said. 
He's  been  giving  it  bis  alL 
Today’s  a  happier  day.  We 
played  well  and  deserved  to 
win." 


Pakistan’s  highly-rated 
spin  attack  was  dealt  with 
severely  by  Murray  and,  later, 
Lara  with  Saqlain  Mushtaq. 
man  of  the  match  with  five 
wickets  against  Australia  on 
Sunday,  hit  for  43  from  five 
overs.  “I  was  very  impressed 
with  Lara's  innings.  There 
were  signs  his  confidence  was 
coming  bade,”  Walsh  said. 

Murray,  who  equalled  his 
highest  one-day  Internationa] 
score,  was  unlucky  to  be  given 
out  leg-before  to  Shahid 
Afridi,  who  also  claimed  the 
wicket  of  Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul  for  21. 

After  being  sent  in.  Paki¬ 
stan  had  their  confidence 
sapped  by  the  early  departure 
of  the  experienced  opener, 
Aamir  SohaO.  for  II  and  were 
restricted  by  a  tight  spell  from 
Ambrose  of  six  overs  for  six 
runs.  The  introduction  of 
Adams  had  them  struggling 
to  push  the  run-rate  past  15 
an  over. 


BOXING 


Lacklustre  Bowe  puts 
Lewis  bout  in  doubt 

By  Siukumar  Sen,  boxing  correspondent 


THE  proposed  bout  between 
Lennox  Lewis  and  Riddick 
Bowe  is  in  danger  of  being 
shelved  indefinitely.  While 
Lewis  wants  to  meet  Bowe.  it 
is  feared  that  Bowe*  dismal 
performance  and  win  on  a 
disqualification  over  Andrew 
Golota  last  weekend,  may 
have  affected  the  pay-per-view 
appeal  adversely. 

As  the  bout  depends  for  its 
money  on  pay-per-view,  the 
match  may  no  longer  be 
financially  viable.  Panos 
Etiades.  Lewis's  chief  negotia¬ 
tor,  said  yesterday:  “Lennox 
wants  to  fight. if  it  is  decent 
money.  But  if  pay-per-view 
interest  has  bun  killed,  then 
the  fighrs  dead  ” 

Lewis’s  plans  are  to  lift  the 
vacant  World  Boxing  Council 
title  against  Oliver  McCall  in 
February,  then  defend  it  in 


FOR  THEflECORD 


AMERICAN  FOOTBALL 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NFL):  Warn!  16 
BuBaio  14 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBA):  Boston 
91  MifwaukPG  107.  Toronto  92  Detroit  98: 
LA  Cfippare  122  Phoevt  121  (OTJ:  Saeta- 
mento  8 &  WasUngton  97 
7-UP  TROPHY:  OuaHar-final  draw: 
Thames  Vaitey  »  Cheater  Leicester  v 
Bamngham.  Laopanfc  v  London  T ewers. 
Worttang  v  Sheffield 

CRICKET  ~  ~~ 

World  Series 

West  Indies  v  Pakistan 

ADELAIDE  (West  tndas  wen  tossl  «asr 

Indies  oca]  Pafustan  bv  seven  metets 
PAKISTAN 

Aaron  Satviri  c  Adorns  b  Bonjamn  .  11 

Zstm  Baft  urn  oul . 51 

Ifaz  Ahmed  b  Ambrose  . . IS 

IneamanvuWaq  c  Chandmpflul 

b  Adams . 1 2 

Mohammad  Waswn  ton  b  Ambrose  .  37 
SnaW  AM  c  Campbet  b  Adams 3 
•Was™  Ateam  c  Hooper  b  Adams  3 
(Man  Khan  b  Adams  ..  ..  23 

Saqiatn  MusWaq  b  Adams  .  _ _ 6 

fctosbtaq  Amwd  run  out  ..  1 

Waoar  Yours  net  out  .  2 

Barasdia. »3)  . . 11 

ToCaS  (4S  <  ovhto) . 176 

FALL  OF  WICKETS.  1-21.  2-66.  343.  4-97. 
5-102. 6-105.  7-143,  6-163. 9-171 
BOWLING  Walsh  63-260:  Barjanwi  M- 
42-1 .  McLean  2-0-136.  Ambrose  9  *t-3- 16 
2-  Hooper  7-1-23-0;  Adams  10-0-375; 
Chenderpaui  4-0-13-0 

WEST  BBSS 

S  L  CarrpbeH  c  SohaJ  b  MusNaq . 24 

J  R  Mutray  tow  b  Shahid .  . 86 

S  ChandeffMiA  e  SohaH  b  Shafw  .. .  21 

BC Lara  notour .  . .  .  ..31 

CL  Hooper  nee  ad  ...  .  10 

EvD3Spb3.nbl.w1)  . 5 

Total  13  ota.  36 1  oners) _ _ 177 

FALL  OF  WICKETS.  1-69, 2-128. 3-137. 

J  C  Adams.  R  G  Semuda,  K  C  G  BMiamfei. 
NAM  McLean.  CEL  Ambrose  and  C 
MAean  *3  nol  &5L 

BOWLWG-  Waam  Atoun  5-127-0.  Waqar 
Younfe  66260;  Seqtom  Mushtao  5-6*60: 
Mushtaq  Ahmed  10042-1:  Shtfad  Atnd 
8.1-1-31-2:  Aw™r  Sana*  30-13-0 
ManWibe-malch.  J  R  Murray. 


Australia 
Patasan 
West  Indies  .. 


P  W  D  L  Pis 

3  2  0  1  4 

2  10  12 

3  10  2  2 


FOOTBALL 


Monday’s  late  rrario 
FA  CARLING  PHEMiHtSt-S*  Derby 
County  0  Ev«1wi  1 

T&JNENTS  SCOTTISH  CUP:  Rrat  round 
replays:  Forfar  4  Atoton  O.  Clyde  3  Iffjntfy  2 
SPALDING  CUP:  Quarter -finaL  Kittter- 
mnster  1  Rushdcn  and  Diamonds  0 
UNIBOND  LEAGUE:  President's  Cup: 
First  round.  Reptays:  Cunvn  Ashton  0 
Altralon  3  Unffila  Drat  tfvtsion  cup: 
Second  round:  Asrcon  1  Oroytewen  1. 
AVON  MSURANCE  COMBINATION:  First 
dNiatorr  Cardffl  City  1  Swtndor  Tmwi  1. 
Crystal  Palace  2  Lutan  Town  a.  Crystal 

Pataca  2  Luton  O,  Ipsnkdi  3  Etoetol  Cay  1: 
Watford  3  MSwal!  0.  CartDrt  I  Swindon  l 
PONTtNS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE:  Rest  Oh 
vtsion:  Leicester  t  West  Bromwich  4. 
WoNarianipfon  3  Huddersfield  l.  Second 
dteatorr.  Gartato  3  Mansfield  0. 


FA  UMBRO  TROPHY.  Third  quafifytng 
round  raptey:  Grantham  2  Buxton  1 
FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Second  round  replays: 
Southend  4  Rushden  and  Durronda  ft 
Wakwl  2  Manchester  4 
SCREWFBC  DIRECT  LEAGUE:  Premier 
dwKaore  Taunton  1  Tomngton  1 

GOLF 

SONY  WORLD  RANKINGS  (US  unless 
stated)  t.  G  Norman  (Aus|  10  TSpb 
average.  2.  T  Letmer  8 74-  3-  C 
MontgoTK-ne  {G&l  9  10:  4.  E  Els  ISA)  8  60 
5.  F  Gxipias  a  10. 6  N  FaJdo  (G8)  7  98.  7. 
P  Uktetsor,  7.77.  ft  M  Cte*  WapanJ  75ft 
9.  D  Love  Iff  753: 10.  M  O'Meara  7.12: 11.  C 
Pawn  694: 12.  s  strt*a  s  19;  13.  N  Price 
{&m  6 12. 14.  S  EftTFjtm  (Ajs)  5  M:  f  5.  S 
HOCh  (US)  544 

HOCKEY  ~ 

NEW  DELHI:  Indira  Gandtv  woman's 
Gold  Cup:  Ausftafa  6  ChnaJ.  Soutfr  Korea 
3  CTura  2  India  5  Russia  G 


BT  GLOBAL  CHALLENGE 
LATEST  POSITIONS 

Second  leg 

Rio  de  Janette  ‘ 

to  Wellington 

6,600  miles 


13.  Time  . 

A  Tide©  ; 


52-S 


12. 3Com  \ 

14. 

:  s  CourtEttidsM 

TosMa  .  8.  11.  Heath 

Warn  Nuclear  Insuredll 

2.  Waiter  Seethe-  O 

tS£JaJ  |  -  ©•  *2>  -1ft.  Ocean  Royer, 

o  7..Commerctel  Union 

T-  -  _  128VW 

GrouP« - -•  /  f  6.  Motorola  ’■*.  a  B 

54°S  -  ^  9-  Pause  to  Remember 

'  Concert  .  132*W 

3.  Global  134”W  Position  as  at 

Teamwork _ 136°W  1352GMT  yesterday 


53°S 


DISTANCE  TO  WELLINGTON:  T.  Group  4  2.oag  mOes.  2.  Saw  Tha  Chlrten  2.C50.  3. 
Global  Teamwork  2.099;  4.  Cancer?  2. 1 1ft  5.  Tostftu  Wjwj  Want*  2.124.  ft  Motorola  2.127. 
7,  Commercial  liner  2.107:  0.  Nuclear  Beane  2.196.  9.  Pause  To  Remember  2.211.  10. 
Ocsar  Rouyr  2J7S:  11.  Heath  Insured  II  2.285. 12. 3Ccm  2.374  13.  Tm*^  Tide  2.377. 14. 
CounaAdsVitemamnal  2.414. 


ICE  HOCKEY 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL):  Taroa  Bay  4 
Montreal  Z  Non  YoA.  Rangers  5  Halted  Z 
Now  Joney  S  Ca'gary  0 


SKIING 


MADONNA  EX  GWPKallO:  Men's  WWW 
Cup:  Sukxn:  1.  T  SykDTa  (Ausaa) 
146  473C.-C,  51*31  Irrtn  3750setr.  2.  A 
Tarts*  ai  (47  13.  5t  35)  1-38  4ft  3.  S 
Amfe2  IFrj  14647.  52.05)  108S2:  4.  S 
ydgkeffs  >Aus5uj  >46  «0.  5220)  138  60; 

5.  J  Xcm  Obvema/ 146  72. 52  06)  1 28.78; 

6.  A  tt «aw  (Steven^;  (4650.  5231) 
1-3881  IcotSng  World  Cup  positions: 
Overt*  1  h  Kr^iss  lAmttut  297p(s;  2 
S>*ora  232  3  K.  A  AamocS  (Not)  256  4.  tj 
Von  Gnjmjen  >9»Ci  331.  5.  S  Locfter 
(5twE)  215.  6.  C  Moya  (Austra)  207. 
Satan;  1 .  S,riy3* <1 2S0.  Z  T  St3rwasu»iQ« 
fAus&u; ) JO  equj!3.  J  SssnssnlNa} art 
Aarrod  132. 6  Kasr  lit; ft  Araz96 

TABLE  TENNIS 

TIANJIN.  (Sana-  ITTF  tour  finals;  Men 

Kero  Lrc^tji  (Chr-a!  bt  V  Smjannr  I  Seta) 
2113.  «-2f.  21-12.  21-18  Women:  Deng 
Yanng  (Omaj  WLi  ;rtr>na)  21-17.  21- 
17.25-23 


TENNIS 


OWEN'S  CLU&  Bntah  WTA  Christmas 
tournament  first  round.  J  Wood  jMddta- 
vtxi  bt  C  Wela  (A«n)  60.  6-0.  r  Bmtart 
(Wiadwei  btC  Shrerstate  tSimoyl  8-2. 60, 
H  Porter  (Scrk4h<ei  bt  I  Wye e  fOvtadrteroj 
7-5. 6-3.  N  Bmaufat.  fUdcfiesoil  tt  M  Gtarv 
rstor  (Hertf?rd5fw?|  63.  6-3:  L  Woodrafla 
/SwTuy) «  K  finen  f Esse* )  5-«.  6-2  J  '.WKs 
(NorthaipJensiwe)  bf  L  Smith  (Hsmpstw^j 
60.  frft  J  Hoamairc  iMOdteec  ts  R 
NaunMn-Mcrja-.  iSunpyi  6-ife-ft  F  Ream 
OAdtDeseji  bt  M  Banett  nflfitofTiir)  62  6-3: 
L  HeTOert  fHerflordsrjei  bt  K  Manley 
iBudry^utTOJcn  6-1.  6-2.  K  Wacdon 
fiWCshse)  bt  J  Kgenc  -YVurwctehue)  64. 6- 
3  H  Ua£m*3  (Betfifnei  bt  H  Manley 
(SuMoy  ftl.  6-1.  SLjdw  {Soman©!)  bf  C 
Smith  iHenfardsr.ire)  6-3.  61;  B  Snapos 
(Surrey)  01 E  Meresdan©  [MttSosejsj  60. 
3-6.  74:  L  Larwr  ftWdSsotl  H  A  Batran 
ft-fltrwe*  ?ft  6-2  6-1  E  Bond  (Gkxees- 
lersWia;  K  M  Bootti  'CJeshuel  60.  60. 
Quartar-finats:  Wood  tt  Barrett  61.  62 
Patter  bt  Smeulik  67. 7-ft  fra.  WbotMIe 
ta  WWlefri.  61  Hearn  bt  Hotfmain  6-2.  fr 
7  64:  NPaymlScailbi  Herbert 62. 67.fr 
4.  Manhcwsbi  Weedon  62  61,  Lyd-Xw.o 
Snapffs  sac  Bond  K  Lamer  60. 60 


TODAYS 


FOOTBALL 

Ke*-att  rsa  urtbss  sated 
■  denaes  atf- Deter  mafc* 

FA  Carting  Prantereh^j 
-  Shetl  'Wad  v  Man  UW  (7  45)  . .... 
Coca-Cola  Cup 
Fourth  round  replays 

*  Southampton  v  Oidord  Urd _ 

Stockport  v  West  Ham  [7  45)  . . 

Nationwide  League 
first  dMston 

Vtest  &txnwrch  v  Norwlcn  (7  45)  . 
Second  division 

M0wafl  v  Luton  17  451  .  _ 

BeiTs  Scottish  League 
Premta  cNvtaton 

DurtermCrte  v  Ceflc  {8.01  .  . 

first  division 

AinJne  v  St  Johnstone  .  . . 

Spaking  Cup 
Quarter-fraf 

Mmecambe  v  Sralybndge  {7.45} . . 


DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE:  Premier  c&- 
nsiOK  Neepori  AFC  v  CtxtOenham  (7  4S). 
Southern  dtviwon:  St  Leonards  v  Oarttad. 
UNBOND  LEAGUE  CUP:  Third  round: 
Knowsley  v  Great  Harwood.  UnfflU  Ibst 
ctetetonj^JSeeond  round:  Fareley 


CeKv! 


ndgePS 


GILBERT  LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Caersws 
w  Ccwnah-s  Quay:  Oemaes  Bay  v  Rhyf; 
Conwy  v  ftorthmadog:  Btbw  Vtfe  v 
Carmarthen  Town:  Holywn*  v  Caernarfon. 
Wefehpod  v  Ferry. 
uNuer  Sussex  county  league.- 
first  tfiwston;  Wo  Ooh  v  Wick. 

WINSTON  LEAD  KENT  LEAGUE:  First 
dMstav  Shtrjapey  v  Deai 
SCREWRX  DIRECT  LEAGUE:  Premier 
cSwtekm:  BrbOngton  v  Caine 
MWERVA  SOUTH  MIDLANDS:  0*BrferV 
McKenzie  premier  dmstat  cup:  Ouarter- 
flnab,  first  leg:  London  Cotooy  v  Artosey 
Town.  Brache  Sparta  v  Toddngton. 
NORTH  WEST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE: 
first  tfiwaion:  St  Hstons  v  Hofc«  OB  Boys 
BANKS'S  BREWBTY  LEAGUE:  Premier 
Avidotr  Stafford  T  v  WateaM  Wood 
Premier  dMeion  Isagua  cup:  Thfcd  rowtd: 
EtargsfuC  v  Btarmcr  a 


JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES 
LEAGUE’AtemtordMstorrSPdbuyResy 
Woodbrtd^s. 

JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE:  First  re¬ 
vision;  Tattoo  v  Lymtogton:  Chrbfchtrch  v 
Easttagh. 

NORTHS1N  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE: 
CUjx^ThW  round:  Haff  Hd  Rgre  v 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBMATION: 
first  dMston:  Boumemoeth  v  Queens  Parit 
Rargers:  Brighton  v  Ftortamoutti  {Zd}; 
&Mtal  Roiws  v  TaSortwm  (a>  ^tee  Town); 
Ncrwkdi  v  Chelsea:  Swansea  v  Charlton 
<20) 

POWTWS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE:  Pramtor 
ttetaion:  Loads  v  Manchester  United  (at 
Hattax  Town  FC.  70):  Tranmsre  v  NoUkig- 
hem  Forest  (7.C^  First  dhfatonc  AetonVda 
v  SheOeU  UnOed  (a  W&feafi  FC.  7.0); 
Btacfcpool  v  Coventry  (7.09:  Middeibiouqn 
v  Port  VNe  (7  0);  Sundertand  v  Prestonfal 
Durham  City  FC,  7X1).  Second  dMston: 
wtnhan  V  ftaturtiwii  (7.0);  York  v 
Shrewstouy  (70)  Third  dMstar  Post¬ 
poned:  Rochdale  v  Unooku  Cim:  Group 
two:  Barnsley  v  Scarborough  (73). 

FA  YOUTH  CUP.  Second  round  replay: 
OPR  v  Bristol  Rovea 


SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  En£bh  School* 
FaS  FSm  Trophy:  Fourth  round  replay: 
Oieeierfieid  v  test  R tang  (7.0).  FA 
Premier  League  Trophy.  Under-IB:  Dur¬ 
ham  v  Northtarberiend  HaittonMe 

v  Essex  (2.0);  Mddtasex  v  Irrar  London 
tijaq).  undeMft  r  - 

7.0).  London  Cr 
. (7-30)' 


RUGBY  UNION 
Kkn-off  7 JO 

Courage  Ciubs  Championship 
Firadlutalon 

Bristol  v  Lstoestar . . . . . 

T1PP-EX  COUNTY  CHAMPIONSWP: 
CarrOridgetfdre  v  SuHofc.  (at  SheOcrd); 
Essex  v  Notlolk  (at  Thurrock). 


OTHER  SPORT 
Oympto 


Qiamp- 


EQUESTRlArftSM; 
taWXps  (at  Olympiad 
ICE  HOCKEY:  Mefr  Olympic  orelifylnf 
match:  Greet  Britain  v  Switzerland  (at. 
ShBflWd,  7.30). 

SWIMMING:  ASA  naUorai  wtoeer  champ 
lortshto  (at  SheTteU). 


Saturday,  December  20 
Cocoon  Nb:  Ibauft  forecast 
FA  PREMIERSHIP 

1  Atsensi  v  A  Via 

2  Chei-seas  Shewed 

3  Cowrtry  ir  MtckRXO 

4  Demy  i»  BtacWun 

5  Everttn  v  Wmbtedai 

6  \jvxVa  »  Nonm  F 

7  Mjn  LRd  v  Lsods 

8  Neecasfia  v  ToBenhSml 

9  W  Ham  v  StrtMand  X 

FIRST  DIVISION 

10  Barnsley  v  Men  CHy  1 

11  BctoonvSeUfvnd  1 

12  Oflrffon  »  Wtfvn  X 

13  C  Palace  v  State  X 

14  Huddld  v  Ipsandr  2 

15  Norwich  vBtadtad  1 


ISOdordti  Rertng  1 
17  P  Vale  V  Portsmxati  2 
1 B  Shaft  Lttri  v  C&tfram  1 
19  Swindon  v  Grimsby  X 
£0  West  Bom  v  QPfl  2 
SECOND  DIVISION 

21  Btentteid  v  chesrra  1 

22  Brtstci  R  w  Mlarad  2 
23BtanloyvGaSngham  1 

24  Crewe  v  Soumemauti  1 

25  Uaonv  Wycombe  X 
SB  Notts  Co  v  Phmouh  2 

27  Potatxyo  v  Wreithan  1 

28  Preston  v  Brctoi  C  X 

29  Rotherham  v  Buty  2 

30  Shrewsbury  v  Yak  X 

31  Stodtpar  3  Wenad  T 
32'WafcallvBteKpooi  1 

TFffiDDtVJSJON 
33  Cokdtsaler  v  Fitfem  1 


34  Qaifington  v  Leyton  O  X 

35  Exeter  v  Codtff  2 

36  Hartfapod  v  Herefard  1 

37  Lincoln  w  Chester  2 

38  MarrirckJ  v  Doncasta  X 

39  Northampton  v  Bamai  1 

SCOTTISH  PREMER 

40  AbotSeeh  v  Kborrian  1 

41  Critic  v  Dmfenrtlne  1 

42  Heats  vMtfherwd  1 

43  KHmamock  v  Rangers  2 

44  RaBhv  Dundee  U  2 

SCOTTISH  HRST 


□RAWS:  ccswuL  Ytea  Ham.  Oarlnxi. 
Crystal  Palace.  Snffidon.  Lutn,  Preston. 
Shnastwy .  Datngton.  MmisfoU.  a  utnen 
BEST  DRAWS:  Ooritoa  Oystel  Priace. 
Prerion,  Shrewsbury.  Doteigton 


-45  Ainftev  Rank*  1 

40  Oydebank  v  St  Jaane2 

47  Dundee*  E  Rle  1 

48  Si  Mirren  »Falak  X 

49  SWig  *  G  Ltartan  1 

FIXED  ODDS:  Homes;  Ootaa.  Briton, 
ftotwadt  Burnley,  Hattepool  Arrays: 

Pwk  Rangers,  Chester.  Ranger* 
ftrag  Qydal  M ace,  -  9*swteay, 

Mngun. 


Wednesday,  January  1 
GoifMi)  No.  feOae,  forecast 
FAPREMERSHP 

1  AieenrivMffMwbre  1 

2  Chobea  w  Ltuopool  2 

3  COvortry  v  Sundertand  1 

4  Derby  v  Shril  Wed  X 

5  Lafcasser  v  Tocarhari  X 
SNeucasttevLeeds  1 
7SatonvWknbladon  X 
fl  Ylfest  Ham  v  Ncti'm  F  1 

FIRST  DIVISION 
9  Barraby  v  OUnm  1 
iPBimirvamvMaiCayX 
11  BritonvBradtord  1 
l2Cher*3n  vtoswKh  2 

13  C  Palace  v  Bearing  1 

14  fttddTd  irStote  2 

15  Nonafcti  v  PonsmouSi  1 

16  Oxford  vGrtroby  I 

DRAWS: 


17  P  Vrie  v  Soutfund  1 

18  Shelf  UUv  Wombs  X 
iBSwtoxivQPFt  X 

20  West  Brom  v  Trenmeral 

SECOND  DIVISION 

21  ftentfardv  Wycombe  1 

22  Bristol  Rvnwnorih  X 

23  Bumtoy  v  ChestTd  X 

24  Crews  2 

23  Luton  v  Bure  1 

»  Note  Go  *  Boutrfrtrth  2 
ZTPeartMrovWataid  1 

28  Pterion  vWmftvun  1 

29  Rethertwm  vGffgtanl 
^  Shrewsbury  vBtejte'1 1 
sistoriteonvYortf  1- 
32  WUsaS  v  Bnstol  C  2 


V 


THIRD  DMSfON 

33  Cotehastarv  Leyton  01 

34  Darflngtan  v  Cartsle  2 


ffi&astervBamet 
30  Hartlepool  v  Hril 
37  UKoinvffloan 
30  MaraMd  v  Friham 

39  North 'pKn  v  Cartffif 

scornsHPfenER- 

40  Dundee  UvAbarow 

41  Dirf  rrfcie  v  Rarih 

42  Htenien  v  Heerte 
d3  Motfwnrefl  Y  Kfimam' 

SCOTTISH  RR5T 
44  E  Rfa  V  ‘ 

45Ft*4kvi 
48  G  Morton  v  Sr  Mhm  ' 
47ArttavCfpfebanfc  . 
48  SI  JohnaRB  v  Dund 


LefccaSBT.  Southampton, 
-  AUd  used,  Sntenkn 
Bristol ftonffra.  ftjmtoy.  Braar.  Hbemta.  • 
gST  mmst  Derby,  Letcester.  BrieM 
Awes,  Bumtey.  Bteter . 


SCOTTISH  SECOM 
49  Ayr  V  Strerraer 

FUB3  ODDS:  HOfflBK  Arasnl.  NEMCE 
Pori  Vale.  Pwertmuph,  Ccfcheatar  An 
Liverpool.  Bomvnorih.  Carfiate.'  ft- 
Lriceater.  Burfiey.  Exriv. 

□  VmceWn^. 


K0 


a*' 


someone  had  cut  through  a 
brake  pipe  and  you  could 
prove  it  then  the  person 
responsible  wouid  have  been 
in  trouble  whatever  country  he 
was  in, 

“I  am  hoping  that  the  Ital¬ 
ian  Government  will  look  at 
their  law  and  bring  it  in  line 
with  other  countries.  It  is  not 
realistic  to  threaten  a  ban^KV 
motor  raring  in  Italy,  butTf 
Frank  Williams  was  found 
guilty  I  doubt  if  any  team 
would  want  to  go  there  and 
race  knowing  they  could  end 
up  in  die  nick." 

Legal  quirks,  page  12 


(i-: 


the  winner 
of  the  bout  between  Evander 
Holyfield  and  Mike  Tyson. 
Tyson  and  Holyfield  meet  in 
June.  The  Briton  would  con¬ 
sider  a  bout  with  Bowe  after 
that  t 

Eliades  said  he  did  noi 
expect  McCall’s  arrest  in 
Nashville  for  being  drunk  and 
disorderly  on  Sunday  to  affect 
his  appearance  at  a  press 
conference  in  New  York  to 
publicise  the  bout  with  Lewis. 
Eliades  also  did  not  think 
McCall’s  problems  with  the 
police  would  affect  his  world 
title  bout  with  Lewis  at  the 
Hilton  Las  Vegas  in  any  way- 
in  the  wings  is  Henry 
Akinwande,  of  Britain,  the 
World  Boxing  Organisation 
champion,  who  has  also  been 
waiting  to  meet  Lewis  should 
Lewis  beat  McCalL 


*4 


I!?3  ®®ffP^(D8cembar26and  Januay  tj  being  printed  over  Ihe  Christmas  hoWay period  v 
Because  of  the  homy  Christmas  post  punters  are  advised  to  submit  &!i  four  coupons  by  the  end  of  fhfeweek. 


ck^JLy6 


THE  TIMES  WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER  18 1996 


SPORT  41 


Manchester  plan  built  on  City  moving  home 


Manchester  City  will 
have  to  move  its 
home  games  from 
Maine  Road  to  the  proposed 
60,000-seat  stadium  in  East- 
lands  if  the  new  venue,  using 
£60  million  of  lottery  money,  is 
to  be  built  in  Manchester. 

As  a  total  of  £200  million 
was  yesterday  pledged  to¬ 
wards  three  facilities,  the  larg¬ 
est  payday  from  the 
Government  for  British  sport, 
Wembley  was  confirmed  as 
the  English  national  stadium 
and  will  receive  £120  million. 
,  A  new  swimming  complex  in 
Manchester  will  get  £20 
million. 

The  new  Wembley,  perhaps 
with  a  retractable  roof,  wfll 
.cost  ar  least  £230  million  and 
will  be  built  after  an  archrtec- 
tural  competition.  It  will  be  the 


centre  piece  of  the  bid  for  the 
2001  world  athletics  champi¬ 
onships.  2006  football  World 
Cup  and  possibly  the  Olympic 
Games  in  2008. 

Since  Wembley  Stadium 
over  the  past  five  years  has 
staged  annually  on  average  22 
sports  and  seven  entertain¬ 
ment  events,  it  is  already 
financially  viable.  Most  Eng¬ 
land  football  internationals, 
the  FA  Cup  and  league  cup 
finals  and  leading  rugby 
league  fixtures  will  continue  to 
be  held  there. .  ■ 

However,  Sir  Rodney  Walk¬ 
er,  the  English  Sports  Council 
chairman,  said  yesterday  that 
the  money  for  the  Manchester 
stadium  would  be  “conditional 


John  Goodbody  on  the  grounds  that  must  be  met  by  the 
multimillion  pound  development  of  English  stadiums 


an  a  long-term  programme  of 
use  of  that  stadium".  As  the 
Football  Association  will  only 


stage  in  Manchester  each  year 
a  maximum  of  one  interna¬ 
tional  and  .an  FA  Cup  semi¬ 
final,,  the  arena  for  60.000 
spectators  will  not  be  needed 
in  the  North  unless  City  uses 
the  ground  regularly  - 
Manchester  already  has  a 
55,000-seat  stadium  at  Old 
Traffbrd. 

Graham  Stringer,  the  lead¬ 
er  of  Manchester  City  Council, 
emphasised  yesterday  that, 
when  the  original  presentation 
was  made  for  Eastlands  to  be 
the  site  of  the  national  stadi¬ 
um,  Francis  Lee.  the  chairman 
of  Manchester  City,  was  part 
of  the  bidding  team. 


Although  Maine  Road  once 
held  84,569,  the  largest  crowd 
to  watch  an  English  club  game 
outside  Wembley,  it  now  has  a 
capacity  of  32344.  Despite  £19 
million  haring  been  spent  on 
rebuilding  there  since  the  Tay¬ 
lor  Report,  it  lacks  any  unify¬ 
ing  charm. 

Manchester  City  would 
dearly  consider  moving  bock 
from  Moss  Side  towards  its 
original  home  in  the  east  of  the 
city.  Much  will  depend  an 
whether  the  supporters  would 
welcome  the  move  and  also  on 
how  much  it  will  cost  City  to 
rent  the  stadium. 

The  Eastlands  site  has  al- 


RUGBY  UNION:  WELSH  OFFICIALS  IN  DISPUTE  OVER  PAYMENT  OF  MATCH  FEES 


Referees  threaten  to  strike 


By  David  Hands 
RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT 


WHILE  the  Rugby  Football 
Union’s  dispute  with  the  lead¬ 
ing  English  dubs  may  be 
grinding  towards  a  conclusion 
this  week,  the  Welsh  Rugby 
Union  (WRU)  has  given  a 
twist  to  the  problems  of  profes¬ 
sionalism  through  their  rqec- 
tion  of  claims  by  Welsh 
referees  which  now  threaten 
the  entire  club  league  pro¬ 
gramme  on  Saturday. 

The  Welsh  Society  of  Rugby 
Union  Referees  (WSRUR}  has 
declared  hs  intention  of  strik¬ 
ing  this  weekend  unless  the 
WRU  reconsiders  its  claim  to 
match  fees  backdated  to  Au¬ 
gust  31.  The  society  wants  this 


scale  applied  to  officials  han¬ 
dling  games  in  the  top  five 
divisions  of  the  league,  but  the 
WRU  is  willing  to  go  back 
only  so  far  as  December  L  and 
only  for  referees  handling  the 
top  two  divisions. 

"There  doesn’t  seem  enough 
time  left  to  solve  this  prob¬ 
lem,"  Hugh  Banfidd,  the 
WSRUR  secretary,  said. 
Banfidd  has  made  himself 
available  at  any  time  for  talks 
with  the  WRU,  but  has  been 
told  that  no  further  meetings 
are  planned.  "Ax  the  moment  I 
cannot  see  any  other  scenario 
but  for  us  to  withdraw  our 
services,"  he  said. 

If  no  agreement  can  be 
reached  by  today,  many  of 
Wales's  poorer  chibs  may  start 


COVENTRY,  who  are  push-  ■ 
ing  for  promotion  from  the 
second  division  of  the  Cour¬ 
age  Clubs  Championship, 
have  turned  down  the  propos¬ 
al  of  a  merger  from  Coventry 
City  Football  Club  and  will 
recommend  to  members  to¬ 
morrow  the  acceptance  of  an 
investment  from  Leander,  the 
property  group  (David  Hands 
writes). 

The  rugby  dub’s  general 
committee  was  dearly  disap¬ 
pointed  with  the  quality  of  the 
offer  from  Coventry  City, 
which  involved  the  sale  of  the 
rugby  ground  at  Coundon 
Road  and  relocation  to  a  site 
in  Earlsdon,  which  the  rugby 
dub  had  previously  explored 
and  found  inadequate.  How¬ 


ever,  Bryan  Richardson,  the 
Coventry  City  chairman,  ex¬ 
pressed  surprise  that  his 
dub's  offer  had  not  received  a 
fuller  hearing. 

Bedford  have  been  linked 
with  Rudolf  Straeuli  the  for¬ 
mer  South  Africa  flanker. 
Discussions  have  taken  place, 
but  it  is  feared  that  the  price- 
tag  an  Straeuli  is  too  high.  He 
was .  a.  member  of  South 
Africa's  World  Cup-winning 
squad  and  appeared'  as  a 
replacement  In  the  final  but, 
at  33,  he  has  only  a  limited 
future. 

Richmond  have  had  talks 
with  Rolando  Martin,  tire 
Argentina  flanker,  and 
Augustin  Pic  hot,  his-  col¬ 
league,  the  scrum  half  who 


iH  Sheehan  on  bridge 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 


When  the  dummy  has  a  long  side  suit  but  is  shore  in  trumps,  it  is 
frequently  the  right  defence  to  force  dummy  to  ruff.  This  is  a 
hand  from  the  English  trials.  Senior  and  I  were  West  and  East. 


Dealer  West 


East-West  game 


*KQ7 

v  — 

♦  A  J  tD  9  7  4 
*10873 


•  1085 
VAQ1076S 
*632 
*6 


mrM 


mm 


•  A 

VK0S43 

•  KQ8 

•  QJ42 


4 J  9  84  32 
VJ2 

•  5 

4AK9S 


Contract  Fhm  Spades  by  South 


Lead:  Six  of  ctub* 


Two  Hearts  was  a 
two".  The  first  tridc 
even,  jack  and  ace. 
r  played  a  diamond  to 
and  ruffed  a  diamond 
Maying  a  spade  to  the 
id  ace.  If  East  now 
i  club  and  declarer 
jw.  declarer  is  home, 
'est  ruffs,  declarer  will 
■a  entries  to  dummy  (a 
uff  and  the  queen  of 
to  establish  and  cash 


tually  managed  to 

out  (Senior  said  that 

?  too  long),  and  so  I 
a  heart,  attacking 
trumps.  After  this, 
best  chance  was  to 
the  diamonds  and 
[rump  f°  diunmy. 

find  them  2-2.  When 

ys  were  3-1.  *us1fe" 
chance  was  th* 
•re  3-2  with  East 


holding  the  queen  and  jack.  So 
he  played  a  dub  off  dummy, 
and  eventually  went  two 
down. 

At  the  other  table,  the  con¬ 
tract  was -Five  Spades  redou¬ 
bled.  West  led  hi s  singleton 
dub.  and  Graham  Kirby,  our 
team-mate,  played  on  trumps 
immediately-  East  won  and 
returned  the  two  of  dubs. 
West  ruffed  and  played  a 
diamond,  interpreting  East’s 
two  of  dubs  as  a  request  for 
the  lower-ranking  suit.  Now, 
Kirby  was  ahle  to  establish  the 
diamonds  and  make  the  con¬ 
tract.  A  heart  return  by  West 
after  his  dub  ruff  defeats  the 
contract  by  removing  an  entry 
to  dummy. 


□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  To  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in.  the  .Weekend 
section  cm  Saturday. 


— -I--Y  - - - 

Byptiftp  Howard 


i'* 

ese  warship 


richardine 

a.  An  apple 

b.  Heraldic  brown 

c.  A  troubador’s  song 

rebutter 

a.  Margarine 

b.  A  spare  tup 

c.  A  reply 

Answers  on  page  « 


cancelling  .arrangements  to 
travel  this  weekend,  to  save 
money.  The  wealthier  ones, 
such  as  Cardiff,  have  already 
made  inquiries  among  offici¬ 
als  to  try  to  ensure  that  their 
game  with  Swansea  will  go 
ahead  since  they  do  not  warn 
any  interruption  of  their  pro¬ 
gramme  before  their 
Heineken  Cup  semi-final  in 
Brive  on  January  5. 

No  referee' will  be  pressured 
into  obeying  the  strike  call  if 
the  society  decides  that  that 
courae  of  action  is  inevitable. 
“We  are  amateurs  at  the 
moment  and  we  have  told  all 
our  members  that,  if  they  wish 
to  referee  during  the  strike, 
they  may  do  so,"  Les  Beard, 
the  WSRUR  chairman,  said. 


He  added,  though,  that  the 
dispute  had  endured  for  IS 
months  and  the  society  was 
nor  inclined  to  back  dawn. 

“They  |the  WRU}  seem 
happy  enough  to  pay  £50.000 
for  another  director  of  coach¬ 
ing  while  new  development 
officers  are  being  offered 
£27,000  a  year."  he  said,  “but 
they  won’t  agree  to  pay  us 
£65340  for  a  full  season  of 
controlling  matches  from  divi¬ 
sions  one  to  five." 

Derek  Bevan,  the  leading 
Welsh  official,  who  handled 
the  1991  World  Cup  final  is 
among  those  prepared  to  take 
.  action. ‘If  the  referees  do  come 
out.  I  hope  ft  will  be  100  per 
cent,”  he  said. 

The  WRU  is  embattled  over 
ns  E4  million  sponsorship 
agreement  with  Reebok,  the 
leisurewear  company.  Lead¬ 
ing  players,  who  have  been 
told  that  they  must  wear  the 
company's  products  when  on 
national  squad  duty,  claim 
that  it  has  cut  across  existing 
individual  agreements  and 
Leigh  Davies,  the  Cardiff 
centre,  is  threatened  with  a 
fine  by  the  union  for  giving  a 
television  interview  while  in¬ 
appropriately  attired. 

Swansea  have  been  quick  to 
act  after  seeing  the  perfor¬ 
mance  at  St  Helen's  on  Satur¬ 
day  of  Joos  Joubert,  the  Natal 
centre,  during  the  A  interna¬ 
tional  between  Wales  and 
South  Africa.  They  spoke  with 
Joubert  before  he  returned 
home  and  will  contact  him  in 
the  new  year  to  see  if  he  is 
interested  in  joining  Swansea. 


missed  the  recent  tour 
because  of  Injury. 

Meanwhile.  Bristol  and 
Leicester  meet  this  evening  In 
the  first  division  match  post¬ 
poned  from  November  9.  with 
Leicester,  in  fourth,  bidding  to 
make  up 'ground  on  Bath, 
who  are  third,  having  played 
one  more  match.  Rob  Field 
keeps  his  place  at  lode  for 
Leicester  while  Matt  Poole 
recovers  fall  fitness,  but,  Mar¬ 
tin  Cony,  the  Bristol  captain, : 
remains  doubtful  because  of 
the  ankle  injury  dial  kept  him 
but  of  action  for  England  A 
last  week. 

Craig  Barrow  stands  by  to 
replace  Cony  for  Bristol  who 
need  a  win  to  carry  them  dear 
of  the  bottom  three  teams. 


Appeal  lost,  page  5 


Keene  on  chess 


By  Raymond  Keene 
CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 


Kramnik’s  brilliance 


After  his  loss  to  Ivanchuk  in 
the  fifth  round,  Vladimir 
Kramnik  struck  back  to  win 
the  best  game  of  the  Las 
Palmas  tournament  so  far. 
against  Viswanathan  An  and 
in  the  sixth.  After  a  complex 
tactical  sequence  in  the  open¬ 
ing.  Kramnik'  traded  in  his 
queen  for  rook  and  bishop  and 
a  powerful  passed  pawn  in  the 
centre.  Having  successfully 
evaded  Black's  attempts  to 
force  a  draw  by  perpetual 
check.  White  was  in  a  position 
to  force  the  promotion  of  his 
pasted  pawn.  The  game  pro¬ 
ved  a  pleasant  contrast  to  the 
aura  of  caution  and  high  mut¬ 
ual  respect  that  has  character¬ 
ised  many  other  games  in  this 
elite  competition. 

White:  Vladimir  Kramnik 
Black:  Viswanathan  Anand 
Las  Palmas,  December  1996 


14  NeS 
15.  Rb3 

16  d5 

17  axd5 
16  Nc6 
.19  BldS 

20  Bx!8 

21  Be7 

22  Rxdt 

23  Bh3 

24  BS 

25  Bb4 

26  Re7 

27  Rxd7 

28  B(Jd7 

29  d6 

30  Rd3 

31  Bxb5 

32  Kg? 

33  Kgl 

34  Kg2 

35  KI1 

36  Ke2 

37  Kfl 

38  Ke2 

39  Kdl 

40  43 

41  d7 


Bb4 

Rc8 

exd5 

Bd6 

Bxc6 

Ba4 

Bxdl 

Qc7 

Nd7 

h6 

b5 

Rd8 

QcA 

RwJ7 

QxM 

Oa4 

Oe4 

Oel  + 

Qe4+ 

Qe1  + 

Qe4  + 

Qh1  + 

Qe4+ 

Qh1  + 

Q64t 

Og4+ 

Qh3 

Black  resigns 


Diagram  of  final  position 


1  N13 

2  c4 

3  g3 

4  Bg2 

5  0-0 

6  Nc3 

7  Ral 

8  cxd5 

9  e4 

10  bxG3 

11  CM 

12  BU 

13  c»M 


English  Opening  - 


MS 

66 

Bb7 

06 

Ba7 

0-0 

d5 

Nxd5 

Nxe3 

c5 

Nd7 

®d4 

N46 

Crosstable  after  six 


□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on  chess 
Monday  to  Friday  in  Sport  and  in 
ihe  Weekend  section  on  Saturday. 

rounds  at  Las  Palmas 


Kasparov 

Ivanchuk 

Anand 

Karpov 

Kramnik 

Topalov 


0%  0 


X  X  X 

—  0  X 

1  —  X 

XX  X  — 

0  X-\  X 


X  X 
XX  1 


ftQ  X 
X  X 


IX  3» 

1  314 

X  3 
X  3 
X  3 


in  the  above  table,  i  represents  a  win,  X  a  draw  and  0  a  bss 


By  Raymond  Keene 


White  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Perez  —  Lee, 
correspondence.  1995.  White 
has  sacrificed  a  bishop  to 
weaken  the  black  king.  Can 
you  see  how  he  now  made  (he 
most  of  his  opponent's  lack  of 
king  protection  and  his  own 
active  pieces?  . 

Solution  on  page  42 


ready  been  cleared  and, 
because  a  main  venue  will  be 
needed  for  the  2002  Common¬ 
wealth  Gaines,  a  stadium 
must  be  built  there  for  the 
athletics  and  opening  and 
closing  ceremonies.  However, 
unless  Manchester  City  does 
give  a  commitment  for  use 
after  2002,  there  would  just  be 
an  athletics  stadium  with  a 
small  permanent  stand  and  a 
large  amount  of  temporary 
seating  for  the  duration  of  the 
Games. 

The  Manchester  swimming 
complex  is  more  feasible.  Ii 
will  be  situated  lh  miles  closer 
to  the  city  centre,  right  in  the 


middle  of  much  of  the  accom¬ 
modation  for  nearly  70.000 
students  and  staff  of  the  three 
unh-ersiries  in  the  city.  There 
will  be  plenty  of  public  use 
after  the  Games.  The  complex 
will  cost  £29  million. 

Wembley  now  has  to  look  at 
the  various  options  for  the 
stadium.  It  must  also  decide 
whether  to  build  the  venue  in 
stages  over  three  years  (when 
the  capacity  would  be  drasti¬ 
cally  curtailed]  or  to  knock 
down  the  existing  structure 
and  erect  a  new  arena  in  an 
estimated  three  years,  during 
which  time  events  such  as 
England  internationals  and 
the  FA  Cup  Final  would  be 
moved  elsewhere. 

The  twin  towers  will  be  kept 
and  there  will  be  a  new  access 
route  io  the  North  Circular 


Road.  The  shortfall  of  about 
£110  million  in  the  total  cost  of 
£230  million  will  come  from 
private  companies  and.  proba¬ 
bly,  from  football. 

Graham  Kelly,  the  FA  chief 
executive,  confirmed:  "In  prin¬ 
ciple.  football  will  be  an  inves¬ 
tor,  if,  of  course,  we  get  the 
right  deal.  The  Fa,  FA  Premier 
League  and  Fool  ball  League 
may  all  cunsider investments." 

A  retractable  roof  could, 
however,  cause  problems. 
Alan  Coppin.  the  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  Wembley  pic,  said:  "As 
the  Amsterdam  Arena  has 
shown,  there  are  enormous 
difficulties  in  hating  playable 
grass  pitches  with  a  retract¬ 
able  roof  and.  for  concerts, 
there  are  also  problems  with 
the  sound.  We  are  not  con¬ 
vinced  aboui  it  ~ 


Agassi  will 
return  to 
Davis  Cup 
action 


ANDRE  AGASSI  will  open 
his  tennis  season  in  1997  by 
making  his  first  appearance  in 
two  years  for  the  United  States 
Davis  Cup  team  when  it 
travels  to  Brazil  for  a  first- 
round  match  in  February. 
Agassi,  who  this  month  an¬ 
nounced  he  would  not  play  in 
the  Australian  Open  in  Janu¬ 
ary  so  that  he  could  rest,  made 
his  Iasi  cup  appearance  in  a 
1995  semi-final  against  Swe¬ 
den.  when  he  injured  his 
shoulder. 

Monica  Seles,  who  broke  a 
finger  at  an  exhibition  tourna¬ 
ment  two  weeks  ago.  has 
begun  practising  at  her  Flori¬ 
da  home  wearing  a  splint  in 
an  anempt  to  be  fit  to  defend 
her  Australian  Open  title. 


Defence  first 


Rugby  league:  Referees  will 
be  encou  raged  to  give  defences 
more  time  to  complete  tackles 
and  artacking  players  must 
have  both  arms  off  the  ground 
before  playing  the  ball  next 
season  in  an  anempt  to  slow 
the  game  and  give  defenders 
more  of  a  say. 

Other  changes  that  come 
imo  effect  on  January  25.  when 
professional  dubs  enter  the 
Silk  Cut  Challenge  Cup. 
include  the  zero  tackle,  apply¬ 
ing  to  all  tackles  after  the 
hand-over  regardless  of 
whether  the  ball  is  passed 
first,  and  a  rule  forbidding 
tackles  on  a  player  catching  a 
high  ball  until  both  his  feet  are 
an  the  ground. 


Rosset  for  Lola 


Motor  racing:  Lola,  the  Cam¬ 
bridge-based  Formula  One 
team,  yesterday  signed  Ricar¬ 
do  Rosset,  the  Brazilian  driv¬ 
er.  and  Vincenzo  Sospiri.  of 
Italy,  to  spearhead  their  grand 
prix  challenge  next  season. 
Rosset  was  dropped  by  TWR 
Arrows  when  they  signed 
Damon  Hill  the  world 
champion. 


Dolphins  splash 


Thomas  Sykora.  of  Austria,  won  his 
second  World  Cup  slalom  race  of  (be 
season  at  Madonna  Di  Campiglfo,  Italy, 
yesterday,  but  Alberto  Tomba,  in  front  of 
his  borne  supporters,  above,  snatched  the 
limelight  with  a  remarkable  second  place 
on  his  return  from  Injury.  Sykora,  who  has 
also  had  a  second  place  and  leads  the 
slalom  competition  after  three  races,  had 
an  official  combined  time  of  Imin  37.00sec 
on  the  resort's  Canal  one  Miraxnonti  piste. 
Tomba,  the  world  and  former  Olympic 
champion,  who  w31  be  30  tomorrow, 
docked  imin  3&4&scc  and  Sdiastien 
Anricz,  of  France,  who  fdl  heavily  m  the 
warm-up.  was  dose  behind  in  Imin 
3&52sec  Itwas  always  going  to  beTomba's 


day  regardless  of  the  outcome,  but  the 
result  was  much  more  than  even  the  most 
faithful  of  bis  followers  —  who  turned  oat 
in  force  with  klaxons  and  banners  — 
expected  of  him.  “After  the  American 
races,  when  there  were  not  so  many 
people,  it  was  a  real  boost  to  see  so  many 
here,  even  on  a  Tuesday,"  Tomba.  who 
watched  the  first  two  slaloms,  held  in  Park 
Cftyand  Brecfcenridge,  on  television,  said. 
Racing  for  the  first  lime  since  March, 
Tomba  was  eighth  after  the  first  leg  — 
Sykora  was  third  —  but  then  turned  up 
the  power  with  the  fastest  second  leg 
time  of  5135sec  He  caught  a  gate  in  the 
face  on  the  first  leg  and  was  slightly 
troubled  by  bruising  under  his  right  eye. 


American  football:  Joe 
Nedney  kicked  three  field 
goals  and  Dan  Marino  threw 
a  touchdown  pass  to  OJ 
McDuffie  as  Miami  Dolphins 
prevented  Buffalo  Bills  from 
clinching  a  play-off  place  with 
a  16-14  victory.  Buffalo’s  loss 
secured  the  AFC  East  title  for 
New  England  Patriots. 


Record  breaker 


Rowing:  Peter  Goodchild,  26, 
of  Vesta  Rowing  Club,  easily 
beat  the  six-day  sculling 
record  for  the  J  80-mile  trip 
from  Ledtiade.  Gloucester¬ 
shire.  to  the  Thames  Barrier 
when  he  arrived  at  his  destina¬ 
tion  yesterday.  less  than  three 
days  after  setting  off.  during 
which  he  was  actively  rowing 
for  34  hours. 


EQUESTRIANISM 


EXCLUSIVE  OFFER  THE  ^  TIMES 


Whitaker  leads  the 


revamped  parade 


Save  £2  on  China 
exhibition  tickets 


By  Jenny  MacArthur 


JOHN  WHITAKER,  the  high¬ 
est  ranked  British  rider,  and 
his  three  Olympic  team¬ 
mates.  Nick  Skelton,  Geoff 
Billington  and  Michael  Whit¬ 
aker,  head  the  home  entry  for 
the  25th  Olympia  Internation¬ 
al  Show  Jumping  Champion¬ 
ships.  which  begin  today  in 
The  Grand  Hall,  Olympia. 

The  show,  the  brainchild  of 
the  late  Raymond  Brooks- 
Ward.  is  set  for  a  bumper 
week.  Sponsorship  has  dou¬ 
bled:  the  prize-money  has 
been  increased  to  £220.000, 
the  BBC  which  ended  its 
nightly  broadcast  two  years 
ago,  is  returning  to  roer  the 
Volvo  World  Cup  qualifier  on 
Saturday  and  six  out  of  the  ten 
performances  are  already  sold 
out.  In  the  inaugural  year 
Brooks-Ward  went  out  into 
Kensington  High  Street  to 
give  away  rickets. 

The  show's  success  is  based 
on  a  mix  of  serious 
showjumping  and  fun  events. 
While  forerun,  the  flying 
Frenchman,  and  the  Shetland 
Ftiny  grand  national  help  to 
take  rare  of  the  latter,  the 

international  showjumpers 
taking  pan  include  Germa¬ 
ny's  two  Olympic  team  gold 
medal-winners,  Ludger 
Beerbaum.  winner  of  the 
Olympia  World  Cup  qualifier 
last  year,  and  Franks 
Sloorhaak,  the  world 
champion. 

The  Ireland  entry  includes 
Peter  Charles,  the  European 
champion.  Brazil  arc  sending 
Rodrigo  Pessoa.  the  Olympic 
team  bronze  medal-winning 
rider  whose  father.  Nelson, 
won  the  first  Olympia  Puis¬ 
sance  in  1972.  Jordan  have 
their  first  representative  at  the 


show  in  Princess  Haya  Bint 
Al-Husain,  the  daughter  of 
King  Husain.  The  powerful 
Dutch  contingent  is  led  by  Jos 
Lansink.  the  winner  of  the 
1994  World  Cup. 

John  Whitaker,  whose 
children  Robert  and  Louise 
compete  in  this  afternoon's 
PetpLan  Family  Pairs  Relay, 
has  never  won  the  Olympia 
qualifier  but,  with  two  on- 
form  horses  from  which  to 
choose,  he  could  be  Britain's 
best  hope.  He  will  ride  either 
Wei  ham.  on  which  he  won  the 
Berlin  qualifier  last  month 
and  was  runner-up  in  the 
Geneva  Grand  Prix  last  week¬ 
end,  or  Grannusch  who  won 
the  grand  prix  in  Maastricht 
three  weeks  ago. 

Whitaker,  who  is  joint  25th 
in  the  Western  League  —  from 
which  ihe  top  19  qualify  for  the 
World  Cup  final  in  April  — 
will  deride  between  the  two 
later  in  the  week.  Skelton,  the 
winner  of  the  World  Cup  last 
year,  has  no  doubts  aboui  his 
ride  for  Saturday.  He  will 
again  partner  Dollar  Girl  in 
an  attempt  to  reverse  last 
year's  result  when  Beerbaum 
relegated  him  to  second  place 
bv  one-hundreth  of  a  second. 

'Michael  Whitaker,  still 
without  his  two  top  horses 
Two  Step  and  Midnight  Mad¬ 
ness.  will  continue  his  part¬ 
nership  with  Ashley,  on 
■which  he  was  runner-up  in  the 
MilLstreet  Grand  Prix  in  Ire¬ 
land  last  month.  Billington's 
sights  are  set  on  tomorrow 
night's  inaugural  Vink  Christ¬ 
mas  Masters,  a  competition  in 
which  the  fences  —  and  the 
prize-money  —  are  raised  each 
round,  giving  a  maximum 
prize  of  E21.000. 


The  Times,  in  association  with  the  British  Museum,  gives 
you  the  opportunity  to  get  a  discount  off  the  price  of 
tickets  for  the  China  exhibition.  Instead  of  the  full  price  of 
£5,  Times  readers  am  buy  tickets  for  B  each. 

The  Mysteries  of  Ancient  China  is  the  first  major 
Chinese  exhibition  in  London  for  20  years.  It  indodes 
spectacular  new  discoveries  from  China’s  recently  exca¬ 
vated  royal  tombs  and  sacrificial  pits. 

All  you  have  to  do  is  present  the  voucher  below  at  the 
exhibition  ticket  kiosk  at  the  British  Museum.  A  timed 
ticketing  system  is  in  operation.  (For  further  information 
call  the  British  Museum  on  0171-323  8783.] 

You  can  use  the  advance  booking  system  for  which  a  £1 
.per  ticket  booking  fee  is  charged.  (You  will  still  save  U  by 
quoting  The  Times.)  Contact  First  Call  on  0171-420  0000. 
Please  bring  this  voucher  with  your  ticket. 


C  A  VF  THB*aft&TIMES  I 

V  JJi  EXHIBITION  VOUCHER  ! 


Mysteries  of  A  ncient  China.  | 
sponsored  by  The  Times  ■ 

This  voucher  entities  the  J 
bearer  to  buy  one  ucfcei  at  the  ■ 
discounted  price  of  E3.  ! 

BRITISH  I 
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Be  a  good  sport  and  laugh  with  the  best 

With  ihe  year  on  its  last  English  humour,  as  predictable  a  --  hilarious  but,  naturally,  we  need  that  is  untouched  fay  Iudiczousness.  kJlXV'lJ-1' 

knoddngs  and  the  new  year  focus  for  stock  humour  as  the  r  ::^WvllPftn|iCO  ^  ■j  Vinnie  Janes  to  paint  the  lily.  This  is  true  even  of  sport's  grimmest  #  ^ 

already  filled  with  talk  mother-in-law  jokes  of  the  panto-  The  old  pantomime  villain  of  sport  moments.  The  death  of  Ayrton  Senna  9 


With  the  year  on  its  last 
knoddngs  and  the  new  year 
already'  filled  with  talk 
about  the  televising  of  A  Dance  to  the 
Music  of  Time,  this  might  be  the  last 
moment  for  years  in  which  it  is 
intellectually  respectable  to  quote 
Anthony  Powell. 

Which  brings  us  to  Widmerpool's 
overcoat.  As  Powell  hands  us  this 
early  due  about  the  extraordinary 
nature  of  his  man.  he  explains  that 
this  singular  and  in-  ' 

appropriate  garment 
was  “recognised  al-  ‘Such 
most  immediately  as  a 
traditionally  ludicrous  2LFC  1 

aspect  of  everyday 
life".  A  perfect  phrase.  fori 

There  are  faint  ech- 
oes  of  pantomime,  of 
the  commedia  dell’arte  behind  Pow¬ 
ell's  Dance;  and  there  are  echoes  of 
pantomime  everywhere  in  sport 
Sport  fulfils  our  need  for  triumph 
and  disaster,  but  it  cannor  do  so 
without  also  becoming  a  traditionally 
ludicrous  aspect  of  everyday  life. 

It  is  a  poor  person  that  does  not 
enjoy  the  triumphs  and  disasters  of 
the  sporting  round;  in  the  same  way, 
it  is  perhaps  a  still  more  impover¬ 
ished  soul  that  fails  to  take  pleasure 
in  the  flagrantly  preposterous  nature 
of  sport. 

Take  the  England  cricket  team.  It 
has  become  one  of  those  staples  of 


‘Such  defeats 
are  treats 
for  us  all’ 


English  humour,  as  predictable  a 
focus  for  stock  humour  as  the 
mother-in-law  jokes  of  the  panto¬ 
mime  comic.  After  all,  the  England 
team  members  are  the  best  cricketers 
that  England  possess. 

Oh  no  they’re  not!  Oh  yes  they  are! 
And  that  last  response,  the  truth,  is 
the  best  and  cruellest  punch  tine. 
Amusing  enough  at  home,  abroad 
the  England  cricket  team  turns  into 
the  funniest  show  in  sport,  the 

_  humour  more  acute 

for  the  fact  that  the 
Ic fcatS  participants  seem  un¬ 

aware  of  it. 

■eatS  Look  behind  you. 

here  come  Mash  on  a- 
sail’  land!  Such  jokes  as 

England's  defeat  by 
this  mighty  cricketing 
entity  are  surely  the  lifeblood  of  sport. 
We  in  newspapers  do  our  best  to  add 
to  the  gaiety  by  listing  “England’s 
worst  ten  peformances  overseas": 
yes.  remember  defeat  by  Holland? 
Such  moments  are  treats  for  us  all 
and  need  to  be  recalled  every  once  in 
a  while,  for  the  simple  pleasure  of  it. 
Old  jokes  are,  after  all.  the  best  jokes. 

Rugby  union  has  ahvays  been  an 
area  rich  in  unconscious  humour. 
The  political  wranglings  of  the  post 
year  have  been  consistently  hilarious: 
how  splendid  of  the  chaps  to  cap  it  all 
with  a  memorable  match  against 
Argentina.  Which  of  us  did  nor  fed  a 


Midweek  View 


frisson  of  disappointment  when  Eng¬ 
land  spoilt  the  last  act  of  the  panto  by 
—  just  —  winning? 

Football  is  not  a  sport  to  spare  us 
low  comedy.  The  tale  of  Emerson  and 
his  wife's  extraordinary  preference 
for  the  Copa cabana  over  Teesside  has 
provided  much  pleasure.  Indeed,  the 
whole  Middlesbrough  saga  has  been 
full  of  delights. 

Wimbledon,  of  course,  have  long 
been  a  traditionally  ludicrous  aspect 
of  football  and  it  is  a  part  they  play 
for  all  they  are  worth.  Their  present 
dizzy  ranking  in  the  Premiership  is 


hilarious  but,  naturally,  we  need 
Vinnie  Jones  to  paint  the  lily. 

The  old  pantomime  villain  of  sport 
has  been  busy  hamming  up  his  own 
role.  His  latest  exploit  has  been  to 
insult  his  own  teammates,  a  nice 
move  when  team  spirit  and  Jones's 
leadership  are  die  best  things  Wim¬ 
bledon  have  going  for  them. 

The  thing  about  pantomime  is  that 
it  can  change  in'  a  moment  from 
ludicrous  menace  to  abjea  sentimen¬ 
tality.  So  now  we  have  _ 

Jones  back  in  his 
heart-of-gold  diamond  ‘Look, 

geezer  mode,  asking 
forgiveness  from  ev-  vmi  hf 
eryone  in  sight  Yes, 

Vinnie  is  a  reformed  Mashc 
character.  Again. 

There  is  also  a  tale 
doing  the  rounds  about  the  player 
who  went  to  Southampton  because 
the  manager,  Graeme  Sou  ness,  was 
swayed  by  a  telephoned  recommen¬ 
dation  from  George  Weah.  the  AC 
Milan  megastar,  no  less. 

Ali  Dia  got  a  game  as  a  sub  (far 
Matthew  Le  Ussier,  no  less},  but  has 
since  been  accused  of  being  an 
imposter,  along  with  the  telephoning 
pseudo- Weah-  Sou  ness  wears  his 
custard  pie  manfully  while  Dia  is 
protesting  his  innocence  —  and 
hoping  for  a  trial  with  Carlisle 
United. 

There  is  scarcely  an  aspect  of  sport 


‘Look  behind 
you,  here  come 
Mashonaland’ 


that  is  untouched  by  ludicrousness. 
This  is  true  even  of  sport's  grimmest 
moments.  The  death  of  Ayrton  Senna 
was  indeed  a  .dreadful  thing  but 
sport,  even  at  its  most  serious,  cannot 
altogether  dispense  with  its  burden  of 
preposterousness. 

.  So  tiie  Italian  legal  system  has 
landed  until  all  its  pomp  on  the  sport 
of  motor  racing.  The  territde  event  of 
tiie  crash  is  now  set  about  with  a  land 
of.  opera  buffa.  a  black  farce  of 

_ _  lawyers  arid  sporting 

.  millionaires  which  is 
iphinrl  the  more  painfully  ab- 

’ClilltU  surd  for  the  black 

p  mmp  honor  that  inspired  it 

CU,1UC  Pferhaps,  this  ' being 

laland’  the  pantomime  sear 

son,  this  column 
should  make  a  joke. 
What  is  black  and  brown  and  looks 
good  on  a  lawyer?  A  Dobermann. 

Ho.  ho.  Sport  is  glorious.' heart¬ 
lifting,  ennobling:  and  patently  ab¬ 
surd.  If  it  were  not  absurd,  we  would 
not  bother  with  iL  Sport  enriches  us, 
not  in  spite  of  but  because  of  its  utter 
triviality.  Sport  is  preposterous  or  it  is 
nothing. 

Those  who  cannot  see  the  glory  and 
tiie  delight  of  sport  are  Philistines. 
But  those  that  cannot  delight  in  sport 
as  a  traditionally  ludicrous  aspect  of  - 
everyday  life  are  worse.  They  lack 
humour  and  to  Jack  humour  is  to  lack 
humanity. 


Andrew  Longmore  on  a  Canadian  flavour  to  Britain’s  Olympic  bid 

Imports’  put  accent  on  national  pride 


It  will  surprise  football  supporters 
of  both  Wednesday  and  Man¬ 
chester  United  that  a  far  more 
significant  sporting  event  is  taking 
place  in  Sheffield  tonight  than  their 
meeting  in  the  FA  Carling  Premier¬ 
ship.  Just  down  the  road  from 
Hillsborough,  at  the  Sheffield  Arena, 
the  Great  Britain  ioe  hockey  team 
plays  Switzerland  in  a  qualifying 
match  for  the  1998  winter  Olympic 
Games  in  Nagano,  Japan. 

Victory  would  take  Britain  closer  to 
Olympic  participation  than  at  any 
time  in  the  past  40 years.  Britain  won 
the  gold  medal  60  years  ago,  but  last 

3uaJified  for  the  Games  in  1948.  Since 
ien,  the  sport*  stay  in  outer  dark¬ 
ness  has  been  broken  by  occasional 
new  dawns,  its  survival  sustained  — 
as  is  the  way  with  minority  sports  — 
by  the  fanatical  support  of  a  few.  who 
believe  that  an  all-consuming  nat¬ 
ional  passion  for  their  sport  is  just 
around  the  comer. 

However,  the  fact  that  the  best 
British  player  of  his  generation  will 
not  be  in  action  tonight  is  a  reflection 
of  how  little  the  game  has  moved  on 
in  the  past  30  years. 

Tony  Hand  has  not  represented  his 


MATTHEW  ASHTON 


country  for  two  years,  his  disillusion 
prompted  by  the  flood  of  Canadian 
players  swamping  the  game  at  dub 
and  international  level.  Of  the 
22-man  squad  that  has  taken  Britain 
to  the  verge  of  qualification,  only  a 
third  have  been  bom  and  raised  here. 
The  rest  are  dual  dtizens.  who  were 
either  bom  in  Britain  and  moved  to 
Canada  early  in  their  fives,  or  bom 
and  brought  up  in  Canada,  claiming 
a  place  cm  the  British  team  through 
their  parents’  nationality. 

“There  are  too  many  imported 
players,"  Hand  has  said.  “It  is  very 
hard  for  junior  players  to  come 
through  the  ranks,  arid  that  is  sad." 
But  while  Hand  can  understand  the 
need  for  dubs  in  the  newly-formed 
Superleague  to  buy  instant  success, 
he  feds  that  the  national  team  should 
mean  what  it  says. 

This  is  not  just  ice  hockey's 
problem,  of  course.  Lennox  Lewis 
was  bom  in  East  Ham,  but  moved  to 
Canada  in  childhood  before  return¬ 
ing  to  the  land  of  his  birth  to  box  for 
Britain.  Greg  Rusedski  qualified  to 
play  tennis  in  the  Davis  Cup  because 
his  mother  was  bom  in  Dewsbury 
and  he  had  lived  with  his  girlfriend  in 
PurJey  for  three  years.  But  when  the 


Hand,  left,  the  best  British  ice  hockey  player  of  his  generation,  has  not  represented  his  country  for  two  years  because  of  the  “overseas  players”  policy 


whole  national  team  speaks  with  a 
Canadian  accent,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  a  few  eyebrows  are  raised. 

Replying  to  criticism  levelled 
against  the  policy  by  Norman  de 
Mesquite.  ice  hockey  correspondent 
of  The  Times,  Peter  Woods,  the  Great 
Britain  coach,  wrote  in  the 
Basingstoke  Bison  programme:  “You 
do  not  have  any  concept  what  it 
means  to  be  committed  to  a  cause  and 
chase  a  dream.  1  was  bom  In  Canada, 
my  parents,  brother  and  sister  were 
all  bom  in  the  UK.  I  have  lived  in 
Europe  the  past  six  years  and  I’m 
extremely  proud  of  my  British  heri¬ 
tage-  I  get  shivers  when  I  hear  the 
national  anthem.  I  like  driving  on  the 


right-hand  side  of  the  road,  I  eat  fish 
and  chips  and  drink  afternoon  tea. 

“If  the  British  national  team  quali¬ 
fies  for  the  Nagano  Olympics,  it  will 
have  the  same  impact  that  Torvill 
and  Dean  had  on  the  explosion  of  ice 
skating." 

Should  Britain  beat  Switzerland 
and.  as  they  should,  qualify  for  one  of 
the  remaining  places  in  Nagano  by 
finishing  in  the  top  five  of  an  eight- 
team  elimination  tournament  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  the  benefits  to  the  sport  would 
extend  way  beyond  the  E500.000 
Olympic  grant  from  the  Sports 
Council. 

“You  can't  begin  to  wonder  how 
much  higher  the  profile  of  the  sport 


would  be  on  television  and  in  the 
press."  Joanne  Collins,  the  secretary 
of  ihe  Ice  Hockey  Players'  Associ¬ 
ation.  said. 

"We  could  set  up  a  proper  coaching 
structure,  pay  for  more  ioe  time  and 
develop  more  British  players.  Ideally, 
the  coach  would  like  to  play  with  a 
true  blue-blooded  British  team,  but 
that's  not  going  to  happen  in  the  next 
ten  years." 

Alex  Dam  pier,  the  Canadian-born 
dual  national  who  has  been  the  most 
successful  coach  in  British  ice  hockey 
over  the  past  20  years,  has  seen  the 
story  from  both  sides.  During  his 
time  as  coach  of  the  Britain  team,  he 
was  restricted  by  official  or  unofficial 


quotas  on  Canadian-born  players. 
He  has  also  been  instrumental  in  the 
development  of  the  best  of  the  British 
players,  from  Hand  to  David  Long- 
staff,  the  most  talented  of  the  new 
crop  of  homegrown  players. 

"Players  like  David  have  been 
stretched  by  hatting  to  compete  so 
much  harder  for  places,"  he  said. 
"Before,  they  were  almost  guaranteed 
a  place  in  a  dub  team  because  of  the 
restrictions  on  imports.  A  lot  of  the 
guys  on  the  national  team  were  born 
here  and  have  just  come  back,  so  I 
can  understand  why  they  get  angry 
about  the  criticism.  Some,  I  have  to 
say,  didn’t  know  Edinburgh  from 
Pittsburgh." 


WOR&-WATCH1NG 


Answers  from  page  41 
CARRAGEEN 

(b)  A  type  of  purplish-red,  edible  seaweed  found  in  the  North 
Atlantic,  and  used  for  making  soup  and  a  kind  of  blancmange, 
and  also  as  an  emulsifying  and  gelling  agent  Also  called  Irish 
moss.  “Yoti  have  excelled  yourself,  yet  again.  Hortense.  There  is 
no  other  description  for  your  surprise  podding  than  the  purest 
carrageen.” 

FREE 

(b)  A  meadow.  From  the  French prte.  Latin  pratum.  prata .  “In  a 
Writ  the  general!  shall  be  put  before  the  special!:  as  land  before 
pree.  pasture,  wood,  iuncaiy,  marish.  Ac." 

RICHARDINE 

(a)  A  kind  of  apple.  From  the  Old  French  ri chars,  elliptical  for 
pommes  de  Richard,  so  named,  according  to  Benoit,  from 
Richard.  Duke  of  Normandy.  “Grafte  the  graftes  of  an  apple 
tree  upon  a  sowre  peare  and  upon  the  Richardinc  apple  tree, 
and  you  shall  have  apples  of  a  yellow  or  straw  colour." 

REBUTTER 

(ri  In  law.  an  answer  made  by  a  defendant  to  rebut  a  plaintiffs 
surrejoinder.  "Of  all  the  several  Pleas,  Rebutters.  Surrebutters 
Ac  the  Public  were  made  Judges  by  the  Favour  of  the  Press." 


SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
I.  Qeb  NdS.  2,  Qf7+!  Njtf7: 3.  Nab  checkmate. 
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SAILING 


Depth 

(cm)  Conditions  Runs  to 

L  U  Piste  Oft/p  resort 


Wdather 
(5pm)  Last 
“C  snow 


ANDORRA 

Soldeu 

AUSTRIA 

Kfcbuhet 

( 

Mayrhoten 

Obergurgl 


FRANCE 

Avortaz 


Laflagne 

Tignes 

fTALY 

Cervinta 


30  150  good  varied  lair  lair  -1 

(Good  strong;  ail  pistes  open) 

10  40  fair  varied  tair  fine  2 

(Pisies  above  mef-stattons  sluing  well,  29  at  GO  Mis  open) 

5  70  good  varied  dosed  fine  32/12 

(AB  hits  and  runs  open,  generally  good  sting) 

70  170  good  varied  good  fair  0 

(Mary  good  pete  sluing;  firm  snowfl 
35  60  fair  varied  fair  sun  1 2/1  2 

(Same  icrfhard  patches  developing.  a£  fits  open) 

125  150  good  varied  good  (air  3 

(Gooa  skiing  on  rmsl  ptsies) 

80  120  good  varied  good  sun  2 

(Good  skiing  on  open  runsj 
90  200  good  varied  good  sun  -3 

(Graaf  pete  skang.  parfreuiarfy  above  1.300  metres) 

1 15  200  good  varied  good  sun  -7 

fSyparb  sting  conditions:  bright  sunshine! 


Storms  and  injury 
delay  Time  &  Tide 

By  Edward  Gorman,  sailing  correspondent 


Cervmta  120  250  good  crusty  good  sun  -3  I4ti2 

(Very  good  sting  on  weff-groomed  pistes) 

Cortina  20  90  good  varied  at  fine  2  13/12 

(Good  sting  on  pistes  above  1.500  metres;  firm  snow; 

Livigno  100  240  good  varied  good  fine  -1  14/12 

(Excellent  sting  cond/HansI 

SWITZERLAND 

C  Montana  100  170  good  varied  good  tair  3  13/12 

(Vd/y  good  skkng  on  majority  o!  open  pistes) 

Moran  60  120  good  varied  good  fine  0  14/12 

(All  lifts  open:  generally  axedtenf  sting) 

Wengen  40  100  good  varied  good  fans  3  14/12 

(Plenty  of  good  sting:  snow  heavy  low  down) 

Sauce.  Ski  Club  of  Great  Bnlato  L  -  lower  slopes:  U  -  upper,  art  -  artificial  | 


A  MEMBER  of  the  disabled 
crew  on  board  die  BT  Global 
Challenge  yacht.  Time  &  Tide. 
has  been  confined  to  his  bunk 
with  splints  on  his  leg  after  a 
fall  in  die  cockpit  as  the  boat 
was  being  swept  by  winds  of 
up  to  60  blots. 

Brendan  West,  an  amputee 
who  lost  a  leg  in  a  car  crash 
while  serving  with  the  Army 
in  Germany,  joined  the  race  in 
Rio  de' Janeiro  and  is  thought 
to  have  fallen  badly  on  Mon¬ 
day  when  another  crew  mem¬ 
ber  collided  with  him  in  the 
cockpit  His  good  leg  —  which 
was  rebuilt  using  metal  pins 
after  his  accident  in  1979  —  is 
now  causing  him  considerable 
pain  around  the  knee. 

Yesterday  Time  &  Tide. 
which  was  in  thirteenth  pos¬ 
ition.  was  due  to  rendezvous 
with  3Com ,  which  was  just  a 
few  miles  ahead  of  her,  so  that 
extra  painkillers  could  be 


transferred  to  keep  West  com¬ 
fortable  .until  he  arrives  in 
Wellington  in  about  two 
weeks’ time. 

At  the  head  of  the  fleet  Mike 
Golding's  Croup  4  and  Andy 
Hindleyls  Save  The  Children 
had  opened  up  a  gap  on  the 
chasing  pack,  led  by  Merfyn 
Owen  on  Global  Teamwork, 
about  50  miles  astern.  Golding 
is  again  in  the  lead  but  there  is 
little  to  choose  between  him 
and  Hindley,  both  of  whom 
have  around  Z000  miles  still 
to  sail  to  Wellington. 

The  tough  conditions  are 
continuing  to  tire  die  crews 
and  test  their  patience.  On 
Ocean  Rover,  languishing  in 
tenth  position  and.  not  show¬ 
ing  the  speed  in  heavy  weather 
that  her  crew  had  claimed, 
there  were  winds  of  50  knots 
across  the  deck  yesterday. 

Latest  positions,  page  40 


Burns’s  night 

Toasting  the  Lassies.  Radio  2. 9.00pm. 

Utterly  charming.  Gill  Bowman^onfrwmnag 
love  swigs  of  Robbie  Bums  is,  at  30  minutes,  far  J  , 

her  audience  far.  far  too  unresponsive.  S'ESa 
myself,  that  they  had  taken  a  vow  of  silence .  ^ 

dinner  party  that  an  Edinburgh  merdianft  _wife  ^  gums 

honour.  While  she  awaiis  his  arrival  OTe  njghi  m  )79b  ^  . 

scholars  will  not  need  reminding,  the  date  is  a  fefefoj 
_ i  ^ i _ ^ _ _ *r~,„nr  nf  the  Doei  s  amorous  acovi- 


Auia  acquaintance  to  a  small  guitar,  i  nu»  "L V-  l  i 

Toasting  the  Lassies  was  such  a  hit  at  the  1994  Edinburgh  Festi  ,aj. 

“Candy  is  Dandy".  Radio  4, 720pm. 

"But  liquor  is  quicker”.  That  is  how  Ogden  Nash  completes 
the  titfeof  .Russell  Davies’s  feature  about  the  great  American 
rhymster.  .Would  anyone  else  have  dared  rhyme  cuticle  wim  Uu- 
tickle?  Or  shrewdly  state  such  a  universal  truth  as  The  song  ot 
canaries/  never  vanes”?  And  what  about  the  question  most  of  us  will 
have  considered  at  some  time  in  our  lives  yet  left  it  to  Nasn  to 
enunciate:  “God  in  his  wisdom  made  the  fly/  and  then  forgot  to  tell  us 


long!"  ? 


7J30am  Chris  Evans&DO  Simon  Mayo 
1&00  Usa  CAnson  2JX)  Nicky  Campbel 
4.00  Mart;  Goodtar,  includes  Die  Chart 
Hour  and  at  &SO-&45  Newsbeat  7M 
Evening  Session,  with  Ja  Whfay  and 
Stave  Lamacq  9.00  Z  Magazine,  with 
news  features  and  Irtervfewa  10.00 
Mark  ftadcfifte,  Ivb  burn  Manchester 
12410  Claire  Stugaas,  includes  at 
12.15am  Thu  Net  4X10  Ove  Warren 


&00am  Sarah  Kennedy  7J30  Wktice  Up 
1o  Wogan  030  Ken  Brusa  11.30  Jrrvny 
Young  1  -30pm  Debbie  Thravrer  3.00  Ed 
Stewart  &05  John  Dunn  7JD0  Jm  LJoyd, 
with  Folk  on  2  84)0  The  Inner  Temple 
(4/4)  &30  Dlganca  Comedy  In  song 
wBh  Richard  Dfgartoe  (4/5)  9.00  Toast¬ 
ing  the  Lassies  Sea  Choice  030  Carta 
Cufey.  Pavaroaf  of  the  Organ  (1/4) 
IOlSO  The  Jamesons  12J)5em  Stave 
Madden  3JXJ  Alex  Lester 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


5.00am  Morning  Reports,  md  at  5.45 
W&kB  Up  to  Moray  6.00  The  Breefcfest 
Programme,  fed  at  655,  755  raring 
preview  B.3S  The  Magazfee.  with  Diana 
Mad3t  .12JK>  Mdday  with  Mali,  fed  at 
1245pm  Mohaycheck  2JOS  Ruscoe  on 
Five  4 JOO  Nationwide  7.00  News  Extra, 
fed  al  720  Sports  Bufletin  7.35  Trevor 
BrooMng's  FootbaB  Night.  Sheffield 
Wednesday  v  Manchester  Un«ed  10.05 
The  Baker  Lfee  11.00  Night  Extra,  with 
ValariA  Sanderson  indudes  at  11 .1 5  The 
Financial  World  Tonight  12Jf5am  After 
Koua2JHUpADNti« 


TALK  RADIO 


SJMam  Chris  Ashby  and  Sandy  Warn 
7.00  Paul  Ross  9.00  Scott  Chisholm 
12J»  Philip  Hodson  2.00pm  Tommy 
Boyd  AOO  Peter  Deetey  7-00  Sports 
Zone  10.00  James  Whale  1.00am  Ian 
Coffins 


6jOOam  On  Air,  with  Aixiew 
McGregor.  Indudes  Haydn , 
-«  ‘  (MawnB fin, Creation);'-' 

.  „  Mayeri.rihB  Forgotten 

Forest);  Bach '(Trio  Sonata- In 
E  ntfnor,  BWV528);  Takerritsu 
(Fantasma-Cantos);  Boyce 
{Symphony  No  3  in  Q; 
Mussorgsky,  orch  Ravel 
.  .  (Pictures  at  an  Exhibition) 
1L50  An  Advent  Calendar 
9.00  Momfng  Collection. 

Includes  Brahms  (Tragic 
Overture);  Mendelssohn  (Six 
Songs  without  Words.  Op  28 
(Book  3);  Haytfe  (String 
Quartet  in  C.  Op  78  No  1,  • 
Emperor) 

10.00  Musical  Encounters. 
Includes  Handel  (Minuet, 
Water  Music);  Handel  (Sing 
unto  God);  Mozart  (Oboe 
Quartet  In  F,  K370):  Bruckner 
(Fantasy  in  G);  Gottfried  von 
Bnem  (String  Quartet  No  1); 
EHjar  (Ovwtwe  XUaseto); 
Somervell  (A  Shropshire  Lari); 
Wrtrlock  (I  Saw  a  Fair 
Maiden); 

12.00  Composers  of  fra  Week: 
Ernest  Chauason  and  Henri 


Peter  Davafte 


Dupre 
1.00pm  News;  Birmingham 
Lunchtime  Concert.  Paul 
Whelan,  baritone.  Jufius 
.  Drake,  piano.  Revet  (Cinq 
Mekxfles  Populates 
Grecques):  Duparc  (Phidyte; 
Lb  Manor  de  Rosemonde; 
Chanson  Trister  La  Vie 
Anterieure;  La  Vague  et  la 
Cloche);  Sena  Ftrsova  (No, 
Not  a  Migraine);  Ravel  (Eton 
QuidTOtte  a  Dukanee) 

2jQ0  Midweek  Choice,  with  Susan 
Sharpe.  Indudes  Dohnanyi 
(Passacagfia);  Elgar  (Wolfe 
Sonata  in  E  minor,  Op  ®»); 
Harris  (Symphony  No  6) 


£LS5am  Shipping  Forecast  (LW) 
6 M  News  Briefing  6.10 
Farming  Todav  6-25  Prayer 
lor  the  Day  6J30  Today  8J58 
Wether 

a 00  News  9.05  MOdweek  (FM), 
w8h  Tines  odurrnst  LxAiy 
Purves  and  guests 
9-00  Test  Match  Special: 

Zimbabwe  v  England  (LW). 
Coverage  from  Bulawayo 
10JM  News;  A  Good  Reed  (FM). 

A  new  literary  series  wim  Mark 
Lawson 

10.00  Dalty'Servfee  (LW) 

10.15  On  Thte  Day  (LW) 

10^0  Woman’s  Hour  (FM).  - 
Introduced  by  Jenni  Murray. 
Winter  Warmers:  a  nch  lamb 
dsh  —  parson's  venison. 
1030  Test  MMch  Special  (LW) 
11.30  Ganteners'  Question  Time 

12 M  and  Yours  (FM), 

with  Lesley  Riddoch 
1225pm  Khn  Street  Junior  (FM), 
by  JrnEtdridge.  Starring  Kart 

Howman  and  James  Grout 

(4/8)  12JS5  Weather 
1 M  The  World  at  One,  with  Nick 
Cferke 

1J37T«t  Match  Special  (LW) 
lAOThe  Arebora  (FM)  (r)  lis 

station  II 
(FM),  by  Steve  Chambers. 
Wkh  Sean  Baker,  Chrfeiopher 
Scott  and  Gavin  Muk  (4/4) 
2A5  Treasure  [stands  (FM). 
Presented  by  Michael  Rosen. 
Last  in  the  series 

2LD0  Nevis;  The  Afternoon  Shift. 

tuBi  Daire  Brehan 

4,00  New*  4.05  Kaleidoscope. 

Raul  Gambaccihl  sees  Danny 
Da  Vita's  version  of  the  RoaJd 
Daht  story  Mathida 
4  4$  Short  Story:  A  Goose  for 
Christmas,  by  Catherine 


WORLD  SERVICE 


AH  tmss  m  GMT.  News  on  the  hour 
5JO»ip  Euope  Today  &301 Ei#ope 
Today  7.15  Qtl  tfw  Shot)  7.30  Discovery 
8.10  Words  of  Faith  ai5  Concert  Ha# 
9.05  Worid  Business  Report  9.15  Andy 
Kershaw  9A5  Sports  Roundup  1050 
BBC  Engfiah  10A5  Oft  the  Shefl  11  JO 
Pick  ot  the  World  12.06pm  World 
Business  Report  12.16  BrtLafe  Today 
12J30  Qompoaer  ot  the  Month  5UI5 
Outlook  230  Megamoc  3j05  Sports 
Rpundup  3.15  Concert  HaB  4.16  World 
Today  4J30  BBC  English  445  Britan 
Today  5J»  World  Buaness  Report  5  AS 
Sports  Roundup  6.30  Discovery  7.01 
Outlook  7 25  Words  of  Fa/th  720  Muto- 
trxk  9.05  World  Business  Report  9.15 
Britain  Today  S 20  Mericflan  On  Screen 
1030  Wdrid  Today  1045  Sports 
Roundup  11.10  Science  View  11.15 
Countiy  Style  1 1 M  MuMrack  12^0am 
From  .  Our  Own  Correspondent  1245 
Britain  Today  1.30  Outlook  1-55  Words 
of  Faith  220  Assignment  3.15  Sport 
a^MMfltkton  Books  430  Europe  Today 


CLASSIC  FM 


4j00ant  Mark  Griffiths  OOO  Mre  Read 
OOO  Henry  Keky  1200  Susannah 
Simons  2^0pm  Concerto  Paganini 
(Vtoife  Caooerto  No  2  n  B  minor.  Op  7) 
3jOO  Jamn  Crick  6M  Newsnighr  a30 
Sonata.  Tatemam  (Recorder  Sonaa  n 
D  mfeort  7.00  Gardening  Forum  (r)  8.00 
Conoert  Glntca  (Russian  and  Ludmffia. 
.□verkie];  Sibetius  (TapWa,  Op  112). 
Mozat  (Viofln  Concerto  No  3  in  G.  K 
218);  Brahms  (Symphony  No  2  in  D 
minor.  Op  73)  10.00  Midlael  Mappn 
1.00am  Mel  Cooper 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


6j00am  Buss  'n‘  Jono's  Breakfast 
Experience  1DJX)  Graham  Dene 
IJX^jbi  Jeremy  dark  4.00  Ncky  Home 
7  joo  P«J  Coyta  |FM)/ Robin  Barte 
(AM)  10JJ0  Mark  Forrest  2.00am 
Randal  Lee  Rose 


4.00  Choral  Evensong.  Live  from 
Bfrmingham  Cathadrai 
5JI0  The  MUafe  Machine 
5.15  In  Tuna,  with  Jeremy 

Nicholas,  inductee  Verdi,  arr 
Mackerras  (Tarantella  (The 
Lady  and  the  Foot);  Gabrieli 
[Canzon  per  sanare  No  1 ,  La 
spiritata);  Mozart  (CLamet 
Concerto  in  A  KBS) 

7.30  A  Grand,  Mysterious 

Harmony.  An  exploration  into 
the  symphonic  legacy  of 
Anton  Bruckner  a  century 
after  his  death  (12/14) 

9.10  Femmes  de  Siede:  Food  as 
a  Female  Fetish.  With  Susie 
Orbach,  Fay  Wetdon  and 
Nkroia  Barker 

.  0.35  Robert  Cohen  ceUo, 

Elizabeth  Burley,  piano.  Faur6 
'  (Apflts  un  Fteve,  Op  7,  Nol ; 
Papfiton,  Op  77);  Rozsa  (Duo, 
OpB) 

10J»  Voices,  lain  Burnside 

introduces  a  recital  of  SibeGus 
songs  given  test  October  al 

the  WJgmcre  HaU,  London,  by 
Finnish  baritone  Jorma 
Hymfeen  and  pianist  Ikka 
Paananan.  Incudes  The  First 
•Kiss;  The  Tryst;  Theodora; 
Astray,  Driftwood;  To  Evening 
Was  ft  a  Dream? 

1045  Night  Waves.  From  the 
esoteric  arts  of  the 
antiquarian  cookbook  to  the 
cutting-edge  style  of  designer 
restaurants,  Humphrey 
Carpenter  takes  a  seasonal 
took  at  the  culture  of  food  and 
feasting 

11J30  Composer  of  the  Week: 
Simpson  ft) 

1 2~38am  J«z  Notes.  Robert 
Altman  late  about  his  new 
film  Kansas  Ctiy,  and  Steve 
VOca  talks  to  Oscar  Peterson 
1 .00  Through  the  Night 


Merriman.  Mrs  Tennyson  gels 
a  surprise  from  hBr 
daughter's  boyfriend,  who  is 
spending  Christmas  with 
them.  Read  by  Jute 
McKenzie 

54)0  PM,  with  Jon  Sopei  aid  Nigel 
Wrench  5£0  Shipping  5.55 
Weather 

6J00  Sbc  O’clock  News 
&30  Quote ...  Unquote.  With  Jon 
Gtovpr.  Gemma  O'Connor. 
Derek  Parker  and  Times 
columnist  Matthew  Pams  (r) 
7M  News  7.05  The  Archers 
7.20  Candy  is  Dandy...  See 
Choice  (r) 

8.05  Points  of  Reference:  South. 
Four  programmes  examining 
what  the  points  of  the 
compass  mean  to  us  (3/4) 
8J35  Perchance  to  Dream.  An 
exploration  of  the  latest 
research  from  the  worid  ot 
sfeepfi) 

9-00  Hesh  Tones.  Harry 

Thompson  looks  al  Ihe  work 
d  the  artist's  model  jr) 

9-30  Kaleidoscope  (r)  9.59 
Weather 

10.00  The  World  Tonight,  with 
Robin  Lustia 

10.45  Book  at  BedtirntK  The 
Great  Pursuit,  by  Tom 
Sharps.  Read  by  VvfflJa 
Rushton  (8/10) 

11  JiO  Goodness  GracfaMM  Me  (r) 

11J30  Dale  with  Fate  (FM),  by  Phil 
Whelans  and  Gary  P»ker.  A 
mat  to  trapped  by  a  little 
white  6e(1/4) 

11<45  The  Jon  or  Yiddish  (HU)  (rt 

11^0  Today  Bn  ParDament  (LW) 

12iU  News  nci  1227titn  approx 
Weather 

12^0  The  Late  Book:  Midnight 
Tates  (3/5)  (i) 

12M  Shipping  IJMAsWoHd 
Service 


Sl°S!in  i  S4  W-&S9-8-  RADIO  2.  FM  B8D- 
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TELEVISION  43 


At  least  giving  Nick  Berry  a 
George  Clooney  haircut 
was  a  good  idea.  Just  a  pity 
they  didn't  give  him  an£R  script  to 
go  with  his  fashionable  flattop. 

Instead,  Berry  had  to  go  12  rounds 

with  the  charmless  Respect  (TTV) 
from  Richard  La  Plante,  who 
seems  to  have  been  watching  too 
many  Rocky  videos. 

The  result?  Well,  straight  round 
to  die  Broadcasting  Standards 
people  for  starters,  A  scene  that 
involved  a  head-butt,  a  cosh  and  a 
full-blooded  kids  to  die  groin  had 
no  place  in  a  drama  that  started 
before  the  9  o’clock  watershed. 
Quite  poinllessly,  the  producers 
have  played  straight  into  Nanny 
Bottomleys  hands. 

The  scene  also  had  no  place  in  a 
script  that  sought  to  be  taken  seri¬ 
ously.  Were  we  really  supposed  to 
believe  that  having  just  been  beat¬ 
en  up.  a  known  drug  dealer  would 
be  straight  round  to  the  police 
shouting  “it  was  him.  it  was  that 


ring  of  truth 


nasty  Bobby  Carr*.  Apparently  we 
were.  Carr.  (Beriy)  was  duly  taken 
away,  sentenced  to  ICO  hours 
community  service  in  an  East  End 
boxing  gym  and  do  you  know?  He 
never  heard  from  that  nasty, 
armed  and  dangerous  drug  dealer 
again.  Just  like  real  life,  then. 

Watching  Respect  was  like  sign¬ 
ing  up  for  serial  disappointment  It 
had  a  strong  cast  it  looked  great 
and  Berry’s  new  .haircut  had  op¬ 
ened  up  a  whole  range  of  dramatic 
possibilities;  and  yet  tone  and 
again  it  all  came  to  a  halt  as  the 
script  had  a  bit  of  a  rethink  or 
lobbed  in  superfluous  sentiment.  1 
Every  now  and  then  a  new 
character  would  appear  —  to  no 
apparent  purpose.  Suddenly.-  Carr 
had  a  brother.  Suddenly,  toe  bro¬ 
ther  had  a  girlfriend:  Suddenly,  we 
were  having  to  listen  to  dialogue 
such  as:  “You  look  like  you've  seen 
a  ghost?-  -I*ve  oily  heard  Trevor 
Nye  planning  a  ram  raid."  - 
Then  there  was  the  problem  of 


keeping  up  with  the  characters 
themselves.  One  minute  Danny 
Phillips  (Lee  MacDonald)  was  a 
future  champion,  the  next  he  was 
taking  drugs  and  robbing  building 
societies,  toe  next  he  was  bade  in 
toe  ring  again.  It  was  the  same 
with  Carr's  predictably  estranged 
wife*  Rosie  (Jayne  Ashbourne), 
who  attacked  her  predictably  mis¬ 
understood  husband  first  for  tak¬ 
ing  another  fight  and  then  for 
planning  to  take  a  dive  in  it 
without  pausing  for  breath. 

There  were  pluses.  The  box¬ 
ing  scenes  were  as  good  as 
IVe  seen  on  television;  Berry 
and  Ashbourne  turned  in  decent 
performances  as  toe  eventually 
reunited  Carrs  and  Carol  Harri¬ 
son  was  excellent  as  Rosie's  no- 
nonsense  mum,  Veronica.  Yup, 
that’s  all  of  them. 

A  similar  plague  of  non  sequi- 
tnrs  affected'Tbe  Seventh  Wonder 
of  toe  World  (BBCZ)  but  to  far  less 


REVIEW 


Matthew 

Bond 


damaging  effect  One  miiture  if 
was  a  particular  inscription  that 
would  confirm  that  toe  huge  pieces 
of  stone  littering  toe  bottom  of 
Alexandria  harbour  were  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  lighthouse  of  Pharos, 
toe  next  it  was  two  g jam  statues  of 
Mr  and  Mis  Ptolemy  U.  It  didn’t 
matter,  because  this  was  a  quite 
fascinating  story. 

Much  of  toe  fascination 
stemmed  from  simple  jaw-drop¬ 


ping  disbelief  that  so  much  ancient 
history  could  have  been  lying, 
undisturbed,  in  2$  feet  of  water  for 
so  king.  As  the  underwater  camera 
moved  among  the  divers,  it  picked 
out  a  sphinx  here,  a  colossus  there 
and  bits  of  obelisk  all  over  the 
place.  Spellbinding. 

Believing  ihai  what  we  were 
being  shown  was  toe  remains  of 
the  lighthouse  rather  than  some 

flooded  architectural  salvage  yard 
was  still  a  big  step,  especially  after 
h  became  dear  that  some  of  toe 
stonework  was  a  thousand  years 
too  okJ.  Only  here,  /  suspect,  could 
the  deciphering  of  3.000-year-oid 
hieroglyphics  spell  disappoint¬ 
ment  R-A-M  . . .  Raineses  U. 
made. 

But  the  French  archaeologists 
were  sure  (lighthouses,  after  all, 
spell  headlines  and  headlines  spell 
more  research  funds)  and  called 
upon  their  British  colleague.  Hon¬ 
or  Frost,  to  confirm  their  findings. 
For  haring  gently  led  us  to  believe 


that  this  was  the  first  time  the  five- 
acre  site  had  been  surveyed,  toe 
film’s  makers  (French,  of  course) 
reluctantly  admitted  that  n  had 
been  done  before  —  30  years  ago. 
by  Frost  and  an  Egyptian  diver. 
They  had  even  raised  a  statue  — 
Mrs  Ptolemy  as  it  turned  out.  Now 
came  the  opportunity'  to  see  the 
husband’s  statue.  in  situ  on  toe 
seabed. 

Frost  may  be  75  but  she  was-  in 
her  wet -suit  and  underwater 
before  you  could  say  sphinx. 
In  a  film  short  of  hard  archaeologi¬ 
cal  evidence,  this  was  one  of  many 
magical  moments  that  made  ub 
forit. 

There  will  be  those  who  saw 
Network  First  Conspicuous  Con¬ 
sumption  (JTV)  as  a  hatcher  job, 
an  own  goal  scored  by  toe  gullible 
management  of  Harvey  Nichols, 
the  department  store.  But  not  1. 

Shopping  is  a  fundamentally 
silly  occupation  and  shopping  in 


toe  sort  of  fashionable  emporium 
that  is  Harvey  Nicks,  "where  lux¬ 
uries  become  essentials",  doubly, 
nay  trebly,  so.  But  silly  as  it  is.  it  is 
also — the  weeks  before  Christmas 
notwithstanding  —  a  hugely  enjoy¬ 
able  occupation  and  on  no  account 
to  be  taken  seriously. 

Put  something  on  and  friends 
really  do  say:  “it’s  horrible ...  no. 
horrible  is  too  strong  a  word". 
Browse  through  a  rail  and  you  do 
find  yourself  saying  "that’s  the 
exact  T-shin  1  need  for  toe  sum¬ 
mer,  except  I  want  it  in  white". 
True,  f  have  never  found  myself 
saying:  “You've  got  lo  stick  with 
toe  nood,  it's  got  to  be  nood 
. . .  you’ve  got  the  wrong  nood." 
but  that's  because  1  don’t  wear 
tights  and  I’m  not  American. 

I  liked  Nick  Lord’s  film  bur  I'd 
have  liked  it  ev  en  more  if  he'd  had 
a  bit  more  material  to  fill  his  allot¬ 
ted  hour.  One  thing  they  do  teadi 
you  at  Harvey  Nicks  —  never 
skimp. 


6.00am  BUSINESS  BREAKFAST  (30296) 
7.00  BBC  Breakfasf  News  (T)  (94895) 
>»  9.00  Breakfast  News  Extra  ft)  (1760418) 

9.20  STYLE  CHALLENGE  (4643437) 

MS  KILROY  (6479586) 

1&30  CANT  COOK,  WONT  COOK  with 
AinsJey  Harriott  (30012) 

11.00  NEWS  and  weather  (3162470) 

11.05  THE  REALLY  USEFUL  SHOW 
Consumer  advice  pi 63383) 

11-45  SHAH-LIE'S  PEOPLE  (5337514) 

12.00  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (4870447) 
12.05pm  POLICE  RESCUE  fl)  (B063234) 
1255  THE  WEATHER  SHOW  (35BZ7S05) 
1.00  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (64654)  ‘ 

150  REGIONAL  NEWS  (T)  (36870334) 

1A0  NEIGHBOURS  (I)  (29513470)  2.00  Cafl 
My  Bluff  (9857)  250  A  Week  in  the 
Country  (876)  3.00  Incognito  (1692) 

350 ANTS  IN  YOUR  PANTS  (57B4418)  350 
Chucklevision  (5764654)  4.10  Get  Your 
Own  Back  (I)  (1601692)  455  The 
Queen's  Nose  (T)  (7497505) "  5.00 
Newsround  (T)  (5055166)  5-10  Blue 
Peter.  Includes  an  interview  with  Damy 
DeVito  (I)  (8357673) 

555  NEIGHBOURS  (r)  (T)  (207050)  • 

6-00  NEWS  fD  and  weather  (505) 

650  REGIONAL  NEWS  (857) 

7.00  SMALL  TALK  Last  In  series  (T)  (3673) 
750  HERE  AND  NOW  Sue  Lawiey  andthe 
team  present  mors  Investigations  and 
proffles  of  people  making  the  news,  bast 
in  series  (T)  (741) 

>8.00  HOW  DO  THEY  DO  THAT?  hi  thelast  df 
the  series,  Eamom  Holmes  and  Esther 
McVey  reveal  some  of  the  surprising 
objects  that  have  been  used  to  create 
sound  effects  for  BBC  programmes  (I) 
(540895) 

850  POINTS  OF  VIEW  (I)  (509418) 

950  NEWS  (T),  regional-news  and  weather 
(2166) 

950  THE  X  FILES;  Jon  Chung’s  Ann 
Outer  Space  Scully  recounts  the  story 
about  a  teenage  girt  who  claims  to  have 
had  an  encounter  with  aliens  to  a  famous 
author  who  is  researching  a  book  about 
the  alleged  hddent  fri  Klass  County, 
Washington  (I)  (202771)  WALES 

Political  Broadcast  Plaid  Cymru 955 The 
X  Res  1050  KanB’s  Wales  1050 Harry 
Enfield  and  Chums  1150  Birth  of  Honor 
12.10am  Frankenstein— Tha  True  Story 

1.45  FILM:  Countess  Dracula 350  News 

10.15  HARRY  ENRELD  AND  CHUMS  Last  te 
series  (r)  (T)  (423925) 

10.45  ffaiMEa  NIGHTMARE:  THE  BIRTH 
bHH  OF  HORROR  —  Dracula 

Christopher  Frayflng  explores  the  back¬ 
ground  to  Bram  Stoker's,  creation  (T) 
(846418) 

1155  FRANKENSTEIN — THE  TRUE 

STORY  Concluding  the  two-part  adap¬ 
tation  of  Mary  SheJ ley's  classic  tale 
starring  James  Mason  (T)  (864470) 
1.10am  FILM:  Countess  Dracula  (1970) 
starring  Ingrid  Pitt,  Nigel  Green  and  Pater 
Jeffrey.  Hammer  honor  yam  about  an 
ageing  Hungarian  countess  who  battles 
in  virgins'  blood  to  preserve  her  beauty. 
Directed  by  Peter  Sasdy  (3787971) 

2.40  WEATHER  (8898971)  _ 

vldaoPtua-r-  and  the  Video  PtiwCad®* 

Tha  numbers  next  to  e«*  TV  programme 
Hating  are  Video  PfuaCode’'  numbers,  which 

the  Video  PtuaCoda  tor  *a  pranarnma  you 
wish  to  record.  VSdmplw+  (*).  Ptorode  D. 
and  Video  Programmer  are"  traoemartes  or 
Gemstar  Development  Ltd. 


6JKkunOPBN  UNIVERSITY:  FBghf 
•  Simulators  and  Robots  (75K3Q2)  655 
Designer  Rides  (7554437)  CL50  Deadly 
Quartets  (8868499)  7.15  See  Hear 
Breakfast  News  (2887586)  750  The 
Legend  of  Prince  VaBant  (5708470)750 
O  Never  Work  (5719586)  8.15  Ftddtey 
Foodie  Bird  (5454673)  855  GtvistDpher 
CfOCbcSe  (5445925)  855  The  Record 
(6845692)  950  The  Complete  Guide  to 
the  20tb  Century  (1540692)  9.10  The 

-  Village  of  Jara  (5253586)  1050  Ptaydays 

(2213437)  1055  The  Char^aons 

(8040012)  11.1S  The  Phil  Savers  Show 
(1272960)  11 AO  Flash  Gordon's  Trip  to 
Mare  (2082447)  1250  Operation  Survival 
(52234)  1250pm  Working  Lunch  (80505) 

'  150  Christopher  Crococfile  (82046944) 
155  Fiddtey  Foodie  Bird  (96511925) 

1.15  FILM:  The  Wicked Lady.0945;  Mn) 
Swashbuckflng  tale  with  Margaret 
Lockwood  and  Janes  Mason  (7231 3925) 
350  News  (7909470)  355  Westminster 
(2250708)  .355  News  (6719876)  450 
;  Today's  the-  Day  (470)  45o  Reedy,. 
'  Steady.  Cook  (654)  550  The  Oprah- 

-  WintreyShow  (4486673)550  Mary  Beny 

•  '  (689091)  555  Turning  Points  (599166) 

WALES:  Plaid  Cymru  Broadcast  ... 

6.00  STAR  TREK:  THE  NEXT  GENERATION 
(r)  (n  (649499) 

6.45  BOLLYWOOD  OR  BUSTIThe  final  of  the 
quiz  on  Bombay’s  fim  industry  (787418) 

750  FROM  THE  EDGE  (T)  (383) 

850  TRUST  ME,  PM  ADOCTOR  Should  we 
add  fofic  add  or  vitamin  B  tofiouMo 

-  prevent  heart  rSsease  and  strates?  Last 
■  in  series  (I)  (8073)  . 

850  OPEN  RHODES  Gary,  gives  a  master- 

-  .  class  to  tour  young  RAF  cooks  (T)  (9470) 


Modern  Times:  The  Flickering  Flame 

JBBC2. 9JDOpm 

In  September  I99S  more  than  300  Liverpool 
dockers  were  sacked  for  refusing  to  crass  a 
picket  line.  More  than  a  year  laier  they  are 
still  idle  while  their  won:  is  done  by  non¬ 
union  labour.  In  law  they  have  a  weak  case. 
Their  union,  the  Transport  and  General 
Workers,  has'  been  reluctant  to  get  involved 
in  an  unofficial  dispute.  But  the  men  have 
found  a  champion  tn  Ken  Loach,  a  film¬ 
maker  front  unreconstructed  Old  Labour. 
His  documentary  charting  the  progress  of 
the.  dispute  crackles  with  Liverpudlian 
working-class  anger.  In  Loach’s  account  the 
struggle  is  about  employers  wanting  to  go 
back  to  the  bad  old  days  of  casual  labour 
when  men  were  hired  by  the  day  and  had  no 
security.  It  may  be  a  partial  view  but  since 
the  film's  twin  villains,  the  TGWU  and  toe 
employers,  both  declined  to  be  interviewed  it 
has  to  go  unchallenged.  - 

Enterprise  Cuhnre  Revisited: 

Makings  Miflion 

BBC2.9J0pm 

In  toe  booming  1980s  two  disciples  of 
Thatcherism  set  out  to  make  their  fortune 
and  both  worked  punishingly  long  hours  lo 
earn  iL  Dave  McCann,  a  no-nonsense 
Londoner,  sold'  pub  games  and  office 
equipment  and  ran  a  shoeshine  business.  In 
Cumbria  haulier  David  Atkinson  made  his 
money  selling  Lake  District  rocks  as 
ornamental  garden  stone.  Television 
featured  them  both  at  the  height  of  their 
success  in  1989.  Now  toe  cameras  return  to 
see  how.  toe  pair  have  survived  the  chill 
199%.  Both  were  hit  badly  when  the  boom 
ended.  Atkinson  wisely  diversified  into 
.  general  haulage.  Ever  inventive,  McCann 
runs  a  hotel  in  Margate  for  the  overweight 
called,  wait  for  h.  Patty Towns.  Both  are  still 
driven  by  the  spirit  of  toe  1980s,  but  now 
admit  that  there  is  more  to  life  than  money. 

Nightmare:  The  Birth  of  Horror 
BBCl;k>.45pm  ? 

The  most  famous  vampire  novel  came  from 
an  unlikely  source.  Abraham  (Bram)  Stoker 
was  a  pillar  of  late  Victorian  respectability 
who  would  probably  have  been  appalled  to 
hear  Dracula  discussed  as  a  parable  of 
repressed  sexual  desire.  Oiristopher 
Frayiing  enjoys  die  irony  that  the  book 
appeared  in  toe  same  year,  1897,  as  Sigmund 
Freud  started  to  research  in  earnest 


..  Protest  march  on  McreeysMs  (9pm) 

9.00  MODERN  TIMES:  Tbe 

Rfcfcaring  Flame  Ken  Loach 
champions  the  cause  of  the  tSsmlssed 
Liverpool  .dockers  (T)  (716857) 

950  ENTERPRISE  CULTURE 

.  REyiSFTED:  Making  a 

Minton  In  the  last  ot  three  programmes 
about  entrepreneurs  we  catch  141  with 
...  David  MoCam  end  David  Atkinson  to  see 
how  their  businesses  are  faring  tn  the 
1090s  (T)  (594383) 

1050  NEWSNK3HT  (T)  (388079) 

11. 15  LOOKING  FOR  TAT  (286168) 

11.25  HIS  FATHER'S  SONG  (299296) 

11.50  THE  HISTORY  MAN  (628079) 

1250 THE  MIDNIGHT  HOUR  (57838) 
ISLSOoraTHE  LEARNING  ZONE:  Open 
•  University:  Powers  of  tha  President 
(88428)  1-30  Global  Finns  in  the 
todustriaftsing  East  (18068)  250 
Believing:  The  Long  Search/Faith  to  Faith 
(98249)  450  BBC  Focus:  English 
Heritage  (92161)  450  Modem 
Apprenticeships  (82155)  5.00  Health  and 
Safety  at  Work  (30258)  550  The  Adviser 
(58567)  . 


readies  bade  for  into  toe  19th  century  before 
following  the  six-year  gestation  of  the  book 
with  thenelp  of  Stoker's  papers  and  diaries. 
The  Germans  were  toe  first  to  film  toe 
Dracula  story,  in  the  1920s.  but  without 
asking  permission.  Stoker's  widow  sued  and 
tried  to  nave  the  prints  destroyed.  It  was  only 
a  hiccup  in  toe  flow  of  Dracula  films,  of 
which  these  have  now  been  more  than  200. 

Pond  life 
Channel  4, 1135pm 

The  scheduling  of  Candy  Guard’s  witty 
animation  continues  to  defy  reason.  So  far  it 
has  gone  out  far  too  early  for  an  adult, 
though  by  no  means  offensive,  show.  Now, 
for  toe  wo  final  episodes,  h  goes  out 
absurdly  late.  Admittedly  one  of  the  two  sees 


using  less  than  circumspect  language.  But 
this  is  only  a  cartoon.  And  tonight's  other 
adventure,  in  which  Dolly  fakes  her  driving 
test  and  makes  a  predictable  hash  of  it,  is. 
give  or  take  an  expletive  or  two,  not  far 
removed  from  family  viewing.  Let  us  hop? 
there  is  another  series  —  Pond  Life  is  sharp 
enough  to  deserve  one  —  and  that  this  time  it 
gets  a  sensible  slot.  Peter  Waymark 


SlOOboiGHTY  (7792505) 

955  CAPTAIN  SOKAN  AND  THE  SPACE 
MONKEYS  (4637876) 

950  STEP  BY  STEP  (2688673) 

1050  NEWS  (3583586) 

10.25  REGIONAL  NEWS  (3582857) 

1050  FILM:  A  Stnmger  In  toe  Mirror  (1992) 
starring  Christopher  Plummer  in  a  tale  ot 
love,  rivalry  and  betrayal  (23250586) 
12.10pm  CARTOON  (9210586) 

1250  REGIONAL  NEWS  (297581 1) 

1250  NEWS  (I)  and  weather  (9518050) 

1255  SHORTLAND  STREET  (9593741)  1-25 
Coronation  Street  (r)  (T)  (7102334)  2.00 
Home  and  Away  (T)  (60513924) 

255  FILM:  A  Mom  For  Christmas  (1990) 
starring  Olivia  Newron-John.  Fantasy 
about  a  department-store  mannequin 
that  comes  to  life  and  fulfils  a  young  girt’s 
wish.  Concludes  tomorrow  (9254499) 
220  NEWS  (T)  (7916760) 

3L25  REGIONAL  NEWS  (7915031) 

350  TOTS  TV  (6703893)  350  The  Singing 
Kettle  News  (1099654)  350  Animaniacs 
(r)  (T)  (8608429)  455  The  Twisted  Tales 
Of  Fefix  the  Cat  (2819302)  4.15 
Fantomcat  (T)  (1695031)  450  Art  Attack 
Christmas  Cracker  (T)  (1678505) 

5.10  WHEEL  OF  FORTUNE  (7172673) 

550  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (723673) 

650  HOME  AND  AWAY  (r)  (T)  (839296) 

62S  HTV  NEWS  (I)  (461708) 

750  SPOHTSWEEK  (8741) 


Ken  and  Denfsa  meet  in  court  (750pm) 

750  CORONATION  STREET  ft’s  the  Ken 
Bartow  v  Denise  Osbourne  dash  at 
County  Cout  (T)  (437) 

850  DES  O’CONNOR  TONIGHT  with  guests 
Gloria  Estelan,  Bcyzone,  Joe  Pasquale 
and  Portuguese  singing  sensation  Tony 
Femno  (aka  comic  Steve  Coogan)  (6499) 
950  FILM:  Quicksand  —  No  Escape  (1991) 
starring  Donald  Sutherland  and  Tim 
Matheson.  A  woman  hires  a  detective  to 
spy  on  her  husband,  whom  she  suspects 
of  having  an  affair.  But  ttie  corrupt  pmote 
eye  sees  an  opportunity  lor  blackmail 
Directed  by  kfichael  Pressman.  Con¬ 
cludes  after  the  News  (T)  (9963) 

1050  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (57789) 

1050  REGIONAL  NEWS  (3829203) 

1040  FILM:  Quicksand  —  No  Escape 
Conclusion  (648963) 

1150  SWIFT  JUSTICE  (165215) 

1250am  FILM:  Presumed  GuUty  (1990)  wtth 
Martin  Sheen.  Caroiyn  Kawa  and  Brendan 
Fraser.  The  true  stay  of  a  petty  criminal 
wrongly  accussed  and  sentenced  to 
fifteen  years  in  jai  for  misder  (640451) 

2.10  CYBEA.CAFE  (5522277)  240  Dear  Nick 
(6534616)  340  Sound  Bites  (95980513) 
350  Football  Extra  (r)  (3041074)  450 
Time..  The  Place  (r)  (82109)  550 
Vitege  Show  (r)  (54884)  550  News 


As  HTV  West  accept 

1255pm  HOME  AND  AWAY  (9593741) 

155  SIMPLY  DELICIOUS  AT  CHRISTMAS 
(30144302) 

155  A  COUNTRY  PRACTICE  (29527673) 
250  VANESSA  (66913960) 

250550  OUR  HOUSE  (3596050) 

5.10-&40  SHORTLAND  STREET  (71726731 
625  CENTRAL  NEWS  (461708) 

7.00-750  WHEEL  OF  FORTUNE  (8741) 
1150  CENTRAL  SPORTS  SPECIAL  (165215) 
I99nem  BUSH  ELL  ON  THE  BOX  (4476987) 
1255  Film:  THE  BUIE  IGUANA  (333780) 
255  IN  FOCUS  (1599161) 

320  CUSTOMS  CLASSIFIED  (5133258) 
456  LATE  A  LOUD  (7721277) 

As  HTV  West  except 
1255  CORONATION  STREET  (9593741) 
125  MASTER  CRAFT  (30144302) 

155  HOME  AND  AWAY  (21150654) 
225-320 MURDER,  SHE  WROTE  (9254499) 
5L10-5k40  HOME  AND  AWAY  f 7172673 ) 
650  WESTCOUNTRY  LIVE  (85050) 
750-750  WHEEL  OF  FORTUNE  (8741) 
1120  A  SEASON  IN  THE  SUN  (165215) 


As  HTV  West  except: 

1255  DINOSAURS  (9593741) 

125  HOME  AND  AWAY  (30144302) 

155  A  COUNTRY  PRACTICE  (29527673) 
220  HOPE  AND  GLORIA  (66913960) 
250-320  PERFECTLY  PETS  (3596050) 

5.10  HOME  AND  AWAY  (7172673) 

6.00  MERIDIAN  TONIGHT  (673) 

650  PUT  IT  TO  THE  TEST  (925) 
7.00-7.30  WHEEL  OF  FORTUNE  (8741) 
1120  THE  MERIDIAN  MATCH  (165215) 


650am  TAKE  FIVE  [59234) 

750 THE  BIG  BREAKFAST  167505) 

950  FILM:  The  Girl  from  Mars  (1991)  Family 
sa-fi  comedy  drama  starring  Sarah 
Sawalsky  and  Edward  Albert.  Directed  by 
Neill  Feamley  (51 198012) 

10 AO  WHITE  FANG  (6841 120)  11.10  The  Pink 
Panther  (8022447)  1155  Dog  City 
(4202550)  T155  Terrytoons  (11691*7) 
1200  House  to  House  (47302)  1250pm 
A  Box  Full  ot  Stories  (75673)  1.00 
Sesame  Street  (70126)  200  John  Law 
and  the  Mississippi  Bubble  (70104741 ) 
210  FILM:  Two  Girts  and  a  Sailor  (1944. 
b/w)  Musical  starring  June  Aflyson.  Gloria 
DeHaven  and  Van  Johnson  Directed  by 
Fhchard  Thorpe  (82315789) 

4.30  COUNTDOWN  (550) 

550RICKI  LAKEfT)  (2246321) 

5.45  POND  LIFE  Animated  sitcom  (T) 
(734960) 

650  PARTY  OF  FIVE  (T)  (374673) 

655  FRESH  POP  (791857) 

750  CHANNEL  4  NEWS  (589963) 

755  THE  SLOT  (634383) 

850  BROOKSIDE  Nat  Is  devastated  by  what 
Georgia  has  to  say  and  Jackie  plucks  up 
the  courage  to  face  the  neighbours  at  the 
school  dance  (T)  (5031) 

850  WANTED  Three  pairs  ol  runners  are 
pursued  by  trackers  who  are  advised 
from  the  siudio  by  a  former  Soviet  spy,  an 
SAS-trarned  sokfier  and  a  former  head  of 
the  Flying  Squad.  Last  in  series  (29321) 

950  FILM:  Untamed  Heart  (1993)  Comedy 
romance  starring  Marisa  Tomei  and 
Christian  Slater.  A  young  man  who  was 
bom  with  a  heart  condition  and  is  a  virtual 
mute  takes  a  job  in  a  diner  and  becomes 
devoted  to  a  waitress.  Directed  by  Tony 
Bill  (T)  (964963) 

1125F¥«*l»pi=q  POND  LIFE  Two  episodes  of 
PiTftWgM  the  animated  sitcom  about  a 
Dolly  Pond,  a  woman  trying  to  escape  her 
dreary  life  (T)  (935586) 


As  HTV  West  except  1255pm  CROSS  WTTS 
(9593741)  125  HO  ME  AND  AWAY  (30144302) 
155  JUSTICE  OF  THE  LAND  (21150654) 
225-320  OR  QUINN,  MEDICINE  WOMAN 
(9254499)  5.10-530  SHORTLAND  STREET 
(7172673)  650  ANGLIA  NEWS  (925)  7.00- 
750  WHEEL  OF  FORTUNE  (8741)  1120 
MIDWEEK  KICK-OFFI  (165215) 


Starts:  650am  TAKE  FIVE  (59234)  750  THE 
BIG  BREAKFAST  (87505)  9.00  Flint  THE 
GIRL  FROM  MARS  (51198012)  1040  WHITE 
FANG  (8841128)  11.10  THE  PINK  PANTHER 
(8022447)  1155  DOG  CITY  (4202550)  1155 
TERRYTOONS  (1164147)  1250  HOUSE  TO 
HOUSE  (47302)  1250pm  A  BOX  FULL  OF 
STOWES  (75673)  150  SLOT  MHTHRIN 
(80692)  150  FHm:  TAKE  ME  OUT  TO  THE 
BALL  GAME  (53882963)  3.15  THE  MONTEL 
WILLIAMS  SHOW  (9328215)  4.00  THE 
BATTLE  FOR  RICKETY  BRIDGE  (166)  450 
DESPERATELY  SEEKING  SOMETHING 
(550)  5.00 5  PUMP  (6147)  550  COUNTDOWN 
(302)  650  NEWYDDION  (453925)  655  HENO 
(840302)  655  SION  A  SIAN  (755895)  7.00 
POBOL  Y  CWM  (950673)  72S  CAROLAU  O 
LLANGOLLEN  (3765031)  850  DARLLEDIAD 
GWLBDYDDOL  GAN  PLAID  CYMRU 
(581012)  855  NEWYDDION  (704876)  9.05 
WANTED  (7505)  1055  BROOKSIDE  (764215) 
10.40  BLACK  BOX  (579234)  11.40 

CAROLINE  IN  THE  CITY  (540692)  12.10am 
HOMICIDE:  LIFE  ON  THE  STREET  (4418426) 

1.10  BAD  IDEAS  OF  THE  20TH  CENTURY 
(7515890) 


A  profile  of  Quincy  Jones  (1155pm) 

1155  LISTEN  UP:  The  lives  of  Quincy 
Jones  Among  those  paying  tribute  to  the 
legendary  musician  In  this  documentary 
about  his  Me  and  work  are  Frank  Sinatra, 
Ella  Fitzgerald,  Miles  Davis,  Barbra 
Streisand  and  Ray  Charles  (36589499) 
2.00am  DISPATCHES  (r)  <T)  < 38962*2) 

250  INVISIBLE  ENEMIES  Every  year  in  New 
York,  250  babies  are  bom  with  congenital 
syphilis,  a  disease  which  should  have 
disappeared  years  ago.  Last  in  series  (r) 
(T)  (6557567) 

350-550  FILM:  Banjo  on  my  Knee  (1936, 
b/w)  Musical  drama  starring  Barbara 
Stanwyck  and  Joel  McCrea.  A  bride¬ 
groom  leaves  he  new  wife  during  the 
marriage  celebralions  believing  he  has 
recently  killed  a  man  in  a  brawl  Directed 
by  John  Cromwell  (76323258) 


•  For  more  comprehensive 
listings  of  satellite  and  cable 
rfiantwfs.  see  the  Directory, 
published  on  Saturday 

SKY  1 _ _ _ 

;  7.00am  Love  ConnecOon  [4278215)  730 
Press  Tow  Luck  (4298079] iMOWa^ 
(3415499)  0.10  HOW!  (5860296) 

Anotfie.  Vltorti  (7507429)  9145  7h£  Cpfflh 
Wrntrey  Show  (7103321)  10*0  FtealTV 
[40332341  11.10  Sally  Jessy  Raptaa 


nh  WWrey  Show  (48 m  540  SW 
he  Next  Generator*  (87(tt600  ™ 
Overture*  ol  Supaman 

□fira  Sop1 2  (607861 9.00  The  BWb. 
n  and  DaBah 

Nad  Generation  (27147) 

wMvcrwrasrtSoperniBnpeaafl 

11  LAPD.  (44074)  1-30  Real  TV 
I)  2J»  HH  Mu  LOO0  PkV  P015^ 

2 _ _ _ 

a  Star  Trek:  Deep  Space  Mne 
34)  aoo  Tetaw  [1237664)  MO 
Gray  (1230741)  114»  Laje  Show 
tan!  Lettennan  (1675128)12^ 
Poriunwneo  [arVA)74)  ZOOam  Hu 


SKY  NEWS _ 

me  hour,  24  tours  a  day.  sawn  days  a  wae* 
SKY  MOVIES _ 

sfuSSa 

tadtobmd  Hunters  I'W)  ("ft*  rSJ 

e«S)  1-20M  In I 

hci  3.lOR»e  Cowboy  w»y 


&45  GUBMCSTTUMM  nMHf  KSSWU39 
10.10  The  IVwuRaw  o<  Pancho  VMa 
(185S)  (796h»6311M0 
Lacey:  TVua  Convfcflona  (199S)  (0518$) 
200pm  The  Bmtla  oi  the  VKa  Rottta 
(IMS)  [65334)  4A0  WWN^ 

(324)6)  SJ»  Samson  nd  Saly  (1M0) 
(1470)  WB  North  (1984)  (45470)  &00 
BemtyHBlaCop  W  (1«93)  (57215)1000 
Orctotrf  Frtanda  (1998)  (0695051130 
Tyaan  (1995)  (152147)  1M»  Mafcme 
(1997)  (436123)  3.15  Emmomicfc  B 
(1975)  (351513)  SAB  Tha  fiypay  Coll 
(1954)  [62277) 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD _ 

«0pm  Tantoa  PotaOe  Pawdy 
(5104S79B  OOS  llwi  Aaigoii  (IMS) 

(1979)  (3SBBB7B)  1000  DJuurtiH 

h&n  xsxsns 

(1907)  63013(B)  IJOaa  Nuataiai  sa 
M|  (5809884)  aiO^IB 
SSa «M*gaoS(lW)  [3701836) 

THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 

uon  Mow  Trade  [49345051  625 
Quack  Anack  (4303013  65»  totes 
IB817SK)  7.15  Darioteg  D*k  @41514) 
7^  Nrirtto  (320489^  8JB 
(3705983)  aso  Timor  and  Pun*M 
pmwwa  8L40  Shg  Me  a  Sfcsy  (BB65S29 
ins  GreunSneMa^i  (5502325)  a30Bg 
Goage  0014012)  9X5  Ray  Along! 
£34128)  IMS  Muppe* Babtasn912OT3J 
liuo  Tha  Snrf  One  (7538706)  11.10 
Ltouse  Trades  (086158^  11,40  lAnbrela 
Tree-  Chrietmas  (91381*7)  12.10pm 
Freorte  Rock  (3764708)  12JS  Buetoek 
STSwnw  Bf 

Troop  pzoo»7S)  1  joAbri^p^nag 
1JS  balcmno  Dur*  <94208215)  225 
Bortras  (88751079)  SSO  Mfeha/a  Plttw 
axj  na  PBRW  P1461K5  320  Timor*  and 
Pirtaa  jyaag)  xm  God  Troop 
(7743290)  3A5  Timon  and  Rwibaa 
(1141215)  4J)SGooJ  Tmop  pl9g27)f35 
Botem  (223SSQ  5L00  Ahdte|748S58q 
»tm  Timor  and  Piartaa  1 3778215)  835 
Dart***  IXck  (459586)  MO 
ruck*  Brasorn  J8401)  7A» 

Almost  Home  (4019)  730  Or  Qjro 
(183499)  8.1*  Tarmed  ty  ■»  Angd 


(6700437) 


BJO-IHOO  Goldsn  ad*  (47963) 

Sky  Movlaa  OM  tahaa  ekmrat  10pm. 

SKYSPOBT51 

UOBB  Sport*  Ctetai &2128)  7J»8ac*® 
IteM  (54216)  730  Crtdeac  ZMsbae  w 


bd:  Supar^ar  Coartmer  —  John  Cotes 
(9883)  4j00  Ten  Ptn  Bo*mg  (S22BQ  439 
Sports  Cartre  (28934 70)  530  WreaShg 
[1876)  6LO0  Sports  Certre  (8896)  530 
Footoa*:  Superear  Coaching— Qrrtwi  U 
Sam  (S147)  7.00  QKtet  anttesm  v 
England  (908234)  1000  Sports  Centre 
(76863)  1030  FoottM*-  Best  ol  AB  Tsne  — 
England  XI  (38147)  11.30  Grass  Roms 

a  (35692)  1200  Fooibal:  FuSaal 
(31638)  1230am  Sports  Casre 
(84432)  1J»  CrtbieE  2bnbat3we  v  England 

(2199723  40X7^30  Sports  Carttie  (15161) 

SKY  SPORTS  3  _ 

1200  Bamg.  Best  o(  Al  lime  —  Bnttm 
(435807*1)  1.00pm  Fdolbal  (84210234) 
aOOBewhVofleybaJ  (10815499)  too  NBA 
nilliHlrf  (41066147)  BjOO  Max  Oul 

(83747B25)  6^0  Grass  ftws  ftifltjy 
(83761  as  7JEO  Sports  Certre  (41047019 
730  FdoUWI  —  Urn  (96505583  1000 
FootbidL  Futtxil  Mimdbi  (7325846^  10J50 
Beach  Vpteyhsfl  (68840031)  11.30-1200 
Sports  Certre  (94295925) 

EUBOSPORT _ 

7.30am  Tre8*m(4841Q  8J30  A^ana  So- 
hu(S05Q  UO  MotoraportOffiOS)  11 
Mowcydng  {77iB6)  1200  Car  Baaig 
(17708)  lAOpm  Eorotiffi  (48854)  1J0 
Emtun  (97944)  2.Q0  Equesman&m 
(32505)  3J»  Dancing  [58857]  400  Sto- 

Jl»nplnB(70692)SI)OCiO»CounhySkSng 
(6944)  IU»  Mctm  (13532)  7M  figure 
Staling  (89147)  200  Footbel  (B747A 
11JI0  Er^ieetilansm  (58031)  1200- 
1230m  Pasertang  (26806) 

GRANADA  PLUS _ 

OlOOmd Tl»  Kiypton  ftetar  ^71 121 5)  &30 
JWdo  on  t*  Turn  (28388944)  US  1-2-3 
Gol  (82885437)  7.00  Afearts  (7289012) 
7.1S  TcfJe  on  the  Turn  19284692)  730 
Graham's  Aik  (7252586)  750  Josh  Smiti 
,  (9877470)  too  CJassc  Corcnahon  Sked 
11593760)  BJO  The  Kiypton  Faoor 
(1562031)  9.00  Famfes  (1573383)  930 
Cnmn  Cow  Special  (5000580)  iqao  Part 
H&  (00863059  1030  The  Brathera 
Mcfiregor  11502885)11-00  Had  Later  Days 
(1288437)  1240  Cbate  Dnoraiicn  Street 
(1683147)  IZJOpm  TrouUe  h  Und 
(6004302)  1-00  down  Caul  (1565925) 
(50036731 2jOWld*i  These 
Wails  (60B7031)  3A0  The  Bothers 
McGregor  (1073383)  330  Part  H&i 
11473586)  4J»  The  Srvwra  (212312®  5.00 
Ftod  LHtei  Days  (1687063)  6.00  Obsek 


Chris  O’Donnoa  and  Mfamle  Driver  (Movie  Channel  HLOOpm) 


Coranaton  Stree:  (1462*70  8M  F&mfles 
(1486050)  7jOO  The  Doctor  Seres  h 
Chorge  z  (16B869Z)  730  Trouble  in  fifed 
(1482234)  MO  Tire  tar  Murder  (8412857) 
9.00  Classic  Corenatton  street  (2945437) 
9JJ5  The  Good  Lite  Gude  C99©44 1 1CLOO- 
11 JOO  The  Stanera  B43S708J 
From  HAOpnvOTXIam  Han  and  Uomra 

GRANADA  GOOD  LIFE 

From  MOanOJOO  TV  High  SbreaL 
InUuOec  eonSunwr  r»M  and  teatres  and 
Youi  Stsra  presarted  by  Russei  Gm 
Asm  SL0O-12OO  Food  and  Wkia.  tn- 
ctadoe  jecoffl  and  Waas  Iran  Defa  SiWh 
Rom  12J»OOOpm  HaaHi  and  Bwtfty. 
tactodos  Natural  Healh 
Rom  3JXKJJ0  Home  and  Ganian. 
Incfuaas  The  Good  Ule  Style  Grade 

the  history  channel 

400pm  Bcgarir  Charlta  Chapin 
PBTOffiO)  5L00  Modem  Marvels  (1543079) 
BjOO  CU  Cenuy  19S8-196B.  NouveSe 
Vague  (4016234)  7M*JX>  Bograp bf 
Smcwn  and  Deten  po/d437) 

THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 

mm3.  iartiCQC  and  tiascie  UMS  B«y  day 

from  appi  4am  Monday  ta  Wteteday  and 


1mo4am  Thursdey  »  &«Jay  fe  sassa. 
mid  from  8am  Iran  every  de/  00 
BAOpm  Steven  Spieteg's  /Vnaang  Sto¬ 
nes  (1S20I28)  aao  The  TwiSgte  Zero 
(1532983)  9l00  HLK  Dune  (7Jl5705Sj 
11j60  SW  Trek  Speda)  (5613708)  12A0 
The  hnod&fe  Hulk  B2M648j  1-OOam  The 
Taarigrt  Zone  (6583364)  1 AO  Tales  ol  the 
Unexpected  (6184616)  UO  Now  Alfred 
HnchcoA  (3922242)  230  Rod  5 
ream  Gallery  (3814277)  330430  Fndsy 
[he  iSh  (2930426) 

TLC/DISCOVEHY _ 

9,00ren  The  Joy  dl  P*mn9  (46^186)  »JO 

The  Grea  Gauawig  Rol  (29423S)  taoo 
Go  Fishing  (9220673)  1030  Hwrrefrrne 
(4664050)  11 30  The  Rcsoraian  Game 
(1346741)  11  SOCxTtootic  (134747G)  12JW 
Two's  Comwy  Cootang  (46553QS) 
1230pm  Graham  Km  (394632!)  IjOO  Ven 
Cm  Cook  (1993499)  UO  Home  Agam. 
wih  Bob  Vila  [2945693  200  Rirsua?  \o 
Go  (780G944)  230  Grew  rijw  Grams 
(8156876)  3.00  Rex  htartfs  Rshrg  Attren- 
tucs  (7825079)  030430  Tha  OW  Haas, 
wsh  Sicvr  and  Norni 
DISCOVERY  takas  omrMdMpm. 
4.00pm  Pe<  Hire's  Faring  Adventures 
(81*7128)  *30  Rcadshon  (81393121  500 
V 


Terre  TrawUert  (78972961  530  Terra  X 
|81506SC|  AOO  WM  Thngs  Urtairred 
Afrca  (292T012)  730  Nod  Slap  178007601 
730  Artrii  C  Crate  s  Worid  ol  Strange 
Powers  (8737747/  &OO  Aimut  C  dame's 
Mysterous  Universe  (7826708/  830  Unev- 
pined:  GhoMhumers  B  (7806215)  9-00 
Urre^jiamed  Sccjels  ol  the  Psychics 
(1S51B54)  lOOOWarshc  (1654741)  11TXJ 
Fields  ctf  Armour  (19038761  1200  Cbsuc 
Vffreei  167838901  lAtam  The  Ex&emsls 
(55318351  1JTWJW  Specul  Forces 
7&im) 

UK  GOLD _ 

7.00an  Going  m  Goto  (2657031)  73B 
Cressreafis  12351470)  aoo  14B^taoura 
P59CS0531  &2S  EastEndcis  12353944)  9JW 
The  5d  (4614296)  330  &g  Deal  (88Z1031) 
1030  The  SuBivens  »6737t»  11 30  AAel 
Son  (7984741)  1230  Crossroads 

140560357)  1235pm  NegWxwrs 

:4CeSS944l  12£8  Eas£ndere  (1576741) 
120  Rccie  (1953296)  2.10  A  Lfflle  Ba  ol 
aawssn  (28054708)  225  Up  the  Elcphsrt 
2t<3  Rcs«:  dre  Crate  (7E93147)  230  Sate 
ot  the  Cereuy  (7827*37)  3-30  The  BS 
(9160079)  AOO  An  Oeahaes  Great  and 
Sntf  11379079)  S30  EasiEnderc 

i«W53?l|  535  Crossroads  (6990470)  fcOO 
Geage  and  M*fred(B1599631 630  Seven 
ol  One  (73431281  7J»  Bob  s  Full  Hose 
(£540760)  7,45  Every  Second  Carts 
i1£929Kr  825  Or  ton  Up  (2661012)  &00 
The  Equates  I16&3012)  HUM  Taggan 
I9I2S77B0)  1135  The  &fl  (52199ES)  11^0 
Tire  5esi  of  Top  c4  ttre  Pops  (4841215) 
12.1  San  tAam  Vise  (3800109)  135  Brush 
STOKES  (3457451)  130  Sh epptog 


630am  S*Rfl-s  Crosse  (*913490)  S30 
lietdwi!  Cybemui  f*81721S  Ms  Halt 
way  Asross  rfre  Goim  and  T«n  Lett 
<663968  7.15  Ready  0  Hoi  (31B811)  7^45 
Ccjrfomla  DraamE  (7683521  6.15  5acrt 
Vatey  Hgh  (532147)  &4S  An  Anack 
J934S147)  930  Try  ICC  (9621876)  620 
Brum  (9601012)  S30  Jortisnn  ana  E=nends 
f77866<51  HUM  ritffe  and  Rnsre  ol 
CockteshtU  Bay  (4067447)  1020  pwtsen 
tft  Frog  *6322031)  HM8  Charte  Chafe 
(4219673)  11.00  DtoCAeOteS  (44&421 1130 
Jm  Hensonrs  Antranl  3n»  (34401)  izAO 
3amoy  I31M2)  1220pm  Where's  War/’ 
(33673)  130  CaspEff  and  Friends  (23654) 
130  Tiny  and  Craw  (942564701  IS 
Joteson  end  Friends  (41737302)  220 
BuTD  (45814527)  2A0  Mr  Bern  (9310465) 
330  Halfway  Across  me  eatery  ana  Turn 


Loft  (1664)  320  Ready  «  Not  (3741)  430 
Catewnra  Dreams  (2876)  423620  Sweet 
Vafey  Ugh  (1760) 

NICKELODEON _ 

830am  Teenage  Mutant  Hero  Turtles 
(6787E)  620  BfeeiMteO  from  Mars  113470) 
730  Captain  Seniar  and  lire  Space 
Mcrteys  {52857}  720  Tales  from  lire 
Ciypteeper  (64692)  830  M0ay 
(70789)  620  Hey  Arnold  (65760)  930 
Rugrals  (45296)  1030  Real  Monsiera 
(370K9 1020  Ooug  (56296)  1130 Rxto's 
Modem  Lite  (68586)  1120  Pete  and  Pau 
(60215)  1230  The  Seam  World  ol  Aim 
Mack  (73876)  1220pm  Hen  and  Stmpy 
(63037)  130  The  Foals  (51128)  130 
Space  Casas  (13S78)  230  Clanssa  Ex- 
ptars  it  All  (9031)  220  Doug  (5708)  330 
He«l  Monsters  (8166)  320  Sudan’  Around 
( 79251  4.00  Swo  Ttie  K H  (97 BO)  420 
Rugrots  (5944)  830  Soer  (941^ 
630  Mresra  (6437)  620-7.00  Are  Vou 
Afrad  Ctf  the  OaV?  (7789) 

PARAMOUNT _ 

730pm  D4Tiem  Strokes  (2037)  730 
Benton  (6E73)  630  Due  South  (97857) 
930  Almosi  Paisa  (72050)  8.30  Te*i 
(81383)  1030  Enrcrtartnem  UK  (74505) 
1020  Gat  on  Top  (50925)  11.00  Pae- 
mourt  Presmc  (84SB5)  1120  NighKiand 
(64363)  1220am  Dedgo  Hammcrt  (82074) 
130  Due  Soidh  (94180)  230  Ertauinmcni 
UK  (22451)  230  Paanwil  Resents 
(18258)  330  G»l&  Crt  Top  (82£2B)  330- 
430  Aimed  Pertsa  (32838) 

BRAVO _ 

1230  Fantasy  bland  (£929554)  130pm 
Remngion  Steele  (2338302)  2.00  Mawnrt 
(9225128)  100  FantEay  bland  (13*5012) 
430  Moses  (7816321)  630  Thin*gt»t& 
(2958166)  730  The  Champons  (1659296) 
830  Star  sky  ana  Hub*  (1668944)  B.00 
Crime  Story  (168870B|  1030  FILM:  Pwa- 
alto  (6230079)  1145-1230  Casra 
(11245a?) 

UK  LIVING _ 

&30wn  Mfray  (12S8963)  730  The  Agony 
Experience  ()8u2/i«j  730  Th?  Young  and 
the  Ptestte&o  (3274566)  620  The  Food  und 
Dnnh  Christmas  Quiz  (1153012)  825 
Tumahom  (B46S41&I  925  Tnvrt  Pmd 
{76529421  10.00  Entertanmert  Now* 
(6477673)  1035  Tha  Jeny  Sorrow  Shore 
p  928895)  1130  Tho  Yeung  ax]  lire 
ftosrtKS  (I633S86)  1125  Srootaafe 


[£2268321 1  1225pm  Trivial  Rxsuil 

(400446921 1220  GatoeOe  12628741)  130 
Roicnda  19295654)  230  The  Agony  Expen- 
ence  (21680501  330  Live  al  Three 
15116 418)  430  Whc's  Sony  New» 
(2l5cecei  430  Tafcflbcu)  (2317321)  535 
Ungo  (45503128)  530  Ludrt  Ladders 
(2170166)  630  I  Dream  ol  Jeanne 
12177079)  630  Ready.  Steady.  Cock 
(4641661)  735  Brootede  f40S34«j  72S 
TrwiaJ  Pureval  (4627944)  830  General 
Practice  09893(0  930  FILM:  Gram 
Secret*  The  Ugaey  ol  KUtop  Drive 
(3999789)1 1 .00-1230  Tho  Spicy  Eex  Fata 
M 8881 28) 

FAMILY  CHANNEL _ 

530pm  BioddxisieR;  13499)  5 30  Trtseure 
Hun  (BSG54>630Caiertrtase  135051 730 
The  Pyiemjd  &ma  (6863)  7 JO  Hart  lo  Hart 
151418)  BL3D  Only  When  i  Laugh  11418) 
930  Bergerac  153437)  1030  Slav  Lucky 
(2329b)  1130  Bagdad  Cate  (97383)  1130 
Ft*  ceaeti)  1230  Lsu  Gram  (76068) 
130nm  Bergerac  )41068|  2. DO  Hart  10  Harr 
1B4890)  330  Lou  Gran)  (98160)  430  Al) 
Togpmct  More  (66819)  430530  The  Black 
Stalfan  138451) 


The  24  hour  music  chaimeL  indudos 
news,  ravrews.  live  concai  Image,  filer- 
vrewe  and  ine  iaea  muse  video  cfteris 


Tha  vMee  hfts  charmei.  Claserc  rock  ana 
pep  videos  and  the  beat  new  sands 

ZEE  TV _ 

730m  Jaagran  730  Lite  Style  East  930 
Positive  Health  Show  930  Bengali  Sener 
930  Abrtnem  1030  Tara  1130  Menasr 
1130  Dan  at  1230  DcrtS  Msna  1230pni 
Nuhkad  1.00  Urdu  FflJUfc  Angsamy  430 
Pubic  Demand  530  ZEE  Zone  530 
Junglee  Toaten  Tyre  Pundwe  630  Cam¬ 
pus  630 ZEE  end  Tou  7.00  Hit  Thi  H«  H» 
730  Barcgr  Aprv  Baal  8.00  News  830 
Deslaan  93S-1230  Mndl  FILM:  Baurafa 
town 

CARTOON  NETWORKfTHT 

CentfnuMM  cHtooiu  from  Sam  lo  9pm, 
than  TNT  flue  w  Mare. 

930pm  Tho  Gta»  SSpoer  (19651 
(41998505)  11.00  The  VIPs  (1»3} 
(5043l383|  1 30am  Passage  to  MareeUe 
(1944)  (35702109)  2J55-5JM  The  Gins 
SUppar  (1855)  (54364068) 


NATIONAL  STADIUM  41 

Wembley  wins  on 
British  sport’s 
£200m  payout 


SPORT 

WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER  18 1996 


ICE  HOCKEY  42 

Why  does  Britain’s 
Olympic  bid  have 
a  Canadian  flavour? 


Zimbabwe  buoyed  by  England’s  unimpressive  form  on  eve  of  inaugural  match 


Atherton  facing  test 


From  Simon  Wilde 

IN  BULAWAYO 

MICHAEL  ATHERTON  sat 
in  the  evening  sun  yesterday, 
under  the  shamiana  that  will 
act  as  the  players’  pavilion  at 
Queens  Club  during  the  inau¬ 
gural  Test  match  between 
England  and  Zimbabwe  that 
starts  here  today.  Perched  on 
top  of  the  terracing  cut  out  of 
the  turf  at  this  picturesque, 
tree-lined  ground,  he  looked 
like  a  potentate,  which  was  an 
irony  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he 
is  facing  one  of  the  sternest 
tests  of  his  three-year  tenure 
as  the  England  cricket 
captain. 

By  leading  his  country  for 
the  36th  successive  time  today, 
Atherton  will  break  the  Eng¬ 
land  Test  record  he  shares 
with  ftter  May,  bur  defeat  by 
the  newest  and  weakest  Test 
nation  in  the  world  might 
jeopardise  his  chances  of  re¬ 
maining  in  power  long 


ZIMBABWE:  ADR  Campbell  (capLinl.  G 
W  FWa.  S  V  Carfsie.  A  C  Waft*.  0  L 
Houston.  A  Flower.  G  J  WhUafl,  P  A 
Strang.  H  H  Streak.  E  A  Brandes.  H  K 
Qtanga 

GLAND"  M  A  Atherton  (captain),  N  V 
Knight.  A  J  Swaart  N  Hussan.  G  P  Thome. 
J  P' Cnwtey.  RD  B Croft.  D  Gough.  AD 
MulaCy.  A  R  Cadtfck  or  C  E  W  SUrarwood, 
PC  RTuhea. 

Umpires:  R  S  Dunne  (New  Zealand)  and  \  0 

Robinson  {ZlmbatweJ 

Match  referee:  Hanumant  Sngh  (India) 


enough  to  fulfil  his  ambition 
of  having  another  crack  at  the 
Australians  next  summer. 

He  refused  to  accept  that 
this  match  has  mare  signifi¬ 
cance  Than  any  other  Test,  but 
acknowledged  equally  that  it 
had  special  importance  to  the 
Zimbabwe  players,  who  say 
they  are  keener  to  beat  Eng¬ 
land  than  any  other  side. 
“That  is  the  case  the  world 
over,"  Atherton  said.  “It  is 
imperialism  kicking  us  in  the 
teeth." 

Defeat  by  a  country  with 
such  a  small  nudeus  of  play¬ 
ers  and  with  only  one  win  in 
20  Test  matches  ought  to  be 
out  of  the  question,  but  it  no 
longer  is.  Losses  in  the  past 
three  weeks  to  a  President’s 
XI,  Mashonaland  and.  in  the 
first  one-day  international 
against  Zimbabwe,  have 
changed  that  and  altered  the 
morale  of  both  camps. 

Of  the  team  that  Zimbabwe 


David  Lloyd,  the  England  coach,  watches  as  Ian  Botham,  who  is  assisting  the  bowlers,  makes  a  point  to  the  players  during  net  practice  at  Queens  Club  yesterday 


named  yesterday,  only  Henry 
Olonga,  the  fastest  bowler  on 
either  side,  has  not  played  a 
part  in  one  of  fite  touring  side's 
defeats.  Both  camps  also 
appear  to  accept  that  given 
five  fine  days,  there  will  be  a 
result  here. 

Britain’S  imperialist  past 
may  have  something  to  do 
with  the  fact  that  the 
Zimbabweans  are  so  “up  for 
ir,  but  equally  potent  is  the 
perception  that  this  England 
team  has  displayed  an  arro¬ 


gant  disregard  for  the  task  it 
faced  here. 

The  decision  not  to  bring  in 
a  replacement  for  Dominic 
Cork.  England’s  leading  strike 
bowler,  when  he  withdrew 
shortly  before  the  tour  began, 
hinted  at  complacency,  and 
David  Houghton,  the  Zimba¬ 
bwe  player-coach,  has  com¬ 
plained  that  England  have  not 
given  enough  credit  to  his 
bowlers  what  they  have 
talked  about  their  failure  to 
make  big  scores.  That  said. 


relations  between  the  sides  are 
cordial. 

England’s  problems  are  not 
small  and  they  might  do 
themselves  a  favour  by  ac¬ 
knowledging  that  their  oppo¬ 
nents  are  a  good  side  who  are, 
in  the  words  of  Houghton, 
“playing  the  best  cricket  we 
have  played  for  many  years". 

One  problem  not  taxing  die 
England  management  greatly 
is  die  selection  for  die  game. 
Having  failed  to  replace  Cork, 
having  taken  the  decision  at 
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an  early  stage  of  the  tour  that 
Russell,  the  wicketkeeper, 
would  not  feature  in  the  Test 
side,  and  then  having  seen 
Iran!  break  down,  they  are 
choosing  from  only  12  men. 
though  the  party  will  be 
supplemented  by  Craig  White 
next  week. 

It  was  England’s  thinking 
yesterday  that  die  last  place  in 
the  side,  that  of  third  seamer. 
was  a  choice  between  Caddick 
and  Silverwood.  who  has  yet 
to  play  in  a  Test  and  has 

CUVE  MASON 


Botham  offers  advice  to  Silverwood,  who  could  make  his  Test  debut  today 


appeared  in  only  three  limit¬ 
ed-overs  matches  on  this  tour. 

.  If  he  does  play,  he  wifi  be  die . 
youngest  England  Test  crick¬ 
eter,  at  21  years  and  nine 
months,  since  Mark  Lathwell 
in  1993.  By  contrast.  Zimba¬ 
bwe’s  one  newcomer  is  Andy 
Waller.  37,  who  has  played  30 
one-day  internationals.  • 

England  are  therefore  set  to 
play  two  spinners,  Tufiidl  and 
Croft,  an  option  not  being 
pursued  by  Zimbabwe,  who 
took  die  early  decision  yester¬ 
day  to  omit  Andrew  WhittalL 
the  off  spinner,  from  their 
original  party  of  12. 

•  The  square  at  Queens  Club 
is  reckoned  to  be  the  fastest 
•  and  boundest  in  the  country, 
and  though  that  may  not  be 
saying  much,  it  should  help 
the  faster  bonders  early  in  the 
day.  Alistair  Campbell,  die 
Zimbabwe  captain,  expected 
to  put  England  in  if  he  won  the 
toss. 

Were  he  to  do  so.  it  would  be 
imperative  that  England  sur¬ 
vived  die  first  hour  in  some 
sort  of  shape,  rather  than  lose 
three  wickets  as  they  did  twice 
during  the  defeat  by 
Mashonaland.  Atherton  be¬ 
lieves  that,  if  they  can  do  so 
and  go  an  to  build  a  total  in 
excess  of  400.  they  can  then 
dictate  the  game.  For  that  to 
happen,  though,  the  top  six 
must  perform  well,  which 
probably  means  Atherton  and 


Thorpe  rediscovering  their 
form.  •  .  H 

White  was  officially  sum¬ 
moned  yesterday  to  join  the 
party  after  the  hospital  tests  on 
Irani’s  back  on  Monday  re¬ 
vealed  a  “hot  spot"  of  inflam¬ 
mation.  Irani  received  an 
injection  that  will  prevent  him 
from  bowling  for  three  days, 
but  die  management,  now 
wants  to  monitor  his  progress 
for  at  least  a  week  before 
making  a  derision  on  whether 
he  should  return  home.  - 
White  is  holidaying  in  Aus¬ 
tralia  after  the  end  of  die 
England  A-team  tom  there 
and  will  join  the  senior  team 
in  Harare  next  Monday,  three 
days  before  die  start  of  the 
second  Test 


Mansell’s 
rejection 
of  Jordan 
flags  end 
of  the  road 

ByOuver  Hour 

HE  STOPPED  short  of  saying 
that  he  had  retired  but  Nigel 
Mansell  effectively  brought 
down  the  curtain  on  his  illus¬ 
trious  Fbrxniila  One  career 
yesterday.  After  one  last  taste 
of  life  dose  to  the  edge  at  a  test  - 
in  Barcelona  last  week,  he 
telephoned  Eddie  Jordan  yes¬ 
terday  morning  to  him  down 
the  opportunity  to  compete  in 
a  Jordan-Feugeot  next  season. 

Mansell  had  come  away 
from  the  Spanish  test  brim- 
ming  with  enthusiasm  and  5  , 
delighted  to  be  back  in  the 
limelight  after  18  months 
away  from  die  sport,  appar¬ 
ently  itching  to  make  a  come¬ 
back.  Ironically,  it  seems  it 
may  have  been  die  influence  of 
Bemie  Ecclestone,  the  man 
who  was  put  forward  as  one  of 
the  prime  movers  behind  any 
return,  that  dissuaded  him. 

Mansell  is  believed  to  have 
met  Ecdestone  in  London  oh 
Monday  to  discuss  his  op¬ 
tions.  After  die  meeting  his 
enthusiasm  had  waned  con¬ 
siderably  and  he  made  Jordan 
aware  of  his  derision  early 
yesterday.  The  Irish  team  may 
now  tom  ’  its  attention  to 
Martin  Brand  le,  the  Italian, 
Giancarlo  Fisichelia,  or  the 
Frenchman.  Jean-Christophe 
Bouillon. 

“Nigel  Mansell  in  a  Wil¬ 
liams  could  have  made  a 
nuisance  of  himself,"  Ecde¬ 
stone  said,  by  way  of  an 
epitaph  for  die  career  of  die 
1992  world  champion.  “But  in 
any  other  car,  he  would  be 
really  struggling."  Mansell, 

43,  admitted  in  a  statement^] 
that  he  could  no  longer  devote^ 
die  time  necessary  for  a  hectic 
season  to  Formula  One  given 
his  other  commitments. 

“Hie  idea  of  the  Barcelona 
test  was  originally  to  have 
some  fun."  he  said,  “but  my 
natural  competitive  instinct 
took  over  very  quickly  and  a 
return  to  Formula  One  with 
Jordan  became  a  serious  pos¬ 
sibility.  However,  after  con¬ 
sultations  with  my  family  and 
business  advisers.  I  quickly 
came  to  realise  that  my  sched- 
.ule  would  not  permit  me  to 
give  sufficient  time  to  the 
Jordan  team." 

Eddie  Jordan,  though,  still 
believes  Mansell  could  win 
races. .  “He  can  still  be  a 
winner,"  Jordan  said,  “but  I 
appreciate  the  honesty  of  bis 
derision.  The  door  wfll  always 
be  open  for  him  at  Jordan." 
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KEEP 
OFF  THE 
GRASS 


No  968 


CROSS 

I  Critical  demolition  (7.3) 

8  Nightclub  entertainment  (7) 

9  Characteristic  style  (5) 

0  A  canal:  King  of  Gods  [rev.) 
(4) 

I  Overfussy  with  details  (8) 

3  Passing  fashion:  break  into 
cracks  (5) 

>1  Salad,  garnish  plant  (5) 

6  Welsh  town;  rebellious 
Duke.  16SS  (8) 

7  Clownishly  comical  (4) 

0  Big.  generous  (5) 

1  To  do  with  heredity  (7) 

2  A  looking  hack  Jin  time)  (JO) 


DOWN 

1  To  trick:  trickery  (with  po- 
otsl  (5) 

2  Mealtime  etiquette  (5.7) 

3  Listen!  (esp.  to  herak)  an¬ 
gels)  (4) 

4  Tie  up  (6) 

5  Memb«- of  autocratic  rul¬ 
ing  group  (8) 

6  Gossip  (b-fi) 

7  Fishing  boats;  slaps  (6) 

12  Paolo— .artist; overseen 

[anag.)  (8J 

13  Handfome(6) 

I S  Veteran  (esp.  actor)  (6) 

18  Pleasure  craft  (5) 

19  Responsibility  (4) 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  967 

ACROSS:  )  Brandish  5  News  9  Signify  >0  Hound  11  Bend 
12  Hotline  14  Ulster  16  Squeal  19  Killjoy  21  inch  24  Extra 
25  Bromide  26  Dodo  27  Cerebral 
DOWN:  1  Busy  2  Angle  3  Dwindle  4  Scythe  6  Elusive 
7  Suddenly  S  Shot  13  Bulkhead  15  Saluted  17  Quixote  18  Bye- 
bye  20 Juan  22Crier  23  Bell 

SOLUTION  TO  TIMES  TWO  CROSSWORD  963 
In  association  with  BRITISH  MIDLAND 
ACROSS:  I  Hapless  5  Lager  8  Leash  9  Hawkins 
10  Conglomerate  J2  Corona  J4  Sleeve  17  Appossionaia  21  Treadle 
22  Oriel  73  Press  24  Tetanus 

DOWN:  1  Half-cock  2  Plain  3  Echelon  4  Scheme  5  Lower 
6  Gristle  7  Risk  il  Defaults  13  Replete  15  Lookout  16  Ascent 
18  Andes  19  Avian  20  Stop 

1st  PRIZE  of  a  return  ticket  travelling  economy  class  id  anywhere  on 
BRITISH  MIDLAND’S  domestic  or  international  network  is  B  C 
HoJdswonh,  Halifax.  West  Yorkshire. 

2nd  PRIZE  of  a  return  octet  to  anywhere  on  BRITISH  MIDLAND'S 
domestic  network  is  V  Huttchmsoo.  London,  S.W.I5. 

All  flights  subject  to  availability. 


Trust  hits 
financial 
problems 

THE  Football  Trust  is  to  turn 
to  the  FA  Premier  League  and 
National  Sports  Council  for 
help  in  funding  work  de¬ 
manded  at  grounds  by  the 
Taylor  Report  after  encoun¬ 
tering  a  financial  crisis. 

The  Trust  has  been  forced 
to  hold  back  money  it  had 

hoped  to  earmark  for  stadium 
work  in  the  lower  divisions  of 
die  Football  League  because 
of  the  dramatic  effect  on  its 
income  caused  by  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Lottery. 

Money  from  the  Trust's 
main  sources  —  the  weekly 
pools  and  spoHhe-ball  com¬ 
petitions  —  has  fallen  so 
shaipiy  that  it  has  only  £15 
million  left  to  allocate  for 
ground  improvements  until 
the  year  ZD00. 

Richard  Faulkner,  the 
Trust  vice-chairman,  said:  “It 
is  veiy  serious.  We  had 
originally  anticipated  receiv¬ 
ing  £200  million  out  of  betting 
duty  between  1990 and  2000— 
roughly  £20  million  a  year  — 
but  We’Ve  had  to  revise  that 
figure  down  to  £165  million,  of 
which  £150  irafiioo  has  been 
spent  or  is  out  on  offer 
now." 


FA  charges  Bristol  City 


BRISTOL  City,  the  Nation¬ 
wide  League  second  division 
dub,  has  been  charged  by  the 
Football  Association  with  fail¬ 
ing  to  control  spectators  dur¬ 
ing  and  after  the  derby  match, 
which  was  shown  live  on 
television,  against  Bristol 
Rovers  at  Ashton  Gate  on 
Sunday.  City,  who  daim  they 
did  everything  they  could  to 
avoid  trouble  and  who  will 
seek  a  personal  hearing  in  an 
attempt  to  dear  their  name, 
have  14  days  to  respond  to  the 
charge. 

Trouble  flared  when  Rovers 
equalised  in  injury  time, 
sparking  a  minrphch  inva¬ 
sion  by  celebrating  Rovers 
supporters  among  the  croud 
of  18£74.  Two  hundred  City 
supporters  also  left  their  seats, 
in  another  part  of  the  ground, 
and  ran  towards  their  rivals. 

Though  stewards  and 
mounted  police  managed  to 
usher  them  back,  further, 
more  alarming,  disturbances 
occurred  after  the  game  had 
eventually  ended  in  a  1-1  draw. 
City  supporters  again  spilled 
on  to  the  pitch,  from  the  same 
section  of  the  ground,  and  a 
number  of  Rovers  players  had 
to  beat  a  hasty  retreat  to  the 
dressing-rooms  to  escape. 


By  Russell  Kempson 

“It  is  one  of  the  most  serious 
incidents  we  have  had  this 
year,"  Steve  Double,  an  FA 
spokesman,  said  yesterday. 
“We  thought  scenes  like  this 
had  gone  away,  but,  dearly, 
there  is  no  room  for  compla¬ 
cency  in  the  fight  against 
football  hooliganism.” 

The  FA’S  powers  indude 
censure,  ground  closure  or  the 
loss  of  points.  Brighton,  the 
bottom  club  in  the  Nationwide 
third  division,  have  had  two 


City  moves  afoot 

Midweek  Yiew  _ 


points  deducted  this  season 
after  persistent  crowd  trouble, 
at  the  Gold  stone  Ground. 

Scott  Davidson,  the  City 
chairman,  has  already  dis¬ 
cussed  ways  of  avoiding  future 
problems  during  Bristol  der¬ 
bies.  They  include  the  issuing 
of  identity  cards,  the  matches 
possibly  being  played  behind 
dosed  doors  and  the  banning 
of  away  fans. 

Joe  Jordan,  the  City  manag¬ 
er,  said:  “It  should  have  been  a 
great  day  for  the  West  Coun¬ 
try,  a  day  for  showing  every¬ 
body  what  good  football  there 


is  in  Bristol  and  in  the  second 
division,  instead,  everything 
was  overshadowed  by  what 
happened.  It  was  disgraceful'* 

The  FAhas  also  asked  to  see 
a  video  of  the  mass  brawl  that 
broke  out  between  players  of 
Norwich  City  and  Crystal 
Palace  in  the  1-1  first  division 
draw  at  Carrow  Road  on 
Saturday.  Kevin  Muscat  and 
Ray  Houghton,  the  Palace 
pair,  were  sent  off  after  peace 
had  been  restored. 

Dave  Bassett,  die  Palace 
manager,  said  he  would  take 
disciplinary  action  within  the 
dub  if  he  deemed  it  necessary 
after  reviewing  the  incident. 
“The  referee  could  have  sent 
off  14  and  abandoned  the 
game,"  he  said. 

Derby  County  are  again 
looking  to  Europe  to  strength¬ 
en  their  position  in  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership.  Jim 
Smith,  the  Derby  manager, 
has  already  recruited  two 
Croatians  and  a  Dane  and 
now  aims  to  bring  a  Swede,  to 
the  Baseball  Ground. 

Derby  hope  to  sign  Marino 
Ramberg.  a  23-year-old  strik¬ 
er,  on  two  months’  loan  from 
early  January.  The  Degerfors 
IF  forward  is  Sweden's  young 
player  of  die  year. 


Drink  this  instead. 


x  ■ 


